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Abstract

Academic Dishonesty is one of the important issues in the higher education
system of Iran, and reducing or preventing it requires identifying the factors
which have an impact on it. The present study has analyzed the perceptions and
understandings of PhD students in social science fields, who have a wider
experience of scientific socialization in the process of education, with the aim of
identifying the factors influencing academic dishonesty in the space of social
science in Iran. The findings of this research show that the factors influencing
academic dishonesty in the space of social science education can be detected at
two individual and structural levels. At the structural level, sources and rules,
and at the individual level, academic dishonesty among three groups of actors in
educational space, i.e. professors, students and managers (heads of departments
and faculties), with reference to their individual and personality characteristics,
have paved the way for academic dishonesty, or have resulted in its occurrence.
In the framework of a combination of actor/structure in explaining social
phenomena, the factors influencing academic dishonesty and non-conformity to
the norms of the ethics of science in the educational space can be reduced
neither to the role of the structure nor that of the actor. Dishonesty in the ethics
of science in social science education and the factors affecting them can be
explained in the light of a combination of structure and actor.

Keywords: Ethics of Science, Educational Space, Academic
Dishonesty, Social Science, Structure, Actor.
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