Journal of Iranian Cultural Research, 11(2), 133-161, Summer 2018

' Shahabi, M., Ghaempour, M.A. (2018). Social and cultural boundaries in Tehran; the study of
. 0 conditions, management practices and outcomes . Journal of Iranian Cultural Research, 11(2),
<< 133161. doi: 10.22631/jicr.2018.1569.2250

Doi: https://www.doi.org/10.22631/jicr.2018.1569.2250 URL: http://jicr.ir/article_363.html
2008-1847 / © The Authors. This is an open access article under the CC BY 4.0 license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0).

Social and Cultural Boundaries in Tehran; the Study of
Conditions, Management Practices and Outcomes

Mahmoud Shahabi', Mohammad Ali Ghaempour?
Received: Jul. 10,2017;  Accepted: Mar. 19, 2018

Extended Abstract

The system of differentiation and grading of individuals in every society is pervasive
and inevitable, and its criteria vary from society to society. Hence, this article seeks to
show that when and why do the citizens of Tehran make boundaries in their
communications with others? When and how do they cross these borders? What
strategies do they use to interact with each other and cross cultural boundaries and
what are the consequences of such communication strategies? The findings of this
research are based on a qualitative method with Grounded Theory strategy. The sample
size included 45 individuals using the theoretical sampling method Various tools such
as interviewing, observing, participating, etc. were used to collect data, but the focus was
on the deep interviewing. The findings were coded According to the grounded theory
tradition, and the (causative, background, and intervening) conditions, strategies and
consequences related to the cultural Boundaries and crossings have been extracted and
analyzed in the city of Tehran. The central category is "the overcome of the elements of
identity that create cultural boundaries and Crossings". Conflict of identities prompts
Social actors to adopt a set of strategies for interacting with each other, which can be
called "the method of national diplomacy”. Despite the adoption of a set of strategies by
actors during the overcoming of the elements of identity emerge: 1. Anomy, 2.
Multiculturalism and 3. The cultural divide
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INTRODUCTION

Existing evidence shows the complexity of the system of communication and
differentiation in Iran and the metropolis of Tehran in various aspects of economic,
political, social and cultural life.

combination of different factors has led to the emergence of new types of
lifestyle in Iranian society, which are referred to below: remaining parts of the
system of master and servant as a cultural element in the communication between
individuals and the Iranian communication system (Rafi Pour, 2004), the
emergence of Social classes and classification of occupational groups after the 1979
Islamic Revolution, the war between Iraq and Iran and post-war conditions
(Behdadi and Nomani, 2010, Ansari, 1999), Cultural policies based on the values of
the Islamic Revolution, the expansion of cyberspace and digital media And finally
the confrontation of Iranian society with modernity, the formation of the third layer
of identity along the ancient and Islamic identities and escalates the confrontation
with the influence of the political development of Iran's Islamic Revolution (Ashraf,
2008). These types of contradictions start from the simplest cases (non-sensitizing)
such as naming children of the Islamic, Western, Iranian and national forms
(Jamshidiyah and others, 2011). And continued to sensitization issues such as: veil
and women's clothing (Khajehnouri and others, 2012), the development of a new
type of common life, such as the white marriage (Azad Armaki and the others, 2012,
Golchin and Safari, 2017), The role of religious values in the social interaction of
individuals (Zaki, 2008) and similar things continued. Due to the existence of
numerous social and cultural criteria in Iranian society and the evidence presented,
this question posed to the authors of the article as to how the differences between
individuals in interacting with each other in the Tehran metropolis caused.

PURPOSE

This article will show people where and how to differentiate themselves from others.
When and how do they cross these borders? What strategies do they use to interact
with each other and cross-cultural boundaries? What are the consequences of such a
communication strategy? In addition, we tried to draw a boundary separation
framework and this done through the discovery of a basic concept in a metropolis
like Tehran.

METHODOLOGY

This study has descriptive and grounded theory method. Various tools such as
interviewing, observing, participating, etc. used to gather information. But the focus
was on the interview. Forty-five interviewees selected from different lifestyles.
Interviewees chose the interview location based on their desire. Places in order of
redundancy include office, coffee shop, participants' home, university, mosque,
restaurant, coffee shop, ice cream shop and lobby tower of their house. The



interviewees were satisfied that the interviews were recorded in audio form and
then turned into text and coding.

RESULTS

After collecting data and during the coding stages of the triple (open, axial and
selective) by the basic theory, causal causes include identities (class and social base,
ethnicity, religion, tradition, modernity) and the environment (neighborhood and
location Housing, public sphere and private sphere)

The conditions or intervening factors divided into two categories: 1. Preventative
factors: cultural policies Such as Control of male and female relationships, gender
segregation law, legal ban on satellite, Facebook, take the dog to the street, etc. 2.
Aggravating factors such as generational awareness, international law and human
rights, the impact of cyberspace, communication media, and the fields of traditional
and religious values (ethnicity, religious and revolutionary discourses, gender and
patriarchy). modernity of tradition and sharia (technology, consumption) Individual,
psychological, strategies including religion advice, clear and explicit language, gender
and language skills (more among women) space, time and space management,
information, Conversation, concealment. Eventually, the implications include the
occurrence of anomy and contradiction in two forms that Extracted and analyzed: A)
Conflicts and social and individual harm. B) Cultural Conflict between the
government and the nation. 2 Pluralism and multiculturalism. 3. Cultural gap. The
main theme of this article is the role of identity elements' superiority on cultural
boundaries and cultural events in Tehran.

DISCUSSION

Each of the underlying trigger conditions, causalities, and interventional factors,
faced with different situations, such as the contrast between traditional values and
modernity, generational differences, and conflicts between domestic cultural
policies and global politics. Each of them, in turn, leads to the formation of
individual and group life styles and identities. Hence, we will encounter intertwined
identity circles, each of which displays a specific passage for interacting with each
other. The conflict and plurality of multiple identities on the one hand, and the
necessity of linking different life styles to each other, leads to following results:
Social actors adopt special strategies to interacting with each other. The people of
Iran, especially the citizens of Tehran adopt certain strategies to provide a pattern of
communication management, which is a national diplomacy.

CONCLUSION

Two claims based on the findings of these articles as follows: First, social
boundaries, such as the social class of individuals, continue to play an important
role in shaping social boundaries. Secondly, as the central concept shows, the
conflict between the three identities (tradition, modernity, and religion), and finally
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the conquest of one of these identities as the main player in shaping their lifestyles,
has caused cultural boundaries Like vertical, highlights and colorful borders. The
lack of a definite life style framework in Tehran is due to identity conflicts and
differences between them.

NOVELTY

The multiplicity of identity and their combination is the cause of differentiation and
social interactions in Tehran, which identified in this paper. Therefore, the existing
discourses such as Bourdieu’s (1979) homology thesis ", Peterson’s (1992)
omnivore-univore thesis

and "individual selection” in a society like Iran, and especially in the metropolis
of Tehran, are neither fully confirmed nor completely rejected. Rather, the system of
differentiation in Tehran Is based on on the overcoming of one of the elements of
identity or the combination of Iranian identity elements that analyzed and
interpreted within the framework of the main concept presented in this paper.
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