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Extended Abstract

Social deprivation is a fact that some people are so much more exposed than others. But
among them, demographic groups of single girls in rural areas are those who are severely
affected by social Deprivation. So this research investigates the social deprivation of
Zabol's rural girls and the related factors by a sociological view. Theoretical framework of
research is the theories of Giddens, Zebra, Granovetter, and Bloomberg. The used method
is the Servey technique and the data are collected by the research-made and standard
questionnaire. 384 people were selected as samples based on the Cochran formula and by
multistage cluster sampling proportional with PPS size. To measure reliability, Cronbach's
alpha coefficient was used. Social deprivation is examined by six dimensions of
deprivation including deprivation of marriage, social communication, social participation,
education, leisure time and mentality. The greatest deprivation was observed in the area of
marriage deprivation and the least deprivation in the area of leisure deprivation. Findings
of the research indicated that there is a meaningful relationship between variables of
parents, traditional attitude, gender discrimination, available social and economic
resources, Education, Income and social deprivation. Among these variables, rural
fatalism variable and parents' traditional attitude variable plays the most significant role in
clarifying the social deprivation. The results of the regression analysis indicated that the
independent variables introduced in the regression model could predicate 36 percent of
the dependent variable variance.
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INTRODUCTION

Social deprivation is a fact to which some people are more exposed than the other.
Due to various social, economic, and cultural factors, some population groups
including single girls living in rural areas are affected widely by Social deprivation.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this study was to investigate social deprivation of girls in Zabol
villages and related factors to this issue.

METHODOLOGY

In this study, survey research method was used. Statistical population included the
girls aged 15 and above living in Zabol villages. Based on Cochran's Formula and
multi-stage cluster sampling, 384 girls were selected to participate in this study. To
do that, at first, 4 different sections of Zabol were chosen as four main clusters.
Then, the villages in each section were considered as blocks for each cluster. In the
final step, researchers went to the participants' homes to conduct the study. The
main instrument used in this study was a questionnaire. After considering the
reliability and validity of the questionnaire in earlier stages, the researchers decided
to use it in the final stage in order to gather the required data. In this study, content
validity was used and for measuring the instrument reliability, the researchers made
use of Cronbach’s Alpha.

Dependent variable was Social deprivation and the Independent variables were
parents' traditional attitudes, gender inequality, and available socioeconomic
resources which were measured on the Likert scale with the cronbach’s Alpha
greater than 0.7.

RESULT

Results presented in table 1 indicate that the mean of social deprivation among the
girls living in Zabol villages is higher than the normal rate and confirm the high
deprivation in this part of Iran. From among the various aspects of social
deprivation, marriage deprivation had the highest mean and leisure time
deprivation at the lowest mean. Moreover, results show that the variable “parents’
attitude” had the highest mean indicating the parents' traditional attitudes toward
girls' early marriage, inattention to their education, and spending little amount of
money for their education. In addition, results reveal that the mean of gender
inequality among the girls living in Zabol villages was higher than the normal rate;
and from among the three aspects of gender inequality, economical aspect had the
lowest mean while cultural dimension had the highest mean. In the current study,
majority of the girls agreed upon the issue that boys receive the highest attention,



better equipment, and more freedom. Moreover, it was revealed that Zabol villages
do not have adequate treatment facilities (0/58), experienced doctors
(68/1), bathrooms (88/1), and enough parks (82/3), and most of the people go to
other cities for treatment (65/7).

Table 1: Descriptive Statistics for Sociological Deprivation and Its Dimensions

Variati

Dependent Variable Buoys Buoy Mean Standard Deviation ~Minimum Maximum R::l:elon

Sociological Deprivation 45 145 24/707 81 203 122

par.ents traditional 5 18/84 427 5 25 20

attitude

Rural resources 15 44/83 9/55 29 67 38

Gender Inequality 19 72 9/233 35 79 44
DISCUSSION

In the present study, the relationship between parents' traditional attitude and social
deprivation of girls confirmed such hypotheses. That is to say, with increasing the
traditional attitude of parents, the social deprivation of girls increased as well.
Results of the current study were in line with the findings of some other studies
conducted by Alibeigi and Heidari (2015), Sharma and Saini (2013), and Losindilo
et al (2010). Another finding of this study was that when culture and thoughts are
affected by gender and gender differences become widespread in the society, girls
will receive more deprivation in a way that they cannot be as active as boys in the
society, they will receive less facilities and equipment, and they cannot have
appropriate interaction in the society. These findings correspond to the results of
other studies carried out by Moaeidfar (2004), Pourtaheri and Pourverdi nejat
(2009), Dehnavi and Moaeidfar (2005) Qiang et al. (2008), and Sultana et al. (2010).
Another finding of the current study was that there is a significant and reverse
correlation between available socioeconomic resources and girls' Social
deprivation. In other words, if the available socioeconomic resources were low,
sociological deprivation of the girls would increase and vice versa. From among the
variables entered to the regression analysis, parents' traditional attitude had the
highest effect on girls' social deprivation. Totally, parents' attitude, gender
inequality, available resources, education and income were responsible for 36% of
the sociological deprivation variance.

Table 2: multilevel regression for different variables of the study

Unstandardized Coefficient
Predictor Variable Beta)( t sig
B Standard Error

parents' traditional attitude 2/427 0/349 0/420 12/034 0/000
Gender Inequality 0/746 0/166 0/278 4/484 0/000
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Unstandardized Coefficient

Predictor Variable Beta)( t sig
B Standard Error
Rural resources -0/821 0/111 -0/321 -7/498 0/000
Education -5/356 1/236 -0/195 -4/332 0/000
Adjusted R Square=0/368 R Square=0/378 R=0/615
CONCLUSION

The main variables of the current study confirmed that social- cultural deprivations
can pass from one generation to another, and if they rooted and embedded in the
society and people's mind, it will remain for a long period of time and even for
several Generations which can affect the People's lifestyle, opportunities and
actions. This finding was in line with the results of some other relevant studies
conducted by Giddenz (2007), Naghdi and Balali (2010), Sharma and Saini(2013),
Lozindilu et al. (2010). They believed that social deprivation becomes present when
the people in society are deprived of equality and the opportunities, social rights,
and facilities are not distributed equally.

NOVELTY

The study of multiple dimensions of social deprivation with precise and
comprehensive scrutiny was one of its most important innovation in the present
study.

Deep analysis of the social deprivation reveals that this kind of deprivation is a
social, political, and cultural phenomenon which is made up in the society.
Therefore, it is necessary for the experts and stakeholders to recognize the girls'
potential abilities and improve them by providing education, developing various
skills, providing jobs, increasing their income, and making other resources available
to these groups. In this way, girls can be active in scientific, artistic, and cultural
scopes.
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