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Extended Abstract

Semiotics is the science of studying the sign systems and, in fact, an interpretive process
for understanding the hidden truth behind the signs, mysteries, and signs and cultural
symbols. In addition, semiotics tells us that structures can be meaningful. The sign
system in the Islamic Republic of Iran is very important because of the creation of a new
Shiite identity. The present study examines the process of transition from political
symbols to social symbols in the stamps between 1979 -2001 as a cultural instrument of
the Islamic Republic of Iran through a combination of content analysis and semiotics.
The findings of this study indicate that the process of changing the emblems on stamps
between 1979 -2001 indicates that the Islamic Republic of Iran's legitimacy has shifted

from rulers to society and from political to social.
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INTRODUCTION

In every historical period, rulers and governments extend their cultural values and
norms in society. Gramsci recognizing the dominance of cultural values in every age
is "hegemony." Two political and cultural views are available to study what actually
means hegemony of some of the values and signs in historical terms. While political
perspectives are directed toward texts, official documents and speeches of politics
the discourses of cultural studies focus on marginalized and less-known texts. The
theory of "cultural historiography” insists on this that historic realities can be sought
in the field of cultural studies. Considering the great political and cultural changes
caused by the occurrence of the Islamic Revolution and the formation of the Islamic
republic as well as the ideological changes in the post-revolution years, the present
study, through the cultural passage addresses the most important political changes
by relying on the investigation of the change or continuation of the signs encoded
on the stamps from 1979 to 2001.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this study is to present a new narrative of the hegemonic changes of
cultural signs in contemporary Iranian history through the linkage of semiotics and
cultural instruments. The most important achievement of such a story is the
achievement of socio-political outcomes through passing of cultural passages. One
of the most important points about cultural instruments is that the conflict of social
signs and their changes are not only in the political arena, but can be retrieved and
analyzed in the same and perhaps even deeper way in the various cultural strata of
societies. From this perspective, the study of Iranian stamps during the 1981s to the
first half of the 2001st found that the stamp provided a good basis for governments
to hegemonic their political and social signs.

METHODOLOGY

In the present study, we used content analysis to count the initial signs of stamps
and compare them in different periods. The purpose of content analysis in this
research is content extraction and the depth analysis of content is not considered. In
this way, we used an initial content analysis to make semantic analysis based on its
results. Finding important tokens on stamps have been one of the tasks of this basic
content analysis. In the second step of the study, the symptoms extracted based on
the variables of Pearce sign system, including the process of the appearance of
symptoms, their implications and practical dimension have been analyzed. The
study of coherence and timing of the signs, the priority and continuity of the system
over the political systems and the relationship of affiliation and succession are
among the concepts borrowed from the method of Pearce semiotics and the theory
of hegemony.



RESULT

The findings of this study confirm this view that the cultural signs of the Islamic
Republic of Iran from the 1981s to the 2001s have gradually moved away from
revolutionary and ideological movements and have been moving towards social
issues. Although cultural signs were formed around political Islam during the early
1981s, with the death of the founder of the revolution and the emergence of
corrective changes in the political and social arena a field to strengthen social and
cultural signs was created.

CONCLUSION

The results of the research show that the hegemonic cultural symbols on stamps
have been gradually diminished from the emphasis on revolutionary and political
signs and by creating social symbols such as attention to sport, development,
technology and human rights the intensity of revolutionary symbols and symptoms
has been reduced. The political system seems to have sought to redefine a policy of
political Islam and to define new forms of political and social order that are more
compatible with modernity and requirements. Also, the fact on stamps implies that
rulers have reduced the ideological quarrels during the historical process from the
1981s to the 2001th century. These findings can also be a boost to this theory, which
has undergone a transformation simultaneously with the domestic arena the realm
and perspectives of foreign policy. Though such an assumption requires future
research in this regard. Future studies can also explain this analysis whether
hegemonic developments on cultural instruments should represent the transition
from political Islam to post-political Islam or not.

NOVELTY

The study of cultural iconography is especially important for societies in which
historiography is associated with socio-political controversies and the strength of
historical narratives as one of the most challenging issues faced by researchers in
history and political science. In addition, in societies where the process of nation-
state formation has not been satisfactorily completed and conflicts over identity and
value are underway, cultural instruments as hegemonic powers can reflect this
identity conflict. Through this perspective, this research seeks to provide new
analytical perspectives for studying the social-political developments in Iranian
society after the revolution. The focus of this article, of course, was on the stamps of
the Islamic Republic of Iran in 1979-2001.
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