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Extended Abstract

This study aims to investigate if people and mainly students are aware of ethical rules
of conducting academic work. If students copy materials from other papers and
books without proper citation, is it mainly because they do not know the regulations
governing referencing academic works? To answer this question and questions
regarding other ethical rules of academic work, an online questionnaire was used,
through which people were asked specific questions about specific ethical issues. The
results showed that even highly educated people did not have sufficient knowledge of
the ethical rules and regulations of academic work. The results also indicated that a
majority of the respondents preferred to answer an even technical and difficult
question with a wrong answer rather than choosing “I don’t know”.
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INTRODUCTION

This study aims to investigate people's knowledge of ethical and quality standards of
academic writing. Many academicians complain than in Iran university students
and even some PhD graduates do not comply with ethical rules of academic work in
their assignments and/or the papers they submit for publication. One should ask, is
this mainly because they choose not to take the ethical rules seriously or is it because
they are simply not aware of those rules. This is the question that the article aims to
address.

PURPOSE

This paper aims to measure the levels of awareness about the guidelines that govern
the standards of ethics and rigor in academic work, and the relationship between
this level of awareness and the amount of formal education that individuals have
received.

METHODOLOGY

An online survey was conducted that asked participants about their views on certain
key questions regarding Academic ethics and standards. These include: citing
publications of low credibility, the acceptable ratio of direct quotation, publishers’
consent on the use of material for which they own the intellectual rights, the
simultaneous submission of manuscripts to multiple journals for evaluation, and
copying references from other papers to be added to one’s own paper. Data was
gathered and analyzed from some 500 participants with different levels of
education.

RESULT

The analysis of survey results showed that a high percentage of participants did not
possess an accurate understanding of the accepted rules of ethical academic work, as
it relates to conducting of research and the authorship of academic papers.
Furthermore, this investigation suggests that participants were less inclined to use
the “I don’t know” option in answering survey questions even when the question
concerned a matter that required a high level of specific expertise and thus
knowledge of the correct answer was not expected of the majority of the
participants.

CONCLUSION

There is no clear set standard that can ascertain what level of knowledge ability on
professional academic ethics is sufficient or low. However, comparative research
and meta-analysis can help provide a relational understanding of Iran’s situation as
compared to international levels. In addition, longitudinal studies can track changes
and trends that can show the worsening or improvement of the overall situation in



the span of time. In any case, research results show that only in two instances, where
the answers seem fairly straightforward, a large percentage of the participants chose
the correct answer. These include the following: 1) it is necessary to attain the
consent of domestic publishers before republishing their materials; 2) it is
unacceptable to copy the citations one sees in an academic work, instead of citing
the work at hand. In the other four instances 43 to 63 percent of the participants did
not know the correct standards, and one cannot deem such results as desirable or
even acceptable by any standards.

NOVELTY

This research revealed that students, even those at graduate level, are surprisingly
ignorant of the academic ethical rules. This was acquired by confronting the
students with specific and direct questions. They made an interesting set of
questions, which to the best of our knowledge, had not been used in many other
research works. Moreover, interesting lines were drawn between the students’
knowledge of the ethical rules of academic work and their level of education, as well
as, their willingness to admit their ignorance. The results seem to be valuable for
academics in their educational and managerial efforts.
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