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Extended Abstract

This article studies the experience of fear of confronting the political state at the
Iranian university. From the early days of establishing the university in Iran, [ranian
university has been engaging in the politics and triggering political movement. In
other words, student political movement, in Iranian contemporary political history, is
a key term. Hence, the previous researches, in this field, just consider the historical
approach, and then there is a lack of deep and qualitative examination which analyzes
the current features of the political state at the university. Thus, in this article,
analyzing the political state connects to the recent Iranian political approaches and its
changes. Our study is after the green movement of 2008 and security encounters with
students. Therefore, for students, based on those days and experiences, involving in
political state is with fear and frustration. For examining this, we studied the
University of Poly Techniques, Faculty of Social science at Allameh Tabataba'i
University and Faculty of Medical Science at Tehran University. We conducted deep
interview with 50 of political and non-political students. The object of the article is to
answer how the fear of the political state at the university, for students, does make
sense? And, how political student activists have encountered the fear? Consequently,
students’ families are the basic factor to produce fear of the political situations, for the
historical facts proves the political actions at the university threaten students’ future
opportunity to get a job and even continue studies. Besides, in the everyday life at
university, students alert each other to the adventures of the political engagements.
But, when we talk about political state, mostly, it is about radical and reformist
approaches and not those conservative practices which are supported by hardliners.
Also, those political students who passed the gate of fear to the political sphere and
doing political actions are like a catalyzer to persuade and stimulate other students to
pass from the gate of fear.
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INTRODUCTION

History of Iranian university has a very complicated relationship with the Iranian
political discourses. Commencing of the university, in the early of 20th, was based
on a political decision to make a new era of Iran which is called modern Iran. The
lack of political parties turned universities into a possible political protesting
situation with the young and educated population. One of the most important
protesting populations during the Islamic Iranian revolution of 1976 was students.
Also, in the post-revolutionary society of Iran, universities have a very political
function. Now, the political activity for students and having a political role for the

university is an undeniable fact.

Political student activists have to become a member of the student political
organization, which are under the supervision of the university. There are two
general political approaches, based on the Iranian political discourse, conservative
and reformist. Then, different political and social studies have tried to examine the

political features of the university.

These studies focus on the historical and contemporary aspects of the political
student movements. Historical studies have a discursive method and the quantitative
method is best suited for analyzing contemporary facts. Both of these approaches do

not consider political student’s lived experience of doing the political activity.
PURPOSE

Therefore, we try to understand political student’s experience especially his/her
feeling of fear. The feeling of fear is a very significant point for reformist political
students since they have been exposed to political accusation. Then, how does

student experience the fear of the political situation?
METHODOLOGY

This is a qualitative method. Fifty students are conducted an in-depth interview.
Three universities of the Polytechnics of Amir Kabir, Faculty of Social Science of
Allameh Tabatabaee, and Faculty of Medical Science of Tehran University are fields
of study. Also, for thematic analyzing of data, data is coded by the qualitative

software of Nvivo.
RESULT

Iranian political discourse gives advantage to political conservative approaches, and

then the reformist political activity is accompanied by the political accusation. The



recent history of the political activity, in post-revolutionary Iran, has demonstrated

that political reformist movements have been seen as a threatening subversion.

Hence, most of the families advise their children not to take part in political
situations or student political organization. Also, students become each other aware of
the threatening consequences of doing political activity. Then, in order to take part in

political situations at the university, every student needs to pass the gate of fear.

Meanwhile, student political activists, who have passed the gate of fear, face the
feeling of fear in a more complicated manner. They are more sophisticated
inasmuch they engaged in threatening political situations such as arrested by
security service; going to jail or even not allowed continuing their higher education.

Therefore, they work as a catalyzer for other students behind the gate of fear.

From this perspective, for general students and political students, the regime of
feeling (Glynos & Stavrakakis, 2008, 266) about the political situation is the case of
challenging with the fear.

DISCUSSION

For Maffesoli (1991, 7), there are two types of power: 1. Power over; 2. Power to.
Power over is about the hegemonic and dominance power, and power to refers to the
changing dynamics of everyday life. From this view, for the reformist political
students, experiencing the political activity, as the situation of power to, is not safe and
it is with the feeling of fear. Then, the dominant position of power over makes a

problematic field for any reform movement emerges from the culture of everyday life.
CONCLUSION

Iranian students face the gate of fear. The gate of fear is to estimate the
consequences of entering the political situation and finding himself/herself with
political signs and acts. This is a technology of self to keep the future of personal
progress safe. Then, every political student needs to make a decision to highlight
values for taking a subject position in the political situation. This means to pass the

gate of fear and to step on the way of political reformation.
NOVELTY

On the contrary to the other researches, this study is qualitative conduct. It tries to
approach the political and non-political students. Then, it extends the view for the
political situation at the university. Also, understanding the experiencing of facing

the political situation by students is termed and analyzed by the concepts of fear.
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