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Extended Abstract

This paper is to explore the mechanism of social production of Nowbahar Park in
Kermanshah city. The theoretical approach is based on Henry Lefebvre's opinions on
production of space. The study method is ethnography and in addition data collection
techniques: observation, interviews, examination of documents and cognitive maps.
The research findings are as follows: 1) Nowbahar Park was built in the late 1960s on
the broad settlement processes; 2) The way people are exposed to this public space is
influenced by intrinsic meanings, and each age group uses its own terms. Teenagers and
young people in the reproduction of stigmatized meanings and the old people play a
role in production of meanings. The permanent presence of Teenagers and young has
increased their naming power; 3) Activists of daily life over time have been described by
different meanings. These meanings are dual and at the same time, good/bad,
relaxing/threatening. But, negative meanings are more prominent and so as to be
known as a stigmatized place in the mental space of the city.
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INTRODUCTION

Public spaces such as parks are suitable for peaceful coexistence and impersonal
encounters. They facilitate collective activities such as festivals, gatherings, rituals,
festivals, public sports, or leisure activities that increase social capital, the dynamism
of urban life, and the possibility of rejuvenation. Stigmatization also prevents the
presence of citizens in public space and destroys the cohesive function of public
space. There are no threats in Nobahar Park, such as drug addicts, thugs and the
homeless. However, there are social barriers to the presence of some social groups.
As a result, negative meanings have been attributed to the park for more than 4
decades. At the same time, some groups do not have a negative image and consider
the park a good place.

PURPOSE

This article tries to explain the production mechanism of Nobahar Park as a public
space in Kermanshah and finally, to conclude that how age and gender groups deal
with this space

METHODOLOGY

The research method is "ethnography” and the study area is Nobahar Park, located
at the intersection of Nobahar Boulevard in Kermanshah. Data collection
techniques include: observation, interview and cognitive maps The two components
of body and behavior were observed for 3 months on different days and hours. In-
depth interviews were conducted with 40 people (men and women in different age
groups) Each of them was asked to draw their own cognitive map of the park. Data
analysis was performed in three steps of interpretation analysis and reporting.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Representation of space, formation of park space in the period of settlements
in the 40s and 50s: Construction of the town of 22 Bahman in the mid-1940s in the
northern part, between the ancient city and the Qarasu River, It was started to
house the employees of government agencies such as the governor's office, the
Housing Foundation, etc. in the area of 22 Bahman. Over time, the town developed
in all directions and Nobahar Boulevard became livable and lively. At the end of the
boulevard, there is Nobahar Park, the view of which is as follows.
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Picture 1. Location of the park and its elements



According to Map 1, the park is in the shape of an "L" in English The western
side is vertical and parallel to Nobahar Boulevard. On the south side leading to the
alley and on the east there are residential houses.

Spacial practice: Spacial behavior of citizens in the face of the park

Adolescents: Boys use the park more than girls and enter two parts of the park,
but girls only use the front of the park.

Table 3. Adolescents’ exposure to the social space of the park

Eand Amount of Imagine the Imagination of | Role in space Number of
ender
park use park threat reproduction interviewees
Negative
Boy more Positive Do not have & X 7
meaning
Negative
Girl Less Positive Have 5 K 2
meaning

The boys' perception of the park is positive and they are not afraid of wandering
in any part of the park, but teenage girls who use the park less and are in front of the
park They refuse to go to the back of the park and have a positive and negative
image of the park, They consider the park space suitable, but they feel threatened
and insecure in some parts of the park

Youth: Young people make up the majority of those who visit the park And
completely of their own free will and with activities such as shopping and strolling
on Nobahar Street And they enter this park completely of their own free will and
with activities such as shopping and strolling on Nobahar Street, meeting and
hanging out with friends, spending leisure time and smoking. Young boys and a
limited number of young girls gather in the back of the park, and are present in the
park at all hours of the day and until the end of the night

Table 4. Youth exposure to the social space of the park

Number of Role in space Imagination of Imagine the

. . . amount of park use Gender
interviewees reproduction threat park

9 Negative meaning Do not have Positive More Boy

6 Negative meaning Have Dual Medium Girl

The girls have a dual idea of the park, and now they consider the park a suitable
and beautiful place and they have a negative image because of the name of cigarettes
and cannabis.

Middle-aged: The presence of these people in the park is limited to the space in
front of the park they come to the park in the afternoon with the children to play
with the equipment and facilities for this group.
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Table 5. Middle-aged exposure to the social space of the park

Number of Role in space Imagination of Imagine the amount of park use Gender
interviewees reproduction threat park

3 Negative meaning Do not have Dual Less Men

4 Negative meaning Do not have Dual Less Women

In reproducing the meaning of space this group of people know this park as
Nobahar Park and name it, they refrain from using the word cannabis and are
completely opposed to the park being known by that name. In other words, they
reproduce the positive meaning of the park.

Elderly: Based on the mind maps drawn by the elderly, we see that men and
women of this social type also have a positive image of the space in front of the park
in their minds.

Representation of space, constructing a dual meaning of Nobahar Park: Fits
with dual park physical mode two life worlds and two positive and negative
meanings are also formed in it. The construction of the positive and negative
meaning of the park is caused simultaneously that people have different reactions in
the face of this social space

Conclusion

People creatively create and make sense of their own spaces and these meanings are
spreading in the social space of the city Positive and negative meanings built around
the place are like warning signs which subconsciously affect people's movement,
wandering and leisure Sometimes it deprives them of the use of space and leads to
social exclusion Nobahar Park has created an invisible wall That people avoid it for
fear of being stigmatized and insecurity. Therefore, Part of the park is owned by the
urban middle-class youth group that they are drug users

Novelty

This paper raises the application of cognitive maps in urban space studies. It also
shows that negative meanings can lead to the exclusion of social groups.
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