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Extended Abstract

Understanding of urban life influenced by the conventional pathological logic has led to
the perception of what is known as “Suburbanization” as something outside the city and
as islands separate from the center. Kahrizak, as one of the suburban districts of Tehran,
has strongly entangled in such an understanding. Focusing on the problem of
generating Kahrizak, this study strives to show how Kahrizak has been embodied in the
confluence of forces. The present study's question is to engage in a field understanding
of the forces that have provided the ground for Kahrizak to appear and emerge.
Genealogy and methods of space production influence the present study in the context
of social relations. The genealogical research aspect is based on its involvement in
understanding the relations of forces, their becoming process, and the story of their
confluence. The present study focuses on some key moments as starting points for the
spatial formation of Kahrizak: moment 1) Sugar factory; moment 2) Land reform or the
continuation of the fragmentation of Kahrizak space; moment 3) Creating the dock; &
moment 4) Kahrizak construction in Oral history.
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INTRODUCTION

An understanding of urban life influenced by the conventional pathological logic
has led to the perception of what is known as “Suburbanization” as something
outside the city and as islands separate from the center. The understanding of
suburbanization based on the common pathological logic has paved the way for a
crude and frail positivism to prevail an understanding by separating the margin
from the body, the damage from the norm, the inside from the outside, etc. that
only reproduces the suburb while failing to provide an immanent explanation of its
production process. To conceptualize the suburb and raise an issue about it,
common views, visualize it as something left out that has turned into a center of
social pathology. Kahrizak, as one of the suburban districts of Tehran, has strongly
entangled in such an understanding. Focusing on the problem of generating
Kahrizak, this study strives to show how Kahrizak has been embodied in the
confluence of forces. The present study's question is to engage in a field
understanding of the forces that have provided the ground for Kahrizak to appear
and emerge. From this perspective, this present relies on a genealogical logic that
tries to describe the manifestation and appearance of Kahrizak in the present
moment in the context of the relations between the forces.

PURPOSE

This article aims to provide an immanentunderstanding of the production and
reproduction processes of the Kahrizak region and struggles to explain the process
of leaving out and marginalization with a historical perspective.

Theoretical framework and Methodological implications

Genealogy and methods of space production influence the present study in the
context of social relations. The genealogical research aspect is based on its
involvement in understanding the ratio of forces, their becoming process, and the
story of their confluence. In this sense, it considers the understanding of forces and
the pattern of their collision with each other and the formation of a body. In the
collision of forces, a body is objectified. Hence, the logic of historicity,
transformation, and the emergence of forces seem to be a fundamental axis.

RESULTS

The present study focuses on some key moments as starting points for the spatial
formation of Kahrizak.

Moment 1) Sugar factory

The establishment of a factory creates a significant change in the spatial formation
of Kahrizak.



The presence of 3,000 meters of residential houses, together with workers
working in the factory, turns the rural space into a semi-industrial town. On the
other hand, a fundamental change emerges in the logic of farming and cultivation of
the villagers and the lives of the factory and the pattern of agriculture are
intertwined. In other words, the factory turns into the determining force of the
cultivation pattern in the region. Every single element of an indigenous and
agricultural life and, in other words, a rural life is directed to the industrial life of
the factory and changes the peculiarities of the region.

Moment 2) Land reform or the continuation of the fragmentation of Kahrizak space

Land reform could be another level and step towards the fragmentation and
destruction of agriculture, which this time targeted the agriculture-based life. After
a while, although the farmers had owned land and received more crops, they were
left with no money for compensating agricultural by-products, such as dredging the
qanats, which in turn led to the gradual decline of agriculture.

Moment 3) Creating the dock

Following the creation of the dock, the population structure changes. The region turns
into a labour space. The dock serves as a starting point for the new urban geometry of
Kahrizak. This geometry well shows that Kahrizak, with these coordinates and
features, must now be kept away from urban life and become a suburb. This moment
creates an atmosphere to convert Kahrizak to the outside of the inside Tehran, where
death can be evacuated. Other moments can be stated in addition to the three main
moments mentioned, resulting from the spatial transformation of the region and the
consequences of those three moments. The establishment of the Kahrizak Nursing
home in 1972 is another place that led to a huge flood of outcasts to this space. This
Nursing home led the outcasts to this space.

Moment 4) Oral history

When we incorporate the moment of the lives of the people of Kahrizak into the
equation, we will have another side and aspect, which will clarify a kind of the flow
of forces for us. The history screaming in the documents makes some invisible levels
summoned by referring to the oral history of the people of Kahrizak. This oral
history sheds light on other layers of the problem that can explain Kahrizak.
Returning to what we call from now on the “Flow of life of the Kahrizakis” will
further clarify the embodiment of forces in the present moment of Kahrizak.

CONCLUSION

Kahrizak should not be imagined as a Newtonian space in which forces are
confronting one another. The problem is that Kahrizak space-body itself is the
product of the collision of these forces and a gravity that has been created as a result
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of this confluence. The problem is not making a list of forces, classify and prioritize
them. The problem is that Kahrizak is produced. It is produced as the outside of the
inside of Tehran and has a strong and close relationship with the historical current,
which started from the sugar factory, experienced the land reform, transformed into
a new shape in the creation of the dock, and with the continuation of the logic of
Tehran's development turned into a place for the discharge of all remnants of the
development. But the issue is to analyze the “elective affinity” of these forces. The
collision of these forces, each of which originates from a different root, makes it
possible for something called Kahrizak in a single moment. Something that now has
owned an “emergent property” unlike any of its constituent forces and elements.
This emerged phenomenon in our present has become an obvious fetish by
forgetting its history influenced by the common system knowledge. Kahrizak has
existed and will exist. This is the same ideological aspect that instead of looking for
the process of producing Kahrizak and understanding the processes that produce
space-object takes the object for granted and focuses on its characteristics. This
deviated logic thinks of the object as an inevitable event and fills its empty space
with imagination. This empty space is the vanished history of the object. The
ideological processes of the knowledge system in society, when looking at a space
like Kahrizak, think of it imaginatively as an outer phenomenon, while the
conditions of textual possibility to Tehran are destined to an outside creation
named Kahrizak.

NOVELTY

The innovation of the present study is an attempt to understand the genealogy of
Kahrizak production and reproduction. Common studies of marginal and suburban
areas are categorized in the common pathology class; hence, they cannot describe
the processes of space production in an immanent way. The novelty of the present
study can be realized from its striving to show that the suburb's production is not a
deviation from the logic of development but an immanent feature of the
development project.
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