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Abstract

The customs and rituals of the people of Gilan province are part of their intangible
identity and heritage, which are studied in this article in two areas of mourning and
feasts. Textiles can always have different uses in these rituals, and the study of textiles
in the rituals of the province determines their function. 1480 works have been
nationally registered in the list of intangible cultural heritage, of which 55 works
belong to Gilan province. Seven of the recorded rituals in which textiles are used have
been studied as the statistical population of the study. Three of them are in the field
of mourning rituals and four are in the field of feasting rituals. This article seeks to
answer how textiles are used in mourning and feasting rituals registered in the list of
intangible cultural heritage of Gilan province. To achieve this goal, first the type of
textiles, color, function, purpose and method of using textiles as research variables
are determined, then the variables in the statistical population are studied by library
and field researches. The present article is descriptive-analytical. The results show
that textiles are used in mourning rituals as means to grant wishes as well as cover.
Textiles are also used in various forms in feasts as means for ritual begging,
distinction, cover, reminder, offer, giving information, prevention of malice, reaching
goals, gift, decoration, storage as well as reward.
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INTRODUCTION

The ancient customs and rituals of Gilan province stand out. These can be seen or
heard abundantly in the corners of this green land told from the hearts of story
tellers, in the collective activities of the people of flatlands during their summer
migrations to the mountains, in New Year’s shows held all over this land, in the
happy traditions of their weddings, in their prayers to get their wishes granted and
in sad ceremonies that display the sorrow of their hearts. These customs and rituals
are referred to as the intangible cultural heritage of each region. Intangible cultural
heritage has many forms. According to the definition of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage Convention, the realm of intangible heritage consists of five main section;
expression and oral traditions, performing arts, collective activities, rituals and
celebrations, traditional knowledge and practices related to nature and the universe
and handicraft-related traditions. This heritage reveals cultural commonalities in
different societies and can create a sense of solidarity among them. At the same
time, it makes that every society shows its culture and style and prevents cultural
unification in the world.

Intangible cultural heritage has been less fortunate than tangible cultural
heritage in the world. In the last two decades, the intangible cultural heritage of the
world has received more attention in UNESCO.

The intangible cultural heritage of Iran is a monument of thousands of years of
traditions; up to 2018, the number of registered national intangible traditions is
1480 as well as 13 at the global level. Out of the 1066 tangible and intangible
registered works at the national level in Gilan province only 55 are intangible.

Textiles are one of the important branches of handicrafts and Gilan province has
a superior position among the Iranian provinces in this field. The textiles that are
produced in this province and are used in mourning and feasting rituals are
generally of two types: the first type is woven by hand on a fabric loom and consists
of weaving yarn; however, nowadays these textiles are produced in factories. The
second is knitted with hooks and strings. In this article both types are covered.
Textiles have always been used in rituals and ceremonies regarding different periods
of human life, from birth to death, and also in their social, economic and religious
life. Gilan province has a rich culture containing various customs and traditions
amonyg its people. They have an ancient history in the use of textiles.

Recognizing the function of textiles in the intangible heritage of this province
not only helps in understanding the customs of this society, but is also the first step
in identifying textiles as a cultural object with a historical identity. This research
specifically seeks to answer the following question: “What is the function of textiles
in mourning and feasting rituals registered in the list of intangible cultural heritage
of Gilan province?”



PURPOSE

The purpose of this study is to identify the function of textiles in mourning and
feasting rituals registered in the list of intangible cultural heritage of Gilan province.

METHODOLOGY

This research is of qualitative type in terms of approach, and practical in terms of
purpose. In essence and research progress, it is descriptive-analytical. The descriptive
part of the research includes the study of textiles in the rituals of Gilan province and
the analytical part deals with the function of these textiles based on the research
variables. The data collection method in this article is a combination of library and
field research and the data collection tool in the field method is interview. In order to
obtain historical information, theoretical foundations, and information about rituals,
beliefs, myths and similar cases library studies, text reading and note-taking were
used. As a field research, interviews with the elderly in Gilan province were conducted
and visits to General Directorate of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts of
Gilan Province were done. The method of data analysis in this study is qualitative.
According to the annual statistical report of the Ministry of Cultural Heritage,
Tourism and Handicrafts, the total number of works registered on the list of
intangible heritage at the national level has been 1480, of which 55 works are from
Gilan province. The statistical population of this research is the same 55 intangible
cultural heritage works of Gilan province. The sample size is seven works in which
textiles are used (mourning and feasting rituals).

RESULT

In the ritual of Minbere pirhan duodon (wearing a shirt), Alam vachini and
Aghadar, which are among mourning rituals, the use of textiles is observed.
Different types of textiles are used. The reason could be related to the functions;
these textiles are mostly used for fulfilling wishes and vows, and healing of the sick,
in which covering and tying plays an essential role.

The time of mourning rituals is Muharram month, especially the days of Tasua
and Ashura, which are considered mourning days by Shiites, so the common colors
used this month are black, green and red. In the mourning rituals of Gilan province,
green cloth is used for wish granting. The green cloth symbolizes the link between
the natives of Gilan and the holy Imams; they believe that these cloths convey
people’s prayers to Ahle Beit and they also ask God for forgiveness and healing for
them. In addition to the color green, black fabrics are used in the minaret ritual of
the Minbere pirhan duodon and black and red fabrics in Alam vachini ritual. They
use cloth as symbolic objects to perform their religious rites and they sit in
mourning for Muharram and the days of mourning by performing a ritual
ceremony.
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Since the number of feasting rituals in Gilan province is more than mourning
rituals, textiles used are more varied in terms of form and decoration, as well as
their defined functions. In these rituals, various types of textiles woven in weaving
machine such as scarves, shawls, tents and various pieces of fabric are used, as well
as textiles woven by hooks such as socks, bracelets, bags. In festive rituals, the
colors used in textiles are not an important feature in its selection, and a variety of
colors can be seen in such rituals. However, dominant colors are white, red and
green as well as haftrang (textiles with seven colors). In general, the most common
uses of textiles in feasting rituals in Gilan province are as gifts, distinctions, news,
rewards and to achieve allegorical desires or goals.

Using textiles as offerings and gifts is one of the important applications of
textiles in festive rituals, especially in Gilani marriage culture. In the rituals of
dastband tir-o bad, pishkesh no aroosan, gishe yavar, gishe bijar, textiles are used as
offerings and gifts. The use of textiles such as scarves, shawls, handkerchiefs,
waistband, socks, fabrics as offerings and gifts is testimony to the high importance
of textiles in giving gifts in this province. A similar culture can be mentioned in
traditional marriage-related ceremonies in western Turkey (Western Anatolia) or in
Iran among the tribes and nomads of the Shahsavan in northwest of Iran and the
Qashgqai tribes in the south. In various marriage-related rituals, the various gifts
exchanged between the families of the bride and groom are types of textiles, most of
which are given to the bride.

Achieving goals is of secondary importance in festive rituals. Textiles are used in
all of them. All of these are related to the fulfillment of people’s wishes. Distinction,
storage, information, decoration, covering, remembrance, ritual begging are other
functions of textiles in festive rituals that are relatively important. In some cases,
textiles have a symbolic role. This role is to use them for news or to remind
something or as a sign to distinguish two things. Sometimes, through the use of
textiles, news is announced by performing a ritual ceremony.

CONCLUSION

The concept of heritage is integrated with identity. A nation’s culture constitutes of
all its habits, rituals and art. The identity of individuals and society is shaped by
tangible and intangible culture. The customs and rituals of a community are part of
their intangible heritage. Rituals of any geography have been passed down from the
past to the present. Humans play an important role in the formation of cultural
heritage, and according to the recommendations of the United Nations, these works
are divided into tangible and intangible groups. These rituals can be divided into
two areas: mourning and feasting.

Ritual objects are tools, objects and artifacts related to the rituals in which they
are used. Textiles are a type of ritual object that can be seen in many forms in many



mourning and feasting rituals. Gilan province is rich in customs and in general
intangible heritage. In many of these customs, textiles are seen with different roles.
Textiles play an important role in the social, religious and cultural life of people in
many human societies. They are essential tools in all stages of life, from birth and
marriage to death. Since textiles are valuable gifts in important ceremonies,
memorials for future generations and means of performing religious ceremonies,
they have always had a special place in human life. In any society, according to its
culture, history and religion, textiles can have a different function in performing
mourning and feasting ceremonies.
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