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Abstract

Religious systems spread across geographical contexts and thus form their own
historical and geographical formations. The existing understanding and analysis of
Shiite formulation is mainly concentrated on its time and historical developments. In
this article, I have tried to deal with geographical aspect of Shiite identity formation
by emphasizing the recent developments, especially the fall of Saddam and the
liberation of pilgrimage of Karbala and other Shiite holy cities in Iraq for believers, in
relation to the geography of the Holy Land in Shiite culture. Historical data show that
Shiism has always regretted for the pilgrimage to its holy land, Karbala, and this has
symbolically become a fundamental part of the identity and faith of Shiites around
the world. The most important consequence of free access to the holy shrines has
caused the fundamental change of this formulation of the centrality of the Holy Land
and the end of this historical syndrome of regretting for the Holy Land and the desire
for pilgrimage.
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INTRODUCTION

In Shiite studies, the issue of history, culture and belief systems of this religion is
generally emphasized. For this reason, the developments of this religion have been
considered with the focus on the history and beliefs, and less attention has been
paid to the issue of Shiite geography and the issue of geographical access and
prohibitions in the history of this religion. For this reason, there is a limited
understanding of the agency of geography in this religion. This position is very
important in the issue of pilgrimage, which requires geographical relocation to
access to the holy shrines.

PURPOSE

In this article, I seek to understand the impact of changes in political geography and
the removal of prohibitions and restrictions on access to Shiite holy land in the
post-Saddam period. What was the consequence of the religious practices and
beliefs of these believers when the pilgrimage to Shiite holy places became a
pervasive and accessible matter for Shiite communities, especially in Iran?

METHODOLOGY

For the purpose of this article, on the one hand, the field work among the religious
communities and pilgrims, and the study of existing documents and reports on the
other hand, have been emphasized. Finally I have tried to analyze and study this
issue in the context of Shiite historical culture. As a result, data are analyzed
simultaneously between micro and macro levels.

RESULT

The increasing expansion of the possibility of pilgrimage to Karbala for the Shiites
of the world and the special emphasis on the Arbaeen pilgrimage ritual has created a
new situation, a situation that is, to some extent, unprecedented in the history of
this religious community. The issue of historical deprivation and lack of necessary
facilities of travelling for the pilgrimage to Karbala had made it a special and rare
phenomenon for some people, and in practice the success of the pilgrimage was an
exception. Nowadays Arbaeen pilgrimage become as a central geographical
transportation of Shiite people.

CONCLUSION

Recent developments have made the Karbala pilgrimage very pervasive. The
developments that result from the fall of Saddam's regime and the possibilities of
new communication and transportation technologies for the Shiites of the world to
have made mass possibilities for access to the Karbala shrine. The Islamic Republic
has a catalytic and accelerating role in post-Saddam era.



NOVELTY

The policy of recent years in the increasing development of mourning rituals
through the religious policies of the Islamic Republic especially for Arbaeen, on the
one hand, will bring traditional Shiism to its end as soon as possible, and on the
other hand, will cause premature birth of embryonic forms. The issue of march of
the pilgrims for Arbaeen has accelerated this development. The Arbaeen March,
which has transformed a local Iraqi tradition to transnational tradition among
Shiites, has now become a recurring theme for various Shiite groups, from States
and Leaders to the common people.
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