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ABSTRACT

This article tries to inspect the typology of the mourning communities in Yazd based
on the content of monodies and their general orientation. This research is
interpretive and the research method is based on grounded theory. Data collection
was done by semi-structured interviews with 22 informed people. The sample have
been selected from the group’s chief, the poet, the weeper, the panegyrist and the
active group members. The researches have shown that the mourning communities
in Yazd were have been put into type such as reflexivity, identity oriented and
ideological (movement oriented) communities. The properties of the reflexivity
community can be such example as: “time coverage glance at the Ashura history”,
“critical vision to contemporary Islamic societies”, “putting an emphasis on human
general concepts” and “critic of the discourse of the Islamic republic of Iran”. The
property of identity oriented can be as the following “the static vision in the Ashura
history”, “mournful and consolatory vision”, "emphasis on Shiite identity", “bound to
the borders of the Shiite identity of the Islamic republic of Iran. The property of the
ideological community is “the time coverage glance at the Ashura history”, “the

school vision”, “putting an emphasis on the Shiite jihad” and “bound to the discourse
borders of Islamic Republic of Iran”.
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INTRODUCTION

Iranian Shiites usually mourn in frame communities are called mourning
communities in Muharram month. The communities are one of the identity
elements, as an index of lived experience (Shariati, 2013: 43) and as a media for
Shiite (Mazaheri, 2010). Shiite societies have been changed and also mourning
traditions have been changed in form and content. One of the most important
content elements of mourning is poetry mourning those sing in mourning
communities. Several communities are more sensitive to society more than others
update the content of poetry mourning along with changing in society in modern
time.

PURPOSE

This article tries to emphasis on new style mourning in Yazd according of general
approach to communities and their poetry contents, typologies of different
communities and also inspect their differences.

METHODOLOGY

This research is done in interpretative paradigm and according to grounded theory
(Strauss & Corbin, 1998). The size sample are collected among in group’s chief such
as the poets, the member of community center, religious singer and active member
of mourning communities in Yazd. The sample of theoretical and targeted and
interviewed with 22 persons in 15 Important and well known in Yazd.

The interviewed were semi-structured and the interview questions were about
the general approach of communities about Ashura event and It’s relationship with
today society and also about the themes of religious sings of mourning
communities. Data gathering continued until theoretical saturation and receiving to
sample comprehensive typology about mourning communities in Yazd and
distinguishing every type. Data analysis was according to 3 states coding include:
open, axial and selective (Strauss & Corbin, 1998).

RESULT DND DISCUSSION

Results show the mourning community in Yazd can be divided in three types:
reflexive-oriented, identity-oriented and school-oriented. We can present this
typology according of four criteria: 1) Vision to Ashura event (temporality/none
temporality); 2) Vision to function/the prophesy of mourning communities in
today society; 3) Vision to compare Ashura message with general human values
(globalist/specialist): 4) The relationship of mourning communities discourse with
Islamic republic of Iran discourse.



Table 1. The Comparison of Three Types of Communities

Criteria Reflexive oriented Identity oriented School oriented
Vision to Ashura event ~ Temporality Non temporality Temporality
Vision function of Knowledge function Solidarity function Orientation function
community in today (Critical vision to (mourning & (school vision)
society Islamic contemporary consolatory vision

societies)
Vision to compare Emphasis on general Emphasis on Shiite Emphasis on jihad
Ashura message with human values identity aspect of Shiite
general values
The relationship of Critic to discourse & Defend to the borders  Defend to discourse
mourning operation of system of Shiite identity & borders of system &
communities' indifference to complete support
discourse with Islamic political approach of from it
republic of Iran system
discourse

It should be noted that in reality this three types have relationship with each other
and they have many similarities.

CONCLUSION

Identity-oriented communities have not very sensitivity to society and their poets
are often about the disasters of Imam Hossein. In contrast the reflexivity- oriented
and school-oriented communities pay attention to the problem of today societies
although reflexivity-oriented communities theoretical accord on Iranian religious
intellectualism. School- oriented communities often accord on Islamic
jurisprudence (Figh) especially Vilayet-Faqih. The main sensitive of identity-
oriented are the border of Shiite identity and increasing internal cohesion of Shias.
Reflexivity- oriented communities often have apprehension for giving knowledge to
society and improve it. Also, school-oriented communities want to reform in
visions and motivations of individuals in societies with the aim of moving in society
for establishing theocracy. In poet of reflexive oriented communities, Imam Hossein
has been showed as a reviver of values such as liberality, liberty, anti- oppression
and peacefulness. The poet of school-oriented mourning communities pays
attention to concepts such as martyrdom, jihad, insight and Vilayet-Faqih. These
communities defend the totality of these discourse and also the culture of jihad and
acceptability of Vilayet. Identity-oriented communities also they defend the Shiite
borders of Islamic republic discourse but they don’t inter to the political issues. In
contrast the reflexive-oriented communities have relatively critical position to the
discourse and performance of Islamic republic of Iran especially the extension of
hypocrisy and abuse from religious.
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NOVELTY

Against the stereo-type imagination that believes the traditions especially religious
tradition are cohesive and static and in modern times they will demolish or change
to ideology we observe relative plurality in religious traditions and especially in
religious communities as the manifest of religious traditional institution.
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