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ABSTRACT

This paper discusses the government's view on contemporary Iranian music as well as
the relationship between religion and art during the years 1971 to 2018. Thus, the
relationship between the two institutions of religion and art was examined through
sociological perspectives. For that matter, qualitative and analytical approaches were
applied, with the first relying on historical method where the tool was historical
documents (newspapers) and oral history (interviews with elites) and the second
analyzing the statistics published by the Music Division of the Ministry of Culture
and Islamic Guidance. In terms of data type, this is a historical research. The required
data include three categories published by national press between 1971 and 2018,
data related to interviewees and those published by the Music Division of the
Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance from 1982 to 2018. The results showed that
the media information, interviews and the Music Bureau data are in one direction
with regard to the state of music between 1971 and 2018 in a way that music was
completely weakened in the 1980s due to the dominance of religious view on the
country. The present study, by examining three data groups, showed the stage of
challenges the two institutions of religion and art have faced in contemporary Iran.
These challenges have, sometimes, led to severe stances of active and effective forces
in these two social institutions against each other. However, artistic forces are
gradually in the process to free themselves from the domination of religious
institutions and gain independence.
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INTRODUCTION

Music is an art arising from the inner instincts of the man and considered to be a
spiritual need and, like any art, can have diverse in forms. Islam’s relations with art
and music are one of the most important and practical issues. The words ‘song’ and
‘music’ are not used in the holy Qur'an, but there are verses, the narration of one of
which is seen to be referring to ‘song’. Currently, music with its various forms is
being used for different purposes and functions hence; many varieties of it are
produced and offered to the audience. These types affect the human as well as their
psyche in different ways. As a matter of fact, there are diverse views and opinions
about music that have led to many changes in their production and consumption in
Iran over the past few decades. That has also gone along with the widespread of
modernity and related elements leading to conflicts between different cultural
arenas. In the meantime, tradition too, sometimes in the form of insight, attitude
and artistic style, and sometimes in the form of religious custom has emerged
against those conflicts. In the Iranian society, due to the prevailing ideology and
legal duty of the government, with regard to their support for cultural production
and consumption and subsequently meeting social and cultural needs of the people
on the one hand and the key role of jurisprudence and its various legal foundations
on the other, it seems that the political system has become more and more confused
about music and despite formal laws, a coherent policy towards this art has not yet
been adopted. This situation has caused officials or individuals such as leaders of
Friday sermons or judicial officials who do not have a direct role in the process of
issuing or revoking official licenses, to enter in this arena and create a kind of
conflict.

PURPOSE

The main purpose of this study is to investigate issues arising from the relationship
between religion and music in contemporary Iran. In order to achieve this goal, the
researchers seek to find answers to these questions: What positions has the
government taken regarding music during 1971 to 2018 and what strategies music
activists have adopted in relation to the positions of jurists in the field of music? In
other words, the study, in order to achieve its main goal, seeks to identify the
strategies of music activists and users by considering jurisprudential postures and
religious approaches to music.

METHODOLOGY

The study has used 1) qualitative approach by taking into account historical method
and oral history and 2) analytical approach based on available data. In the first
approach and in the historical method, historical documents and newspapers, and
in the oral history section, interviews with the country's music elites were used as



data tools. Likewise, statistics published by the Music Division of the Ministry of
Culture and Islamic Guidance were used as a tool in the second approach. Overall,
the research data include three categories: reports presented by music and training
offices as well as through cultural and artistic activities of the Ministry of Culture
and Islamic Guidance. That also takes into account 26 members of the country's
music elite as key informants and news related to conflicts and disputes between
musicians and religious scholars, published between 1971 and 2018.

The research data are classified into three categories: 1) Surveys, opinions,
disputes and controversies between musicians, officials, religious scholars and
sources of emulation during the years 1971 to 2018, 2) Interviews with managers in
the musical domain and prominent music figures in Iran such as singers and etc.
and 3) data related to the volume of production and licenses for various genres of
music during different presidential terms.

FINDINGS

Findings related to disputes and controversies published by the media, interviews
with the country's music elite, and statistics released by the Music Division of the
Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance show that the country's music had faced
various challenges over the past decade hence, apart from jurisprudential and
religious positioning some other factors led to strengthening and sometimes
weakening of music in the country. Also, a comparative data analysis showed that
there is a kind of compatibility and convergence between these findings, that is,
music was completely weakened in the 1980s due to the dominance of the religious
view. Nevertheless, the evolution of the media could change the atmosphere since
the mid-1990s in favor of music publication. With the coming of the reformist
government, which had a restorative religious stance, music became better.
However, conservative tendencies of the Ahmadinejad government, in the turn of
the century, could see music stagnated in production and supply in record. Finally,
in the years 2014 to 2018, during the presidency of Hassan Rouhani, the music
encountered with strong opposition from conservatives.

CONCLUSION

The results of this study showed that sociologically, the dominance of religious
thought in contemporary Iran in the face of social pressure demanding music in the
Iranian society is periodically in retreat and the social credibility of the dominant
religious approach to music is becoming less and less and its ability to withstand the
pressure has been further weakened. The ever-increasing interest in music in
contemporary Iran and its consumption is clearly inconsistent with the dominant
religious attitude in Iran. There are currently four forces that determine the state of
music and among them some forms of friction and conflict prevail: 1) Activists in

Iranian Cultural Research

Abstract



the music domain; 2) People interested in music; 3) Official institutions in charge of
music affairs 4) Religious forces affiliated to the tendency of religious protectionism.
Meanwhile, music activists, people interested in music and consumers of musical
products stand side by side but they do not reject the prevailing religious view. But
the forces of the conservative religious tendency are so powerful that in many cases
they question the performance of official institutions in charge of music, such as the
Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance, and in many cases invalidate the licenses
issued by it.

NOVELTY
Research novelties include:
1. Assisting the cultural policy-making in the country's music sector;

2. Assisting the decision-making process and managers as well as senior officials
in the country's music sector;

3. Helping to recognize the cultural atmosphere and existing tendencies of

families towards music on the one hand and Sharia-oriented views on the other.
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