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Abstract:

Religion and media are two important phenomena in today’s Middle Eastern
societies. In these societies media is a newcomer player which its history
of presence hardly approaches a century while religion is among the oldest
and most important elements and factors in the Middle East. This article is
an attempt to evaluate the different aspects of confrontation and interaction
between these two in the Middle Easters societies in general and in Iranian
Society in particular. The aim of this article is to investigate the different ways
in which media occurred for and against religion trying to show how religion
has managed to use media as an opportunity and at the same time how it has
been threatened by it. This article argues that cooperation and confrontation
between media and religion has left a significant effect on these societies
influencing deeply the process of formation of political and social culture of the
people something that can affect the confrontation between tradition modernity
in these societies.

Keywords: culture, Iran, internet, media, Middle East, religion, satellite
television.
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