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ABSTRACT

Farabi's philosophy, in the most accurate meaning, is a problem-oriented and worldly philosophy. This
statement is against the claim that Farabi's philosophy is completely abstract and unrelated to the
concrete issues of his life, or even if he believes in such a connection, the proposed philosophical model
is considered to be fundamentally unrealizable in this world and that philosophy in many aspects i.e.
anthropology, politics, ethics, etc., is considered to be the highest part of a person's soul. In contrast to
this claim, which has many supporters, this article claims that not only Farabi's philosophy is basically
born from the concrete political, religious, cultural and social contexts of his lifetime, but his solution
to the problems of the time, unlike other one-sided solutions, is based on the distinct but related ideal-
real duality. According to the latter aspect, Farabi tried to bring together the ancient tradition and the
contemporary requirements and to help the intellectuals of the world solve the problems of the Islamic
society of his time. In this article, while analyzing these fields including Farabi's response to the issues
and crises of the time, it tries to propose this way as a model for philosophical thinking and cultural
policy-making, which recognizes the two real and ideal situations at the same time.
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INTRODUCTION

Did Farabi's reflections ultimately lead to solutions to get out of the crises of the time,
including the crisis of politics and the crisis of the plurality of religious sects or not?
In other words, can Farabi's philosophy, especially in practical wisdom, be considered
as a healing version - as Sina called his philosophical book by this name - and use it
to solve the recurring problems of the Islamic society of the third and fourth centuries
and even the Islamic societies of the Middle East and non-Islamic used in the
following centuries or should it be discarded due to labels such as being abstract and
not of this world, being ideal and unrealizable, etc.?

PURPOSE

In this article, based on Farabi's attention to philosophy and the ideal social and
political situation on the one hand and the existing situation that needs to be repaired
and corrected on the other hand, an attempt will be made to establish a relationship
between these two situations based on Farabi's intellectual principles.

METHODOLOGY

This article, with a historical and analytical approach, as well as a discourse with rival
theory, tries in two parts, firstly, it summarizes the issues and problems of Farabi's
time in order to make it clear to the reader what issues he was basically facing with
and how those issues were shaped and played a role in his intellectual concerns and
therefore his philosophy should be considered as an answer to those problems. And
in the second part, Farabi's solution to those problems and issues will be presented,
contrary to the above analysis. In such a way as to show that at least his political
philosophy poses a different solution to Nozick's rationality (applied reason) on the
one hand and the empirical wisdom of man on the other hand, with the ideal-real
double consideration.

FINDINGS

Along with tens of political, economic and military problems and religious and
ideological conflicts and at the time of great ethnic and cultural migrations, Baghdad’s
Abbasid era was the birth of a great scientific movement that distinguished it from its
counterparts in other territories. The cultural situation of Baghdad was a platform, on
which, Farabi breathed for some time and got acquainted with its issues and problems
on the one hand and it’s active social, cultural, scientific and artistic network and had
reflections on the other. The existence of Bait al-Hikmah and numerous schools in
Baghdad, the sultry market of the translation movement, the presence and activity of
various scientific elites in the Abbasid capital, the fame of this city as a place of science
and culture and a city of legends of the Thousand and One Nights, make it the main
cultural, scientific and artistic center of the time. This city was turned into a transit point
for different religions and faith, religious and non-religious arts and sciences. This issue



had caused a kind of tolerance in the city of Baghdad during the Farabi era, which
relatively granted all scientists and people, whether Sunni, Shia, Jewish, Zoroastrian,
Christian, or Kharijite, the necessary freedom to raise their debates and views, although
this freedom and tolerance was neither absolute nor completely fair, nor was it
developed and sustained in the long term.

Baghdad during Farabi was, more or less, an exception in the Arab society of the
Mesopotamian region; a beautiful exception with lasting memories for history. This
city at the height of cultural prosperity of the Abbasid Caliphate, hosted many
religions and intellectual gatherings. Shiites and Iranians had neighborhoods in this
city. Together with Jews, Christians and Muslims, they taught Iranian and Arabic
science, culture and art in their schools and in schools supported by the government,
and by entering the Caliphate, they encouraged the people to support the Caliph with
grace and art. The history of Iranian families' cooperation with the caliphate has full
of interesting points. Controversies and religious and theological debates between
scholars of different faiths, while revealing the radicalization of intellectual and
religious conflicts, were also indicative of tolerance in the society.

Farabi lived at a time when there were political, military, security and economic
crises on the one hand and the flourishing of science, culture and art on the other
hand. But could these two strains be compatible for a long time? That is, a rational
city envisioned that not only lacks the above-mentioned crises, but also hosts wisdom,
culture, science, and art. As a rule, such a city should be rational in the sense that its
foundation is based on knowledge and wisdom, and ruled by wise people, and its
inhabitants are subject to reasonable laws.

Imagine such a city, whose ruler is either entirely rational - and uses the language of
reasoning or allegory and imagination to express facts - or the knowledge of scholars and
intellectuals for the prosperity or happiness of the people guided Farabi to the plan of a
Utopian city i.e. a city if noble and virtuous people. But is it the utopia that educates and
guarantees the happiness of its residents, or is it the people who build the utopia to settle
in it and reduce their suffering and realize their own idea of happiness?

That was the critical period Farabi lived in. For him, the root of all the crises is the
weakness of the intellectual foundations of various claims, each of which supports a
layer and level of religious and ethnic conflicts. In other words, numerous religious
and sectarian conflicts in the unestablished Islamic civilization should be replaced by
philosophical and rational discussions on the meaning of human happiness, the place
of Sharia and prophecy in social management, the ratio of rational and concrete city,
and the place of science in ensuring the well-being of this world and giving the
hereafter happiness as well as dealing with other important human issues. Farabi has
a certain philosophical framework in this regard, with the help of which he could
present his desired model.
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Farabi paid close attention to the existing conditions. The crisis of the caliphate
and the crisis of numerous readings of the holy text, theologically or jurisprudentially,
or hadiths, or news, etc., made him realize the power of the sword and text at his time.
In this sense, any solution to the crisis and the image of a desirable society should
take these facts into consideration without expressing this fact from the language of
one of the religious sects. However, according to Farabi, this accepted tradition,
which is cited by both its supporters and opponents, must have a basic agreement
through reason and logic.

CONCLUSION

Farabi's philosophy is an answer to contemporary issues and questions. Contrary to this
prevailing reading and interpretation based on the trans-temporal and trans-spatial
nature of Farabi's philosophy and its preoccupation with simple and reasonable
ontological issues, his philosophy, while using the principles of Khosravani wisdom and
Greek and Egyptian philosophies, is the one entirely devoted to the problems and issues
of the Islamic society of the third and the fourth centuries Hijri. This philosophy, based
on the knowledge of that century, tries to provide solutions into order to exit the
contemporary society from numerous intellectual, political, economic and cultural crises;
solutions that are not based on the sword but on wisdom and rationality. Farabi has
defined politics in continuation of the dual ontology of sensible-perceptible; a reasonable
aspect in the body of utopia and a tangible aspect corresponding to the city based on the
knowledge of jurisprudence, friendship and participation. From this point of view, his
philosophy, in general, and his political philosophy in particular, have historical, cultural
and social values because it benefits from cultural and social contexts and his solutions in
response to the problems of the times can bring those contexts to the reader and
researcher of the third and fourth centuries Hijri. This claim does not mean reducing
Farabi's philosophy to just this aspect, because his philosophy, whether in theoretical or
practical aspect or in other areas such as art, linguistics, sciences, etc., has always been
independent or in connection with other aspects throughout the centuries. Many have
been noticed and read out. This article tried to highlight the concrete aspect of his
philosophy only from this point of view; a way that can defend Farabi against the
accusations that have been labeled against him in the contemporary period that he is an
abstract philosopher who is indifferent to contemporary issues and social problems.

NOVELTY

In this article, it was shown that Farabi's thinking model can be used to change the
existing situation based on the perspective of the desired situation, in many
academies of philosophy and in cultural decision-making.
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