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ABSTRACT

This research aims to explain the cultural dynamics of Iranian society, part of which, lies in
the contrast between past-oriented and future-oriented cultures. Media, as one of the tools of
cultural reminiscence, can play a role in reviving the past-oriented discourse. For this
purpose, the "Tunnel Zaman" program on Manoto TV channel, has been selected to analyze
how the past Iranian culture is reproduced. The main question here is how this media plays a
fundamental role in the representation and reproduction of the past-oriented discourse. The
research has been conducted using the cultural semiotics method of the Tartu Moscow
School, employing concepts such as binary oppositions, self and other, culture and non-
culture, text and non-text, and presence and absence. This research accomplishes a kind of
cultural typology of the past-oriented Iranian society. As a result, it became clear how media,
especially in this study, the content of Manoto's "T'unnel Zaman", uses cultural mechanisms
to transform the past from a state of non-text and death into a living text, as well as how the
desirable past in this program, which is introduced as of the Pahlavi era, is reproduced and
represented.
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INTRODUCTION

One of the important discussions in any culture is about creating an ideal and
utopian society whether in the contemporary era or for the future, which the
humans have strived throughout history. Creating an ideal society requires looking
into the concept of time, as in every culture, there has been orientations towards
this particular concept. Some cultures are future-oriented, some present-oriented,
and others past-oriented. Sometimes, humans refer to the past and use the desirable
past as a model for constructing the present and future. What causes humans to
prioritize the reproduction of the past, and to pursue the creation of an ideal future
society, is what has been preserved in human cultural memory. Lotman does not
consider memory as a source of knowledge or achievement of wisdom; rather, he
believes it is a source of constant "work” that has the ability to redefine the past and
define it in the present, and through which the future can be built. In culture, there
are phenomena that play the social role of memory carriers. Media is one of the
tools of cultural memory and can play an intermediary role between the past and
future, translating past into the present and vice versa. The "Tunnel Zaman"
program on Manoto TV channel, as a media outlet that exemplifies cultural
memory, purposefully returns to the past and attempts to reproduce the Pahlavi
past. Therefore, the focus of analysis is examining how the past is represented as a
meaningful and significant text in this program.

PURPOSE

The main objective of the research is to find a text or texts that are produced and
exchanged by the past-oriented Iranian culture, or serve as a model. In this context,
the television program " Tunnel Zaman" from Manoto TV channel has been
selected and analyzed in accordance with the theoretical framework and
methodology of this article. The focus of the analysis is to examine how the past is
represented as a meaningful and significant in this program. In other words, how
does “Tunnel Zaman" reproduce the Iranian past in the form of a value contrast
between past and future, with the future presented as the desirable future or utopia?
Additionally, under what cultural typology does this represented narrative fall.

METHODOLOGY

This research utilizes cultural semiotics of the Tartu-Moscow School, employing
key binary concepts such as past/future, self/other, text/non-text, culture/non-
culture within the framework of cultural codes. It also considers the role of cultural
memory in transmitting this past, as well as the self-descriptive model. The aim is to
examine how this program revives a lifeless past and then to analyze the cultural
typology of this represented model. Initially, we identified criteria for returning to
the past in other studies, and since this television program met all these criteria, we



selected it as a sample. Through our investigations, we found that this program has
been produced in 20 seasons, with each season comprising 13 episodes. To conduct
a comprehensive study, we randomly selected various episodes since the program's
inception until the present time of this research. It's worth noting that in each
season, an average of 5 programs were randomly selected and subjected to semiotic
analysis. Additionally, we purposefully chose one of the program's Nowruz special
editions, specifically the 1398 (2019) Nowruz special. This selection was made
because special editions of this program are produced with specific content and are
considered among the most important segments of the program. We then
conducted a semiotic analysis to culturally typologize the representation of the past
in this program.

FINDINGS

The program "Tunnel Zaman' on Manoto TV, as a self-descriptive model,
reconstructs its desired past, which is the era of the Pahlavi dynasty, through
various codes such as narrative, character, media, and spatial codes. In each of these
codes, " Tunnel Zaman " represents elements of the pre-revolution past using the
concepts like self/other, text/non-text, and culture/non-culture, positioning them in
contrast to the post-revolution period.

From the perspective of self and other, "Tunnel Zaman" depicts the Pahlavi past
as the "self” and the post-revolution period as the "other." This "other" is presented
in two ways: either it is completely omitted (the mechanism of absence) or it is
depicted negatively by comparing it to the negative aspects of the post-revolution
era.

From the perspective of text and non-text, “Tunnel Zaman" views the Pahlavi past
not as a completed or lost period, but as something that can be revived and
reproduced for the future.

From the perspective of culture and non-culture, “Tunnel Zaman" using the
self/other dichotomy, defines the post-revolution period as non-culture, while
representing the Pahlavi era as culture by highlighting the progress and
civilizational aspects of that time.

From the perspective of narrative codes, the "Tunnel Zaman" program on
Manoto TV represents various topics such as politics, economy, culture, art, and
society, with a focus on specific themes. In other words, the "Time Tunnel" program
highlights various subjects from the Pahlavi era. The main theme is governance,
which is portrayed through the representation of different aspects of this period.
The key elements within “ Tunnel Zaman " revolve around the Iranian national
culture. The issue of religion, among other cultural aspects, is represented to a lesser
extent.
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From the perspective of character codes, both the program's host and the
audience are involved in narrating the past. In this program, the prominent figures
of the Pahlavi era are highlighted. Additionally, through the symbolic
representation of women, efforts are made to emphasize social freedoms.

From the perspective of temporal codes, the past, as presented in this program, is
not seen as finished but rather something that can be revived and reproduced. The
idealized past is the pre-revolution period during the Pahlavi monarchy, while the
post-revolution era is marginalized, viewed as "the other" and considered a counter-
culture.

CONCLUSION

In sum, the "Tunnel Zaman" program on Manoto TV serves as a self-descriptive
model that uses various dualistic mechanisms, such as self and other, text and non-
text, culture and non-culture, and presence and absence, to represent its idealized
past—the Pahlavi era. Across different narrative codes, including character, media,
space, and time, the program contrasts the pre-revolutionary past with the post-
revolutionary period, often marginalizing or negatively portraying the latter.
Through selective representation, it highlights social freedoms, progress, and
cultural advancements of the Pahlavi era while diminishing or ignoring the post-
revolutionary narrative. The program ultimately suggests that the past under the
Pahlavi dynasty is not lost but can be revived and reconstructed for the future.

NOVELTY

This article, utilizing Yuri Lotman's cultural semiotics approach, examines the
representation of returning to the past and demonstrates how the definition of a
desirable past and its representation can be categorized within cultural frameworks.
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