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ABSTRACT

The relationship between humans and places, and consequently the sense of spatial and
social belonging to urban spaces, has been one of the most important research topics in
urban anthropology and sociology. Although the economic capital has significant effect on
choosing a place of residence, the factors that enable one to stay and continue living in the
chosen place, creating a sense of belonging and attachment to it, and making it difficult to
leave, are social and cultural factors that are produced and reproduced within individuals’
living spaces. In the present study, inspired by Bourdieu’s theoretical approach, the social
structures influencing individuals' decisions in choosing a place to live and the willingness to
reside in District 6 of Tehran were examined. The field of study of the present research was
the Amirabad neighborhood of Tehran, where the relationships between social capital,
cultural capital, lifestyle, and the inclination to reside in the neighborhood were examined
using survey methods and structural equation modeling. The results of the study indicated
that the choice of residence is not only the outcome of structural factors such as security,
social capital, and local amenities but is also influenced by individual actions and daily
decisions related to lifestyle and leisure. Furthermore, habitual consumption patterns and
leisure styles play a decisive role in the choice of residence for citizens.
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INTRODUCTION

The city of Tehran and its urban spaces have undergone significant changes and
transformations in the past five decades in terms of development and formation.
The choice of living location and the inclination to continue living in a place are
influenced by various factors and components. Although the choice of living
location and the desire to stay in a neighborhood may initially seem like a simple
phenomenon, it is, in fact, a complex and multifaceted phenomenon resulting from
the interaction of various factors. Among the various factors that play a role in
shaping individuals' preferences and choices, some factors have a more significant
impact. The choice of living location and the sense of belonging to a place as a social
phenomenon represent a convergence of the agency and selection power of
individuals on one hand, and the structural power of the field in limiting or
empowering decision-makers within this field on the other hand.

Most analyses of individuals' decisions in choosing housing and living locations
have been primarily economic, with less attention paid to non-economic
dimensions. However, individuals' choices are primarily a social matter, and
decision-making in this area should be considered as a field where non-economic
factors play an important role. Amirabad neighborhood, one of the old and
important neighborhoods in the north of Tehran, with its unique cultural and social
characteristics, serves as an example of urban environments that can provide a
suitable platform for studying the housing field. With the ongoing urban
development and increasing population density in Tehran's neighborhoods, the
need to study the housing field and the interaction of factors such as social capital,
cultural capital, and habitual patterns is more pronounced than ever.

PURPOSE

The present study aims to examine the inclination to stay in a neighborhood and
place of residence through a human cognitive and sociological question framework.
Therefore, the main question of this research is: What social factors influence
individuals' decision-making in choosing a place of residence and the desire to stay
in that place, and what is the role of social capital, cultural capital, and lifestyle in
individuals' decision-making in choosing a place of residence and the inclination to
stay in the Amirabad neighborhood of Tehran? Which social components play a
greater role in the inclination to reside in the neighborhood?

METHODOLOGY

The current research was conducted using a survey method, and an attempt was
made to explain the social structure of individuals' decision-making in choosing a
place of residence using structural equation modeling. The population of the study
included all residents of the Amirabad neighborhood in Tehran, of which 380



individuals were randomly selected as the study sample. The data collection tool
was a researcher-made questionnaire consisting of two sections. The first section
included demographic characteristics, and the second section included items related
to measuring the inclination to reside, economic, social, cultural capitals, and

lifestyle.

The dimensions of social capital studied included social trust, social cohesion,
social participation, and security. The dimensions of cultural capital included
embodied cultural capital, objectified cultural capital, and institutionalized cultural
capital. Additionally, two aspects of lifestyle, consumption style, and leisure style,
were selected for the study. The questionnaire items were on a 5-point Likert scale
ranging from very low to very high. The reliability of the questionnaire was
determined using Cronbach's alpha coefficient, which was calculated to be 0.90. The
questionnaires were collected at a specific time interval and analyzed using SPSS
version 25 and Lisrel software.

FINDINGS

The findings of the study indicated that the average score of social capital
dimensions was at a moderate level. The dimensions of cohesion and participation
had a poorer status compared to other dimensions. The most significant influencing
factor on residence within the social capital dimensions was the security of the area.
Cultural capital was assessed to be below the average level, with institutionalized
cultural capital showing a particularly unfavorable condition. Among the
components of cultural capital, no determining factor for residence was observed
except for books and reading, and interest in art was limited to music. The
consumption style of residents was generally traditional and economical, with no
tendency toward excessive consumption in the area. Due to the presence of Laleh
Park, the leisure style (both individual and collective) was evaluated to be above
average. This component played a significant role in the area's residency. Factor
analysis revealed that social capital and lifestyle variables influence the willingness
to reside in the area, while cultural capital did not have a significant impact on it.

CONCLUSION

The choice of residence for individuals in District 6 of Tehran is not only the result
of structural factors such as security, social capital, and local amenities, but is also
influenced by their individual actions and daily decisions related to lifestyle and
leisure. The selection of a living space in District 6 is not limited to economic factors
and access to facilities; rather, consumption patterns and leisure habits significantly
impact this choice. These findings indicate that the process of socialization and
lifestyle play an important role in residence-related decision-making. Ultimately,
the choice of where to live can be interpreted as an expression of individuals' social
and cultural identity.
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NOVELTY

This study employs a quantitative approach to investigate a social phenomenon,
examining the social structures influencing residential location choice in one of the
oldest neighborhoods of Tehran, beyond mere economic motivations.
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