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ABSTRACT

For the native people of northern Iran, the organization of the bloody battle of two bulls is
called Varzajang. They insist on its continuation under titles such as safeguarding the local
game, tradition, preservation of culture, and protection of identity. Although during the last
few centuries, this unusual culture has undergone tremendous changes with the
transformation of social structures, but its main core, "fighting two bulls", still remains.
Recently, some university researchers also emphasized economic dimensions, its
development to attract profit and financial income for the host, the attraction of tourism,
and social cohesion. Although many tourists and historians in Iran have called this
phenomenon a play since the past, but the ideal of the presence of wisdom in individual and
social life makes us consider a play beautiful that accepts the equality of actors in its
functions. This show, which has a kind of unconventional livelihood, denies half of its actors
(women). Our intention to deal with this issue is not to try to bring women into this
campaign, but to critically analyze it. Therefore, the central question is that the lack of
presence of women in this ceremony indicates what kind of relationships? Therefore, the
researcher tried to find an appropriate answer to the above questions with the bio-
experiment among the mentioned activists and adopting the Moustakas strategy in
phenomenology as a method as a result, Varzajang, in the continuation of the cultural
tradition of the past in the society, despite the changes it has had, has not come close to the
threshold of a cohesive social play.

Keywords: VarzaJang, bullfighting, gender, phenomenology, social damage

1. PhD in Political Sociology, Department of Political Science, South Tehran Branch, Islamic Azad
University, Tehran, Iran

P4 st_h_solati@azad.ac.ir

2. Associate Professor, Institute for Cultural, Social and Civilization Studies, Tehran, Iran

* Corresponding Author

< Bahrani@iscs.ac.ir

3. Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, South Tehran Branch, Islamic Azad
University, Tehran, Iran

P4 kh-mortazavi@azad.ac.ir


https://doi.org/10.22035/jicr.2023.3125.3438
https://doi.org/10.22035/jicr.2025.3319.3595
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0

Iranian Cultural Research

Vol. 18
Issue 1
Spring 2025

INTRODUCTION

"Varzajang" is called the arrangement of the battle of two bulls, which has been
common in Gilan for a long time. In the beginning, this game was a show in the
middle of the royal celebrations, which little by little has become an independent
competition and is now accompanied by gambling, however, this phenomenon has
not been subjected to critical research until now. Therefore, the central questions
are what do the women in this scene experience from the past to the present?
Specifically, what does emerge the social relations of men and women here?

One of the characteristics of a wise life is that human and collective life should
contain the least form of evil and the least exploitation. Therefore, to develop a good
human life based on the realization of women's rights as half of the society, we
consider the curtain of the ambiguity that is less talked about.

PURPOSE

Mousavi et al. (2006 and 2007) in the article “Anthropological research on
Varzajang in the Culture of Gilan" and the book "Traditional Plays and Showes of
Gilan", Jamali (2022) in the treatise "Ethnographic study of Varzajang: a case study
of Khammam city", discuss Varzajang without mentioning the position of women.

Sarah Pink's research (1996) in her doctoral thesis titled "Women in the World
of Bullfighting" approaches our concern. During ten chapters, Pink theorizes about
female bullfighters, gender and identity, gender and tradition, and...The life of a
female bullfighter. However, all these situations have been ruled out for the
researchers of these lines, because in the situation under study, women are present
on the margins of the Varzajang phenomenon.

METHODOLOGY

In phenomenology, instead of talking about variables, the researcher starts with a
natural attitude through which ordinary people participate in the life of the world;
In this regard, this research has chosen the phenomenology method. Among the
various methods of applying phenomenology, Tietchen and Hobsen (quoted from
Iman 2018: 13) have spoken of two direct approaches and indirect approaches.
Therefore, the researcher tried to live with the members under study, as an indirect
approach, Communication was formed in a continuous presence.

FINDINGS
1. The first experience of the researcher

In an interview, a man mentioned a play with two sticks in the shape of the English
letter "Y", which was a representation of Varzajang and gender segregation among
children. In other words, as Garrett (2001: 38) said, "Girls learn that they are girls,



and girls are expected to behave differently from boys". Therefore, many women
who support Varzajang while believing that "Varzajang is for men"; cannot express
their interest in this show.

2. The second experience of the researcher

In the evening of an autumn day, news came from all corners of the city that a
‘Meadan Kush" war was going on in the city of Sangar. I went to see a family that
on the promised day and before the start of the competition, the women of the
family wanted to watch their bullfighting movie online. In the case of the study,
direct watching Varzajang by women was a function of the happiness of their
husbands, brothers, or fathers, and less like men, they expressed tradition, culture,
pleasure, and even entertainment.

3. Horizontalization of activists' experience

To understand the experiences of women in the war situation, we used the
experience of tourists from the travelogues of Figueroa, Olearios, Chardin, Franklin,
Hodzko, Polak, Gubino, Wills, Serena, Rabino, Casama, In the past ages, we
extracted and also arranged the important sentences of the activists of Varzajang in
Rasht as described in the following table:

Tablel. Activists' experiences

1. Women are not allowed to participate in the main place of discussion about Varzajang, i.e. the
village coffee house.

In response to why women are not present in Varzajang, I heard: "Varzajang is an Islamic sport"!
According to some natives of Gilani, "Varzajang means money", a woman who has no money!
Social and cultural pressures prevent the participation of women in Varzajang.

The space of women's discussion about war is a function of men's quotes.

In the villages, men breed bulls and women breed cows.

Bull has been a common capital item for rural women.

Varzajang women's group in cyberspace lacks man!

Varzajang wants a warrior, not a woman!

0PN W

4. Gender analysis

The phenomenological study of encounter situations is a study in which we want to
establish a relationship between the intentions of the activities who act in a specific
situation and the time and place where the intentions are integrated with each other.

4-1. The Presence of Women in Varzajang

The travelers' narratives indicated the presence of women to watch because of their
dependence on the powerful man (Figueroa, 1984: 213-244; Olearius, 1970: 582). In
general, the presence of women in the public arena was strongly subordinated to
men. Thus, many Varzajang activists are "ashamed” of expressing the necessity of
women's presence.
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4-2.Women's Work and Varzajang

According to the researchers' bio-experimental and horizontal narratives in table
(1), it can be seen that most of the matters related to the cultivation of Varza are the
responsibility of men. Most of the women (villagers and farmers) raise female cows.
It is as if the animal is also subject to gender segregation in this space! In other
words, we are facing "the inability of women or the unimportance of their work”
among many Varzajang activists.

4-3.Women Subordinate to Men

The description of women's experiences shows that we are facing two distinct levels
of women's dependence on men:

* Women who believe in obedience and act within the framework of traditional
stereotypes.

« Women who do not believe in obedience but act within the framework of
traditional stereotypes.

4-4.Gambling and Women

From the sum of the results that are envisaged for gambling; many of them, such as
divorce, prostitution, rape, etc., are directly related to women's issues (Fatemi et al.
2019; Holdsworth et al. 2012). In general, women often bet on the bull with their
father, brother, husband, and relatives to show some level of loyalty to their family.

4-5.Representation of Gender and Varzajang

Considering the concept of representation of gender through which meaning is
produced and exchanged between members of a culture; the only signs of the
presence of women in this phenomenon are around the types of knitting, the
representation of "Housesitter women" and "the spectator’s woman".

4-6. Sexual Penis and Varzajang

Many battles in Verzajang are accompanied by testicle massage; however, women
refuse to touch an animal's testicle frameworks of "shame and zeal."In other words,
the animal's body should naturally include sexual separation; it takes on sexual
content.

CONCLUSION

What can be understood from the emergence of women and gender in new
relationships is that, contrary to the natural attitude of Gilani bullfighters the
government's policies prevent women from participating in fighting. We found that
the position of women in the Varzajang situation is the reproduction of everything
that existed in the past. In this regard, there has always been an area in the



background of this phenomenon that called women “spectator, passive, timid,
Housesitter, subservient to men".Therefore, a woman as a helper for a man's
livelihood and pleasure, she is not free to use her wisdom to the public. A woman
can housesitter; give advice; and watch from afar; she should help in the treatment
and rearing of the bull, but she should avoid touching the animal's body because of
what is considered "zealousness".
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