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ABSTRACT

This study employs the theoretical framework and "Layered Thinking in Think-Peace
Research” methodology to analyze the dimensions of peace culture from the perspective of
the pacifist intellectual movement in Iran during the Islamic Republic era. Focusing on the
cultural approach as one of the subcurrents of this discourse, the research was conducted in
three stages: 1) Pre-Philosophical Analysis: Establishing the level of description and analysis;
2) Thinker Identification: Recognizing 11 prominent thinkers, including Bazargan, Davari
Ardakani, Soroush, Kadivar, Malekian, Mosleh, Farastkhah, Ali Khani, Amir-Mahallati,
Magsoudi, and Mansour Nejad, based on systematic qualitative indicators of their thought
systems and their published works; 3) Ideology Analysis: Conducting qualitative content
analysis of their works. The findings reveal the socio-political contexts shaping the non-
peaceful environment, including “the Iran-Iraq War, ideological conflicts, and discursive
dichotomies”. In the realm of cultural problematization, nine key challenges were identified;
The influence of Western violent civilizations , Obstacles to intercivilizational dialogue,
Cultures of violence within political society, Malpractices in ethnic studies, Anti-cultural
modernization, Neglect of indigenous thought structures, Violent ideologies, The infiltration
of Marxist leftist culture, Primitive violence. The proposed solutions by the thinkers were
categorized into seven main areas: Transforming the political culture of elites, Integrating
peace culture with sustainable development, Promoting intercultural dialogue, Applying the
concept of non-violence, Educating for intercultural peace, Developing peace theology based
on religious sources, Reviving the Iranian school of peace. The research emphasizes the
necessity of networking cultural institutions and reforming educational programs as
prerequisites for institutionalizing a peace culture.
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INTRODUCTION

One of the intellectual and ideological currents during the Islamic Republic of Iran
is the peace-oriented thought movement. Thinkers and researchers within this
movement, during a period when the country faced problems and crises such as
social and political conflicts, war, political tensions with the West, and others,
advocate for and prioritize peace, non-violence, tolerance, flexibility, tolerance, and
political coexistence among individuals and social groups; and internationally, they
promote dialogue, reconciliation, and agreement. These thinkers and researchers,
with various intellectual approaches and perspectives, address the topic of peace
and, based on these ideas, have proposed solutions to solve problems and
challenges.

One of the approaches within this ideological movement is the "Cultural of
Peace" approach, which examines the subject of peace from the perspective of
“culture.” The main issue in this research is: what are the dimensions of the culture
of peace from the viewpoint of the peace-oriented ideological movement in Iran? In
order to answer this main question, subsidiary questions include: What is meant by
the culture of peace? How do peace thinkers define the culture of peace? What
problems and challenges have they identified for spreading the culture of peace?
And what strategies have they recommended for promoting, deepening, and
institutionalizing the culture of peace? Some of the key concepts related to this
research topic are:

Thought: In this study, "thought" specifically refers to: "A somewhat coherent
set of discussions emerging from a cognitive system, which, through normative,
prescriptive, interpretive, and evaluative approaches, addresses issues and topics
within its specialized field. Its main concern is solving problems or making progress
in one of the human and social fields" (Alikhani, 2022, 44-45).

Culture of Peace: Since this research focuses on the concept of culture, it is
necessary first to define culture, and then to define the culture of peace. Culture is
defined as: "A complex, broad, and deep set of beliefs, insights, values, attitudes,
habits, and customs of individuals and human groups that shape their overt and
hidden personalities and behaviors" (Alikhani, 2022, 45). The culture of peace,
within the peace-oriented ideological movement, is understood as: "A set of beliefs,
insights, and values that aim to promote peace, harmonious coexistence, and
tolerance among individuals and social groups, advocating for and institutionalizing
these principles.”

Peace-oriented ideological movement: Refers to a spectrum of thinkers and
researchers who recommend and advocate for peace, coexistence, tolerance, and
actions based on these principles among political and social elites, groups, and



parties, in opposition to internal political conflicts and in the resolution of
international political tensions.

Based on the research findings, so far, no independent study titled "The Culture
of Peace from the Perspective of the Peace-Oriented Intellectual Movement in Iran"
has been conducted; however, some studies are indirectly related to it, which can be
categorized as follows: Category One: This includes studies that examine topics such
as peace in Islam, Islam and peaceful coexistence, Jihad in Islam, tolerance and
moderation in Islam, tolerance, and related subjects (Arayesh, et al., 2022; Alikhani,
2010; Alikhani, 2014; Salehi Najafabadi, 2004; Al-Sabbagh, 2007). These researches
are directly related to peace and coexistence in Islam, and their epistemological
sources include the Quran, Sunnah, the Prophet Muhammad's (PBUH) life, and the
narrations of the Imams. Although these studies address the culture of peace in
Islam, the discourse of the culture of peace is a very extensive topic that is not
limited solely to Islam.

Category Two: This encompasses research that examines peace and coexistence
in the thought of the Islamic Revolution and its leaders (Eslami, 2016; Haq-gou &
Shokouhi, 2020) and resistance to imperialism and peace in the foreign policy of the
Islamic Republic (Dehghani Firoozabadi & Rouhi, 2018; Simbar et al., 2016; Fouzi,
2017; Bakhordari, 2020; Vazin, 2018). These studies indirectly focus on the
discourse of the culture of peace, especially in the realm of foreign policy and
cultural diplomacy.

Category Three: This includes studies that have the closest connection to the
subject of this research, exploring the culture of peace from various perspectives.
Topics in this category include intercultural approaches to peace (Didari, 2001;
Mosleh2018; 2014; 2019), peace education with religious and cultural approaches
(Asadi & Shamsheeri, 2020; Asadi et al., 2019; Kouhgard & Shamshiri, 2016; Mir &
Shamshiri, 2017; Marzoughi et al., 2017; Omidvar et al.,, 2018; Malekiyan, 2023;
Dastouri, 2021; Hatami & Shahrabi Amiri, 2022; Fazeli, 2023), peace from the
perspective of culture and Persian literature (Mirkoushesh & Nouri Safa, 2013;
Karimi et al., 2017; Mehravaran, 2018), and from the perspective of human rights
concerning the culture of peace (Ghodrati & Kaffash Niri, 2019).

This research aims to analyze the peace-oriented thoughts within the cultural
perspective during the Islamic Republic of Iran using a layered framework and
methodology in epistemology. It seeks to identify and introduce thinkers and their
scholars to the extent possible, based on qualitative and quantitative indicators of
thought. Ultimately, the study intends to systematically recognize, categorize, and
analyze their ideas and research in relation to the culture of peace in Iranian society.
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PURPOSE

The culture of peace is considered one of the approaches to peacemaking and
fostering friendship and coexistence. In the realm of thought, understanding peace
ideas from a cultural perspective can lead to the growth and development of the role
of Iranian culture, recognition of thinkers and scholars in this field of thought, and,
within the scope of this research, the formulation of a local model of peace and
conflict resolution. In the practical arena, it also holds the potential to play a role in
creating national unity and cohesion, as well as alleviating international tensions.

METHODOLOGY

In this research, the theoretical framework and research method called "Layered
Thinking in Research” have been utilized, which was introduced by Ali Akbar
Alikhani (Alikhani, 2022, preceding). According to this method, the research is
conducted in five stages, each comprising multiple layers. Each layer contains
several steps or practical actions that facilitate understanding and comprehension of
ideas. It is possible that not all the stages, layers, and steps specified in this method
are applicable to all ideas, thinkers, and researchers or that the researcher may not
have the opportunity or capacity to explore all of them in their study. Therefore, in
practice, the research on ideas is carried out to the extent possible. The purpose of
this research is not to address all five stages of this method; instead, we have
employed three of the five stages of the layered approach in idea research, which
include the following:

First Stage: Pre-Idea Recognition

This stage acts as a roadmap guiding the researcher on how to proceed and how
to employ the specified elements throughout the research. The layers of this stage
include: 1) Identifying indicators of ideas; 2) Recognizing the issues related to ideas;
3) Classifying research patterns and selecting an appropriate model; 4) Determining
the level of the research.

In this layer, the researcher should describe the research level within one of the
models and across five levels: description, analysis, explanation, interpretation, and
critique, or a combination of all. The research level chosen in this study involves the
description and analysis of ideas; the levels of explanation and interpretation are
outside the scope of this research and can be addressed elsewhere.

Second Stage: Thinker Recognition

This stage involves understanding the thinker themselves and the researchers,
serving as an intermediary link between the first stage (pre-idea recognition) and the
third stage (idea recognition). In this phase, thinkers and scholars who espouse peace-
oriented ideas rooted in a peace culture approach are identified and introduced.



Third Stage: Idea Recognition

This is the main body of the research, with the previous two stages providing the
foundation and context for better understanding this phase. Here, the focus is
directly on the content of the ideas of the thinkers and researchers under study. The
layers of this stage include:

1. Understanding the social and political contexts and conditions that gave rise
to cultural peace ideas;

2. Recognizing the issues and concerns of scholars and thinkers regarding the
emergence of conflicts;

3. Outlining the strategies recommended by these thinkers to establish and
institutionalize peace and coexistence within society.

FINDINGS

The findings indicate the socio-political contexts shaping the post-conflict space,
including the Iran-Iraq war, ideological conflicts, and discursive dualities. In the
realm of cultural epistemology, nine key challenges were identified: the influence of
violent Western civilizations, obstacles to intercivilizational dialogue, a culture of
political violence, the harms of ethnic studies, anti-cultural modernization, neglect
of indigenous thought structures, violent ideologies, the infiltration of Marxist
leftist culture, and the prevalence of tribal violence.

The proposed solutions by thinkers were categorized into seven main areas:
transforming the political culture of elites, integrating peace culture with sustainable
development, promoting intercultural dialogue, applying the concept of non-
violence, educating for intercultural peace, developing peace theology based on
religious sources, and reviving the Iranian school of peace. The research emphasizes
the necessity of networking cultural institutions and reforming educational
programs as prerequisites for institutionalizing a culture of peace.

CONCLUSION

Today, the factors creating a non-peaceful environment and forms of violence in
Iranian society are diverse and multifaceted. They are shaped by political, social,
economic, ethnic, and cultural goals and motivations, and they bring with them
negative internal and international consequences for the country. In this context,
the role of culture and its elements in preventing violence and fostering peace and
coexistence in society is of great importance.

Peace-oriented thinkers and researchers have approached this subject from
various perspectives. One such approach is the cultural perspective, which addresses
the issue of peace from the viewpoint of "culture." These scholars and researchers
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first identify some of the problems and challenges involved in creating an
unpeaceful environment in contemporary Iranian society. They then propose
solutions for establishing and institutionalizing peace and harmonious coexistence.

The discourse on cultivating a culture of peace is anchored in two primary
scholarly perspectives. The first advocates for transformative changes in the political
culture of elites, emphasizing the necessity of political and institutional reforms to
foster societal development. The second emphasizes strengthening educational and
cultural institutions—such as schools, universities, and research centers—to
inculcate values of friendship, forgiveness, tolerance, and understanding among
youth and emerging generations. Additionally, the media plays a crucial role in
disseminating and reinforcing peace-oriented narratives.

Implementing these approaches can foster attitudes conducive to peace at
individual, social, and environmental levels, laying a foundation for broader peace
in political, economic, and cultural domains. Ultimately, nurturing inner peace,
harmony with nature, and mutual understanding within society is fundamental to
achieving sustainable societal growth and prosperity. A concerted effort to embed
these cultural principles across diverse sectors holds promise for transforming Iran
into a more peaceful and harmonious society in the future

NOVELTY

This research aims to analyze the peace-oriented thoughts within the cultural
perspective during the Islamic Republic of Iran using a layered framework and
methodology in epistemology. It seeks to identify and introduce thinkers and their
scholars to the extent possible, based on qualitative and quantitative indicators of
thought. Ultimately, the study intends to systematically recognize, categorize, and
analyze their ideas and research in relation to the culture of peace in Iranian society.
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