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ABSTRACT

A part of the causes of aversion to peace and cultural hostility to peace lies in ideology. The
focus of this article is to examine the impact of Western social ideology on peace-hostility,
othering, and extremism in contemporary Iranian political culture. The concept of “Kemo-
socialism” is coined by combining the words communism and socialism, and the main
question is how the Kemo-socialist culture has influenced othering, intolerance, and hostility
to peace in contemporary Iranian political culture. After presenting a theoretical discussion
and defining the key concepts, the article briefly addresses Iran’s encounter with modernity
and the West. It then discusses the formation of Iranian political culture in the decades
leading up to the Islamic Revolution in 1979. In this section, five currents shaping political
culture during this period are introduced, and the sources forming this culture, as well as
their continued influence on each other, are analyzed. The next section is devoted to the
reproduction of Kemo-socialist political culture after the Islamic Revolution and its
persistence to the present day. In the final part, the article highlights the incompatibility of
the formed political culture with Islam on the one hand, and with five authentic Iranian-
Islamic sources on the other. The findings indicate that, from the time of encountering the
West and modernity until today, Iranians have been influenced, in terms of political
attitudes and culture, more by the social West and significantly less by the liberal West.
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INTRODUCTION

Some of the root causes of dichotomous othering (in terms of truth and falsehood),
intolerance, and opposition to peace in contemporary Iran can be traced to the
ideological influence of Western socialist or communist cultures on Iran's political
culture. The concept of Commusocialism—a blend of the terms communism and
socialism—refers to the political and economic dimensions of Marxism, which have
significantly impacted political culture in Iran and the broader Islamic world.
This article investigates how Western socialist ideological culture has contributed to
the emergence of intolerance and peace resistance within Iran’s contemporary
political culture. The main research question is: How has Commusocialist culture
influenced othering, intolerance, and hostility toward peace in Iran’s political
culture today?

PURPOSE

The aim of the article is to trace the roots of intolerance and peace resistance within
Iran's current political culture. Contemporary Iranian political culture has been
shaped by six epistemological sources. This research seeks to understand which of
these six sources has become dominant and, consequently, has driven political
culture in the direction of intolerance and hostility toward peace.

METHODOLOGY

This study employs a multi-method approach. The primary method is “thick
description,” commonly used in the analysis of cultural phenomena. This approach
aligns with interpretative-constructivist and critical-analytical paradigms, aiming to
go beyond surface-level observations. It emphasizes deep reflection and
contemplation to uncover the layered, complex, and often hidden dimensions of a
phenomenon. Thick description is rooted in historical depth, is highly influential in
the present, and offers valuable insights for the future. This method was designed
and implemented based on the “basic research method”, carried out in three stages:
1) designing the research according to academic standards; 2) data collection; and
3) writing the study following scientific principles.

The other method utilized is phenomenology, wherein the researcher directly
engages with the phenomenon based on personal experiences and observations.
After an initial descriptive phase, the researcher then analyzes the way the
phenomenon manifests and the meaning it generates, using a systematic approach.

FINDINGS

From the period preceding the reign of Reza Shah Pahlavi up to the 1979 Islamic
Revolution—excluding the official discourse of the state, which aligned with
Western liberalism and pursued development pragmatically—five sociopolitical
currents gradually shaped Iran's political culture:



Marxist political current

Marxist intellectual-literary current

Socialist Islamic current

Liberal Islamic current

. Revivalist Islamic current

These five movements were influenced by three main epistemological sources:

1. Western socialism, after the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution

2. Western liberalism, including Western European and American civilization
3. Historical Islam, interpreted through an ideological approach.

All five sociopolitical currents, despite their differences, were in opposition to

N e

the Pahlavi regime. Among them, the leftist Marxists were the most radical and
militant.

o The first current (political Marxists) engaged in armed guerrilla warfare.

e The second current (intellectual-literary Marxists) supported the struggle
through poetry, fiction, art, and other cultural means.

o The third current, blending Islam and socialism, absorbed the militant ethos
of Marxism.

Thus, three of the five currents were explicitly and directly influenced by leftist
ideology, which is characterized by: dichotomous othering (self vs. other),
intransigence, intolerance, self-righteousness, delegitimization of opponents,
justifying the means by the ends, and so on.

The liberal Islamic currents, in contrast, could not easily exhibit these
characteristics since liberal culture emphasizes tolerance, compromise, human
rights, peace, and nonviolence. However, due to its opposition to the Pahlavi
regime, it was forced to adapt to the demands of political struggle, which led it to
partially compromise its liberal values and become somewhat influenced by
CommusSocialist ideology.

The revivalist Islamic movement—along with its various religious subcurrents—
though intentionally distancing itself from both Western socialist and liberal
influences, and even strongly opposing the Marxist, nevertheless unintentionally
absorbed some of the militant and exclusionary attitudes of leftist movements. To
avoid being sidelined by more militant rivals, revivalist religious groups were
compelled to reinterpret their own traditional militant teachings and align their
political behavior with the prevailing atmosphere of activism. Thus, these groups
were heavily influenced behaviorally and tactically by the first three Commusocialist
currents, and ideologically to a degree by the fourth.

After the 1979 Islamic Revolution, three of the five pre-revolutionary currents
(the first three) were eliminated within two to three years due to various reasons.
The remaining two—the liberal Islamic and revivalist Islamic movements, both of
which had been influenced by Western socialist ideology—ultimately assumed
power.
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CONCLUSION

In theory, six epistemological and cultural sources could have shaped contemporary
Iranian political culture:
1. Ancient Iranian heritage
. Islamic teachings
. Persian literature
. Western liberalism
. Regional and domestic culture
6. Western socialism

(2 BN ROV I )

The prevalence of othering and peace resistance in contemporary Iranian
political culture suggests that none of the first five sources had a significant
influence. Instead, Western socialism and CommuSocialist ideology have
profoundly shaped this culture.

Since socialist Westernization embedded itself within the Iranian-Islamic
cultural fabric and was reinterpreted through its lens, it has effectively become a
localized element of the native Islamic culture. As a result, this external ideological

influence is often perceived as an integral part of Iran’s own intellectual and cultural
body.

NOVELTY

The novelty of this article lies in its categorization of the political culture-shaping
movements in Iran from the late Qajar period up to the Islamic Revolution. It
identifies their ideological leanings and mutual influences and presents a
classification of the six potential epistemological sources that could have informed
Iranian political culture. The study demonstrates that Commusocialist perspectives
have played a fundamental role in shaping Iran’s current political culture.
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