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ABSTRACT

Political action is behavior, whether by individuals or groups, sometimes in protest, as a
result of decisions or actions from the government or political institutions. Political action
in Iran has significant value; it is possible for political action to stand both domestically
and internationally to change policy-making, civil rights and civil liberties, and affect
social and economic progressive development. In this regard, the main purpose of the
present study is to explain the mechanism of the impact of social trust and social networks
on citizens' political action, with an emphasis on the mediating role of cultural values. The
current study wants to explore the direct and indirect effects of these two dimensions
through the mediating influence of secular and emancipative cultural values. The seventh
wave of data from the World Values Survey, with a sample of 1,499 Iranian citizens, was
used for this purpose. Data were analyzed using structural equation modeling using Smart
PLS software. The study showed that social trust has a significant negative effect on
political action, while social networks had a significant positive effect. An examination of
the indirect paths showed that social trust has a significant negative effect on political
action which suggests political action can be created through social trust and networks.
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INTRODUCTION

Inglehart's (2015) theory suggests that political action involves collective actions
with the aim of effecting political change in society. He considers political
participation as a group/activity-oriented phenomenon that has more value than
individual political transformation. In his subsequent writing, Putnam (2015) builds
on this and highlights social capital - namely, networks of interpersonal trust and
cooperation - which he believes makes a "great difference” in whether or not
individuals are willing to engage in political action. Scholars like Putnam view
societies with generalized trust as those where individuals are more likely to
collaborate with formal institutions to create positive change. Comparatively, Saleh
and Vergil (2022), note that in traditional societies (notably societies based on
Islamic and Middle Eastern tradition) social trust and networks are mediated
through different religious and cultural factors. Cha (2023), highlights that cultural
values influence how social capital affects social or political action, and pointed out
that unique -religious, social, and historical- situations provide the necessary
mediation to evaluate social capital's effects. Understanding how social and
political contexts are shaped, can provide us insights into ways to strengthen
political participation in Iran, a country with rich cultural heritage which shapes
social and political actions?

PURPOSE

The current research examines the relationship between social capital and citizens'
political action in Iran while also investigating the role of cultural values in the
relationship as well. In other words, we will focus on whether cultural values could
act as a bridge in enhancing social and political relations in Iran. In this regard, the
research hopes to answer this question based on the seventh wave of the World
Values Survey.

METHODOLOGY

In this research, data of the seventh wave of the World Values Survey about Iran
have been used to test the hypotheses. After analysis of these data by using the
Partial Least Squares with the Smart PLS software, the World Values Survey such
as the one in this study, is a worldwide research project that studies values as well
as people's beliefs, how they change over time, and their social and political
consequences. The seventh wave of this data for Iran from 2017 to 2022 was based
on 1,499 Iranian citizens, which included 74% urban respondents and 26% rural. In
addition, 51% of those respondents were male and 49% were female, with an
average respondent age of 39.5 years.

RESULTS

In this regard, the results indicate that the impact of social trust on cultural values
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has a path coefficient of -0.60, a t-statistic of 37.98, and a significance level of 0.00,
suggesting a strong and significant negative relationship between social trust and
cultural values. The results regarding the impact of social networks on cultural
values show a path coefficient of -0.07, a t-statistic of 3.55, and a significance level
of 0.00, indicating a weak but significant negative relationship between social
networks and cultural values. The direct impact of social trust on political action
has a path coefficient of -0.19, a t-statistic of 5.60, and a significance level of 0.00,
demonstrating a moderate and significant negative relationship between social trust
and political action. The direct impact of social networks on political action has a
path coefficient of 0.13, a t-statistic of 5.17, and a significance level of 0.00,
indicating a moderate and significant positive relationship between social networks
and political action. The direct impact of cultural values on political action has a
path coefficient of 0.08, a t-statistic of 2.13, and a significance level of 0.03,
suggesting a weak but significant positive relationship between cultural values and
political action. Finally, the research results regarding the impact of social trust on
political action through cultural values indicate that the significance level of 0.03 is
less than 0.05, which shows that this effect is statistically significant. This means
there is evidence that social trust significantly negatively affects political action
through cultural values. On the other hand, the research results regarding the impact
of social networks on political action through cultural values indicate that the t-
statistic is 1.71 and the significance level is greater than 0.05, suggesting that this
effect is not statistically significant.

DISCUSSION

The outcomes of this study suggest that social trust and social networks both have
direct effects on political action, but their effects are opposite. Social trust has a
significant negative effect on political action while social networks have a
significant positive effect on political action. In addition, social trust has a
significant negative effect on political action through cultural values, whereas social
networks do not affect political action through cultural values in a statistically
significant way.

CONCLUSION

In summary, this study demonstrates that careful attention to the complex and
multiple roles of social trust and social networks are essential to understand and
analyze political action. These findings can help policymakers and researchers to
consider how to better promote political participation and promote healthy
democratic institutions. Furthermore, we showed there are a momentum of
understanding the implications of social trust and networks in political processes to
improve political engagement.
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NOVELTY

In contrast to previous research that focused on the direct influence of social capital
factors on political participation or action, this current research contributes a novel
explanation of how social capital affects political action in Iran, through the idea of
secular and emancipatory cultural values as a mediation mechanism. As well,
contrary to research such as Zolfaghari et al. (2022), which mainly focus on the
overarching relationship between social capital and levels of political participation,
or studies that investigate political action as a form of political behavior within a
more traditional application of dissent in a political action context, this research
focuses on a protest-based dimension of political action. In the end, the primary
contribution of the paper is that it is simultaneously assessing both direct and
indirect effects of social capital components and mediation of cultural values,
creating a more nuanced local understanding of Iranian citizens' political action in
relation to cultural and social context of the country.
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