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ABSTRACT

This article undertakes a philosophical examination of the conceptualization of money
and property within Persian proverbial discourse, employing the theoretical framework
advanced by Georg Simmel in his seminal work, The Philosophy of Money. Adopting a
descriptive-qualitative methodology, the study probes the manifold ways in which popular
culture—and proverbs in particular—articulate the dialectical character of money as both
an emancipatory instrument and a source of social constraint within modernity. The
analysis demonstrates that the majority of Persian proverbs resonate with core Simmelian
themes, including the reduction of qualitative values to quantitative metrics, the inherent
paradox of monetary freedom coupled with systemic limitation, the processes of
reification and alienation, the ascendancy of instrumental rationality, and the gradual
transformation of money from a mere medium of exchange into an ultimate end in itself.
While certain proverbs exhibit a critical or resistive stance toward the hegemony of
monetary logic, others appear to endorse and naturalize it, thereby exposing a persistent
cultural tension between inherited ethical frameworks and the imperatives of an emergent
economic order. The study further attends to the formal and rhetorical features of
proverbs—their concision, rhythmic structure, and logical persuasion—which render
them potent vehicles for the sedimentation of collective beliefs and the modulation of
individual and social agency. In so doing, this research addresses a notable lacuna in the
interdisciplinary scholarship that intersects Simmel's cultural philosophy with Persian folk
literature, and it argues that proverbs function as crucial cultural thresholds through
which deeper ontological conflicts and ethical ambivalences within Iran's transitional
society are both reflected and negotiated.
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INTRODUCTION

Folk literature, and especially proverbs, reflects the paradigmatic rationality in any
society and reveals the sedimentation of historical layers of thought and culture.
Although some of these socio-cultural products show conflicting concepts, conflict
in rational matters is not necessarily uniform and can originate from different
presuppositions. Regarding the origin of money, there are two general theories:
barter theory and credit money, but both logical and historical origins must be
sought in central power and sovereignty (Shakeri & Maghiseh, 2023, p. 2; Asadi,
2021, p. 2). Electronic, scriptural, and encrypted money are also forms of credit.
Marx believes that money emerged through the evolution of exchange and
commodity production (Asadi, 2021, p. 2). Money is the most fundamental pillar of
the modern economy, undertaking functions such as a medium of exchange, a
measure of value, and a store of value (Shafiei Nejad, 2021, p. 2). The
representation of money in proverbs is important in examining historical
presuppositions, because proverbs are both a treasury of ancient beliefs and
continuously reinforced through repetition. The concept of ownership and the
phenomenon of money are vital in popular culture and can play a decisive role in
individual and collective orientations. Money is a complex symbol to which
individuals attribute special meanings and which motivates people to change their
lives (Shojirat & Ansari, 2020, p. 7). Georg Simmel's interdisciplinary perspective
on money has suitable capacity for explaining economic and cultural phenomena.
The current transitional society must recognize the role of exchange in culture and
public opinion, and with an analytical-cultural view, determine boundaries so that
historical roots are subjected to serious criticism. Now some questions arise: a)
What role do popular culture and proverbs show in cultural freezing, especially in
connection with the ontology of money? b) What relationship does the
representation of classical values in connection with ownership have with
contemporary society? The presupposition is that ancient rational layers have been
disseminated through linguistic tools and have sometimes caused conflict in
understanding emerging economic phenomena.

METHODOLOGY

This study employs a library-based research methodology, combined with an
analytical-descriptive approach in examining collected data. Every effort has been
made to ensure neutrality and impartiality in the selection and critique of samples,
grounded in Georg Simmel's philosophical framework. Initially, Persian proverbs
focused on money, wealth, and ownership were systematically collected through a
review of primary and secondary sources. Subsequently, these samples were
analyzed according to the fundamental principles articulated in
Simmel's Philosophy of Money. The analytical categories employed include:
transformation of quality into quantity, the paradox of freedom and limitation,



modern monetary rationality, transition from tradition to modernity, alienation,
reification, social trust, and the quantitative transformation of value.

FINDINGS

The systematic analysis reveals that within contemporary Iranian society, money
has become a central element for understanding the totality of human life. Money
systematically transforms measurable experiences into quality, standardizing
diverse forms of human value. This process creates tension within both the
individual and society—a phenomenon explainable through Simmel's dialectical
approach. Modern monetary culture has become predominant in Iranian society,
progressively displacing classical values. Most proverbs analyzed reflect the
negative dimensions of monetary culture due to their conflict with ancient norms,
while some exhibit a more financially-oriented view. The analysis of specific
examples demonstrates how proverbs such as "The more money you pay, the better
the stew you eat" show money as a universal measure of value; "Drop by drop it
gathers, and then it becomes a sea" illustrates the dialectic of quantity and quality;
"No cheapness is without reason, and no expensiveness is without wisdom" reveals
the hidden logic of consumer society (Simmel, 2020). Proverbs such as "He whose
roof is higher has more snow" and "The rich man with the kebab, the poor man with
the smoke of the kebab" express the dialectic of power and responsibility. Examples
like "A person who is good at accounting is a partner in other people's wealth," "If
it's free, it's worthless," and "Money in the pocket makes a person wise" indicate the
dominance of calculative rationality (Simmel, 2020; King, 2016). Proverbs such as
"As long as you have money, you are my friend," "No cat catches mice for the sake
of God," "Dirty money, but its purchase is clean," and "Money brings money"
demonstrate the transformation of means into ends (Simmel, 2020; Zedalek, 1990).
Examples like "Money is a good servant but a bad master" and "Break my head, but
don't break my price" reveal the inherent duality of money and the crisis of
alienation. Finally, proverbs such as "Money is round and the market is long,"
"Money is the dirt on the palm of the hand," and "Money solves problems" illustrate
the purest form of possible interaction through money (Simmel, 2020).

CONCLUSION

The systematic analysis clearly demonstrates the substantial alignment of most
Persian proverbs with Simmel's philosophy of money. This correlation can be traced
to Simmel's own historical context—a period of transition from tradition to
modernity. Iranian society, which currently experiences a comparable transition, faces
analogous conditions: entering modern financial arenas while ancient moral
propositions persist in the collective unconscious, creating a tension explicable
through Simmel's dialectical methodology. Proverbs, with their rhythm, conciseness,
and implicit authority, play a significant role in shaping monetary culture within the

Iranian Cultural Research

7

Abstract



Iranian Cultural Research

collective unconscious. Most Persian proverbs demonstrate resistance against
monetary values, while some, with bitter irony, accept the reality but condemn it.
Overall, most of Simmel's principles—including the reduction of quantity and quality,
liberation, calculative rationality, the power of money, pure exchange value,
alienation, reification, and mediation—can be identified in these samples. However,
in terms of frequency, samples related to monetary rationality are more abundant. The
analysis depicts a kind of rigidity, showing that the ontology of popular culture has
not been able to properly evaluate its relationship in modern relations.

NOVELTY

This research represents a significant contribution to the interdisciplinary study of
philosophy, cultural studies, and Persian folk literature. While Simmel's Philosophy
of Money has been extensively analyzed in sociological and philosophical contexts,
its systematic application to Persian proverbs has remained unexplored. The novelty
lies in several dimensions: First, this is the first systematic application of Simmel's
philosophy to Persian proverbs, establishing a new interdisciplinary
methodology. Second, it reveals cultural tensions between classical Iranian values
and modern monetary rationality, showing how folk culture negotiates this
conflict. Third, it provides empirical evidence for Simmel's theoretical claims
within a non-Western context, extending and validating his contributions. Fourth, it
opens new avenues for comparative cultural studies by establishing Persian folk
culture as fertile ground for testing Western philosophical theories. Fifth, it bridges
disciplinary divides between philosophy, sociology, cultural studies, and Persian
literature. The analysis confirms that most Persian proverbs in their deep semantic
structure can be analyzed through the dialectic of money in Simmel's philosophy,
and that linguistic features, artistic form, and logical structure play important roles
in persuasion and cultural sedimentation.

Given the dialectical nature of Simmel's thought, which emphasizes tensions
and contradictions in the concept of money, this research is accompanied by certain
conceptual complexities. Some conflicts evident in the analyses can be understood
within this theoretical framework. Efforts have been made to maintain logical
coherence and fidelity to Simmel's perspective as a philosopher of culture. Future
research could extend this analysis by incorporating a broader range of proverbs
and exploring comparative dimensions across different cultural contexts.
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