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ABSTRACT

This article employs an ethnographic approach to analyze the representation of trauma during
the Ramadan War (March 2025-September 2026) and examines the transformation of
"wound" into "narrative" and "mourning" into "epic." The primary objective is to understand
how collective trauma is converted into collective memory and historical self-awareness
within the Iranian-Islamic cultural context. Data were collected through continuous presence
in Tehran's squares and neighborhoods (over 200 nights), in-depth interviews with 76
participants, visual ethnography, and analysis of artistic and media documents. They were
organized using thematic analysis through three stages of open, axial, and selective coding.
The conceptual framework integrates Halbwachs' collective memory, Alexander's cultural
trauma, Turner's ritual and liminality, and visual representation theories. Findings are
presented in four interconnected levels: 1) physical trauma and personal mourning; 2)
psychosocial trauma and the "invisible wound"; 3) ritual representation of trauma in public
space (epic mourning, visual symbolization, sonic regime, the narrative of the nation's
resurrection); and 4) artistic and media representation (photography, literature, cinema, music,
the war of narratives). Findings indicate that in the absence of formal institutions, self-
organized social infrastructures and nocturnal rituals transformed trauma into collective
memory and historical self-awareness, creating an indigenous model of "epic mourning." This
model is rooted in Shiite historical memory and turns "suffering" into "civilizational
resistance." The article emphasizes the necessity of protecting hot social capital, recognizing
popular agency in trauma representation, and designing supportive policies for the post-war
era.Keywords: keword1, keyword2and ... do not capitalized keywords. Only capitalize proper
nouns. See the example below:
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INTRODUCTION

The Ramadan War (March 9, 2025) began with the assassination of Iran's Supreme
Leader, the Minab school bombing (160+ killed), and attacks on civilian areas.
Unlike previous proxy wars or border conflicts, this aggression penetrated cities,
homes, schools, and even the highest political and religious authority. What
distinguishes this event is not merely physical destruction, but a transformative
process converting collective trauma into collective memory, social solidarity, and
historical self-awareness. The central puzzle: how did a society confronted with
devastating trauma avoid collapse and find a new language for "speaking itself" and
"being seen"? This question is urgent because existing trauma scholarship focuses on
Western contexts or classical wars, with limited attention to the Middle East and
contemporary Iran.

PURPOSE

This ethnography analyzes trauma representation during the Ramadan War,
examining how "wound" became "narrative" and "mourning" became "epic."
Objectives: document bodily trauma and mourning; investigate management of
"invisible psychological wounds" via self-organized infrastructures; analyze ritual
mechanisms converting individual mourning into collective epic; examine
artistic/media representations fostering "historical self-awareness."

METHODOLOGY

Qualitative, interpretive ethnography (over 200 days) in Tehran's squares and
neighborhoods. Triangulation: participant observation (>200 nights), 76 in-depth
interviews (ages 15-75), visual ethnography, reflexive field notes. Thematic analysis
yielded 320+ codes, 12 sub-themes, four themes. Documentary corpus: visual works
(110 frames), literary narratives (87), film/TV, social media. Ethical protocols:
informed consent, anonymity, secure data.

FINDINGS
The findings are organized into four interconnected levels.

First, bodily trauma and personal mourning. The assassination of the Supreme
Leader functioned as a "fundamental trauma" that shattered the symbolic order and
became an immediate ethical obligation for public presence. The Minab school
bombing, with 73 boys, 47 girls, 26 teachers, 7 parents, one bus driver, and one
pharmacy technician killed, became the "symbolic event" of collective trauma,
resonating with ancient cultural archetypes (Karbala, the martyrdom of Muslim's
children). The destruction of homes created a "spatial wound" that transformed the
street into an "extension of home." Mourning rituals, rather than remaining
individual, became "sites of neighborhood solidarity,” combining grief with epic
narratives.



Second, psychosocial trauma and the "invisible wound." The state of "being under
missiles" imposed a psychological condition of liminality where the past was lost,
the future unknown, and only the "present moment" of presence in the square could
confer meaning. The absence of institutional recognition and treatment for
psychological trauma functioned as "double structural violence": while ambulances
rapidly transported physical casualties, "psychological wounds" remained
marginalized. Yet in this institutional vacuum, nighttime gatherings functioned as a
"collective psychological clinic," where free counseling booths, children's painting
stalls, and spontaneous conversations created "safe psychological spaces" for
processing grief.

Third, ritual representation of trauma. The "epic mourning" (sug-e¢ hamasi)
emerged as the dominant cultural form, combining lamentation with resistance, tears
with clenched fists, and mourning with epic poetry. Visual symbolization through
flags, images of martyrs, and children's paintings transformed collective trauma into
visual language. The sonic regime, narrated elegies (nowheh), rhythmic chants,
collective supplications, and meaningful silences, created "sonic unison" that
transformed individual bodies into a "single sonic body." The narrative framework
of "the nation's resurrection” (ba'that-e mellat), derived from the martyred leader's
prediction one month before his assassination, converted the trauma of martyrdom
into "the emergence of a new collective will."

Fourth, artistic and media representation. Photojournalism, literary narratives,
cinema and television, music (epic anthems and Ashura elegies), and the "war of
narratives" between domestic and foreign media all contributed to transforming
trauma from a "raw historical event" into "material for creating meaning, identity,
and self-awareness." The ultimate outcome was "historical self-awareness", a
fundamental transformation in the community's perception of its own capabilities.

CONCLUSION

findings of this research challenge classical theories of cultural trauma (Alexander et
al., 2004), which have predominantly focused on Western societies and institutional
mechanisms of representation (mainstream media, formal cultural institutions). The
Ramadan War demonstrates that in societies with strong "cultural capital", such as
Iran, with its rich Shiite and national historical memory, "spontaneous popular
representation"” (in the form of nighttime rituals, local networks, and informal artistic
productions) can play a determining role in the "construction of cultural trauma" and
the "formation of new collective memory." In this context, popular agency in trauma
representation is not merely complementary to institutional representation but often
precedes and determines it. This finding problematizes prevailing "cultural trauma"
theories and highlights the necessity of attending to "popular agency" and
"indigenous cultural infrastructures” in analyzing collective responses to total crises.
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The model of "epic mourning" that emerged from the interaction of four
representational levels offers an indigenous pattern for confronting collective trauma,
rooted in the historical memory of Shiism (from Ashura mourning to the epic of the
Sacred Defense), yet reproduced spontaneously, creatively, and on an unprecedented
scale during the Ramadan War.

The Ramadan War, as a total traumatic event, not only challenged the material
and psychological order of Iranian society but also generated a new form of "cultural
work", the representation of suffering and its transformation into durable "semantic
capital." The four levels of representation, bodily trauma and personal mourning,
psychosocial trauma and the "invisible wound," ritual representation in public space,
and artistic-media representation, interacted to produce an indigenous model of
confronting collective trauma termed "epic mourning." In this model, grief leads not
to passivity and forgetting but to action, resistance, and the reproduction of meaning.
Unlike many societies that succumb to "traumatic silence" or "paralyzing mourning,"
Iranian society, drawing on this indigenous model, transformed "suffering" into a
"source of solidarity" and "wound" into a "language for self-expression and
visibility."

NOVELTY

Proposes "epic mourning" as indigenous theoretical contribution, challenges
Western-centric trauma theories, demonstrates sensory ethnography's efficacy,
provides first comprehensive ethnographic account of the 200-night gatherings.
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