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ABSTRACT

This study examines the representation of ideology and resistance in three films directed
by Reza Mirkarimi: Dokhtar, Ghasr-e Shirin, and The Night Guardian. Drawing on Teun
A. van Dijk’s socio-cognitive approach to Critical Discourse Analysis, the article
investigates how power relations, patriarchal authority, institutional control, and the crisis
of social trust are constructed and challenged within cinematic discourse. The analysis is
conducted at three interrelated levels: text, cognition, and society. At the textual level, the
study focuses on dialogue, silence, narrative organization, spatial arrangements, and
visual signs. At the cognitive level, it explores the mental models, fears, moral conflicts,
and gradual transformations of the characters. At the social level, it connects these
elements to broader structures such as family, work relations, gendered authority, and
social morality. The findings indicate that resistance in Mirkarimi’s cinema is not
represented as direct confrontation or revolutionary rupture; rather, it emerges as an
internal, ethical, and situated practice within existing social structures. The family
functions as a central cultural arena in which authority is both reproduced and questioned.
Across the three films, the intensity of critique develops from implicit familial tension to a
deeper interrogation of moral responsibility and institutional distrust. The study argues
that Mirkarimi’s cinema articulates a form of “internal-structural ethical resistance”
grounded in everyday actions, silence, care, and moral choice.
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INTRODUCTION

Cinema is not merely an artistic medium for storytelling; it is also a cultural site in
which social values, ideological relations, and collective anxieties are represented,
negotiated, and sometimes challenged. Iranian cinema, particularly after the 1990s,
has often used indirect, symbolic, and multilayered narratives to engage with social
and political issues under conditions of cultural restriction and ideological pressure
(Naficy, 2011-2012). Within this context, the cinema of Reza Mirkarimi occupies a
significant position because it frequently focuses on ordinary people, family
relations, ethical dilemmas, and the subtle tensions between individual conscience
and dominant social expectations.

The present study analyzes three films by Mirkarimi: Dokhtar, Ghasr-e Shirin,
and The Night Guardian. These films are culturally important because they do not
present resistance through explicit rebellion or direct political confrontation.
Instead, resistance appears through silence, hesitation, care, refusal, moral choice,
and small acts of responsibility. The article therefore approaches Mirkarimi’s
cinema as a field in which ideology and resistance are embedded in everyday social
relations, especially within the family and work environment.

PURPOSE

The main purpose of this study is to explain how ideology and resistance are
represented in Dokhtar, Ghasr-e Shirin, and The Night Guardian through the
framework of Teun A. van Dijk’s Critical Discourse Analysis. More specifically,
the study seeks to identify how patriarchal power, institutional authority, social
distrust, and moral responsibility are constructed in the narrative and visual
structure of the films.

The research also aims to show that resistance in Mirkarimi’s cinema is not
external to the existing order. Rather, it emerges from within the same structures
that produce domination. This form of resistance may be described as “internal-
structural ethical resistance,” because it is shaped by ethical awareness, everyday
practice, and gradual transformation within family, social, and institutional
relations.

METHODOLOGY

This research employs Van Dijk’s socio-cognitive model of Critical Discourse
Analysis. According to Van Dijk, discourse should be examined through the
interaction of text, cognition, and society (van Dijk, 1993, 1998, 2001, 2006).
Accordingly, the three selected films are analyzed at three interconnected levels.

At the textual level, the study examines dialogues, silences, narrative sequences,
character actions, spatial arrangements, and visual signs. These elements reveal



how power is made visible or hidden in the films. At the cognitive level, the
analysis focuses on the characters’ mental models, beliefs, fears, desires, moral
conflicts, and gradual changes. This level helps explain how ideology is
internalized or questioned by individuals. At the social level, the study connects the
films’ narrative and cognitive structures to broader cultural and social formations,
including patriarchy, family authority, class relations, institutional control, and the
erosion of public trust.

The cultural orientation of the study is central to its methodology. Rather than
treating the films only as individual artistic works, the research reads them as
cultural texts that represent transformations in Iranian society, especially in relation
to family, morality, authority, and social responsibility.

FINDINGS

The findings show that resistance in Mirkarimi’s films is gradual, implicit, and
morally grounded. In Dokhtar, resistance is shaped through the daughter’s
movement against paternal control and through the father’s eventual confrontation
with the limits of his authority. The film presents the family as a cultural structure
in which patriarchal power is reproduced, but also destabilized.

In Ghasr-e Shirin, resistance appears through the crisis of fatherhood and the
delayed recognition of responsibility. The father figure is no longer a stable source
of authority; instead, he becomes a morally challenged subject who must confront
the consequences of absence, denial, and emotional failure. In The Night Guardian,
the critique becomes more intense as the film links personal vulnerability to
institutional distrust and social insecurity. The character’s ethical choices, including
acts of care and protection, become signs of resistance within a damaged moral and
social order.

Overall, the films reveal an ascending movement in the intensity of critique.
From Dokhtar to The Night Guardian, Mirkarimi’s cinema moves from familial
tension toward a broader cultural reflection on trust, responsibility, and moral
survival.

The analysis indicates that Mirkarimi’s cinema does not define resistance as
open opposition to power. Instead, resistance is represented as an ethical
disturbance within dominant structures. This is consistent with Van Dijk’s view that
ideology operates not only through explicit statements but also through discourse,
cognition, and social practice (van Dijk, 1998, 2006). In these films, ideology is
embedded in family roles, gender expectations, workplace hierarchies, and
everyday assumptions about obedience, duty, and authority.

The family is the most important cultural arena in the three films. It is not
simply a private space but a social institution in which power, gender, morality, and
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identity are organized. Fatherhood, in particular, becomes a key site of ideological
representation. The father figure moves from a position of assumed authority
toward vulnerability, failure, and moral questioning. This transformation reflects
broader cultural tensions in Iranian society regarding patriarchy, generational
change, and the crisis of legitimacy.

Another significant point is the role of hope. Mirkarimi’s films do not offer
simple optimism or complete resolution. Hope appears indirectly through small
ethical acts: care for a child, acceptance of responsibility, repair, protection, or
attention to life. Such acts do not fully transform the social order, but they prevent
moral collapse and keep open the possibility of human continuity.

Table 1. Mirkarimi’s films Comparison

Film Title T)ipe of Social Level | Cognitive Level Textual and Ylsual
Resistance Representation
Familial and Patriarchy 1;:1:32’ ii‘j’;éiggr Restricted movement,
Dokhtar ethical and gender P ’ home/outside, and
. gradual self- s
resistance control commands/prohibitions
awareness
Guilt,
Qasr-e S1lenF apd Family crisis accepta.nc.e.of Travel, silence, looks,
. caregiving and responsibility,
Shirin . .. and pauses
resistance caregiving paternal
reconsideration
Institutional Inequal_lty, Initial trust, Workplace relations,
Negahban . corruption, gradual doubt, .
and social . . promises, threats, and
Shab . and crisis of critical
resistance contracts
trust awareness
CONCLUSION

The study concludes that Dokhtar, Ghasr-e Shirin, and The Night Guardian
articulate a distinctive form of resistance that may be called internal-structural
ethical resistance. This resistance is internal because it emerges from within
existing social relations; structural because it challenges the logic of family,
patriarchy, and institutional control, and ethical because it is grounded in
responsibility, care, and moral choice rather than direct confrontation.

By applying Van Dijk’s three-level model, the research demonstrates that
Mirkarimi’s films construct ideology and resistance through the interaction of
cinematic text, character cognition, and social context. The films show how
ordinary individuals negotiate power in culturally specific situations and how small
moral acts may disrupt dominant ideological patterns.



NOVELTY

The innovation of this article lies in its conceptualization of resistance in
Mirkarimi’s cinema as internal-structural and ethical. Unlike studies that examine
resistance mainly as political opposition or explicit social protest, this research
shows that resistance can appear through silence, hesitation, care, and everyday
moral practice.

Research limitations/implications: The study is limited to three selected films by
Reza Mirkarimi. Future research may compare these findings with other works by
Mirkarimi or with films by other Iranian directors.

Practical implications: The study can be useful for researchers in film studies,
cultural studies, discourse analysis, and Iranian cinema, especially those interested
in the relationship between cinema, ideology, and society.

Social implications: The article highlights the importance of cinema in
understanding cultural transformations related to family, authority, trust, and moral
responsibility in contemporary Iranian society.

Originality/value: The originality of the research lies in combining Van Dijk’s
socio-cognitive Critical Discourse Analysis with a culturally oriented reading of
Mirkarimi’s cinema. It demonstrates how ideology and resistance are represented
not through direct confrontation, but through subtle ethical practices within
everyday life.
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