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ABSTRACT

Beyond causing physical destruction, wars profoundly transform the deeper layers of
civilians’ social lives. One relatively understudied dimension is the impact of military
violence on residential spaces and the boundaries of everyday life. In human experience, the
home is a place where feelings of security, identity, continuity of life, and social
relationships are formed and sustained. An attack on residential space fundamentally
transforms residents’ lived experiences of security, place, and everyday life. This study aims
to examine these experiences in a residential complex during the Twelve-Day War and to
analyze their social and symbolic implications for the boundaries of everyday life and
residential space. The study employed a qualitative interpretive phenomenological approach,
drawing on semi-structured interviews with 15 residents. The findings indicate that attacks
on civilians’ residential spaces extend beyond physical destruction, resulting in the violation
of the boundaries of everyday life, the erosion of security, and a transformation in the
meaning of home. This situation is accompanied by a disruption in the temporal continuity
of lived experience and the emergence of new forms of solidarity among residents. Based on
these findings, the concept of “the violation of the boundaries of everyday life” describes a
condition in which civilians’ living spaces become sites of military violence, causing the
boundary between the safe space of residence and the battlefield to collapse. These findings
underscore the importance of addressing the social consequences of war in residential areas
and the need to protect civilians’ living spaces and everyday lives during armed conflicts.
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INTRODUCTION

War is commonly examined through its visible consequences, including physical
destruction, human casualties, displacement, and damage to infrastructure. However,
military violence may produce deeper transformations in the everyday social world of
civilians, particularly when it enters residential spaces. In ordinary life, the home is
not merely a physical structure or a place of residence; it constitutes a fundamental
environment in which security, identity, belonging, family relations, memories, and
routines of everyday life are formed and reproduced. Accordingly, an attack on
residential space should not be understood solely as the destruction of a building, but
also as a disruption in the network of meanings, relationships, memories, and routines
associated with that space.

The contemporary transformation of warfare has increasingly blurred the
boundary between the battlefield and everyday civilian life. Residential
neighborhoods and homes can become directly exposed to military violence, thereby
transforming the meaning and function of the home. In such circumstances, a space
previously experienced as safe, familiar, and predictable may become associated with
fear, uncertainty, traumatic memories, and the possibility of renewed violence. The
present study addresses this less-explored dimension of war by focusing on the lived
experience of residents whose residential environment was directly affected by
military attack.

The study conceptualizes this process through the notion of “breaking the
boundaries of life” (or “breaking the privacy of life”). This concept refers to a
condition in which the boundary between the safe sphere of everyday residential life
and the arena of military violence collapses. In this condition, the home ceases to
function exclusively as a space of security, identity, and continuity and becomes part
of the lived experience of war.

The theoretical framework combines four complementary concepts: ontological
security, the social production of space, sense of place, and collective memory.
Together, these concepts provide an integrated framework for understanding how
military violence affects the existential, spatial, emotional, identity-related, and
mnemonic dimensions of residential life.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this study is to examine the lived experience of residents of a
residential complex following a military attack during the Twelve-Day War and to
analyze its social, spatial, temporal, and semantic consequences for everyday life.
More specifically, the study seeks to understand how the experience of military
violence transforms residents’ perceptions of home, security, place, memory,
everyday routines, and social relationships.



The central research question is: How does a military attack on a residential
complex transform residents’ lived experience of home, security, and everyday life?

The study is particularly concerned with moving beyond an interpretation of
residential destruction as merely a material or architectural loss. It investigates how
the intrusion of violence into the residential environment disrupts ontological security,
changes the meaning of home, interrupts temporal continuity, activates traumatic
memories, and simultaneously creates possibilities for new forms of social solidarity
and collective meaning-making.

METHODOLOGY

This research employed a qualitative approach and Interpretative Phenomenological
Analysis (IPA) to explore the meanings that residents attributed to their experiences
of military attack. Interpretive phenomenology was selected because the study is
concerned not simply with identifying common experiences, but with understanding
how participants interpreted and made sense of a significant and disruptive event in
the context of their everyday lives. The analytical process therefore followed the
principle of double hermeneutics, in which participants interpret their own
experiences while the researcher subsequently interprets those accounts within their
social, cultural, spatial, and theoretical contexts.

The research was conducted after the Twelve-Day War in a university residential
complex in Tehran that had been directly affected by a military attack. The complex
had previously constituted a relatively stable residential environment characterized by
established neighborhood relations, routinized everyday practices, and a sense of
spatial security. Its selection enabled the researchers to examine the transformation of
an established residential world following the sudden intrusion of violence.

The participants consisted of 15 residents, including 8 women and 7 men, aged
between 29 and 56 years. All participants had postgraduate education and were
employed in educational, research, or administrative positions at the university.
Participants were selected purposively based on their direct or close experience of the
event, and snowball sampling was subsequently used to identify additional eligible
participants. Sampling continued until the researchers considered the data sufficiently
rich and patterns of meaning sufficiently repeated; after 15 interviews, no new
concepts emerged.

Data were collected through in-depth semi-structured interviews, conducted in
person, with each interview lasting approximately 45-90 minutes. The interview
guide addressed participants’ experiences of the attack, perceptions of home and
security, social relationships, spatial memory, and the contemporary meaning of
home. With participants’ consent, interviews were recorded and fully transcribed.

Data analysis followed six stages: repeated reading of interview transcripts; initial
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descriptive, linguistic, and conceptual noting; extraction of themes within individual
interviews; comparison across interviews while preserving individual differences;
organization of themes into main and subthemes; and interpretation of the final
thematic structure in relation to the theoretical framework. The analysis resulted in
four main themes and eight subthemes.

To strengthen the credibility of the findings, participant review, data triangulation,
peer review of coding, and rich description were employed. Ethical procedures
included informed consent, voluntary participation, confidentiality, the use of
pseudonyms or codes, and secure storage of audio and textual data.

FINDINGS

The findings demonstrate that the experience of military attack cannot be reduced to
physical destruction or immediate security threats. Rather, it constitutes a
multilayered social and existential disruption affecting residents’ experience of space,
time, security, home, memory, and social relations. Four main themes emerged from
the analysis: (1) the collapse of ontological security, (2) the transformation of the
meaning of home and sense of place, (3) the rupture of memory and temporal
continuity, and (4) social and semantic reconstruction.

CONCLUSION

The findings demonstrate that military attacks on residential spaces produce
consequences that extend significantly beyond physical destruction. The intrusion of
violence into the home disrupts the foundations through which everyday life is
experienced as secure, predictable, meaningful, and continuous. The experience of the
residents indicates that the attack simultaneously affected ontological security, the
meaning of home, sense of place, memory, temporal continuity, and social
relationships.

The concept of “breaking the boundaries of life” provides an integrated
interpretation of this process. It describes the collapse of the distinction between the
protected sphere of everyday residential life and the space of military conflict. From
this perspective, the home is not simply damaged as a physical structure; rather, an
entire lived world organized around security, identity, belonging, memory, and
everyday routines is disrupted.

At the same time, the findings show that the experience of war does not
necessarily result only in social fragmentation. The emergence of new forms of
neighborly solidarity, emotional support, and collective meaning-making indicates
that residents can reconstruct aspects of their social world through shared experience.
Consequently, understanding the consequences of war in residential environments
requires simultaneous attention to destruction and reconstruction, insecurity and
solidarity, spatial rupture and meaning-making.



The study therefore emphasizes the need to consider civilian residential
environments as socially and existentially significant spaces in situations of armed
conflict. Protecting civilians requires not only preventing physical casualties and
material destruction but also recognizing and protecting the continuity, privacy,
security, and social meaning of everyday residential life.

NOVELTY

The principal conceptual contribution of this study is the formulation of the concept
of “breaking the boundaries of life” as an analytical framework for understanding the
consequences of military violence in residential spaces. Rather than treating the home
exclusively as a physical structure, the concept brings together its existential, spatial,
emotional, temporal, mnemonic, and social dimensions.

The novelty of the study can be identified at three interconnected levels. First, at
the empirical level, it focuses specifically on the lived experience of residents of a
residential complex directly affected by military violence during the Twelve-Day
War. Second, at the conceptual level, it integrates ontological security, social
production of space, sense of place, and collective memory into a unified framework
for interpreting the transformation of residential life. Third, at the methodological
level, it uses Interpretative Phenomenological Analysis to move beyond descriptions
of physical damage and psychological consequences toward an interpretation of how
residents themselves construct meaning around home, security, memory, and
everyday life.

The study consequently contributes to war and civilian studies by demonstrating
that the boundary between war and everyday life is not merely a geographical or
military boundary. When violence enters residential space, it can penetrate the
existential and symbolic foundations of everyday life. The concept of “breaking the
boundaries of life” captures this transformation and provides a basis for further
research on civilian experiences of war, residential security, spatial trauma, memory,
and post-conflict social reconstruction.
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