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ABSTRACT

This study examines how collective memory of war is reproduced in the context of social
media, with a particular focus on Instagram. The study adopts a qualitative approach and
employs netnography as its research method. The research field is Instagram, and the target
population consists of Persian-speaking users who actively produce and engage with content
related to narratives of the imposed American-Zionist war against Iran. Data were purposively
collected from posts, comments, hashtags, and key pages, comprising 375 data units, including
60 posts, 300 comments, 15 pages, and 20 hashtags. The data were analyzed using thematic
analysis through successive stages of concept coding, development of subcategories, and
extraction of overarching categories. To enhance the credibility of the findings, strategies
including data triangulation, theoretical saturation, peer review, and systematic documentation
of the analytical process were employed. The findings indicate that the reproduction of
collective memory on Instagram occurs through mechanisms such as the repetition and
reposting of narratives, reinterpretation of content, symbolic representation, and user
interactions. Four major social frameworks were identified in this process: ordinary users,
media organizations, influential actors, and platform algorithms. At the symbolic and
emotional levels, visual elements, affective language, cultural symbols, and narrative
storytelling play a decisive role in consolidating collective memory. The findings further
demonstrate that collective memory in digital spaces is fluid, polyphonic, and emotion-driven,
and that in the age of social media it has become an interactive, dynamic, and multilayered
process. In this process, the boundaries between content producers and consumers have
become increasingly blurred, while users, media organizations, and technological structures
simultaneously participate in shaping collective memory.
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INTRODUCTION

Collective memory is continuously constructed and reconstructed through social
interaction, cultural practices, and communication. War memories are particularly
significant because they become associated with collective identities, emotions,
symbols, narratives, and interpretations of the past. The expansion of digital media
has transformed the ways in which such memories are produced and transmitted.
Rather than being communicated exclusively through families, institutions,
traditional media, and official narratives, memories can now be continuously
reproduced, interpreted, contested, and circulated by users within digital networks.
Instagram provides an important environment for this transformation because of its
visual orientation, interactive structure, rapid circulation of content, and algorithmic
mechanisms of visibility. Users are not merely recipients of war-related narratives;
they can reproduce, reinterpret, modify, and emotionally engage with them. At the
same time, media pages, influential users, hashtags, and platform algorithms affect
which narratives become visible and are repeatedly encountered. Digital collective
memory should therefore be understood as a dynamic process resulting from the
interaction of social actors, cultural meanings, and technological structures. Despite
increasing research on digital memory, relatively limited attention has been paid to
how memories of contemporary wars are continuously reproduced within social
media environments. In particular, there is a need to examine not only the content of
digital memories but also the mechanisms through which they are reproduced, the
social frameworks that shape their circulation, and the symbolic and emotional
elements that contribute to their stabilization.

PURPOSE

This study examines how collective memory of the American—Zionism imposed war
is reproduced through virtual narratives on Instagram. The study addresses three
questions: (1) How is collective memory of the war reconstructed and redefined
through Instagram narratives? (2) What social frameworks shape its reproduction?
and (3) What symbolic and emotional elements contribute to its stabilization?

METHODOLOGY

The study employed a qualitative, exploratory-explanatory netnographic approach.
The research focused on Persian-speaking users and Instagram narratives related to
the American—Zionism imposed war. Instagram was selected because of its visual
and interactive characteristics and its capacity to facilitate rapid circulation and
reinterpretation of narratives. Data were collected through purposive and theoretical
sampling. The final dataset consisted of 375 data units, including 60 posts, 300
comments, 15 accounts or pages, and 20 relevant hashtags. The data included textual
and visual posts, captions, comments and replies, hashtags, and other forms of user
interaction. The collected material was analyzed through thematic analysis, moving



from initial concepts to subcategories and main categories. Theoretical saturation,
data triangulation, peer review, and systematic documentation were used to
strengthen the credibility of the analysis.

FINDINGS
1. Mechanisms of reconstructing and redefining war memory

The analysis generated 30 initial concepts, 15 subcategories, and five main
categories. The first category was repetition and reposting of narratives. Users
reproduced memories through reposting images and videos, sharing stories, repeating
quotations and slogans, and using hashtags. Such practices maintained particular
events and interpretations within collective attention. The second category was
reinterpretation and rewriting. Users frequently added personal experiences,
contemporary interpretations, and emotional or critical perspectives to previously
circulated narratives. Consequently, reproduction did not necessarily mean repeating
content without modification; existing narratives could acquire new meanings when
placed in different contexts. The third category was symbolization and meaning-
making. Images, slogans, religious symbols, music, and combinations of text and
visual material transformed historical events into culturally meaningful
representations. The fourth category, interaction and semantic negotiation, reflected
the role of comments, replies, agreement, disagreement, and other forms of
participation in modifying and negotiating meanings. The fifth category was
algorithms and content visibility. User engagement, influential accounts,
recommendation mechanisms, and the timing of content contributed to its visibility.
Visibility therefore became part of memory reproduction because greater exposure
increased opportunities for further circulation, reinterpretation, and interaction. The
findings indicate a cyclical process: circulation and reposting — reinterpretation —
symbolization and meaning-making — semantic negotiation — visibility — renewed
circulation. Memory is therefore continuously reconstructed rather than simply
transmitted.

2. Social frameworks shaping collective memory

The analysis of the second research question identified 28 initial concepts, 14
subcategories, and four main categories. The first was ordinary users as carriers of
memory. Users contributed through personal experiences, emotional responses,
comments, and sharing practices, turning memory reproduction into a participatory
process. The second category was media and news pages. These actors selected,
framed, repeated, and contextualized particular narratives. Repeated coverage,
references to sources, and perceived credibility influenced how users encountered
and interpreted war-related memories. The third category was influential actors and
influencers. Through personal storytelling, hashtags, campaigns, and interaction with
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followers, influential users could extend particular narratives to wider audiences and
generate broader discussion. The fourth category was platform structure and
algorithms. Recommendation, engagement, and visibility mechanisms affected the
reach and circulation of narratives. Consequently, collective memory was shaped not
only by what users and media actors produced but also by the technological
conditions under which content became visible. These frameworks operate in
interaction. User experiences can be amplified through media and influential actors,
while platform mechanisms affect their reach. The resulting process can be
summarized as: user participation — media framing and influencer mediation —
algorithmic distribution and visibility — renewed user interaction.

3. Symbolic and emotional elements in the stabilization of collective memory

The analysis of the third research question generated 32 initial concepts, 15
subcategories, and four main categories. The first was visual symbols, including
photographs, war-related scenes, commemorative images, and combinations of
image and text. These materials transformed historical events into recognizable and
communicable visual signs. The second category was religious and spiritual symbols.
Religious references and culturally meaningful symbols provided interpretive
frameworks through which war experiences could be connected to broader moral and
cultural meanings. The third category was narrative and storytelling elements.
Personal accounts, memories, emotional descriptions, and combinations of text and
image connected collective events with individual experiences, making historical
events more concrete and relatable. The fourth category was collective emotional
solidarity. Expressions of grief, pride, empathy, anger, and solidarity appeared in
posts and comments and contributed to shared emotional responses. Thus, memory
was not limited to knowing that an event had occurred; it also involved collectively
remembering and emotionally experiencing its significance. Overall, the findings
indicate that the stabilization of collective memory depends not only on repetition but
also on the production of shared symbolic and emotional meanings. Visual, religious,
narrative, and emotional elements function as mediators through which historical
events become socially meaningful and memorable.

CONCLUSION

The study demonstrates that collective memory of the American— Zionism imposed
war on Instagram is a dynamic, networked, participatory, and emotionally mediated
process. Memory is reproduced through repetition, reinterpretation, symbolization,
interaction, and technologically mediated visibility. Ordinary users, media pages,
influential actors, and platform structures constitute interconnected frameworks that
shape its circulation, while visual and religious symbols, storytelling, and collective
emotional responses contribute to its stabilization. The central contribution of the
study is therefore to conceptualize digital war memory not as a fixed representation



of the past but as a continuous process of circulation, interpretation, negotiation,
emotional engagement, and technological mediation. The proposed model explains
how social actors and platform structures interact with reproduction mechanisms and
symbolic-emotional mediators to stabilize memory while simultaneously creating
conditions for its renewed reinterpretation and circulation.

The findings have implications for cultural and media policymaking. Collective
memory in digital environments cannot be understood solely through official
narratives or institutional communication because ordinary users, influential actors,
media pages, and platform structures all participate in its construction. Policies
concerning the preservation and transmission of collective memory should therefore
consider audience participation and meaning-making rather than relying exclusively
on one-way communication. Understanding how users reinterpret historical
narratives and attach symbolic and emotional meanings to them can contribute to
more effective communication in digital environments. In addition, the role of
platform visibility indicates that memory-related policies should consider not only
the production of content but also the mechanisms through which content is
circulated and encountered.

NOVELTY

The three sets of findings demonstrate that digital collective memory is a
multidimensional and processual phenomenon. The first research question explains
how memory is reproduced; the second identifies who and what shapes its
reproduction; and the third explains through which symbolic and emotional elements
memory acquires stability and meaning. The integrated model can be represented as:
actors and social frameworks — reproduction mechanisms — symbolic and
emotional mediators — memory stabilization — renewed circulation and
reproduction. The model shows that users, media pages, influencers, and platform
structures form the social and technological environment in which memory is
produced and circulated. Reposting, reinterpretation, symbolization, interaction, and
visibility constitute the mechanisms of reproduction, while visual, religious,
narrative, and emotional elements contribute to meaning and stabilization.

The contribution of the study does not lie in claiming that individual elements
such as reposting, visual symbols, interaction, or algorithms are unique to war
memory. Rather, its contribution is the identification of the processual network
through which these elements become interconnected in the reproduction of digital
war memory. The findings therefore extend a static conception of collective memory
toward an understanding of memory as continuously negotiated, emotionally
experienced, symbolically mediated, and technologically distributed.
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The study also demonstrates that human agency and technological mediation
operate together. Users actively create and interpret memory, while platform
structures influence the visibility and circulation of their narratives. Digital collective
memory consequently emerges from the interaction between social actors, cultural
meanings, communicative practices, and technological infrastructures.
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