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ABSTRACT

This article undertakes a philosophical examination of the conceptualization of money
and property within Persian proverbial discourse, employing the theoretical framework
advanced by Georg Simmel in his seminal work, The Philosophy of Money. Adopting a
descriptive-qualitative methodology, the study probes the manifold ways in which popular
culture—and proverbs in particular—articulate the dialectical character of money as both
an emancipatory instrument and a source of social constraint within modernity. The
analysis demonstrates that the majority of Persian proverbs resonate with core Simmelian
themes, including the reduction of qualitative values to quantitative metrics, the inherent
paradox of monetary freedom coupled with systemic limitation, the processes of
reification and alienation, the ascendancy of instrumental rationality, and the gradual
transformation of money from a mere medium of exchange into an ultimate end in itself.
While certain proverbs exhibit a critical or resistive stance toward the hegemony of
monetary logic, others appear to endorse and naturalize it, thereby exposing a persistent
cultural tension between inherited ethical frameworks and the imperatives of an emergent
economic order. The study further attends to the formal and rhetorical features of
proverbs—their concision, rhythmic structure, and logical persuasion—which render
them potent vehicles for the sedimentation of collective beliefs and the modulation of
individual and social agency. In so doing, this research addresses a notable lacuna in the
interdisciplinary scholarship that intersects Simmel's cultural philosophy with Persian folk
literature, and it argues that proverbs function as crucial cultural thresholds through
which deeper ontological conflicts and ethical ambivalences within Iran's transitional
society are both reflected and negotiated.
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INTRODUCTION

Persian literature has undergone not only stylistic and formal transformations over
time but also fundamental shifts in its relationship with society, power, and culture.
This article argues that, within traditional poetics, literature primarily served
functions such as panegyric praise, moral instruction, the preservation of cultural
memory, and the legitimation of the existing social order. By contrast, under
modern poetics, literature gradually emerged as a site of social critique, critical
consciousness, and the representation of social conflict. The central concern of this
study is therefore to explain the transformation of literature’s social function and to
examine the role of Marxism in accelerating and shaping this shift. The article
demonstrates that this transformation was not merely a matter of thematic revision
but involved a broader reconfiguration of literature’s position within the cultural
and ideological structures of Iranian society.

PURPOSE

The purpose of the article is to analyze the historical and social passage from
traditional poetics to modern poetics in Persian literature and to explain the
transformation of literature’s function in relation to the cultural and political
developments of modern Iran. The study seeks to show how this transformation
occurred across three dimensions: function, audience, and relation to power, and
how it was accompanied by the expansion of a mass readership, the polyphonic
diversification of the literary field, and the emergence of new genres. From a
cultural perspective, the article asks how literature moved from an art governed by
courtly and moral norms to a language capable of representing social suffering,
criticizing authoritarian rule, addressing the question of justice, and articulating the
lived experience of subordinate classes. In doing so, it foregrounds Marxism’s role
in redefining the writer, highlighting social justice, and linking literature to critical
consciousness. The broader aim is to provide a conceptual map of functional
transformation in literature and its relation to poetics, ideology, and hegemony in
the history of modern Persian literature.

METHODOLOGY

This study employs a qualitative historical-comparative approach and uses
purposive sampling to select relevant sources. The dataset comprises representative
works of modern Persian poetry and fiction, alongside theoretical and historical
texts addressing the sociology of literature. The data were analyzed using directed
qualitative content analysis, with the initial analytical categories derived from the
theoretical perspectives of André Lefevere(2017), Antonio Gramsci(1992), and
Louis Althusser(1971). Traditional and modern poetics were then systematically
compared across three analytical dimensions: literary function, audience, and the
relationship between literature and power. The credibility of the analysis was



enhanced through theoretical and data triangulation. To maintain analytical
coherence and a clearly defined scope, the study focuses exclusively on poetry and
fiction.

FINDINGS

The findings indicate that traditional poetics in Persian literature was closely tied to
functions that contributed to the reproduction and stabilization of the prevailing
cultural and political order. Panegyric, moral instruction, the preservation of
cultural memory, and the legitimation of authority constituted its principal
functions, while its primary audience comprised the court and cultural elites.
(Zarrinkoub, 1955; Vardi, 2001; Jan Bozorgi, 2006, Mahmoudi et al., 2021;
Sharifian, 2006; Hassani Kandasar, 2012; Shafi'i Kadkani, 2010; Vahed & Nouri
Baheri, 2012; Maleki, 2007) Within this configuration, literary forms, language,
and rhetorical conventions remained relatively stable, positioning literature as part
of the broader hegemonic order(Gramsci, 1992). Modern poetics, by contrast,
emerged amid profound social changes and the rise of new cultural actors,
redirecting literary practice from the reproduction of established norms toward
critique, social exposure, and intervention(Alexander, 2012; Lefevere, 2017). The
shift from a predominantly courtly readership to a broader popular audience, the
increasing accessibility of literary language, the growing polyphony of the literary
field, and the greater visibility of subaltern experiences were among the most
significant manifestations of this shift.

The findings further suggest that Marxism, particularly from the 1940s onward,
served as a major force in accelerating and shaping this reorientation. By recasting
the writer as a critical intellectual, foregrounding class relations, advancing material
conceptions of justice, and situating literary production within broader socio-
political processes, Marxist thought contributed to a fundamental redefinition of the
social role of literature (Khalighi Damghani & Nikfarjam, 2016; Farashahinejad,
2019; Mousavi Barazjani & Mohammadi, 2023). In this context, committed and
left-oriented writing became a significant current within modern Persian literature,
while literary criticism increasingly moved beyond questions of taste and aesthetic
judgment toward social and historical interpretation (Khalighi et al., 2015; Javadi
Yeganeh & Tofangsazi, 2013). Writers such as Sadeq Hedayat, Bozorg Alavi,
Ahmad Mahmud, Mahmoud Dowlatabadi, Nima Yushij, and Mohammad-Reza
Shafi‘i Kadkani, albeit in markedly different ways, used literature to represent
poverty, authoritarianism, inequality, and crises of identity (Javidshad & Hadaegh,
2018; Behian, 2009; Mosleh, 2016; Attarzadeh, 2018).

The transformation also extended beyond thematic content to literary form and
genre. Nimaic poetry, the social novel, and the modern short story emerged as
formal responses to new demands for social critique and the representation of
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modern experience (Rezayati Kishkhalé & Jalalvand, 2014; Shafi'i Kadkani, 2011).
Formal innovation, therefore, cannot be understood solely as an aesthetic
development; it was also shaped by changing functional demands that repositioned
literature from an instrument of reproducing established forms of order to a medium
of critique, social exposure, and cultural intervention (Lefevere, 2017; Althusser,
1971). The study further demonstrates that the expansion of translation, the growth
of the modern press, the emergence of a new intelligentsia, and the activities of
cultural and political institutions were instrumental in consolidating this new
poetics and situating literary production within wider networks of social and
ideological practice(Abrahimian, 1998; Khalighi et al., 2015; Mohammadian et al.,
2019).

CONCLUSION

The article concludes that the transformation of the social function of Persian
literature can be understood only in relation to broader shifts in poetics, power
relations, and ideological discourse. Grounded in relatively stable moral and formal
conventions, traditional poetics largely confined literary production to the
reproduction and legitimation of the prevailing social order. Modern poetics,
particularly under the influence of Marxist thought, repositioned literature as a site
of social critique, cultural resistance, and political engagement. This shift
fundamentally altered the relationship between literature and society: rather than
serving primarily to legitimize established authority and represent transcendent
values, literature increasingly became a means of articulating collective experience,
social conflict, and critical consciousness. The study further demonstrates that the
emergence of new literary forms was not simply a matter of aesthetic
experimentation but also a functional response to the changing social and cultural
conditions of modern Iranian society.

NOVELTY

The article’s novelty lies in examining the transformation of Persian literature not
simply in terms of stylistic or thematic change, but as a shift in its social functions
and cultural role. It conceptualizes this transformation through the interrelated
analytical lenses of poetics, hegemony, and ideology. The study’s scholarly
contribution lies in bringing together the theoretical perspectives of André
Lefevere, Antonio Gramsci, and Louis Althusser to examine Persian literature and
elucidate the complex relationships among literary production, power, intellectual
life, and social change. The findings have broader relevance for the sociology of
literature, the cultural history of modern Iran, and ideological approaches to literary
texts. The principal limitation is the study’s focus on poetry and fiction, leaving
drama and popular literature beyond its scope. This delimitation, however, provides
a more coherent basis for the comparative analysis undertaken here.
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