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Extended Abstract

The main question of this research is that how generational relations patterns in Iranian
family are represented in six novels chosen from two periods: before and after the Islamic
revolution of Iran. This research also tracks the changes that have been occurred in novels
in regard with narrating generational relations during this period. Therefore novels have
been considered as interpreting elements that clarifies major social changes including
generation relations within the family. So Qualitative content analysis technique is utilized
for analyzing texts According to the theoretical framework in this research, three general
concepts in regard with generational relations is afforded: generation agreement,
generation difference and interaction simultaneously, and generation gap. In spite of
diversity of views about generational relations, generation gap was the dominant
represented pattern in both pre and post revolution novels. Religious gap and idealistic
views of characters are the main reasons of the generation gap in pre revolution novels.
Generation gap in this period is of an ideologist character and shows a departure from
tradition that should be interpreted in terms of tradition-modernity confrontation.
Nowadays mass media and information technologies have transformed generational
relations. These elements are expected to decrease generation gap or at least diminish the
intensity of challenge between successive generations; especially due to the fact that they
provide a nonlinear interpretation of these relations. But generation gap is still the main
pattern represented in post revolution novels.
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Introduction

The question that this research mainly addresses is that how generational relation patterns in
Iranian family are represented in six novels chosen from two periods: before and after the
Islamic revolution of Iran. This research also tracks the changes that have occurred in novels
with regard to narrating generational relations during this period. Therefore, novels have
been considered as interpreting elements that clarifies major social changes including
generational relations within the Iranian family.

Purpose

Generational relation is an old problematic social developmental history of Iran and the rest
of the world. It would not be wrong to say that the gaps between two generations are always
considered a natural phenomenon. Nevertheless it has been a more problematic issue in
modern societies since industrial revolution. In fact, generation gaps usually occur when
societies undergo radical and immense changes. In Iran, mostly these massive changes were
not endogenous processes; instead most significant changes occurred as a result of
confrontation of Iran’s society with western social orders. Arrival of modernity and
increasing urbanization and renovated social and family relations in the current century
paved the way for generational problems to come on the scene. On the other hand, enormous
changes in recent decades like Islamic revolution and engaging in a war, a sudden rise in
population and significant changes in population structure of Iranian society, new levels of
global communication, and internet-related technologies altogether caused a “formal
plurality” in social relations (Shalchi, 2013: 94). Then dealing with quality of generational
relations is considered one of the top priorities of our society. Undoubtedly the nature of
problems young population finds themselves involved in are totally different in both form
and content from what the former generations have experienced. This is what makes
rethinking of generational relations specially the place of youth in the whole picture of society
an inevitable career for researchers (Zokaei, 2007: 9-10).

The necessity of such studies becomes more evident specially when it is seen under the
light of importance of representation in contemporary contexts. As Denzin emphasizes the
importance of representation, social reproduction and genesis of our societies are coming
about through narrations and images (Shalchi, 2013: 94). We live in a world that is haunted
by images and we can rightly highlight narrations among the most important representation
systems. It is clear of course that these representation systems are not neutral at all; they
themselves are constructed and are destined to be changed and to be modified. They are in
fact representatives of the interests of different social classes.

Therefore, the question that this article mainly deals with is that what is the image that
these six novels draw of the generational relations in Iranian family? And what significant
changes have happened in representation of generational relations in between pre and post-
revolution period in Persian novels?

Regarding methodology of this study, clarifying two issues would be important; firstly,
discussing representation concept and its connection with narration in novels and secondly,
explaining the logic and reason of applying the qualitative method used in this study. With



regard to the first problem Abazari and Papoly Yazdi say that representation either in
sociology of literature or in sociology of cinema is mostly considered as a cause and effect
correspondence between a social fact and a work of art. In this point of view we always are
encountered with a question without having a clear answer to it: what allows us or what is the
proper justification to concluding social fact x from work of art y (Abazari & Papoli Yazdi,
2015: 137).

It is therefore assumed in this article that instead of mechanical succession or
correspondence of social and political events on one hand and works of art on the other
hand, we should see that how and in which way any given work of art interprets and
evaluates the social world surrounding it.

Since discovering the hidden meanings of literary works and a proper explanation of
them is of high importance, we have chosen and applied qualitative content analysis
technique. Qualitative method is a way of research in which findings are not acquired
through statistical data or as a result of quantifying of the subject at hand. In other words,
qualitative method deals with meanings, ideas, definitions, symbols, and describing the
characteristics (Mohamadi, 2008: 16). Using this method we have categorized novels and
assigned codes to some of the contents in them. In content analysis there are differences
between syllogistic and inductive approaches. Analysis of novels in this research is mainly
conducted based on inductive approach. Although differences between these two approaches
are not artificial, what really happens is something between inductive and syllogistic
approach. In this research we have chosen six novels.

Findings and Results

According to the conceptual framework, generational relations discussed under three titles:
generational agreement, simultaneous difference and interaction, and generational gap. The
main categories are generated from these three macro archetypes which made it possible to
discover the main concepts. Despite of the differences in representation of generational
relations in two periods, generational problem in almost all examples is depicted in terms of
generational gap.

Reading pre-revolution novels affords us a model of generational gap which is discussed
in three levels: structural-social level, family level, personal level. Although generational gap
is the prevailing category of both periods, a palpable difference in novels of two periods is
evident; and it can be summarized in a sentence: generational gap in pre-revolution novels
mostly is a gap in religious values which is itself a historical consequence of contrasting
paradigms of tradition and modernity. This kind of gap and such paradigm confrontations
are not so common in post-revolution period. Common characteristic of both paradigms is
that of experiencing new worlds and acquaintance with new thoughts results in an alienation
from religious values and lastly in generational gap.

Meanwhile, representations that belong to post-revolution period, promotes postmodern
interpretations in which youth are attracted by routine politics and problems that are related
to their lives. In fact, currency of relativistic thoughts and more liberation in family relations,
development of media and social network, and an increase in number of educated people has
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led novelists to represent generational relations not in terms of breaking with tradition.
Therefore, the norms inherited from tradition are not challenging anymore in child-parent
relation. In many cases youth are inclined to retrieving traditional values and even show
acclamation towards these traditions. (Zokaei, 2007: 70)

Innovation

A limitation of this research is the number of selected novels. In fact, time limitations related
to academic regulations didn’t make it possible to select more novels. Academic value of this
research and its innovation is in employing sociological point of view in discussing works of
literature that are rich in cultural resources. On the other hand, comparative study of two
periods made reaching at more comprehensive conclusions possible; comparative studies are
of significant and practical importance in social sciences. Furthermore, studying and
knowing generational relations in contemporary novels helps us in understanding youth life
style, social situation, and their point of views in a more comprehensive and better way; this
can help strategists and administrators.
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