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ABSTRACT

The paper aims to identify the semantic implication of moral and normal subjects,
and mechanisms of their reconstruction in the family institution. For this purpose,
here Stuart Hall's representation approach and Jeffrey Alexander's strong research
program have been applied to reach the conclusion on the main research questions:
What is the semantic implication of moral and normal subjects in the family? And
what is the mechanism for reconstructing a moral subject in the family? 65 notes and
editorials published in Shargh, Etemad-e Melli and Hamshahri newspapers in one
section as well as Javan and Kayhan were selected and reviewed in the course of the
study. Newspapers in the other section, representing the murder of Romina Ashrafi,
were examined using a narrative research framework and thematic analysis. Findings
reveal that in both sections, similar components of individual ethics in the family
institution are represented as a normal ideal of a unified world in the network of
obedience and submission.
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INTRODUCTION

May 21 in 2020 was a horrendous day for the village of Sefidsangan in Talesh
County, in Iran’s Gilan Province where 13-year-old Romina Ashrafi was killed by
her father. The alleged honor killing provoked harsh public reactions and covered
by both domestic and foreign media. She was murdered because of Bahman
Khavari, her boyfriend who wanted to marry her after two years in relationship.
Romina's father was not only against their decision but he and other family
members resorted to violence against own daughter and boy’s family. The objective
of her father, mother, uncle and other family members of Romina was to remove
what they called immoral stain and shame from the lap of the family.

The widespread media coverage on Romina’s murder turned into a critical
event, in which, the value of honor in the family institution became a problematic
question. Public opinions also raised many questions about the implications of the
meaning of moral and normal subjects.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this study is to identify the semantic implications formulated from
normal and moral subjects in the family. These implications are made by the main
actors in the political arena and in collaboration with those who use to control the
symbolic means of production. In fact, through the media coverage of Romina’s
murder, certain moral components in family relations are shown, natural and
obvious. But behind the natural components, there are hidden strategic interests,
the understanding of which depends on the achievement of deeper layers of
meanings and value systems.

METHODOLOGY

The methodological framework applied in this research is narrative. In this method,
by identifying symbols, codes and narratives within the text and paying attention to
social and political contexts, in which, an event takes place, the main
presuppositions and a thick description of the text are achieved (Webster and
Mertova, 2016, 14-23), with the help of thematic analysis. In doing so, all sections of
Kayhan, Javan, Etemad-e Melli, Hamshahri and Shargh newspapers, including
editorials, headlines, news, events, etc., were examined. Among these, 65 notes and
editorials from the time of Romina's murder on May 21, 2020 until October 22,
2020 were assessed applying the acute case sampling method.

FINDINGS

Kayhan and Javan newspapers formulated the components of moral and normal
subjects in the family in the form of the "integrated holy life of the family
sovereignty" narrative. Here a model of individual morality was reconstructed in



the form of normal behavior so that the people in the family behave under the
supervision and control of the family’s standard and specific formulations. In other
words, moral subjects do not have a mentality of their own and are not independent
of the family. Rather, their existence depends on the will of father, the head and
sovereign member of the family.

In this narrative, the perception of the family institution can be formulated
based on the concept "holy family" which expresses an idealistic, systematic view of
the do's and don'ts rather than a set of existing realities. Three symbols for
formulating this narrative are: paternal paradox, "legitimacy of sovereignty and
divine religion.

The second narrative, which is related to dailies Shargh, Hamshahri, and
Etemad-e Melli, presents the components of a moral and normal person in the form
of a "narrative of the salvation of the individualized subjects of psycho-center
specialists" which at the heart of this narrative is the role of psychologists,
paramedics, and psychotherapists. They are focused on producing knowledge about
salvation that, through the development of common guidelines and a system of
specialized knowledge and skills, will have the ability to control all aspects of the
society, including the will, body and life of individuals, in a unified manner. This
narrative consists of three central symbols: Paternal house, dynamic jurisprudence
and people.

CONCLUSION

This research sought to answer two key questions: What are the semantic
implications of the moral and normal subject in the family? And what is the
mechanism for reconstructing such a subject in the family? The first account,
narrated in Kayhan and Javan newspapers about Romina's murder by her father, is
a model of individual morality within the family institution in which individuals are
educated in standard and specific formats under the supervision and control of the
family’s head. The ideal society here consists of non-critical, self-regulating, and
self-observing actors raised in the family under the guidance of father. Mechanisms
for constructing a normal and moral subject within the framework of this narrative
are: promoting the ideal of the sacred family, emphasizing the exclusive legitimacy
of sovereignty in the administration of society, and the religion.

In the second narrative, which was represented in Shargh, Etemad-e Melli and
Hamshahri newspapers, salvation is a kind of exercise of power at micro and macro
levels, which is achieved by using the knowledge of experts and producing normal
and disciplined bodies within the family. The mechanisms for constructing a
normal and moral subject within the framework of this narrative are: education and
culture building, reform of the judicial-legal system by using dynamic
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jurisprudence, using the capacity of civil society to educate vulnerable people and
people at the periphery.

NOVELTY

The necessity of a cultural understanding of the problem of morality, the criteria of
the morality-oriented subject, and the mechanism of their reconstruction in the
family institution in the framework of Alexander's Cultural Sociology pave the way
for recognizing more complex and deeper layers of political action. By focusing on
the semantic implications attributed to the moral subject in relation to the critical
event of Romina's murder, identifying strategies, in which, political actors
reproduce their exclusive position will be feasible. In this view, cultural affairs and
its management are not reduced to a dependent variable that is determined by
political structures and interactions of the realm of power. Rather, semantic
meanings act as a causal and independent variable and are considered as the core of
political activities.
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آخوندی،%20عباس%20(10%20خرداد%201399).%20رومینا:%20تلنگری%20به%20دوستداران%20ایران.%20روزنامه%20همشهری،%20کد%20خبر%20101553.%20برگرفته%20از
آخوندی،%20عباس%20(10%20خرداد%201399).%20رومینا:%20تلنگری%20به%20دوستداران%20ایران.%20روزنامه%20همشهری،%20کد%20خبر%20101553.%20برگرفته%20از
https://newspaper.hamshahrionline.ir/id/101553
آسوپار،%20کبری%20(11%20خرداد%201399).%20جای%20اصلاح‌طلبی%20در%20قتل%20زنان%20کجاست؟%20روزنامه%20جوان،%20کد%20خبر%201005251.%20برگرفته%20از
آسوپار،%20کبری%20(11%20خرداد%201399).%20جای%20اصلاح‌طلبی%20در%20قتل%20زنان%20کجاست؟%20روزنامه%20جوان،%20کد%20خبر%201005251.%20برگرفته%20از
آسوپار،%20کبری%20(11%20خرداد%201399).%20جای%20اصلاح‌طلبی%20در%20قتل%20زنان%20کجاست؟%20روزنامه%20جوان،%20کد%20خبر%201005251.%20برگرفته%20از
آسوپار،%20کبری%20(11%20خرداد%201399).%20جای%20اصلاح‌طلبی%20در%20قتل%20زنان%20کجاست؟%20روزنامه%20جوان،%20کد%20خبر%201005251.%20برگرفته%20از
اجلالی،%20پرویز%20(18%20خرداد%201399).%20جامعه‌شناسی%20و%20قتل%20رومینا%20(2).%20روزنامه%20شرق،%20کد%20خبر%20815610.%20برگرفته%20از
اجلالی،%20پرویز%20(18%20خرداد%201399).%20جامعه‌شناسی%20و%20قتل%20رومینا%20(2).%20روزنامه%20شرق،%20کد%20خبر%20815610.%20برگرفته%20از
https://www.sharghdaily.com/fa/tiny/news-815610
اسلامیان،%20ایوب%20(8%20خرداد%201399).%20چگونه%20می‌شد%20از%20قتل%20رومینا%20پیشگیری%20کرد؟%20روزنامه%20شرق،%20کدخبر:%20815067.%20برگرفته%20از
اسلامیان،%20ایوب%20(8%20خرداد%201399).%20چگونه%20می‌شد%20از%20قتل%20رومینا%20پیشگیری%20کرد؟%20روزنامه%20شرق،%20کدخبر:%20815067.%20برگرفته%20از
https://www.magiran.com/article/4048751
https://www.magiran.com/article/4048751
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/search?keywords=%D8%AA%D8%AD%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84%20%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9%D9%87%E2%80%8C%D8%B4%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%AE%D8%AA%DB%8C%20%D9%82%D8%AA%D9%84%E2%80%8C%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C%20%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B3%DB%8C%20%D8%AF%D8%B1%20%D9%82%D9%88%D9%85%D9%8A%
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/search?keywords=%D8%AA%D8%AD%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84%20%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9%D9%87%E2%80%8C%D8%B4%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%AE%D8%AA%DB%8C%20%D9%82%D8%AA%D9%84%E2%80%8C%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C%20%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B3%DB%8C%20%D8%AF%D8%B1%20%D9%82%D9%88%D9%85%D9%8A%
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/5a8e5f1dd6a6bfec4fcdd937a5197670
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/5a8e5f1dd6a6bfec4fcdd937a5197670
https://www.javann.ir/004DVu
https://www.javann.ir/004DVu
https://www.sharghdaily.com/fa/tiny/news-816360
https://www.sharghdaily.com/fa/tiny/news-816360
خبرگزاری%20ایرنا%20(20%20بهمن%201398).%20از%20واگرایی%20تا%20حضور%20در%20سازوکار%20جمعی%20اصلاح‌طلبان.%20اعتماد%20ملی،%20برگرفته%20از%20
خبرگزاری%20ایرنا%20(20%20بهمن%201398).%20از%20واگرایی%20تا%20حضور%20در%20سازوکار%20جمعی%20اصلاح‌طلبان.%20اعتماد%20ملی،%20برگرفته%20از%20
خبرگزاری%20ایرنا%20(20%20بهمن%201398).%20از%20واگرایی%20تا%20حضور%20در%20سازوکار%20جمعی%20اصلاح‌طلبان.%20اعتماد%20ملی،%20برگرفته%20از%20
خبرگزاری%20ایرنا%20(20%20بهمن%201398).%20از%20واگرایی%20تا%20حضور%20در%20سازوکار%20جمعی%20اصلاح‌طلبان.%20اعتماد%20ملی،%20برگرفته%20از%20
https://irna.ir/xjx7nq
https://irandoc.ac.ir/
https://irandoc.ac.ir/
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/e1857a51056a65f63393e0b05cce9365
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/e1857a51056a65f63393e0b05cce9365
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=4391893&pageStatus=1&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=4391893&pageStatus=1&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
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شریعتمداری،%20حسین%20(13%20شهریور%201395).%20تأکید%20بر%20مبارزه%20با%20اشرافیت%20و%20تجمل‌گرایی%20در%20الگوی%20خانواده%20اسلامی-%20ایرانی.%20کیهان،%20شماره%2021433.%20برگرفته%20از
شریعتمداری،%20حسین%20(13%20شهریور%201395).%20تأکید%20بر%20مبارزه%20با%20اشرافیت%20و%20تجمل‌گرایی%20در%20الگوی%20خانواده%20اسلامی-%20ایرانی.%20کیهان،%20شماره%2021433.%20برگرفته%20از
https://www.magiran.com/article/3424458
شریعتمداری،%20حسین%20(7%20خرداد%201399).جنایت%20خانوادگی%20بار%20دیگر%20تناقض‌گویی%20اصلاح‌طلبان%20را%20برملا%20کرد.%20کیهان،%20شماره%20۱۸۹۴۰۵.%20برگرفته%20از%20https:/kayhan.ir/fa/news/189405
شریعتمداری،%20حسین%20(7%20خرداد%201399).جنایت%20خانوادگی%20بار%20دیگر%20تناقض‌گویی%20اصلاح‌طلبان%20را%20برملا%20کرد.%20کیهان،%20شماره%20۱۸۹۴۰۵.%20برگرفته%20از%20https:/kayhan.ir/fa/news/189405
شریعتمداری،%20حسین%20(9%20خرداد%201399).%20استاندارد%20دوگانه%20مدعیان%20اصلاحات%20در%20برابر%20جنایات.%20کیهان،%20شماره%20۱۸۹۴۹۶.%20برگرفته%20از
شریعتمداری،%20حسین%20(9%20خرداد%201399).%20استاندارد%20دوگانه%20مدعیان%20اصلاحات%20در%20برابر%20جنایات.%20کیهان،%20شماره%20۱۸۹۴۹۶.%20برگرفته%20از
https://kayhan.ir/fa/news/189496
http://www.magiran.com/article/4048026
http://www.magiran.com/article/4048026
طباطبائی،%20فهیمه%20(11%20خرداد%201399).%20لایحه%20تأمین%20امنیت%20زنان%20در%20هزارتوی%20مانع‌تراشی%20متوقف%20مانده%20است%20روزنامه%20همشهری.%20شماره%209080،%20برگرفته%20از
طباطبائی،%20فهیمه%20(11%20خرداد%201399).%20لایحه%20تأمین%20امنیت%20زنان%20در%20هزارتوی%20مانع‌تراشی%20متوقف%20مانده%20است%20روزنامه%20همشهری.%20شماره%209080،%20برگرفته%20از
https://newspaper.hamshahrionline.ir/id/9080
علویجه،%20محمدرضا%20(8%20%20خرداد%20%201399).%20رومینا%20قربانی%20خشم%20و%20جهل%20شد.%20روزنامه%20جوان،%20شماره%201004807.%20برگرفته%20از
علویجه،%20محمدرضا%20(8%20%20خرداد%20%201399).%20رومینا%20قربانی%20خشم%20و%20جهل%20شد.%20روزنامه%20جوان،%20شماره%201004807.%20برگرفته%20از
https://www.javann.ir/004
فكوهی،%20ناصر%20(11%20خرداد%201399).%20چه%20كسی%20رومینا%20را%20كشت؟%20
فكوهی،%20ناصر%20(11%20خرداد%201399).%20چه%20كسی%20رومینا%20را%20كشت؟%20
فكوهی،%20ناصر%20(11%20خرداد%201399).%20چه%20كسی%20رومینا%20را%20كشت؟%20
فكوهی،%20ناصر%20(11%20خرداد%201399).%20چه%20كسی%20رومینا%20را%20كشت؟%20
https://www.magiran.com/article/4048033
قوشه،%20شیما%20(11%20خرداد%201399).%20چرا%20قانون%20مانع%20فرزندکشی%20نمی‌شود؟%20روزنامه%20شرق،%20کدخبر%20265377.%20برگرفته%20از
قوشه،%20شیما%20(11%20خرداد%201399).%20چرا%20قانون%20مانع%20فرزندکشی%20نمی‌شود؟%20روزنامه%20شرق،%20کدخبر%20265377.%20برگرفته%20از
https://www.sharghdaily.com/fa/tiny/news
گنجی،%20عبدالله%20(12%20خرداد%201399).%20حجم%20اخبار%20تلخ%20جامعه%20بالا%20رفته%20که%20حتی%20آغاز%20به%20کار%20مجلس%20جدید%20به%20چشم%20نمی‌آید.%20روزنامه%20جوان،%20کد%20خبر%201005326.%20برگرفته%20از
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