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1. Centre for Contemporary Cultural Studies (CCCS)
2. Teddy Boys

3. Mods

4. Rockers

5. Hippies

6. Punks
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1. Muggleton & Weinzierl
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1. Thornton
2. Steve Redhead
3. Post-subculture
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1. Paul Hodkinson
2. David Hesmondhalgh
3. celebration of consumerism
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2. Lacasa et al

3. Matthew Hills

4. Amanda Montell
5. follower



AT Sm o 5 5 palslon Sinp (S5 ol Ala i 51 5SS oo oo
LBl oo s o 5l G il (A1 Glae S b iy s S Sl ek
ATY Y VE LBla) (5,5 Cio s m o 5 S )l grea i |y gl ol 55 oS

Sl ¢ e wlga (a3l on Sp pod S (6,554 G313 npseio
sl slacelom a5 1S o 05555 Ly ok ool (Y ) 0l s el (5o
(e ) S e B g Jy (Som e 2 IS ) (S Bl o b ol
dsban Sl el o s lalelor LS5 4 olS 2 e G5 (g,dlos
3 855 5 (S o0 A S Sias Sy b bl o G 2 ) i L
o gliab ;b e 55 dns S5 a5 lon S ypome b ) Sin e &
sl 5 WS oo |y alsslon sl o ol IS8 4 el slaaSl 5 S, sba,
S S lalsl g San b s b s e oKl (g 2éu

Ol 311G was o S5 |y plaslor ¢ hie slaaledSTL ablis gl plalis-1sn
o O gty Lalion 48T ola g 51 (S6 isS g3 003 K 50,5 oSS e
W) T 5 T glaslon 53 Situe ashiilotior 5 sl claoy] kS o
Sl ol T (claliad 15l s 4l (il (6555 (313 il o ool
Lagl sy Lot ey el (la gy 5 iy o S0o b sl b sl oliis 5
Sy el 5 Ao o0 3,535 3N 5 etk (38 (BIIS S8l 4 (g 2
I S sl a3 Bab 5 b5 AuS S bl 4o A3l e 45 Aias oo

L 515500 Lol 5 Colacin oo - sz (smoin L3l 3l ool Sl s "l
adoz 3l Lalwy S o She olaml oy 3 0355 0lo 5 O sl 3 KIS
b 03 ot 5 A oo Ll o S S0m o3 2 (S S5 ey 53 o0 o3
S, (g e Gaaas 1345 (63l 31 gl o » caslias . )ls (108,50 2 Lo e
V80V (Yoo P el 9) Gl il K 31 G (S Syl S el

1. Alexis Lothian
1. Williams
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YouTube

8.55%

4.52%

P=96%
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Instagram

54.73%
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8.39%

Social Media Stats in Islamic Republic Of Iran - July 2023
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1. Online Platform Migration
2. social fragmentation

3. lost content

4. Casey Fiesler, Brianna Dym
5. Jeremy Wade Morris

6. platform fandom

7. streaming media services

8. Spotify
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1. Lucy Bennett

2. Texting and Tweeting at Live Music Concerts: Flow, Fandom and Connecting with other

Audiences through Mobile Phone Technology

3. flow

4. Twitter as a technology for audience and fandom; The Eurovision phenomenon

5. audiencing
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1. Tim Highfield, Stephen Harrington, Axel Bruns

2. Transformative Works and Cultures
https://journal.transformativeworks.org/index.php/twc/issue/view/81 4 S, 2t Sledbl g, .Y

4. architecture

5. community

6. power

7. "Imagine a place:" Power and intimacy in fandoms on Discord

8. Discord

9. fan practices

10. individual Discord servers

11. fan discourses

12. subscription services

13. fan text
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1. fan activities

2. David Kocik,PS Berge,Camille Butera,Celeste Oon, Michael Senters

3. Discord as a fandom platform: Locating a new playground

4. fannish principles of warning and consent

5. Welmoed Fenna Wagenaar

6. "It's not your tumblr‘: Commentary-style tagging practices in fandom communities
7. Tagging

8. commentary tags

9. Tumblr
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1. expressive tags

2. Kimberly Kennedy

3. Sam Binnie

4. Using the Murdoch Mysteries fandom to examine the types of content fans share online
5. Murdoch Mysteries

6. Technological determinism

7. Thorstein Veblen
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1. Thomas Hauer

2. Medium Theory
3. Media Ecology

4. social determinism
5. modelled
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1. Levi

2. platform society

3. platform capitalism
4. platform revolution
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1. Deuze

2. media life

3. platform life

4. platformization

5. Rasmus Kleis Nielsen, Richard Fletcher
6. Google

7. Meta

8. Reddit

9. TikTok
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1. José van Dijck, Thomas Poell, and Martijn de Waal
2. Poell

3. business studies

4. critical political economy studies

5. software studies

6. cultural studies
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1. against platform determinism
2. low-connectivity areas
3. Caplan, Clark, & Partin
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1. Facebook

2. Twitter

3. Instagram

4. LinkedIn

5. Knowledge platforms

6. Quora

7. Stack Overflow

8. Yahoo! Answers

9. Media sharing platforms
10. YouTube

11. Vimeo

12. Service-oriented platforms
13. Airbnb

14. Uber

15. GrubHub

16. Watts

17. Marketplaces

18. Amazon

19. Social and content networks
20. WeChat

21. Slack

22. Credit card and payment platforms
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1. PayPal

2. Visa

3. Operating systems for computers, mobiles, game consoles, VR equipment and associated app stores
4. Android

5. Apple i0S

6. Google app store

7. Reillier & Reillier

8. Advertising

9. Subscriptions
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4) The most appropriate platform for fans: From the point of view of some,
depending on the goal and needs of the fans, various platforms may meet their
needs.

5) Necessity of existence or non-existence of a special fan platform from the
fans' point of view: In this context, three views can be traced in the interviewees'
statements i.e., the existence of these platforms is necessary, not necessary or
unnecessary.

6) Regardless of how much time people spend on fandom, they may change
their fandom platform, change the using type of the same platform, or the number
of platforms they use, for various reasons and affected by various conditions.

7) Obstacles and limitations of the platforms to express fanship: Some
limitations mentioned by fans were "technological” and "non-technological" and in
some cases a combination of both.

CONCLUSION

While the platforms are influenced by each other and may overlap and resemble,
each has its own characteristics. They do not replace but complement each other.
Sometimes, for reasons such as the exclusive presence and activity of idols on a
certain platform, or the need to access various types of content for admin, there is a
need to use several platforms simultaneously. Some fans use several platforms to
keep up with the fan atmosphere, and sometimes this issue is attractive to them by
itself. The end result is a situation between determinism and free will.

The preference of platforms is created depending on factors as well as various
inherent and software obstacles of the platform, and external and social factors. In
the absence of digital platforms, fandom for Korean pop bands would likely either
be non-existent or much more difficult, in general, it can be claimed that what forms
fandom on the platform is a combination of internal (technological) and external
(non-technological) factors. The limitations and possibilities of the platforms play a
role in the way fans are expressed; but they are definitely not the only determining
factor, and their role in interaction with social, cultural, political, economic, and
other factors determine the final result.

NOVELTY

Most researches on the fandoms and celebrities fanship ignore the technological
dimensions. In this paper, the technological aspect of fanship has been studied by
focusing on a k-pop fandom.
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INTRODUCTION

In today's platformized environment, emerging social phenomena, affected by this
process, have faced considerable dimensions. One of these phenomena is "fandom"
of celebrities. The evolution of platforms in how to express fandom has been
different according to the activity of users in each of the social media platforms and
influenced by the architecture and tools arrangement of that platform.

Although previous studies have been carried out concerning fandom in social
media, no attention has been paid to the media platforms themselves and their role.
The dominant focus in media research is on the analysis of texts, production or
consumption, and the technological dimension which has been considered a "black
box" and ignored.

PURPOSE

Identifying the specific features of each of these platforms and recognizing their
possibilities or limitations in the way fans express their fanship is the main goal of
this research. To limit the issue, fans of Korean pop music, known as K-poppers,
have been selected and the following questions were answered:

What are the characteristics of each platform from the viewpoint of K-pop fans?
From the viewpoint of K-pop fans, what opportunities or limitations does using any
of the platforms create for expressing their fandom?

METHODOLOGY

Regarding the fact that in this research, a better understanding of the role of
different platforms in the context of fan culture is attended, a qualitative method has
been applied. Sampling method in this research was available sample, and the
selection of 10 Iranian fans of Korean music bands. To better understand the
mindsets and personal experiences of these fans on consuming media and different
platforms for fandom, a semi-structured interview method was used.

FINDINGS
The findings have been explained in the form of six main themes:

1) Motives and reasons for k-pop fanship: One of the motivations and reasons
for fanship of k-pop is "leisure and entertainment". Another factor in continuing to
be a fan is "to maintain friendships with teenagers of the same age."

2) Special features of each platform; from the perspective of fans are listed
separately.

3) Fanship platform: Platforms play an important role in fanship. This issue is
especially prominent in transnational and global fandom.
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identity. This indicates that the concept of digital Tatality subculture can be an
appropriate concept for explaining this community due to its features and functions.

NOVELTY

In the context of Iran, there’s scarce literature on Amirtatalou's fans. The conducted
research is often focused on the lyrics of Tataloo's songs, which were mostly done
thorough pathological approaches. This study, however, aims to gain a better
understanding of Tataloo fans and study the type of community they create in the
digital space.
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FINDINGS

One of the main inquiries of this study was to discern which communication
methods adopted by Tataloo have contributed more than others to the acceptance
and reinforcement of Tatality identity. The rationale behind posing this question is a
functionality that can be presumed for subcultural communities. However, it is
important to emphasize that the enumeration of all communication techniques and
methods employed by Amir Tataloo for his enthusiasts is not the aim of this
question. Rather, the attempt was made to ascertain, through interviews with
followers and enthusiasts, which components have had the greatest impact on the
inclination towards and reinforcement of Tatality identity. Therefore, the findings
are of paramount importance; firstly, the extracted themes reveal factors indicative
of greater adherence to Tatality identity within the framework of a digital subculture
of enthusiasm, as opposed to concepts such as neo-tribalism or scene. Secondly, it
presents components that, when disrupted, weaken the position of Tatality identity
and may even lead to a reversal from enthusiast identity. This possibility of
weakening enthusiast identity itself can point to the functions that the Tataloo
enthusiast community serves. Thus, considering the insights provided by
subcultural theories, components that facilitate both attraction and adherence and
the potential reversal from enthusiast identity are crucial.

Based on the gathered data, the utilization of three communication principles by
Tataloo has had a significant impact on enthusiasts, allowing them to remain loyal to
their Tatality identity. "Collectivity in music," "construction of charismatic
personality,” and "transformation of enthusiasm into Tatality" are three
communication principles of Tataloo that have allocated the maximum content to
themselves.

These three principles demonstrate why enthusiasts participate in the Tataloo
enthusiast community and may also indicate reasons why their enthusiast identity
may weaken, leading them to reduce or withdraw from their subcultural activities.

CONCLUSION

The findings indicate that late subcultural theories are instrumental in explaining
the empirical research sample. According to the research data, "comprehensiveness
in music," "construction of charismatic personality," and "transformation of fandom
into Tatality" are three relational principles that signify characteristics that can be
described and analyzed with subcultural studies approach due to their functioning
within the fan community. Thus, these mentioned relational principles
simultaneously serve two functions. They can both incline and strengthen the
fanatical identity and increase subcultural participations. Additionally, disruption in
these principles for any reason can lead to a redirection from the subcultural
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INTRODUCTION

In an era where official narratives and one-sided media conglomerates are not the
sole determinants of constructing images and narratives, studying and
understanding the values, beliefs, and lifestyles of culturally diverse groups such as
the youth is highly valuable. This is because they are considered catalysts in shaping
cultural dynamics and societal transformations. The internet empowers youths to
emerge and narrate their "selves"; it aids them in seeking their own narratives amidst
other media narratives and in contributing to its construction and reinforcement.

Due to these characteristics, digital platforms appear as desirable options for
groups that, despite holding radical political and cultural beliefs and different
lifestyles, find the opportunity to share them with like-minded or opposing
individuals without constraint. In this space, individuals are not merely passive
consumers of content; they actively participate in creating a common language,
norms, and even a shared identity.

The followers of Amir Tataloo, in Iranian society, are one example often
recognized due to their distinct lifestyles and sometimes extremist actions; at times,
they face expulsion by their families and the media, being treated as a detriment to
them. However, this group of enthusiasts, known as "Tatality," through forming
online communities in the form of fan pages and creating serialized channels with
the suffix and prefix "Tatality Alliance," have responded to the need for acceptance
by a group and have also delineated their distinction from other social groups.

With the formation of these communities, understanding the nature and name
of the groups formed by these enthusiasts becomes important. Therefore, the
research issue involves theoretically and empirically examining the compatibility of
the concept of "Tatality digital subculture” with the phenomenon of the culture of
Amirhossein Maghsoudloo's followers.

PURPOSE

The aim of this article is to select the best concept to explain the cultural fandom of
Tataloo, focusing on subcultural theories. In other words, with the theoretical
sensitivity provided by subcultural studies, the possibility of applying the concept of
"digital Tatality subculture” based on empirical research data is examined in this
instance.

METHODOLOGY

Research data were collected using semi-structured interviews with 16 teenage
administrators of Amir Tataloo fan pages on the Instagram social network, and data
analysis was done using thematic analysis with the assistance of MAXQDA software.
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ABSTRACT

Various approaches to the nature of communities and their interactions with each other have played a
central role in the evolution of the conceptualization of the subculture term. From the period when
certain specific youth groups were introduced in the works of Birmingham School intellectuals as
subcultures, to today, where some approaches fundamentally discuss the inefficiency of the subculture
concept, a spectrum of perspectives regarding changes and developments in social, technological, and
media-related contexts about this concept and its characteristics has been presented. This study, with the
theoretical sensitivity provided by subculture studies, addresses the cultural phenomenon of enthusiasm
for Amir Tataloo. In this sense, the theoretical and empirical alignment of the term "Tatality digital
subculture” with the enthusiast community of Amir Tataloo, examined in this study, is the research
issue. In line with the research objectives, semi-structured interviews were conducted with 16 teenagers
who manage fan pages on the Instagram social network, and thematic analysis of the data was performed
using MAXQDA software. The results indicate that late subcultural theories are instrumental in
explaining the empirical research sample as "collectivity in music,” "construction of charismatic
personality," and "transformation of followers into Tatality" are three communicative principles that, due

to their function in the enthusiast community, signify this matter.
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conditions in shaping their popularity. This deeper understanding will contribute to
a clearer picture of BTS's influence in the ever-evolving landscape of global
entertainment and cultural exchange.
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This is the first time an academic research is done on BTS fandom in Iran, using
such an extensive analysis.
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of the Persian BTS Wikipedia page was analyzed across different time periods and
compared to similar topics.

3. Twitter Data: Tweets posted by Iranian users mentioning the band were
collected using a Twitter crawler between the beginning of 2021 and the beginning
of 2023. The collected data was then analyzed using various content analysis tools.

FINDINGS

BTS initially saw phenomenal success in Iran, capturing the attention of the public
with their music, message, and marketing strategies. This is evident in the rise of
Google searches related to the group and increased visits to the Persian Wikipedia
page. However, the data suggests a shift in recent years. While searches about the
group's music and performances peaked in 2022, overall engagement has declined
ever since. This decline seems to be accompanied by a shift in focus towards the
personal lives of band members, including the emergence of "One-Shot" fan fiction.

Despite the decrease, a dedicated fan base, particularly young female fans,
continues to actively engage with BTS. This is supported by the continued presence
of dedicated fan websites like Testchi and the steady visits to the Wikipedia page,
albeit lower than its peak. Overall, while BTS's popularity in Iran has undergone
fluctuations, it remains a significant cultural phenomenon with a dedicated
following. Further research is needed to understand the complex factors influencing
their popularity and its evolution in the Iranian context.

CONCLUSION

BTS's initial success in Iran stemmed from effective marketing, relatable themes,
and their global appeal, attracting a dedicated fanbase, particularly young females.
However, this initial surge appears to be moderating. Analysis reveals a shift in fan
engagement, with searches about music and performances giving way to a focus on
the personal lives of band members. This highlights the cyclical nature of fame and
the potential for manipulation, even with efforts in media literacy education.

Furthermore, the study suggests the influence of political tensions, leading some
Iranian youth to view BTS as a symbol of rebellion against external pressures.
Nevertheless, it is crucial to acknowledge potential limitations — the data's scope and
the inability to capture individual motivations or the influence of other factors.

While BTS's popularity may be slowly waning in Iran, their impact remains
undeniable. Their journey serves as a case study for understanding cultural
influences in a globalized world and the complex dynamics of youth culture,
particularly in politically charged environments. Moving forward, further research is
needed to explore deeper into the motivations of BTS fans in Iran, the broader
cultural impact of the group, and the interplay of social media and economic
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INTRODUCTION

The global music landscape has witnessed a seismic shift in recent years with the
explosive rise of the South Korean boy band BTS. Their carefully designed blend of
pop, hip-hop, and R&B, coupled with their strategic use of music videos and social
media, has transcended cultural and linguistic barriers, captivating audiences
worldwide. This phenomenon extends beyond mere musical prowess, as BTS's
lyrical themes often touch complex concepts such as self-discovery, social issues, and
most importantly, religion, resonating deeply with their devoted fan base - the
"ARMY". This article studies the story of BTS's remarkable success in Iran. While
their influence in the country undeniably remains, data suggests a potential decline
in its overall reach. However, this decline doesn't paint the entire picture. By
analyzing the data from various sources, this article aims to explore the intricacies of
BTS's impact in Iran, highlighting the unwavering dedication of a core group of fans,
particularly young Iranian females, who continue to keep the flame of BTS's
popularity alive across the nation.

PURPOSE

To investigate the recent decline in overall engagement with BTS in Iran: By
examining data and trends, this research aims to understand the potential reasons
behind this decline and its impact on the band's overall popularity in the country.
Furthermore, despite the decline, this research acknowledges the continued
dedication of a core group of fans. Therefore, an additional purpose emerges: To
shed light on aspects of support of a dedicated group of Iranian BTS fans. This
investigation tries to explore the motivations and characteristics of these fans,
offering insights into the enduring power of the BTS phenomenon and the enduring
connection it has forged with this specific audience segment.

METHODOLOGY

This research utilizes a multifaceted approach to analyze the Iranian online
audience's perspective towards BTS. Three primary sources of data are leveraged:

1. Google Trends: This popular website provides insights into the behavior of
users on the Google search engine, categorized by geographic location. It analyzes
the popularity of top searches across different regions and languages, utilizing
graphs to compare the search volume of various queries over time. Google Trends
serves as a valuable tool for researchers to study online public opinions and track
emerging topics and cultural shifts.

2. Pageviews Analysis: This website analyzes the number of pages viewed on
Wikipedia in different languages. It allows researchers to gauge social trends and
focus on public attention over time, acting as an “attention thermometer” to indicate
what the society is paying attention to and with what intensity. The number of views
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ABSTRACT

The rise of the Korean music group, BTS, has been nothing short of phenomenal, captivating global
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method and pattern introduced in this article is an innovative method for analyzing
multimodal texts on social media, which has not been considered in social science
researches so far.
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care of children. The mother is completely satisfied with doing the domestic role
and selflessly taking care of the children, and she has shown this satisfaction both in
the pictures and in the writings. The father has little presence in the pictures and is
generally working outside. The father is also described as a hardworking and
powerful person as well as the head of the household. The findings show two
discourses of "patriarchy” and 'capitalism” on this page. The mother plays
traditional roles but a woman who is not quite traditional since she performs
traditional roles not by pressure and compulsion, but by her own choice and desire.
Also, unlike traditional women, she is a consumerist who wears a variety of clothes.
Also, the individual and feminine beauty of the mother is emphasized. Father's
authority is also different from traditional ones. Although the father is described as
powerful in the text, in the pictures, he is mainly shown at marginal and
unimportant, the supporter of the mother and weak. This is, as if his only role is to
finance the family and has no role in other family-related decisions and issues.

CONCLUSION

Mothers are classifying and framing themselves and their children by posted
pictures on child-oriented Instagram pages. They can create opportunities to resist
existing stereotypes or perpetuate those stereotypes. While social media have
facilitated the formation of bottom-up discourse and it was expected that the power
gained this way, would lead to more creativity in changing values and norms. On
this page what was observed, not the formation of bottom-up discourse rather the
reproduction of gender stereotypes and the already powerful discourse of patriarchy
that has been institutionalized in the Iranian society. This can be due to the fact that
the mother, as the manager of the images, has been exposed to and affected by
gender stereotypes to some extent. On the other hand, she is dependent on the
feedback of her followers and therefore will only disregard those social norms that
do not conflict with the attitudes and internalized structures of her followers. In
other words, although the dynamics of communicative power have changed in favor
of ordinary people and content producers, every communicative phenomenon in
social media is shaped by industrial, social and cultural contexts. The reproduction
of patriarchal discourse on this page can also be attributed to the power of social
context. In addition to what has been said, evidence of capitalism discourse can also
be seen on this page, which can be interpreted as being influenced by industrial
context. Commercial rationality and capitalist values play an important role on
Instagram, and being seen as a fundamental principle that seeks to display beautiful
faces and desirable appearances as well as diversity in clothing and consumerism.

NOVELTY

This study has shown the implementation of "multimodal critical discourse
analysis” for analyzing multimodal texts such as on Instagram. The analytical
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INTRODUCTION

By making available user-generated content, social media have provided an
unprecedented opportunity to study online social behavior (Shahghasemi &
Prosser, 2019); opportunity social science researchers can use to get to know and
understand their targeted society better. Different forms of communication
converge in social media, and for this reason, they need to be analyzed using a
multi-layered approach (Kasken, 2015, 40). Nowadays, with the emergency of social
media, researchers pay attention to "multimodal” analysis and considering that a
large part of the meaning created on social media is conveyed through images and
visual features, researchers also attach importance to the mechanism by which
cultural meanings are produced and the way images create meaning (Asaberger,
2009, 81). Kress and Van Leeuwen proposed an approach for the multimodal
critical discourse analysis that is suitable for assessing social media texts. That is
because, both the words used in the texts and the features of the image - such as
facial expressions, color and lighting - play an important role in producing the
meaning of the text and therefore are important to analyze.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this article is to introduce the method of multimodal critical
discourse analysis based on Kress and Van Leeuwen's approach and to explain how
to use this method as a suitable way of analyzing discourse on Instagram.

METHODOLOGY

The critical discourse analysis is about how and to what extent textual constructions
depend on dominant ideologies and reproduce these ideologies (Asaberger, 2019,
272-287). In multimodal critical discourse analysis, considering the principle of
multimodality and changing the focus from language to other semiotic aspects such as
images, the use of semiotic approaches is considered for the analysis. In their model
for analyzing multimodal texts, Kress and Van Leeuwen adapted from Halliday's three
meta-functions and believed that the image, like the language, has three meta-
functions: representational, interactive and compositional meta-function. In this
research, the analysis is done based on these three meta-functions. In this order, first,
a selected post "as a text" is analyzed by separating the written and visual languages,
then all the posts on the page are analyzed next to each other and "as a corpus".
Keeping this in mind, its repeating patterns and meanings are extracted.

FINDINGS

The findings show that on this page, s girl is shown along with feminine toys and
symbols and is in the state practicing the domestic or maternal role, and on the
other hand the boy is shown along with male toys and symbols. The mother of the
family is mainly present at home and is responsible for doing housework and taking
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ABSTRACT

Instagram texts need to be analyzed from a multimodal perspective because a large part of it on this social
media platform is conveyed to the audience through images. The multimodal critical discourse analysis
approach, like others, focuses on power and ideology concepts, as well as the context involved in text
production and at the same time, due to attention to multifacetedness and using the social semiotics
approach, it is suitable for analyzing Instagram texts. The study of childhood, motherly and fatherly identity
construction on child-centered Instagram pages was chosen as a case study. For this purpose, first the
analytical framework of Kress and Leeuwen was explained with the focus on how to analyze each of the
intellectual, interpersonal, and hybrid meta-roles. Then only the child-centered page of fraternity that is
among the top-ranked Iranian Instagram influencer pages was analyzed using the same method. Findings
were analyzed by separating texts as corpus. Following that, the discourses of patriarchy and capitalism were
identified and their connection to social and industrial context was described. Findings also demonstrated
the fluidity and simultaneity of identities influenced by the emergence of social media.
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CONCLUSION

This paper showed that factors such as income generation and acquiring economic
capital, the shortcut to success and an opportunity to be seen and heard are essential
reasons for users; inclination toward Instagram. These structural factors contribute
to a fame trend among Instagram users, leading to standardization of taste, the
consumerism of everyday life, and changes in values and norms at both micro and
macro levels. Ultimately, it should be noted that chasing fame itself is not
necessarily absurd. Nevertheless, how users achieve fame and their goals beyond it
are considerable which concludes diverse pros and cons in the society.

NOVELTY

Most studies carried out in Iran have not considered the reasons and consequences
of Instagram fame specifically from users' perspective with a qualitative outlook.
Some researchers only have focused on the fame culture and mainstream celebrities.
This article has analyzed users' perceptions about being famed on Instagram and
explored their lived experiences in dealing with this issue.
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FINDINGS

6 main themes and 12 sub-themes were extracted from interviews. This
categorization has been presented in the following table:

Table 1. Themes and sub-themes extracted from interviews

Sub-Themes Main Themes

The temptation to be wealthy . . . .
] . Monetizing and acquiring economic capital
Earning very high income

Overnight success
Quick-yield job
Free network activity

Shortcut to Success

An opportunity to be seen and heard
Freedom from limitations PP ¥

Compensatory simulation L
o . . Standardization of taste
The repetitive representation of lifestyle

Encouraging consumption
. §ing R P . Consumerism of everyday life
Regretting not having material assets

Displaying of tab
P éylng o7 1anoos Changing values and norms
Breaking gender stereotypes

As findings indicate, most interviewees cited the economic problem as their first
motivation to be inclined to Instagram for gaining fame and becoming a micro-
celebrity. Due to severe economic problems in Iran, such as high inflation,
unemployment and international sanctions, have created many problems for youth,
hence, they use the Instagram’s potential to earn money and capital. Some
participants also equated their interest in becoming a micro-celebrity to rapid and
effortless achievement, which is not possible in the society, meaning such success in
the real world requires a lot of time and endeavor. Also, becoming famed on
Instagram was introduced as a positive way and an effective alternative to
compensate for users' failures in the society. Some strict limitations and rules set by
official institutions that citizens need to comply were another factor users
mentioned as why they tend to become famous on Instagram. Furthermore,
interviewees mentioned lifestyle and standardization of taste by micro-celebrities a
one of the main consequences of Instagram fame that encourage ordinary users
aspiring for a social status similar to micro-celebrities. Another notable issue
implied by the majority of participants was the consumerism of everyday life, which
has arisen from micro-celebrities' representations on Instagram. Some other
Instagram users believed that many micro-celebrities have gradually changed
stereotypes, correct and incorrect cultural beliefs, and taboos, because of their social
media fame and having large number of followers. They have a significant influence
on their follower's opinions and ideas.
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INTRODUCTION

Today, the possibility of being famous has intensified especially through social
media networks such as Instagram which was accessible to a small number of
people before. Due to its visual features, easy-to-use, and numerous active users,
Instagram has become a central platform for creating fame. By searching the phrase
"How to become a celebrity on Instagram?’, we come across more than 690,000
pages in Persian language on Google that directly or indirectly provide different
methods and strategies for people to become renowned on Instagram. This process
indicates that people are enthusiastic about such fame. Exchanging followers via
different sites and applications, creating numerous contents for gaining fame, and
promoting multiple methods to earn money through Instagram are samples of great
praise of this social media network by Iranian users and the prevalence of fame
culture in the society. “Nowadays, not only the eagerness to be well-known has
become common, but also the tools and strategies related to become reputable are
banal and attainable to everyone” (Bennett, 2011: 179). In other words, new media's
collaborative capabilities allow ordinary enthusiasts to perform actions regarding
self-branding and self-celebrification and reach fame. To put it better, Instagram
users bypass the media and entertainment industries' gatekeepers' roles to become
"do-it-yourself" celebrities and attain celebrity status (Hu, 2019: 535). Considering
these primary explanations, in this study, the causes and effects of passion for being
famed have been investigated based on Instagram users’ perspectives.

PURPOSE

The article seeks to answer these questions: what are the objectives and ends of the
desire for fame among Instagram users? It's worth noting that this is significant,
how users interpret and perceive fame on Instagram that has been neglected or has
not been paid much attention to in previous studies.

METHODOLOGY

The data collection was accomplished through a qualitative approach and in-depth
semi-structured interviews. For this purpose, we selected 20 Instagram users
including 11 females and 9 males who are actively engaged on Instagram but are not
famous, and have some familiarity with micro-celebrities’ practices. It should be
noted that we conducted the interviews with two groups of interviewees. We
selected ordinary respondents and media activists including digital marketers,
media students, and researchers through snowball and purposeful sampling. The
findings were ascertained using the thematic analysis technique.
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ABSTRACT

With the emergence of new social media networks, the mechanisms of gaining fame have undergone
massive transformations. Today, users have attained the opportunity to reach fame, which was not easily
accessible before. In this regard, due to its easy-to-use capabilities and high popularity among users,
Instagram has become a main platform for creating fame. Many Instagram users are inclined to become
famous on this social network for various reasons, and this fame brings considerable consequences in the
society, which enhances the importance of sociological analysis of the issue. By this way, the present paper
tries to examine and analyze the causes and effects of fame on Instagram while reviewing the theories about
economy, fame, and microcelebrity. The study was conducted with a qualitative approach and semi-
structured in-depth interviews with 20 Instagram users. The findings obtained from the interviews were also
extracted and analyzed with the thematic analysis technique and demonstrated 6 main themes and 12 sub-
themes . Finally, based on the interviewees' responses, significant reasons for seeking fame on Instagram
include monetizing and acquiring economic capital, a shortcut to success, and an opportunity to be seen and
heard, which has led to important outcomes such as the standardization of taste, the consumerism of
everyday life, and changing values and norms in the society.
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optimal network of interactions and increase social capital. Today, these networks
are created in the form of specialized groups on specialized platforms, but they are
less used in Iran. The development of public education in order to reduce the
consequences of working in virtual networks and increase the presence of culturally
active figures in the reputation system can help direct their influence in this space.

NOVELTY

This research is significant in terms of method used and the way it addressed the
issue of celebrities from the perspective of understanding them. In addition,
attention to the role of elite groups in directing public opinion, especially young
groups and consumers of virtual space against government institutions is a
significant factor in drawing the desired culture.
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METHODOLOGY

The study is practical and developmental in terms of its purpose, and in terms of
nature, it is a qualitative with a phenomenological approach. The research method
applied here is Husserl's descriptive phenomenology as well as a seven-step method
of Colaizzi (1978). The research community consisted of figures active in various
fields of science, art, sports, cyberspace activism, and university professors who
were aware of the issue of cultural changes and also followed them in cyberspace.
Semi-structured and in-depth interviews were conducted with 16 people as a sample
of the study, using the purposeful sampling method dependent on the criteria in an
inconsistent manner until the level of data saturation. In order to obtain the
reliability, interviews were conducted in parallel and separately, and their results
were compared with each other. A high similarity was observed in several
interviews randomly. Also, two coders were used for the data, and their degree of
agreement showed the validity. In addition, an in-depth description technique,
which is mainly used in qualitative and ethnographic studies, was used. In order to
abstract the information, the written data of interviews was reviewed several times
and its general content was understood. After reviewing all the contents, important
phrases and sentences were extracted. In the first stage, the important extracted
statements were re-read, and terms and expressions were identified for the study of
cultural changes-based celebrities’ virtual networks. In the continuation, the
meanings acquired from the sentences were combined to obtain a common
meaning.

FINDINGS

The results showed that the requirements of cultural changes through celebrities in
virtual space can be placed at two general levels: structure and content. The
structural requirements refer to elements that facilitate the structural dimensions of
cultural change in virtual space through the domain. This dimension includes
optimal networking, structural resistance control, family transformations and social
capitalization. The content requirements refer to elements that facilitate the content
dimensions of cultural change in virtual space through the domain. This dimension
includes cultural streamlining, cultural leadership, attention to social status, and
new individuality.

CONCLUSION

Apart from showing the role of famous people (celebrities) in cultural changes, this
research highlighted the factors that facilitate the influence of celebrity culture in
the Iranian society. These results can be useful for planners and managers of media
and culture in recognizing different aspects of celebrities' behavior, especially in
cyberspace, and lay the groundwork for new studies in the field of celebrity culture.
It is suggested to develop specialized virtual social networks in order to achieve the
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INTRODUCTION

With the arrival of new media, especially individualistic and virtual ones such as
mobile phones, the style of media consumption and the development of network
communication, celebrities were recognized as an important source in the political
economy of communication. Celebrity or famous figures usually refer to those who
become famous in the media space and many people follow their published content.
In fact, the growing trend of using virtual space on the one hand and the role of
celebrity culture in managing it on the other hand put cultural changes in conflict.
On this basis, celebrities increasingly found a strategic place in social and cultural
changes; actors who, apart from cultural change content, led certain cultural
practices and actions to the field of cultural and social exchanges through
deconstruction (Wright & Nyberg, 2022).

Therefore, the management of inevitable cultural changes in cyberspace, which is
the place of conflict between power flows, especially the reputation system, becomes
significant i.e. an issue that doubles the importance of paying attention to the desired
point and the requirements to achieve it since celebrities are able to influence
important social and cultural areas, including relationships between individuals and
political institutions, as well as protesting aspects and creating and directing cultural
and social movements. In fact, the stars of a society have the power that allows them
to bring change (Thrall et al., 2010). Evidence in Iran shows that about a third of
social media users follow the personal pages of famous actors and singers, and about a
quarter of users follow the personal pages of athletes. Extra-social interactions,
identification and praise are the three main indicators of the tendency towards famous
people, so that in addition to being interested in extra-social interaction with them,
they intellectually follow the values and attitudes of celebrities and behaviorally
imitate their lifestyle (Solimani Sasani et al., 2022). In Iran, celebrities and their roles
were noticed widely with the expansion of the Internet service and public access to the
virtual space. The use of social networks is growing rapidly and has been extended to
various domains of life (Mehraban & Shah Ghasemi, 2010). Recently, a significant
number of researches have been conducted in Iran on celebrity culture and its effects,
especially in the virtual space (Shah Ghasemi, 2021; Asadi & Shahghasmi, 2021;
Soleimani Sasani et al, 2022; Bicharanlou & Shojaeian, 2022). Since achieving
desirable and sustainable cultural changes requires attention to the variability
requirements, the lack of attention to them can affect the process and content and
therefore, the research problem is to determine the nature of the requirements of
cultural changes through cyberspace fame.

PURPOSE

The research intends to carry out a phenomenological analysis of the requirements
that cultural changes face with through the fame of celebrities in the virtual space.
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ABSTRACT

Managing cultural changes in the virtual space is inevitable since it is a place of conflict between
power flows, especially the reputation system. Achieving desirable and sustainable cultural changes
requires attention to changeability requirements. It means that ignoring these requirements can affect
the process and content of changes. Based on this, the purpose of this article is to investigate and
answer the question: What are the requirements of cultural changes through the fame of celebrities in
the virtual space? The research is based on Husserl's descriptive phenomenology as well as Colaizzi's
method (1978). The research population is those who are active in various fields of science, art,
sports, and virtual space activism. Semi-structured and in-depth interviews were conducted with 16
people as a research sample using the criterion-dependent purposeful sampling method until the level
of data saturation. The data were validated through external auditors, returning to the interviewees,
and in-depth descriptions. The findings showed that the requirements of cultural changes through
celebrities in the virtual space can be found at structural and content levels: in the dimensions of
optimal networking, control of structural resistance, family changes, and social capital building in the
form of structural requirements, and in the dimensions of cultural flow, cultural leadership and
attention to social status in the form of content requirements. The results, in addition to showing the
role of celebrities in cultural changes, emphasize the factors facilitating the influence of celebrity
culture in the Iranian society.

Keywords: cultural changes, structural requirements, content requirements, cyberspace, celebrity
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