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1. leisure projects

2. Wellman

3. Personalized Networking
4. community
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hold the potential to yield invaluable insights into the profound impact and
dependency of this susceptible cohort on such works. Moreover, they can furnish
decision-makers in the realms of both media and education with a comprehensive
understanding of the multifaceted effects exerted by fictional characters on the goals
and belief systems of children and adolescents.

Within the context of architecture and cinema symbolism, future research
efforts can extend to encompass a comprehensive examination of enduring
cinematic franchises that have been consistently produced over several decades.
Noteworthy examples include but are not limited to "Star Wars," "X-Men," and "The
Terminator." These seminal works offer a unique opportunity to delve into the
persistent influence of cinematic storytelling on culture, narrative construction, and
societal values, as well as the evolution of architectural symbolism within their
visual landscapes.

Through these proposed research trajectories, the academic community can
contribute to a more profound understanding of the dynamic interplay between
media narratives and the adolescent psyche, shedding light on the intricate ways in
which fictional characters and cinematic worlds shape the cognitive and emotional
landscapes of the younger generation.
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releases. The integration of such architectural motifs not only enriches the visual
and narrative dimensions of these films but also underscores their thematic
significance within the broader cinematic landscape.

CONCLUSION

In a broad comparative analysis, the cities portrayed within the Marvel and DC film
franchises can be categorized into three overarching macro modes: "Populous New
York City," "Historical Alternate Spaces," and "Future Utopias." Each mode reflects
distinct narrative and architectural characteristics intrinsic to their respective
cinematic contexts.

1. Populous New York City: The first mode of storytelling unfolds within the
heart of urban landscapes characterized by a grid-like structure, densely populated
streets, and a heterogeneous blend of inhabitants. Notable instances of this mode
include Gotham City, epitomized in Batman's universe. These cities mirror the
administrative and security systems characteristic of contemporary metropolises
worldwide, functioning in harmony with their populous nature. However, they
teeter on the brink of chaos in the absence of a superhero's vigilant presence.

2. Historical Alternate Spaces: In the second mode, cities draw inspiration from
the classical architectural traditions of ancient civilizations such as Greece, Rome,
and Egypt. They endeavor to encapsulate the essence of legend and mythology,
fostering a sense of authenticity within the story's spatial framework. These cities,
marked by their antiquity and originality, often incorporate elements of high-rise
construction within select structures. Furthermore, they are frequently depicted as
the primary birthplaces or nurturing grounds for superheroes.

3. Future Utopias: The third mode encompasses cities characterized by cutting-
edge technology, soaring skyscrapers, mobile architectural constructs, and forms
that draw inspiration from the natural world. These futuristic metropolises
represent advanced societies, replete with innovation and dynamic design. The
infusion of nature-inspired forms underscores the union of technology and
organicity within these urban environments.

Through this categorization, we unveil a nuanced exploration of how the
cinematic representation of cities plays an instrumental role in shaping the narrative
landscape of Marvel and DC films, offering a diverse array of settings that enrich the
storytelling experience.

NOVELTY
Given the profound influence of superhero narratives on the impressionable

demographic of teenagers, it is prudent to propose further research endeavors
within the domain of culture and media studies. These prospective investigations



METHODOLOGY

In this article, the authors undertake an in-depth analysis of six prominent
characters and their respective domiciles featured within the expansive Marvel and
DC film series. The selection of these characters was executed via a non-random
sampling methodology, driven by the inherent need for comprehensive
documentation and descriptive depictions of the spatial environments associated
with these fictional personas. Consequently, three characters were meticulously
chosen as representatives from each cinematic universe, Marvel and DC,
respectively.

The analytical process within this study unfolds in a systematic manner. Firstly,
each of the selected case examples is subjected to a thorough examination, focusing
on commonalities and overarching themes shared among them. Subsequently, these
residences are subjected to an in-depth semiotic evaluation, seeking to elucidate the
nuanced signifiers embedded within their architectural designs.

The buildings scrutinized within the scope of this article encompass: Iron Man's
residence, the Asgard Palace (the abode of Thor), and Black Panther's homeland
(Wakanda), all situated within the Marvel Universe. Additionally, the study extends
its purview to encompass Batman's residence, Themyscira (the home of Wonder
Woman), and Atlantis (the domain of Aquaman), each a prominent architectural
facet within the expansive DC Universe. Through this meticulous analysis, we aim
to shed light on the rich tapestry of semiotic meaning interwoven within these
iconic cinematic spaces.

FINDINGS

Within the realm of cinematic storytelling, classical and ancient architectural
elements serve as potent instruments in imbuing legendary narratives and central
characters with a distinctive originality. This thematic thread, notably prominent in
the narrative framework of "Wonder Woman," extends its influence beyond the
realm of Iron Man-related structures. Most notably, it manifests through the
employment of sharp and rugged, nature-inspired architectural aesthetics that
permeate many edifices, embodying themes of reverence for nature and the
enigmatic allure of concealed powers. Height, as a design element, holds particular
significance, both in the strategic advantage it affords in battle scenarios and in its
symbolic connection with celestial realms, notably represented through Sky-Gates.

Moreover, architectural components such as bridges, contoured terraces, and
mobile structures have emerged as recurring motifs across a multitude of cinematic
productions, extending beyond the confines of the Marvel and DC cinematic
universes. These elements, marked by their unique computational complexity in
design and engineering, have become integral facets within upcoming cinematic
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INTRODUCTION

Superhero cinema enjoys widespread popularity, particularly among culturally
attuned audiences, children, and adolescents, largely due to its amalgamation of
fictional and mythological elements. This genre, in conjunction with various other
mediums such as video games, television series, animations, literature, and
merchandise, engenders a multifaceted realm where the boundaries between reality
and fiction converge in the lives of its consumers. Notably, the Marvel and DC
franchises have produced an extensive array of films, serving as gateways into their
respective cinematic universes. Over time, these films have garnered significant
acclaim and relevance, with the sustained continuity of their narratives and the
interconnectedness of characters across different installments augmenting their
impact on the audience.

In recent decades, scholars have penned numerous articles delving into the
impact of architecture on Iranian cinema. While these contributions have explored
the symbolic and emotive dimensions of architectural elements within cinematic
narratives, a notable omission lies in the lack of attention to futuristic architecture
in the context of cinema. This research embarks on a novel inquiry, commencing
with an introductory overview of the intricate narratives within the fictional Marvel
and DC realms. Following this, the study delves into the character profiles of the
central figures and their associated architectural environs. This investigation
extends its purview to encompass the systematic design of communal spaces within
these structures, embarking on a semiotic analysis to unravel the representation of
architectural elements within the multifaceted dimensions of superhero personas.

PURPOSE

In contemporary society, the medium of cinema has assumed a pivotal role in the
facilitation of cultural exchange, communication of beliefs, evocation of emotions,
creative expression, and the shaping of urban designs, including the realm of
architecture. Beyond the architectural facets of characters and characterizations
within the narratives of Marvel and DC films, this research focuses on the
identification and analysis of shared architectural motifs featured within these
cinematic universes. Furthermore, it aims to discern the intricate relationship
between the design of these fictional residences and the distinctive characteristics of
the superheroes inhabiting them across various narratives.

The present study represents an inaugural endeavor to engage with this
burgeoning field of inquiry, marking a significant initial step toward the scholarly
exploration of this compelling cinematic and architectural discourse.
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ABSTRACT

The medium of cinema, as a potent and influential art, consistently endeavors to present a
more authentic representation of the narrative by intricately interweaving elements such as
plot, characters, and scenes. This endeavor extends to the deliberate incorporation of explicit
and implicit symbolism within the design and architecture of urban landscape. This research
seeks to address: How does the description and placement of a location as a backdrop for
narrative relate to the character development and thematic content in Marvel and DC
cinematic productions? Specifically, this study aims to assess the alignment between
prevalent architectural signifiers associated with superheroes and the thematic
characterizations found in Marvel and DC films. This investigation aspires to decipher the
underlying meanings and metaphors inherent in the concepts underpinning the design of
residences and urban landscapes inhabited by superheroes. Production designers within the
Marvel and DC film franchises deliberately craft diverse urban settings, with each showing
emblematic of concepts such as gentrification and the physical and mental prowess of
respective superheroes, often manifesting through variations in architectural styles,
encompassing classical, high-tech, and bionic aesthetics. Notably, this architectural
characteristic evolves in response to the narrative's temporal dimensions. Nevertheless, there
remains a consistent thread of "mysterious architecture concealing hidden spaces and
connections” and "precisely articulated juxtapositions beneath an ostensibly simplistic
facade" recurring across the diverse residences featured in these cinematic worlds.
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In Mahdavian’s films, the utterly revolutionary perspective is criticized primarily
through two crucial arguments. Firstly, from the standpoint of consequentialism,
the director illustrates in all three films that radical idealist characters devoid of
realism end up causing more cost and problems rather than achieving their desired
outcome. Secondly, from an ethical perspective, Mahdavian draws attention to the
fact that his radical characters exhibit the same traits they hold non-revolutionaries
accountable for, such as labeling others in the film "Lottery" or prioritizing personal
interests over national interests, as depicted in the film "Rad-e Khoon”. On the
other hand, he disapproves of pure realism too, considering it similar to
conservatism, which is clearly inefficient in addressing the issues that the younger
generations deal with.

NOVELTY

The theoretical analysis of Iranian cinema, in contrast to European or even Eastern
cinema, is not straightforward since the authorship is frequently unambiguous and
the filmmakers mostly lack distinct and specific theoretical and ideological
perspectives that can clearly highlight their standpoint in their works. Articulating
the discursive conflicts and polarities within the narratives of these three films,
aligning them with academic theories, has been a complex undertaking in this
research.

On the other hand, discourse analysis methods tend to be either text-centric,
including the Fairclough approach, or similar to Van Leeuwen’s methodology,
merely focus on certain characteristics of films, such as polarities and the
interaction between the actors. Consequently, the significance of this study is
demonstrated by the application of Fiske’s method, which has the capability of
simultaneously examining the form and content of a film to discern its underlying
ideologies, to the analysis of political films that aim to convey messages in the
second and third layers.
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(Fiske, 1380, 118). Fiske contends that an event intended for broadcast is pre-
encoded, and broadcasters and producers strive to make it technically broadcastable
while still being culturally acceptable. Consequently, he classifies visual symbols
into three levels: reality, representation, and ideology. The event prepared for
presentation is inherently pre-encoded with social symbols (Mehdizadeh, 1392:
253). In this study, scenes with a strong idealism-reality contradiction are selected
and interpreted using Fiske's approach.

FINDINGS

The analysis of key sequences in three significant films by Mahdavian shows that he
refrains from making definitive judgments between idealism and realism. Rather, he
regards strict commitment to either idealism or realism as inadequate and
ineffective. Mahdavian believes the complexity lies in addressing tensions and
acknowledging distinctions between these two viewpoints, and that only through
the interaction and dialogue between these perspectives can issues be resolved. The
challenge is to foster a perspective that is able to distinguish between these two
points of view, resolve conflicts between them, and ultimately reconcile realism and
idealism.

In Mahdavian’s films, the utterly revolutionary perspective is criticized primarily
through two crucial arguments. Firstly, from the standpoint of consequentialism,
the director illustrates in all three films that radical idealist characters devoid of
realism end up causing more cost and problems rather than achieving their desired
outcome. Secondly, from an ethical perspective, Mahdavian draws attention to the
fact that his radical characters exhibit the same traits they hold non-revolutionaries
accountable for, such as labeling others in the film "Lottery" or prioritizing personal
interests over national interests, as depicted in the film "Rad-e Khoon". On the other
hand, he disapproves of pure realism too, considering it similar to conservatism,
which is clearly inefficient in addressing the issues that the younger generations deal
with.

CONCLUSTION

The analysis of key sequences in three significant films by Mahdavian shows that he
refrains from making definitive judgments between idealism and realism. Rather, he
regards strict commitment to either idealism or realism as inadequate and
ineffective. Mahdavian believes the complexity lies in addressing tensions and
acknowledging distinctions between these two viewpoints, and that only through
the interaction and dialogue between these perspectives can issues be resolved. The
challenge is to foster a perspective that is able to distinguish between these two
points of view, resolve conflicts between them, and ultimately reconcile realism and
idealism.
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INTRODUCTION

Post-revolutionary societies, which idealistically embark on a transformative path
by dismantling the existing order and reconstructing a utopian system, face a
complex dilemma when it comes to reconciling goals with reality. This conflict and
its importance in the reformation and perpetuation of Iranian society are effectively
demonstrated by the historical experience of the Islamic Republic of Iran, which
was founded as an idealistic system following the 1979 Revolution. It has also
manifested in various events, including the nationalization of the oil industry, the
seizure of the U.S. embassy, the acceptance of Resolution 598, and the nuclear issue,
prior to, during, and decades after the Islamic revolution. Cinema has also proved
to serve as a different battleground for the emergence of this conflict, as evident in
the works of some of the most famous Iranian filmmakers, such as Mohsen
Makhmalbaf, Ebrahim Hatamikia, Mohammad Hossein Mahdavian, etc.

PURPOSE

From a theoretical perspective, there are three approaches to the conflict of
reconciling ideals with reality. The purely idealistic approach, as described by
Gerald Cohen, involves organizing collective life and necessitates disregarding
reality. The second approach, similar to Hobbes' recommendations, could be purely
realistic, focusing entirely on reality and feasibility while neglecting ideals, resulting
in normative and ethical emptiness (Nigel, 1394, 38-37). The third approach, in the
words of Rawls, is a synthesis of idealism and pragmatic realism that addresses
collective life in harmony with both ideals and reality, without dismissing either
(Rawls, 1388, 25). These three approaches can be used to study significant events of
the Islamic Revolution and how they are highlighted in Iranian films. This study
examines three feature films by Mohammad Hossein Mahdavian, a political
filmmaker who explores the main events of revolution within a narrative context.
The goal is to determine which theoretical approach, among the three, best
expresses the director's perspective on the idealism-reality conflict, as well as how he
concludes this struggle in his cinematic narrative.

METHODOLOGY

In this research, the critical discourse analysis method of John Fiske, which centers
around semiotics and addresses both form and content, has been employed to study
the samples. According to John Fiske, the semiotics tradition aims to produce
meanings that support the prevailing social goals. Fiske claims that the integration
and apparent natural unity of reality, diverse representations, and ideologies are
prerequisites for the creation of meaning. Fiske argues that critical semiotic or
cultural analysis challenges and deconstructs this unity and demonstrates the
seemingly natural unity is only the result of the influence of ideological codes
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ABSTRACT

The intricate dynamic between idealism and realism, coupled with the challenges of
regulating their interrelation, plays a major role in forming social structures and community
life. Post-revolutionary systems, having successfully redefined prevailing conditions through
the proposition of an idealized state, confront the difficult challenge of defining new
paradigms that are consistent with this ideal. Cinema, as a social institution, by means of its
narrative language can address profound social dilemmas and actively participate in the
representation and organization of conflicts inherent in collective existence, most notably
the ideological discord between idealism and realism.Several generations of Iranian
filmmakers in the post-Islamic revolution cinema through the perspective of their ideology
have concentrated on this issue and provided various interpretations of the dynamic tension
between idealistic ambitions and pragmatic reality. In this study, three feature films,
“Lottery”, “Majaraye Nimirroz [Midday Adventures]”, and “Rad-e Khoon [Trace of Blood]”
by Mohammad Hossein Mahdavian, one of the young directors of Iran who have explored
this conflict, are examined through an analytical lens influenced by John Fiske methodology.
The findings reveal that in these films idealism manifests itself in conscientiousness, Jihad,
and principlism, while realism is represented in concepts such as pragmatism, pacifism, and
tolerance. Although the filmmaker seems to favor pragmatic ideas, he perceives both
idealism and realism as fundamentally deficient in isolation.
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this process changed from the unforced and free state that was considered in informal
leisure time to a rigid state. This is the same issue that was raised under the title of the
iron cage of Instagram. After a while, users looked at Instagram as their work
environment, which they had to work within to achieve financial success. In the
category of the centrality of Instagram in facilitating the possibility of action, we first
defined the concept of challenge for users. Such a matter was important in clarifying
the issue. After this, the findings of this section show that Instagram is a decisive space
to search for new challenges and create them based on creativity. According to Barry
Wellman, this is an example of the formation of a community in the Instagram space.
Gradually, many people from all parts of a country come together in this community
and form new relationships.

CONCLUSION

In the context of our Iranian lives today, Instagram has become one of the most
popular programs for spending free time. So that after a while, we see the formation of
new facilities and entertainment on this platform, such as "Instagram challenges". This
kind of thing appeared in the first place in the form of an activity that is followed in
free time; but after a while, it went beyond, and earning money from this channel
became the main purpose. One of the main points in this research comes back to the
participants' definition of leisure time. Since the main point of this work was related to
the Instagram space and spending free time, the main question came back to whether
being on Instagram is considered a part of the participants' free time. The people who
appeared in this research as bloggers believe that Instagram has a limiting property in
terms of time and activity, which prevents them from feeling free on Instagram.
Instagram is no longer just a place to spend time; it is considered a platform for
independent job and profession for users.

NOVELTY

The findings of this research show that the expansion of virtual programs such as
Instagram acts as a double-edged sword. On the one hand, the possibility of
employment and earning has been created for more people and they managed to turn
their informal leisure time into official leisure time. In this way, such a two-sided look
can be helpful in better identifying the possibilities of the Instagram space and trying
to improve its functions.
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INTRODUCTION

With more than one billion users, Instagram is known as one of the most important
social networks in the world based on images (Kemp, 2019). Instagram is one of the
programs that play a central role in the leisure time of young Iranians, especially
women; The emergence of female bloggers and numerous influencers is proof of this
point. In recent years, this space has gone beyond being a place to spend leisure time
and has become a career field for young people in many cases. In the meantime, what
is generally known as Instagram challenges is one of the most popular activities on
Instagram. By participating in these challenges, bloggers and even normal users of
virtual space enter a competitive environment and try to do a single scenario in the
best way and even better than others. Such a matter is first known as a kind of
recreational activity for the purpose of spending free time. But after a while, people
who are looking to earn money in the virtual space also turned to these challenges and
tried to increase the visits of their virtual pages with the help of these apparently
recreational activities; This gradually led to an increase in followers, the growth of
virtual pages, an increase in product sales, and earning more money through virtual
accounts. In this regard, in the first step, the role of these challenges in the leisure time
of young women is sought to be explained, and then how these challenges are
transferred from the leisure area to the professional area is examined.

PURPOSE

Since the production of these challenges had filled an important part of the free time
of these young women, we decided to conduct scientific research on the role of these
challenges in their lives. The two main questions of this research are: What is the role
of Instagram challenges in the leisure time of young women? Also, what role has the
professional life of young women played in making them participate in challenges and
activities in the Instagram space?

METHODOLOGY

The method used in this research is thematic analysis, which is also known as theme
analysis or content analysis. As the name of this method suggests, themes or patterns
are the main and key elements of this method. The data collection technique was
semi-structured interviews with 20 young women users aged 18 to 30 who have public
pages and have taken up challenges. In the meantime, explorer was selected as a target
population in the Instagram space, where various challenges can be seen.

FINDINGS

In the first theme, we tried to present the process that each user went through based
on what Stebbins refers to as the transition from informal leisure time to formal
leisure time. In a sense, users initially turned to Instagram to fill their free time. A little
later, they tried to entertain themselves by participating in challenges, but gradually
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ABSTRACT

Undoubtedly, Instagram significantly impacts people's everyday life in the social, cultural,
economic, and political arenas. One of the handset applications become common among
young Iranians, especially girls, during their free time is Instagram. In recent years, this app
has evolved from a domain of recreation to, in many cases, a career field for youth. In the
meantime, one of the most well-liked Instagram activities is what is known as an Instagram
challenge. In general, "challenge" refers to videos shared widely, especially by bloggers. This
study examines twenty young female bloggers between the age group of 18 and 30. Thematic
analysis, a semi-structured interviewing tool, and coding for data analysis were used in this
study's qualitative methodology. To better analyze the behavior of these young women,
Robert Stebbins' theory of transforming informal leisure time into formal one has been used.
The three main categories of the paradoxical situation of leisure/career, the centrality of
Instagram in facilitating the possibility of challenge, and the creation of financial channels in
the context of Instagram rituals were extracted from the interviews. In general, these users
talked about the goals and methods of setting challenges, the conditions of creating these
challenges, and how they turned casual leisure into serious leisure by paying for classes to
increase their audience on Instagram and not be discouraged despite failures and the efforts
they made.
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still an unknown topic, and in this sense, the necessity of organizing a systematic
research seems necessary. On the other hand, since social interactions in public and
recreational spaces are rooted in the differences in the cultural, religious and social
identities, understanding the compatibility of Oldenberg's theoretical perspective
with reference theory in the issues of public and recreational spaces with the social
and cultural background of Iranian society seems important.
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process. MAXQDA10 software was used for data analysis. Also, in order to reach
the reliability criterion, two conventional techniques of control and evaluation from
the respondents' point of view and analytical comparisons were used.

FINDINGS

The findings indicated the existence of two central propositions regarding the
subjective meaning of Iranian society's welfare measures: 1) Entertainment spaces
are not neutral, level, accessible and simple. 2) Iranian society wants entertainment
spaces that are uncontrollable or less controllable by the government. Also, the
results showed that recreational spaces can change from the meaning of an
environment to entertainment and shaping good times to subjects that require
important criticisms of values and norms from the path of civil disobedience and
misbehavior.

CONCLUSION

The results indicate that although “the theory of the third place” is considered a
suitable framework for recreational places in various Western or West-oriented
societies, it is less possible to load the characteristics of this theory in the context of
Iranian society, which has a life based on religion and religious teachings and
culture. As an example of the unsupervised nature of Oldenburg's third place in a
society where observing the Islamic hijab (dress code), not consuming alcohol,
relationships outside of marriage, and issues of this kind are considered values and
norms, it highlights the incompatibility of theory and social context. Although the
results of this research are in line with those of Oldenberg and Christensen, (2023)
and Signorini, (2023), it showed that the mentality of the Iranian society also seeks
to use uncontrollable and unsupervised third places. Based on the findings, it is
suggested that by adopting strategies such as creating purposeful entertainment in
public spaces, investing and taking care of entertainment related to the people and
increasing its quality, reproducing meaning in official media as the most accessible
entertainment spaces, increasing festivals and carnivals, religious at the community
level, especially in accessible spaces for everyone, such as the street, and the use of
recreational spaces for the needy sections can be used to strengthen recreational
spaces in Iranian society and prevent them from becoming models of disobedience
or civil disorder.

NOVELTY

The review of the empirical evidence available in Iran indicates that the research on
leisure time and recreational spaces is a new topic that has not yet taken an
independent and consistent form, and generally, the study of this socio-cultural
background is a new and innovative social structure in the literature. Theory and
research on sociology of space, cultural sociology and the field of social welfare is
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INTRODUCTION

Today, attention to the promotion of public welfare, especially through policies and
planning and social security as an efficient tool for governments in establishing
justice, has a special place in the development programs of developed and
developing societies and among researchers interested in this field (Humphreys,
2024; Naimaei and Shakuri, 2015). In the meantime, one of the most important
platforms for welfare planners and social policymakers in providing services has
been focusing on leisure time and the quality of spending it in public and
recreational spaces (Tokarski and Zarotis, 2020). This is also because of the fact the
most important and broadest platform for spending leisure time in any community
is recreational spaces (Jach, 2021). Spending free time collectively in recreational
and public spaces has always been a special attraction for Iranians, and according to
the meaning formed in Iranian mentality, the freedom of behavior and action in
recreational environments is at its maximum (Ashtieh and Khobynejad, 2023;
Cherik and Hemti, 2023; Qalambar Dezfuli, 2022); This means that the Iranian
society shows behaviors beyond formal, value and normative frameworks in
recreational places (Yavari, 2023; Mohammadi, Shah Mansouri and Adabi
Firouzjah, 2023). Based on this, Iranian society's mentality of welfare measures of
the government with emphasis on leisure time and recreational spaces has been
considered to be analyzed.

PURPOSE

The present study, with a qualitative approach, sought to identify and understand
how the public opinion perceives welfare measures of the political system in spaces
that are created based on the welfare guidelines of the government and to provide
social vitality and leisure time. For this purpose, the current research was conducted
through semi-structured interviews with academic elites in the fields of cooperation
and social welfare, social planning and cultural policy with the aim of analyzing the
meaning of the Iranian society's mentality toward welfare measures with an
emphasis on leisure and recreational spaces.

METHODOLOGY

The current research was conducted using a qualitative method and based on
contextual theorizing, relying on semi-structured interview technique and targeted
theoretical sampling. The statistical population included professors and experts in
the field of social sciences (cooperation and social welfare trends, social planning
and cultural policymaking) of Tehran, Allameh Tabatabai and Kharazmi
universities in 2023, and due to theoretical saturation, 17 of them were interviewed.
In order to increase the richness of the research, an attempt was made to interview
professors who had a history of theoretical or experimental research in this field,
although the right to withdraw was respected for each of them during the interview
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ABSTRACT

The present study aims to review the opinions of experts on the Iranian society's mentality
towards recreational spaces. This is a qualitative research based on contextual theorizing, for
which, 17 professors and experts in the field pf social sciences (cooperative trends and social
welfare, social planning and cultural policymaking) from Tehran, Allameh Tabatabai and
Kharazmi universities were interviewed and the data were analyzed using MAXQDA
software. The findings indicated the existence of two central propositions about the
government's welfare schemes in recreational spaces: 1) Entertainment spaces are not
neutral, level, accessible and simple. 2) Iranian society wants entertainment spaces that either
uncontrollable or less controllable by the government. Also, the results showed that
recreational spaces can change from the environmental to entertainment purpose and shape
good liesure times to the subjects that require important criticisms of values and norms from
civil disobedience and misbehavior. Therefore, it is suggested to adopt strategies such as
creating purposeful entertainment in public spaces, investing and taking care of spaces
related to people and increasing its quality, reproducing meaning in the official media as the
most accessible entertainment spaces, increasing festivals and religious carnivals, making
them accessible to everyone, such as with connecting streets, and creating a platform for the
needy sections of the society. With these, it is possible to strengthen the recreational spaces
in the Iranian society and prevent them from becoming models of disobedience or civil
disobedience.
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advance our research by examining their embodied experiences and various forms
of actions within the stadium, a subject frequently addressed in international
studies. This study can be considered part of the social sciences research domain,
aiming to narrate the path that female Iranian fans strive to follow and progress in.
It examines a topic that has received little attention in domestic research, aiming for
a deeper understanding of the experiences and actions of women in a sports
environment generally perceived as male-dominated.

This research identifies and highlights the barriers and challenges faced by
Iranian women in attending stadiums. Considering recent developments and
increasing social demands for women's presence in stadiums, this study can
contribute to promoting social and cultural changes.
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representing significant concepts of this analysis were identified and categorized
into a single theme.

FINDINGS

The conceptual framework of this research is derived from Butler's "situated
identity" (Butler, 2009) and Connell's "hegemonic masculinity” (Connell, 2005). The
society aims to regulate and suppress bodies; thus, individuals experience different
bodies in varied social contexts. Females, in contexts such as the stadium and
engaging as football fans, are experiencing these different bodies. This experience of
different bodies is directly related to hegemonic masculinity, which seeks to
maintain and reinforce the current gender order.

The findings are categorized into two main themes: "styles of fan display” and
"male dominance." The first addresses alternative and substitute methods used by
Iranian women instead of being present in the stadium, encompassing six
alternatives. Women talked about vicarious male support, wearing the team's
clothing, presence in virtual spaces and streets, and so on, as ways to prove
themselves as genuine and authentic fans. In the second theme, women discussed
the male dominance that prevents them from expressing themselves and achieving
subjectivity. They often face a hostile atmosphere and sexist insults. They
continually strive to prove themselves to men as fans and, in this process, try
various options to appear more like male fans.

CONCLUSION

Fandom does not hold different meanings for women; like male fans, they seek to
express their passion and loyalty to their favorite team. This expression of fandom is
most prominently displayed in stadiums, a space from which Iranian women have
been largely excluded. As a result, they strive to find alternative ways to connect and
express their fandom. They continuously endeavor to reclaim their agency and
assert it to their male counterparts.

The presence of women in stadiums can lead to an environment characterized
by interaction and participation, no longer dominated by just half of society.
Allowing women to attend and be recognized as fans in sports stadiums provides an
opportunity to enhance women's agency. This recognition can contribute to
balancing the rhythm of everyday life and promoting gender equality in public
spaces.

NOVELTY
A major limitation of this study was the restricted presence of women in stadiums

across the country, with only a few exceptions for limited games, which impeded
the collection of field data. If we observe a continuous presence of women, we can
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INTRODUCTION

Women are typically ignored and marginalized in research on football because the
general belief is that football is a male domain, with true and authentic supporters
being men alone. Social science researchers have shown that the realm of football
remains deeply influenced by its masculine traditions, perpetuating gendered
stereotypes and failing to recognize women as ordinary fans alongside others,
irrespective of their gender. Consequently, various football federations and official
bodies in leading football nations have initiated campaigns and movements to
combat this discrimination. These efforts aim to promote gender equality in football
fandom and women's sports, demonstrating that women, alongside men, can be
considered "genuine" and "authentic” supporters.

PURPOSE

This research aims to narrate the experiences and challenges faced by female
football fans. The connection between women and football in the Iranian society
has always been a contentious issue. Examining the trajectory of women's entry into
stadiums and the challenges they face along with this journey highlights this
contention. The objective of this study is to provide an unmediated account of
Iranian female football fans that have faced significant obstacles in their quest to
attend sports stadiums and assert themselves as fans. Their fandom has consistently
been marginalized by the dominant discourse and official media.

This issue has been influenced by pressure from civil society within Iran and, on
the other hand, by international organizations like the Fédération Internationale de
Football Association (FIFA). These pressures have ultimately led to changes that
allowed female fans to attend league games during the 2023-2024 seasons.

METHODOLOGY

This research has progressed using a qualitative method. Compared to the
quantitative method, the advantage of the qualitative method is that it does not rely
solely on an external perspective, and the researcher is directly present in the field.
The entirety of this research was conducted with the help of the thematic analysis
which seeks to identify, examine, and record patterns and themes in the data,
focusing on identifying tendencies and life patterns, as well as conversations among
individuals, to produce and describe strategies and behaviors (Zokaei, 2020: 84).
After conducting semi-structured interviews with 30 female football fans in Iran,
recurring and distinct themes were extracted and categorized into separate themes.
In the first phase of the thematic analysis, efforts were made to gather important
points from each interview and interpret the meanings of the women's perspectives
on the subject. In the second phase, descriptive codes that shared a common space
were grouped and assigned a code. In the final phase, the overarching themes
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ABSTRACT

Women's football fandom is an overlooked topic in social science researches as women are
typically ignored in sociological studies on football. The general public perception is that
women are not genuine or authentic supporters of this sport, which is often considered a
male-dominated and male-owned. The challenges for Iranian female football fans are even
more pronounced due to their exclusion from the public discourse surrounding the football
fandom. They lack a dedicated space for independent action and face restrictions on entering
stadiums. For years, Iranian female fans have employed various forms of action and
resistance to be more than silent and invisible supporters. This article relies on a thematic
analysis of qualitative data from thirty interviews with Iranian female football fans to identify
the motivations behind their entry into the football arena. It also examines how they express
their fandom and challenges in this process. The findings reveal that women's exclusion
from stadiums drives them to alternative methods of displaying their fandom. Throughout
this journey, Iranian female football fans encounter numerous gendered and discriminatory
stereotypes that manifest differently at various stages.

Keywords: women, fandom, football, stadium, action, gender stereotypes

1. Master's in Cultural Studies, Faculty of Social Sciences, Allameh Tabatabai University,
Tehran, Iran.
P4 z_sabbaghi@atu.ac.ir

* Corresponding Author

2. Professor in Cultural Studies, Faculty of Social Sciences, Allameh Tabatabai University,
Tehran, Iran.
M zokaei@atu.ac.ir


https://doi.org/10.22035/jicr.2023.3125.3438
https://doi.org/10.22035/jicr.2024.3308.3587
http://www.jicr.ir/article_527.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
mailto:z_sabbaghi@atu.ac.ir




Mahdizadeh, M. (2007). Rasane-ha va baznamayi [Media and representation],
Tehran, Iran: Daftar-e Motale'at va Rasaneha.

Memar, S., Adlipour, S., & Khaksar, F. (2012). Sabakeha-ye ejtema'i-ye majazi va
bohran-e hoviat (ba takid bar bohran-e hoviati-ye Iran) [Virtual Social
Networks and Identity Crisis (with Emphasis on Identity Crisis in Iran)].
Quarterly of Social Studies and Research in Iran, 1(4), 155-176. doi:
10.22059/JISR.2013.36574

Mohseni, M. J. (2012). Jostari dar nazariy-e va rave$ tahlil-e gofteman-e Fairclough
[Discourse analysis with emphasis on critical discourse as a qualitative research
method]. Ma'rifat-i Farhangi Ejtemaii, 3(3), 63-86

Mostafavi, M. (2011). Jahani $odan va farhang ba negahi be asarat-e an bar javanan-
e Iran-e Eslami [Globalization and culture with a look at its effects on the youth
of Islamic Iran]. Cultrual Revolution, 53 & 54, 27-43

Rabbani, A., Rabbani, R., & Hasani, M. R. (2009). Rasaneha-ye jam'i va hoviyat-e
melli: Motale'e moredi-ye danes$juuyan danesgah-e Isfahan [Mass media and
national identity: a case study of Isfahan University students]. Communication
Research, 2(58), 65-93

Shahghasemi, E., Prosser, M. (2019). The Middle East: Social Media Revolution in
Public and Private Communication. International Conference on Future of Social
Sciences and Humanities, Warsaw. doi:10.33422/fshconf.2019.06.345

Strauss, A., & Corbin, J. M. (1998). Mabani-ye paZouhes keyfi: fonoun va marahel-e
towlid-e nazariye-ye zamine’i [Basics of qualitative research: grounded theory
procedures and techniques] ( E. Afshar Trans,; 2™ Ed). Tehran, Iran: Nasr-e
Ney. (Original work published 1990)

Strinati, D. (1995). Moqadame’i bar nazariehha-ye farhang-e 'ame [An introduction
to theories of popular culture] (S. Pak Nazar, Trans,; 2™ Ed). Tehran, Iran:
Farvardin Library. (Original work published 1995)

Tavana, M. A,. Hashemi Asl, A. (2015). Tasir-e faza-ye majazi bar sargastegi
(bohran) hoviati va farhangi [The Impact of Cyberspace on Cultural and
Identity Crisis]. Political Research, 9, 8-30

Tavassoli, Gh., & Ghasemi, Y. (2004). Hoviyatha-ye jam'i va jahani $odan.
[Collective identities and globalization]. Journal of Social Sciences Letter, 24, 1-
26

Iranian Cultural Research

11

Abstract


https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=1192509&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=1192509&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://jisr.ut.ac.ir/?_action=article&au=200079&_au=%D9%85%D8%B9%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%8C%20%D8%AB%D8%B1%DB%8C%D8%A7&lang=fa&lang=en
https://jisr.ut.ac.ir/?_action=article&au=200079&_au=%D9%85%D8%B9%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%8C%20%D8%AB%D8%B1%DB%8C%D8%A7&lang=fa&lang=en
https://jisr.ut.ac.ir/?_action=article&au=200079&_au=%D9%85%D8%B9%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%8C%20%D8%AB%D8%B1%DB%8C%D8%A7&lang=fa&lang=en
https://jisr.ut.ac.ir/?_action=article&au=200079&_au=%D9%85%D8%B9%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%8C%20%D8%AB%D8%B1%DB%8C%D8%A7&lang=fa&lang=en
https://jisr.ut.ac.ir/?_action=article&au=200079&_au=%D9%85%D8%B9%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%8C%20%D8%AB%D8%B1%DB%8C%D8%A7&lang=fa&lang=en
http://ensani.ir/fa/article/322433/%D8%AC%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D9%86%D8%B8%D8%B1%DB%8C%D9%87-%D9%88-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B4-%D8%AA%D8%AD%D9%84%DB%8C%D9%84-%DA%AF%D9%81%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%81%D8%B1%DA%A9%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%81
http://ensani.ir/fa/article/322433/%D8%AC%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D9%86%D8%B8%D8%B1%DB%8C%D9%87-%D9%88-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B4-%D8%AA%D8%AD%D9%84%DB%8C%D9%84-%DA%AF%D9%81%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%81%D8%B1%DA%A9%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%81
http://ensani.ir/fa/article/322433/%D8%AC%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D9%86%D8%B8%D8%B1%DB%8C%D9%87-%D9%88-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B4-%D8%AA%D8%AD%D9%84%DB%8C%D9%84-%DA%AF%D9%81%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%81%D8%B1%DA%A9%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%81
http://ensani.ir/fa/article/245665/%D8%AC%D9%87%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%D8%B4%D8%AF%D9%86-%D9%88-%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%87%D9%86%DA%AF-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D9%86%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%AB%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A2%D9%86-%D8%A8%D8%B1-%D8%AC%D9%88%D8%A7%25
http://ensani.ir/fa/article/245665/%D8%AC%D9%87%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%D8%B4%D8%AF%D9%86-%D9%88-%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%87%D9%86%DA%AF-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D9%86%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%AB%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A2%D9%86-%D8%A8%D8%B1-%D8%AC%D9%88%D8%A7%25
http://ensani.ir/fa/article/245665/%D8%AC%D9%87%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%D8%B4%D8%AF%D9%86-%D9%88-%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%87%D9%86%DA%AF-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D9%86%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%AB%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A2%D9%86-%D8%A8%D8%B1-%D8%AC%D9%88%D8%A7%25
https://www.noormags.ir/view/fa/articlepage/1018030/%d8%b1%d8%b3%d8%a7%d9%86%d9%87-%d9%87%d8%a7%db%8c-%d8%ac%d9%85%d8%b9%db%8c-%d9%88-%d9%87%d9%88%db%8c%d8%aa-%d9%85%d9%84%db%8c-%d9%85%d8%b7%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b9%d9%87-%d9%85%d9%88%d8%b1%d8%af%db%8c-%d8%af%d8%25
https://www.noormags.ir/view/fa/articlepage/1018030/%d8%b1%d8%b3%d8%a7%d9%86%d9%87-%d9%87%d8%a7%db%8c-%d8%ac%d9%85%d8%b9%db%8c-%d9%88-%d9%87%d9%88%db%8c%d8%aa-%d9%85%d9%84%db%8c-%d9%85%d8%b7%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b9%d9%87-%d9%85%d9%88%d8%b1%d8%af%db%8c-%d8%af%d8%25
https://www.noormags.ir/view/fa/articlepage/1018030/%d8%b1%d8%b3%d8%a7%d9%86%d9%87-%d9%87%d8%a7%db%8c-%d8%ac%d9%85%d8%b9%db%8c-%d9%88-%d9%87%d9%88%db%8c%d8%aa-%d9%85%d9%84%db%8c-%d9%85%d8%b7%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b9%d9%87-%d9%85%d9%88%d8%b1%d8%af%db%8c-%d8%af%d8%25
https://www.noormags.ir/view/fa/articlepage/1018030/%d8%b1%d8%b3%d8%a7%d9%86%d9%87-%d9%87%d8%a7%db%8c-%d8%ac%d9%85%d8%b9%db%8c-%d9%88-%d9%87%d9%88%db%8c%d8%aa-%d9%85%d9%84%db%8c-%d9%85%d8%b7%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b9%d9%87-%d9%85%d9%88%d8%b1%d8%af%db%8c-%d8%af%d8%25
https://www.noormags.ir/view/fa/articlepage/1018030/%d8%b1%d8%b3%d8%a7%d9%86%d9%87-%d9%87%d8%a7%db%8c-%d8%ac%d9%85%d8%b9%db%8c-%d9%88-%d9%87%d9%88%db%8c%d8%aa-%d9%85%d9%84%db%8c-%d9%85%d8%b7%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b9%d9%87-%d9%85%d9%88%d8%b1%d8%af%db%8c-%d8%af%d8%25
https://www.dpublication.com/abstract-of-fshconf/24-223-fshconf/
https://www.dpublication.com/abstract-of-fshconf/24-223-fshconf/
https://www.dpublication.com/abstract-of-fshconf/24-223-fshconf/
https://www.dpublication.com/abstract-of-fshconf/24-223-fshconf/
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=2228215&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=2228215&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=2228215&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=2228215&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=2228215&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=3275398&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=3275398&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=3275398&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://prj.ui.ac.ir/article_20456.html?lang=en
https://prj.ui.ac.ir/article_20456.html?lang=en
https://prj.ui.ac.ir/article_20456.html?lang=en
https://jnoe.ut.ac.ir/article_10551.html?lang=en
https://jnoe.ut.ac.ir/article_10551.html?lang=en
https://jnoe.ut.ac.ir/article_10551.html?lang=en

Iranian Cultural Research

10

Vol. 17
Issue 4
Winter 2025

Castells, M. (1997). Asr-e etteld'at: qodrat-e hoviat [The Power of Identity, the
Information Age: Economy, Society and Culture vol. 1I] ( H. Chavoshian Trans.;
274 Ed). Tehran, Iran: Tarh-e no.

Castells, M. (1997). the Power of Identity, The Information Age: Economy, Society
and Culture. Vol. II. Oxford, Uk: Blackwell.

Fairclough, N. (1995). Media Discourse. London, Uk: Edward Arnold.

Fairclough, N. (2000). Tahlil-e enteqadi-ye gofteman [Critical Discourse Analysis] (
F. Shayesteh Piran, & others Trans.). Tehran, Iran: Markaz-e Motale'at va
Tahgiqat-e Resane-ha (Original work published 1995)

Fakhar, J., Dehshiri, M., Motallebi, M., & Kamalizadeh, M. (2021). Jahani $odan va
tasir-e an bar hoviat-e melli dar Jomhuri-ye Eslami-ye Iran: barresi-ye
peymaye$i az manzar-e dane$jouyan-e goruh-e olum-e ensani va fanni va
mohandesi-ye danesgah-e azad-e Eslami vahed-e Tehran Jonoub [Globalization
and its impact on national identity in the Islamic Republic of Iran, a survey from
the perspective of students of the Department of Humanities, Technical and
Engineering Sciences, Islamic Azad University, Tehran South Branch].
Quarterly of New Attitudes in Human Geography, 3(13), 548-568.

Golzari, Z. (2022). Raves-e nazariy-e dade bonyad; rahnama-ye amali-ye paZouhe$
[Grounded Theory; A practical guide to research]. Shahre-e Kord, Iran: Jahad-e
Danesgahi.

Hajiani, I. (2000). Tahlil-e jame'esenaxti-ye hoviyat-e melli dar Iran va tarh-e ¢and
farziyeh [Issues regarding the National Identity: The semantics of national
identity]. National Studies Journal, 2(5), 193-228.

Hall, S (2017). Ma'na, farhang va zendegi-ye ejtema’i [Representation Cultural
Representations and Signifying Practices] (A. Golmohammadi, Trans.; 2™ ed.).
Tehran, Iran: Ney. (Original work published 1997)

Hall, S. (1997). Representation: cultural representations and signifying practices.
California, USA: Sage in association with the Open University.

Jenkins, R. (2008). Social Identity ( 3" ed), London: Routledge. (Original work
published 1996)

Jenkins, R. (2018). Hoviyat-e ejtema’i [Social Identity] ( A. Ahmadi, Trans.; 3¢ Ed).
Tehran, Iran: Nasr-e elm. (Original work published 1996)

Kalantari, S., Abbaszadeh, M., Saadati, M., Pourmohammad, R., &
Mohammadpour, N. (2009). Tahlil-e gofteman ba takid bar gofteman-e
enteqadi be onvan-e raves-e tahqiq-e keyfi [Discourse analysis: with the
emphasis on critical discourse as a method of qualitative research]. The Journal
of Sociology Studies, 1(4), 7-28


https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=630437&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=630437&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=630437&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://blackwells.co.uk/bookshop/product/The-Power-of-Identity-by-Manuel-Castells/9781405196871
https://blackwells.co.uk/bookshop/product/The-Power-of-Identity-by-Manuel-Castells/9781405196871
https://blackwells.co.uk/bookshop/product/The-Power-of-Identity-by-Manuel-Castells/9781405196871
https://blackwells.co.uk/bookshop/product/The-Power-of-Identity-by-Manuel-Castells/9781405196871
https://books.google.com/books/about/Media_Discourse.html?id=nylHkgEACAAJ
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=610516&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=610516&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=610516&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://sanad.iau.ir/en/Journal/geography/Article/858777
https://sanad.iau.ir/en/Journal/geography/Article/858777
https://sanad.iau.ir/en/Journal/geography/Article/858777
https://sanad.iau.ir/en/Journal/geography/Article/858777
https://sanad.iau.ir/en/Journal/geography/Article/858777
https://sanad.iau.ir/en/Journal/geography/Article/858777
https://sanad.iau.ir/en/Journal/geography/Article/858777
https://sanad.iau.ir/en/Journal/geography/Article/858777
https://sanad.iau.ir/en/Journal/geography/Article/858777
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=8779316&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=8779316&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=8779316&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://www.rjnsq.ir/article_111026.html?lang=en
https://www.rjnsq.ir/article_111026.html?lang=en
https://www.rjnsq.ir/article_111026.html?lang=en
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=2884892&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=2884892&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=2884892&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://uk.sagepub.com/en-gb/eur/representation/book234567
https://uk.sagepub.com/en-gb/eur/representation/book234567
https://www.routledge.com/Social-Identity/Jenkins/p/book/9780415706926?srsltid=AfmBOormHviy215fqtx-gGsfhN0aK8pGRhpG6G1phjZ9LSXDmsgNGCdW
https://www.routledge.com/Social-Identity/Jenkins/p/book/9780415706926?srsltid=AfmBOormHviy215fqtx-gGsfhN0aK8pGRhpG6G1phjZ9LSXDmsgNGCdW
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=4888144&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=4888144&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://www.sid.ir/paper/222571/en
https://www.sid.ir/paper/222571/en
https://www.sid.ir/paper/222571/en
https://www.sid.ir/paper/222571/en
https://www.sid.ir/paper/222571/en
https://www.sid.ir/paper/222571/en

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Abbasi Ghadi, M., & Khalil Kashani, M. (2013). Ta’sir-e internet bar hoviyat-e melli
[The impact of the Internet on national identity], Tehran, Iran: Stategic Studies
Quarterly. (Original work published 2010)

Abbaszadeh Marzbali, M. (2020). tasir-e farayand-e jahani $odan va faza-ye majazi
bar hoviat-e melli va elzamat-e piSeruye dowlatha [The Impact of Globalization
and Cyberspace on National Identity and the Obligation of Governments].
Knowledge of political interpretation, 2(5), 21-52

Aghagolzadeh, F., & Ghiasian, M. S. (2007). Ruykardha-ye ghaleb dar tahlil
goftman-e enteqadi [Main approaches to critical discourse analysis]. Language
and Linguistics, 3(5), 39-54.

Ameli, S. R. (2003). Dojahani $odan-ha va jame'e-ye jahani-ye ezterab [Dual
globalization and global risk society]. Journal of Social Sciences Letter, 21, 143-174

Ameli, S. R. (2016). Motale'ate jahani $odan: do fazaei Sodan-ha va do jahani Sodan-
ha [Globalization studies: dual spacization & dual globalization], Tehran, Iran:
Samt. (Original work published 2011)

Ameli, S. R. (2017). Dual Spacization of Cultures: Problematization of Cyberspace
and Cultural Matters. Journal of Cyberspace Studies, 1, 1-18. doi:
10.22059/jpolicy.2017.59867

Ameli, S. R., & Karimi, T. (2017), Nahve-ye baznamayi-ye $axsiyatha-ye seryal-e
Setaye$ mabtani bar gofteman-e towhidi [Manner of Representing Characters in
Setayesh TV serial Based on Monotheistic Discourse]. Religion &
Communication, 1(51), 105-143. doi: 10.30497/RC.2017.2005

Ashraf, A. (2008). Hoviyat-e Irani be se revayat [Iranian identity in three
narratives]. Bukhara Mag, 66, 109-127

Ashraf, A. (2016). Hoviat-e Irani: az dowran-e bastan ta payan-e Pahlavi va do magqale
az Gerardo Gnoli va Shapour Shahbazi [Iranian identity: from ancient times to the
end of Pahlavi and two essays by Gerardo Gnoli and Shapour Shahbazi] ( H.
Ahmadi Trans,; 5% Ed). Tehran. Iran: Nasr-e Ney. (Original work published 2010)

Baibordi, E., & Karimian, A. (2015). Jahani $odan-e farhang va ta’sir-e an bar
hoviyat-e melli-ye Iran [The Globalization of Culture and Its Effect on Iranian
National Identity]. International Relation Studies, 7(28), 77-102

Berger, A, A. (2020). Ravesha-ye pzuhe$ dar resaneha va ertebatat [Media and
communication research methods: An introduction to qualitative and
quantitative approaches] (E. Shahghasemi, & M.R. Nirou, Trans; 5% Ed).
Tehran, Iran: Jahad-e Dane$gahi. (Original work published 2002)

Iranian Cultural Research

9

Abstract


https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=1862413&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=1862413&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=1862413&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://polir.ir/dp-9-131-%D8%AA%D8%A3%D8%AB%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D9%81%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%8C%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D9%87%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C%E2%80%8C%D8%B4%D8%AF%D9%86-%D9%88-%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B2%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D8%B1-%D9%87.html
https://polir.ir/dp-9-131-%D8%AA%D8%A3%D8%AB%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D9%81%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%8C%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D9%87%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C%E2%80%8C%D8%B4%D8%AF%D9%86-%D9%88-%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B2%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D8%B1-%D9%87.html
https://polir.ir/dp-9-131-%D8%AA%D8%A3%D8%AB%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D9%81%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%8C%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D9%87%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C%E2%80%8C%D8%B4%D8%AF%D9%86-%D9%88-%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B2%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D8%B1-%D9%87.html
https://polir.ir/dp-9-131-%D8%AA%D8%A3%D8%AB%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D9%81%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%8C%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D9%87%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C%E2%80%8C%D8%B4%D8%AF%D9%86-%D9%88-%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B2%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D8%B1-%D9%87.html
https://polir.ir/dp-9-131-%D8%AA%D8%A3%D8%AB%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D9%81%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%8C%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D9%87%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C%E2%80%8C%D8%B4%D8%AF%D9%86-%D9%88-%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B2%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D8%B1-%D9%87.html
https://lsi-linguistics.ihcs.ac.ir/article_1603.html?lang=en
https://lsi-linguistics.ihcs.ac.ir/article_1603.html?lang=en
https://lsi-linguistics.ihcs.ac.ir/article_1603.html?lang=en
https://lsi-linguistics.ihcs.ac.ir/article_1603.html?lang=en
https://jnoe.ut.ac.ir/article_10498.html?lang=en
https://jnoe.ut.ac.ir/article_10498.html?lang=en
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=6066000&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=6066000&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=6066000&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=6066000&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://jcss.ut.ac.ir/article_59867.html
https://jcss.ut.ac.ir/article_59867.html
https://rc.isu.ac.ir/article_2005.html?lang=en
https://rc.isu.ac.ir/article_2005.html?lang=en
https://rc.isu.ac.ir/article_2005.html?lang=en
https://rc.isu.ac.ir/article_2005.html?lang=en
https://bukharamag.com/1387.07.2865.html
https://bukharamag.com/1387.07.2865.html
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=4150404&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=4150404&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=4150404&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=4150404&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=4150404&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_
https://sanad.iau.ir/Journal/prb/Article/1066477
https://sanad.iau.ir/Journal/prb/Article/1066477
https://sanad.iau.ir/Journal/prb/Article/1066477
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/5933226
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/5933226
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/5933226
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/5933226

Iranian Cultural Research

8

Vol. 17
Issue 4
Winter 2025

teachings of Islam, in particular Shiism. Considering the three types of identities
proposed by Castells, this discourse can be understood both as a resistance identity
and as a kind of legitimizing identity that reinforces the ruling norms of society.
Another group of users promote a Iranian national identity discourse that does not
include religious elements. This approach can also be classified as a resistance
identity, and its proponents emphasize components such as ancient Iran in seeking
to present their identity as the only Iranian national identity.

Despite the expansion of virtual spaces to the point that they now envelop the
real world; neither global identity nor Iranian-Islamic one were seen in the
Instagram posts. Instead, we witness a confrontation between the two identities.
However, many interviewees considered their national identity to be Iranian-
Islamic, and the common national identity discourse among people at the societal
level was the same Iranian-Islamic. This discourse was not reflected in the selected
Instagram posts. Since virtual spaces now overshadow contemporary life, a balanced
and moderate discourse in virtual space is needed in order to lessen the one-
dimensional confrontation between the two discourses of Islamic and Iranian
identity. National unity, social cohesion and the integration of different layers of
society will take place when all sources of identity are strengthened and effective. In
fact, the two discourses of Iranian and Islamic are not necessarily in conflict with
each other, as each emphasizes a part of Iran’s history, and each focuses on Iran’s
social and civilization resources. Efforts to combine Iranian and Islamic identity as
much as possible in the virtual space will facilitate the presentation of Iranian-
Islamic culture and civilization.

NOVELTY

The objectives of this research are consistent with its combination of qualitative
methods. This research sought to evaluate the impact of dual spacization on the
representation of national identity using selected Instagram posts. The findings of
this research can be used to study the effects of virtual space on any of the
components of national identity. Further, the scope of the research could be
widened and applied to shape strategic planning to strengthen cultural, social and
even political components of national identity.
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national identity through written, visual or audio content were selected and
analyzed using Fairclough’s method of critical discourse analysis. In order to
respond to the two sub-questions of identifying the components of Iranian users’
national identity and offering a model for the promotion of national identity,
grounded theory methodology was employed. Data was collected via interview, and
theoretical saturation was reached after 18 interviews.

FINDINGS

While not all posts necessarily showed Iran or Iranian identity directly, the first part
of the analysis identified 53 Instagram posts that referred to these concepts using
written, visual or audio content. By adopting Fairclough’s method of critical
discourse analysis, we were able to identify components of users’ representations of
national identity. From an examination of these components, two identity
discourses were identified in the selected posts: Iranian national identity and
Islamic national identity. Other identity discourses, such as Iranian-Islamic and
global were not seen.

In the next part of the research, interview data were gathered, and 64 relevant
concepts of relevance of national identity were identified through a process of open
coding. In the process of axial coding according to shared concepts, these concepts
were categorized into 17 groups. In selecting codes, we considered the causal,
context and intervening structural conditions, the actions and interactional
strategies used to manage them, and the consequences of these actions and
interactions. Context causes and conditions are the reasons and foundations upon
which national identity is formed, and intervening structural conditions can either
facilitate or limit the promotion and development of national identity. Interviewees
pointed to the strategic policies of the political system, both as legislator and
executive, and the use of the facilities and power of small and large institutions in
advancing national identity. The appropriate and optimal use of technological
capacities and virtual space, given their significant influence on contemporary life,
will be among the most effective measures.

CONCLUSION

Two discourses of Islamic and Iranian identity were identified from the
representations and concepts of national identity on the selected Instagram posts. In
order to strengthen its revolutionary and Islamic identity, Iran has tried to bolster
religious and revolutionary concepts in the political, social, cultural and economic
spheres. As a result, a large group of people in society — and in turn, in virtual spaces
- have adopted the religious and revolutionary discourse that is officially
disseminated via media, promotions and public education. According to this
discourse, which belongs to the revolutionary stream of the country and is
consistent with the views of the Islamic system, national identity is derived from the
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INTRODUCTION

The effects of the information revolution and the expansion of technologies in the
contemporary period have shaped a world that is rapidly and continuously
producing and reproducing old and new concepts and content. Most concepts and
meanings in the economic, political, cultural and societal spheres have changed.
Following increasing advances in technology and information, we have witnessed
the emergence of the Internet and virtual space; this new space, with vastly different
characteristics from the space where we lived before, is known as virtual space or
the “second space” (Ameli, 2015, 20). The second space enjoys the most powerful
means of producing and publishing content, via virtual social networks. Virtual
social networks allow people to interact, exchange views and seek whatever
information they desire. This sharing of everyday life, experiences and ideas can
produce new concepts, especially cultural and social ones.

One of these concepts is the concept of identity, the first and foremost question
facing every individual, and each person must find sources of identity to answer it.
Among various forms of individual and social identities, national identity has the
highest level that humans acquire in the process of socialization and identification.
National identity, by fostering a sense of shared culture, history, geography, politics,
religion, language and perceptions, leads the people to feel that they are members of
a group, and to develop loyalty to and willingness to sacrifice for that group
(Fakhar, Dehshiri, Motallebi, & Kamalizadeh, 1400; Tavassoli, 2013). Through
national identity, a person becomes committed to a collective “we” that is distinct
from “others” (Hajiani, 1379, 197).

Considering the importance of the national identity concept and its role and
function in human societies, it was decided to conduct research into how this
concept is represented in the virtual space in the age of dual spacization. The study
focuses on the virtual social network Instagram, a platform that has grown
significantly in recent years and has millions of Iranian users.

PURPOSE

The present study is conducted with the aim of investigating how national identity
is represented in the virtual space of Instagram. The sub-questions of the work are
to identify the components of users’ national identity, and provide a model for the
promotion and development of national identity.

METHODOLOGY

This research is based on a combination of two qualitative methods, critical
discourse analysis and grounded theory. In order to investigate how users represent
national identity in virtual space, 20 active public accounts with more than 10,000
followers and finally 50 posts were selected. Posts discussing the topic of Iran and



Journal of Iranian Cultural Research, 17(4), 5-30, Winter 2025

' Ameli, S.R., Nazemi, S., & Sabbar, Sh. (2025). The appearance of everyday life events in

W photographs from the Qajar era. Journal of Iranian Cultural Research, 17(4), 5-30. doi:
S

- 10.22035/jicr.2024.3367.3632

d ) https:/doi.org/10.22035/jicr.2024.3367.3632 URL: https://www.jicr.ir/article_532.html
2008-1847 / © The Authors. This is an open access article under the CC BY 4.0 license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0).

Research Paper

The dual-spacization and representation of national
identity on Instagram

Saeid Reza Ameli'*, Sara Nazemi’, Shaho Sabbar®

Received: Sep. 14,2024;  Accepted: Aug. 18,2024

ABSTRACT

The communication and information revolution has created a new space of human
existence that lies outside the old concept of time and space i.e. free of borders and is
rapidly changing our world. The second space, that is, virtual is constantly developing and
expanding, conceptualizing, producing and disseminating content, and intertwining itself
with the natural world. This article combines the dual spacization and representation
theories to identify how national identity, as the highest and most significant, is
represented in the virtual space. By adopting the critical discourse analysis method
alongside grounded theory, our examination of Instagram posts identifies a confrontation
between Iranian and Islamic identities and a need for greater convergence and interaction
between these two identities to achieve a moderate, balanced identity that fosters national
cohesion and harmony. Targeted strategies and policies pursued by political and other
relevant institutions, in particular micro and macro planning of the use of virtual space,
will bring Iranian and Islamic identities closer together, offering an Iranian-Islamic
identity that more effectively represents Iran's culture and civilization.
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