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3. thematic analysis

4. combination or mixed purposeful sampling
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1. Confirmability
2. Transferability, Acceptability & Usefulness
3. Dependability
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traditional culture can be viewed as an important resource and should be
incorporated into discussions of sustainable community development. However, as
Agrawal (1995) and Briggs (2008) argue, traditional/ indigenous knowledge is often
place specific and is therefore not easily transferable over geographical space. It is
also important to recognize that traditional culture can be a distinctive asset of
perhaps one or more small communities and it could be both difficult and
inappropriate to generalize across a range of rural settings.

NOVELTY

The practical applications of this research include: contribute for planning of rural
development and the social applications of this research includes: contribute for
planning of cultural Development.
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METHODOLOGY

The research method was analytical -explanative survey type. It can be said that
studied population in this study consists of all villagers living in rural areas of
Ardabil County in 2019 (N= 74536), among which 358 persons were selected as
statistical sample using Cochran formula. Sample size was determined based on the
Cochran’s formula and the required data were collected through questionnaires.
Content validity of the questionnaire was confirmed by professors and experts and
its reliability was determined based on Cronbach's alpha (0.78-0.79). The data were
analyzed using SPSS 21 software. Pearson correlation test and regression were used.

RESULT

Results showed that there is a positive and significant correlation with coefficient of
0.63 between cultural traits variable and sustainable livelihoods in rural areas. Also,
the beta coefficient showed that 0.63 percent of cultural trends predict the changes
in the sustainable livelihoods of villagers. At the end of the research, according to
the results analysis, practical suggestions were made.

DISCUSSION

This paper has sought to demonstrate how traditional culture can play an important
role in achieving community sustainability. We do not advocate an over-
dependence on the traditional context, but recognizes the value of incorporating
cultural factors into SL development processes, so that they are more in harmony
with traditional values and local aspirations, while prioritizing local needs and
resource capacities. The SL approach is a valuable tool for appreciating both
tangible and intangible aspects of community livelihoods, but there is a need for
greater understanding and more emphasis on cultural capital that conceptualizes
culture as an asset which can significantly strengthen sustainability.

CONCLUSION

The acceptance of traditional culture as a vital part in community sustainability and
overall development processes represents a shift from a preoccupation with
centralized, technically oriented development solutions of the past that failed to
improve livelihoods for many rural communities.

This shift can only be achieved when the significance of traditional culture has
been recognized and incorporated into development strategies. Rural livelihoods
and communities are sustainable when they can show resilience during stressful
conditions, and enhance capabilities and assets, while providing livelihood
opportunities for successive generations. Culture and cultural capital are important,
but considerably neglected, aspects in ensuring SLs. Through exploring traditional
culture in relation to a specific rural-livelihood context, this paper has shown how
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INTRODUCTION

Individuals and communities have their own values, meanings, customs and
knowledge systems that affirm identity and diversity and play a key role in
sustaining livelihoods. However, such features have been frequently ignored in
development planning. Too frequently, development practitioners have perceived
cultural norms and traditions as being quite separate from and unaffected by
development values, suggesting that cultural diversity has no ‘economic importance’
(Throsby, 2001). This kind of development has affected the lives of many
communities whose hopes and imaginations are inseparable from the production
and reproduction of meanings, symbols, customs and knowledge (North and
Cameron, 2000; Radcliffe, 2006).

One of the most significant post-modern insights is that tradition or ‘pastness’
(Appadurai, 1981) is a valuable renewable resource. For many rural researchers, the
espousal of social constructionism represents a cultural turn that has deflected rural
studies away from its fundamental core of concern for socio-economic change in
rural space (Cloke, 2006).

In focusing on culture and development, this paper supports the livelihood
perspective as a pragmatic approach under which cultural knowledge and traditions
can be explicitly treated as resources in the context of achieving sustainable
community development. The paper demonstrates the extent to which these
cultural complexities and rural lives are interconnected in terms of both livelihood
choices and opportunities and in building up various livelihood assets in the shape
of human, social, natural, financial and physical capital. The livelihood perspective
facilitates a better understanding of how and where culture becomes central in
development interventions and how culture is conceptualized and incorporated into
the process of community development. As a result, it is suggested, development
interventions can be more effective and beneficial to those people whose lives are
being changed, the role of cultural values and attitudes as obstacles to or facilitators
of progress has been largely ignored by governments and aid agencies. Integrating
values and attitude change into development policies, planning and programming is
a promising way to ensure that in the next fifty years, the world does not relive the
poverty and injustice that most poorer countries, and underachieving ethnic
groups, have been mired in during the past half century (Huntington, 2000, 5).

PURPOSE

The purpose of this study is to investigate the role of cultural traditions in
sustainable rural livelihoods.
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The method of this research is descriptive-analytic and the data of this research have been
collected through a library and field study (questionnaire). The statistical population of
the study is the rural population of Ardabil city with a population of 74536 people. To
calculate the sample size of this society, Cochran formula was used and the family size
criterion was used to determine the sample size of the villages and the sample size was
estimated to be 358. The face validity of the questionnaire was confirmed by the professors
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the reliability of questions in the cultural traditions section was 0.79 and in the sustainable
livelihoods section of 0.78, which can be said that the questions presented have an
acceptable reliability coefficient. The data were analyzed using SPSS 21 software. Pearson
correlation test and regression were used. Results showed that there is a positive and
significant correlation with coefficient of 0.63 between cultural traits variable and
sustainable livelihoods in rural areas. Also, the beta coefficient showed that 0.63 percent of

cultural trends predict the changes in the sustainable livelihoods of villagers.
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NOVELTY

In the search for vowel research, there has been no sociological definition of the
vowel phenomenon exploring the obstacle to participation and responsibility in
religious communal rituals.
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METHODOLOGY

In this study, we had to choose a flexible method that would enable us, in addition
to measuring the actors' awareness of the vow In examining the vetting process and
the barriers to participation and stakeholder accountability in participatory
financial ventures, induction and wherever necessary were used. Accordingly, a
thematic analysis method whose main characteristic is flexibility (Brown & Clark,
2006) was chosen. Using a qualitative approach, Thematic analysis method and
semi-structured and narrative interviews. data were collected from 18 participants
in Holy Mashhad.

RESULT

Findings show that participants are divided into conscious and semi-conscious
groups in terms of interpreting vow meaning. By comparing the action of the two
groups, it is clear that the type of action of the more rational conscious participants
was focused on the purpose or value, and they feel more responsible and their
financial vows are social and participatory.

DISCUSSION

We are now living in a period where our country is facing many socio-economic
issues such as poverty and unemployment. Population growth, irregular migrations,
the spread of suburbs, working children, and more, especially in large cities such as
Mashhad, have put actors in a more difficult position to meet their various needs. In
such a situation, actors are more likely to prefer individual interests to collective
interests. As such, we will face a vicious circle of unresolved issues that will
ultimately put the social environment at great risk. Vow is also no exception, and if
vows, and especially financial vows, are oriented towards participation in the public
good, such as poverty alleviation, they will also have a collective benefit.

CONCLUSION

The findings suggest that in the process of socialization, individuals are exposed to a
variety of vow-based value systems by being in the family environment and then
larger social groups. But they internalize only those values that touch and reward
them through action or rituals. Therefore, non-traditional methods of transmission
are passed down from generation to generation and are used without revision or
rethinking.

Based on the results, the barriers to accountability and social participation of
actors are presented in two figures:
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INTRODUCTION

Vow means that one commits oneself to God in order to do something good or to
do something bad. The vow has existed for a long time and in every age, it has been
manifested in various forms and methods and together with its symbolic meanings,
it induces special intentions and patterns of action (Khomeini, Volume II, 2008,
124; Sadeghi et al., 2012, 18, 19). Vowing in our society is a repetitive action in all
walks of life that involves spending a lot of money (Lotfi Qahrmanloo et al., 2012, 5;
Sadeghi et al,, 2012, 21, 22, 23). The first subject to be addressed in this article is that
financial vows, despite their positive motivations, are now largely individual,
without collective programs, with a small and scattered social scope. This can lead
to a scattered and low-impact distribution of vow financial resources. As a result,
one of the most important functions of financial vows, which is a kind of charity,
namely redistribution of wealth in society and the fight against poverty, has been
significantly reduced in practice.

Another subject with votive offerings is social responsibility. In other words, the
level of imagination and attitude of activists regarding the orientation of vows based
on social responsibilities such as poverty alleviation, protection of vulnerable
groups, etc. have also been examined and in the absence of this type of
responsibility, the barriers to it will be studied from the perspective of the
participants. Social responsibility, on the other hand, is directly related to teamwork
and participatory activities. Therefore, if the individual vows of the activists become
group vows, which pursue a specific goal or objectives, such as building a workshop
for employment, both the positive functions of the vow will be increased and we will
face increasing participatory activities for public good and sustainable development.
so, participants' perspectives on participation in group financial vows and its
barriers are also explored.

PURPOSE

Attracting funds and directing and managing them is one of the most important
factors affecting development. There is a pressing need for domestic and foreign
investment in various economic, social and cultural sectors. The lack of foreign
investment has made the importance of attracting all domestic capital available for
investment based on development prospects. As a result, the high volume of
economic resources used in financial ventures cannot be ignored: 1. The main
purpose is to find barriers that lead to a lack of social responsibility and the social
participation of some of those who are not; 2. Examine the vow process in order to
discover the value system or systems that actors direct their vow action on; 3. Find
the types of actions we consider in Weber's theory of action, based on the methods
of the actors' actions and compare them with each other.
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CONCLUSION

Our current social environment, especially in metropolises such as Tehran, is full of
images. Consequently, our visuality is surrounded by various semantic networks
affecting our vision to the world and the process of socialization in/directly. The
duty of the researcher is to decode the meanings layered and the codes encoded at
the text and to reveal the relations between the signifiers which help us identity the
discursive orders. Each of discursive orders oppose each other to impose themselves
as the preferred and hegemonic discourse of the text.

In the case study which was a critical reading of a mural in Tehran's Vanak
square, we tried to employ a mixed method to be thorough covering both micro and
macro details and be suitable for the analysis of urban visual texts. In relation to the
mural which was a simple beautiful wall-painting at first look, results disclosed
layers of meaning encoded at the text and the opposing discourses struggling with
each other over gaining the dominance and hegemony.

NOVELTY

Reviewing the relevant literature reveals an abundance of theoretical discussions on
visual culture, and a deficit in the analytical methodology of visual culture. The
innovation of this paper is to introduce a mixed method to be thorough covering
both micro and macro details and be suitable for the analysis of urban visual texts. It
uses semiotics for finding micro details and for discovering macro details, it
employs discourse analysis.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Results show that the production of meaning is done in layered way and in three
levels of representational, modal, and compositional as O'Toole's semiotic model.
At the first level, we see two men, located in the focal position of the painting,
leaving an urban zone behind and walking toward a green natural region while
carrying two kids on their shoulders. Besides that, there is a woman, located in the
marginal position of the painting, bending down from an apartment's window,
while shaking a piece of cleaning cloth and looking toward the men. At the second
level, at the modal layer, we notice the agenda-setting of natural elements and the
male characters that leads to the absorbance of audience's attention and involving
him/her into the messages and meanings encoded in the painting such as the beauty
and cleanliness of the nature, the health and calmness resulted from being in
contact with nature, and preference of the higher social position of men in contrast
to women. Having analyzed the third level, some critical points have been revealed
including the conduction of viewers' eyes toward the nature, agenda-setting of the
opposition between urban constructions and natural elements, introduction urban
constructions as a threat to the nature, preference of nature/ natural elements over
the urban elements, giving the central position of the text to the nature/ natural
elements, making nature/ natural elements peaceful and pleasing to audience,
reproduction of traditional social roles for men and women with masculinist
approach, and invitation of the audience to return to nature.

Regarding identification of the discourses available at the text, results show that
some recognized signifiers such as nature, city, man, and woman play the role of
nodal points to create the binary opposition discourses of Environmental Protection
vs. Urban Sprawl and Masculism vs. Feminism. In order to be able to talk about the
way discourses try to construct our identity, we need to recognize the dominant
ones because of their preferred position and having the advantage of taking
audience's attention. Here, semiotic findings indicate that the discourses of
Environmental Protection and Masculism have dominance over the other ones. The
dominant discourses try to impose their meanings and messages to the audience's
minds as the preferred ones. In this way, the discourse of Environmental Protection
attempts to have influence in two ways, including making the sensitivity in audience
concerning the protection of nature against its destroy and pollution and also
encouraging the urban immigrants return to their villages to reduce the population
of urban areas. By the same logic, the discourse of Masculism tries to conserve and
reproduce the patriarchal values and traditional social roles in the family and
society.



four units (picture, episode, figure, and organs) and three functions
(representational, modal, and compositional).

For Laclau and Mouffe (1985), discourse is not a combination of sentences, as
Foucault says, rather a series of signs. They believe that discourse is formed by the
partial fixation of meaning around certain nodal points; a nodal point is a key
privileged sign around which the other signs are ordered. Because a discourse is
always constituted in relation to an outside, it is always in danger of being
undermined by it, that is, its unity of meaning is in danger of being disrupted by
other ways of fixing the meaning of the signs. Therefore, discourses can be
understood as contingent, incomplete structures in the same undecidable terrain
that never quite become completely structured. Hence there is always room for
struggles and competitions over what the structure should look like, what
discourses should prevail, and how meaning should be ascribed to the individual
signs. For doing a discourse analysis based on Laclau and Mouffe's theoretical
concepts, we need to ask some questions as follow:

1) What are the key signifiers in organizing the discourses identified in the text?

2) How have chains of equivalence been employed in the text to establish
identities rationally?

3) How have identities of opposition been constructed in the text?

4) Are there struggling and competing discourses in the text? And how is
hegemony established?

As a case study and in order to have our mixed method being tested, we selected
a mural, an outstanding urban visual text. Our sample is located in Vanak square,
one of Tehran's well-known squares. The picture follows:

Picture 1. The picture of a Mural in Vanak square, Tehran, Iran
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INTRODUCTION

With a superficial and passing look at the surrounding environment at the streets
and highways of Tehran, we notice that the city is enclosed by images in different
types and formats. The images that are considered as text in communication science
view-point, try to take the passerby's attention by showing-off, and every one of
them has massages for their viewers in/directly. This point is not restricted to the
case of Tehran, as a mega-urban area, because there is a consensus of opinions
among most of the contemporary theoricians and thinkers of the culture and media
field, such as Baudrillard (1981), Debord (1988), Bryson (1988), Mirzoeff (1999),
Heywood and Sandywell (1999), Rose (2001), Howells (2003), and Rojek (2007);
they all have come to the conclusion that today societies have been affectively
surrounded by visual culture.

PURPOSE

By doing a case study, the present paper aims two goals, including discovering the
meanings and messages encoded in the sample visual text which is a mural painted
on an apartment's wall located at one of Tehran's famous and crowded squares
named Vanak, and secondly, to introduce a mixed method for the analysis of urban
visual texts. Reviewing the relevant literature reveals an abundance of theoretical
discussions on visual culture, and a deficit in the analytical methodology of visual
culture. For the paper, the latter is more important. Research questions consists of
three ones as follow: 1) What meanings are encoded in the visual text, and how they
are produced and encoded? 2) What discourses could be recognized and how they
construct our mind and identity? 3) How is the stance, situation and the position of
the recognized discourses regarding each other? And which one is distinguished as
the hegemonic one?

METHODOLOGY

Following Hall (1997) with his two methodological approaches, including semiotic
and discursive approaches, and in order to have a comprehensive analytical method,
the research method for analyzing urban visual culture texts will be a mixed one:
consisting of semiotics and discourse analysis. First, in order to know about the
description of meaning regime and meaning relations in the sample urban visual
text, which is a mural, we use O 'Toole's semiotic method suitable for the analysis of
paintings. Then, to discover the discourses supporting the meaning relations and
constructing the mind and identity in an urban visual text, we preferred to employ
Laclau & Mouffe's discourse theory. O'Toole (2011), affected by systemic-
functional linguist Michael Halliday, believes that in analyzing artistic works we can
talk about three meanings/functions: representational, modal, and compositional.
For analyzing painting works semiotically, he offers an analytical table consisting of
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Extended Abstract

This paper aims to introduce a mixed research method for the analysis, reading, and
interpretation of urban visual culture texts. To reach this goal, mural have been chosen
as the most outstanding urban visual text. In order to do a case study, one of the
outstanding wall-paintings located in Tehran's Vanak square, has been selected to be
analyzed by a mixed method. The analysis of the visual text has been done in two stages
including semiology and discourse analysis. For the first stage, we used O'Toole's
semiotic method suitable for analyzing urban murals, and for the second stage, we
employed Laclau and Mouffe's discourse theory. Findings of the case study for the
micro level showed that, key signifiers - as nodal points - of the text have been
recognized as nature, city, man, and woman and the relationship and interaction
between them have been distinguished in the form of binary oppositions such as nature
(village)/city and man/woman. At the macro level, the main competitive discourses
identified in the text, are Environmental Protection vs. Urban Sprawl and Masculism
vs. Feminism, that are lively and actively in an antagonistic situation using their key
signifiers. Finally, the dominant and hegemonic discourses through positive
representation of their key signifiers can be considered as Environmental Protection
and Masculism.
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CONCLUSION

The results suggested that, on the one hand, foreign mass media and online social
networks increased liquid love and had a negative impact on attitude towards
marriage; on the other hand, national mass media decreased liquid love and had a
positive effect on attitude towards marriage. Regarding this finding, one can point to
the different discourses and ideologies of these media in their programs. While
national media, including Iranian radio and television, observe the discourse of
family and marriage consolidation in almost all programs and produce films and
serials with such themes, foreign or Persian satellite TV broadcasts of such as Manoto
and Farsi Van, Jem TV, etc. propagate different discourses which is the discourse of
freedom in relationships and the weakening of family foundations. These two types
of discourse, derived from two different theologies and their corresponding
applications, can affect the concept of love and attitude towards marriage differently.
Among the two variables reinforcing liquid love, the use of online social networks
had a stronger negative correlation. These media are interactive and have some
implications for the concept of love and attitude to marriage. This finding is in line
with Bauman's theory (Bauman, 2000: 6), according to which, in such networked
relationships, people tend to have relationships that have features such as simplicity
in starting and ending, shallowness, obscurity and anonymity, the links are made
available upon request and can be broken as desired (Bauman, 2005: 11). These
interactive conditions can make the understanding of love more liquid and construct
a negative attitude towards marriage.

NOVELTY

Constructing a Likert scale of liquid love on base of Sigmund Bowman's concept and
validating it are among the innovations of this study. In this study, in addition to
testing the effect of independent variables on liquid love, it has been attempted to
investigate liquid love as a mediating variable in relation to attitude toward marriage.



RESULT

Table 1 showed that the mean variable of liquid love among students was 10.22
(Minimum: 55, Maximum: 158). The concept of love was largely liquid in only 7.8%
of students. On the other hand, the average attitude of students to marriage was 78.72
(Minimum: 35 Maximum: 10) and only 2.8% of students had a negative attitude to
marriage.

Table 1. Frequency and Percentage of Liquid Love and Attitude to Marriage among Respondents

Variable Classes F P M/Min/Max
Liquid love Low 68 18.90% M=102.22
average 263 73.10% Min= 55

high 28 7.80% Max= 158

Attitude towards marriage negative 10 2.80% M=78.72
moderate 226 62.80% Min= 35

positive 124 34.40% Max= 106

Table 2 showed that there was a significant correlation between online social
networks, national and foreign mass media with liquid love. Moreover, variables of
online social networks, national and foreign mass media and liquid love had a
significant relationship with attitudes toward marriage. The results of the structural
equation modeling analysis also showed that three variables of online social networks,
the amount of watching national mass media, and the amount of watching foreign
mass media, had the highest impact on the liquid love, respectively. Furthermore, the
three variables of national media watching, foreign media watching and liquid love
had a significant effect on attitudes towards marriage with correlation coefficients of
0.999, -0. 113 and -0.414, respectively.

Table 2: Results of correlation test between independent variables and dependent variables

Use of Attitudes
Use of online . Use of foreign ~ Liquid !
i national mass X towards
social networks K mass media love X
media marriage
Use of online social 1
networks
Use 9fnat10nal mass .00 ]
media
Use of forei
S¢ OLIOTEIBMASS 4 78 0.086 1
media
Liquid love “0.220 7.0.148 “0.120 1
titudes towards -0.118 0.145 0212 0456 1

marriage
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INTRODUCTION

Societies enjoy different and relatively stable values, attitudes and habits which are
not fixed and unchangeable. While traditional values and attitudes are prevalent
among older generations of society, younger generations have different values
(Inglehart, 2004). One of the important factors influencing the emergence and
continuity of these changes is the media technologies. The media can change the
intellectual, behavioral and emotional habits of the audience not only by their content
but also by their nature and structure. With the advent of social media and expansion
of human interactions in cyberspace, human emotions such as love have gained new
features in this emerging space. Along with historical developments in the concept
and function of love, today, it has become the foundation of marriage and family
formation in most societies. Some theorists such as Ulrich Beck and Beck-Gernsheim
(1995), consider all family transformations, i.e. marriage and divorce, the result of
love among men and women. Man marries for the sake of love and go for separation
because of love. This is a new manifestation of love called liquid love. New media
such as the Internet have provided unlimited possibilities for other people to find,
unite and break links, and the spread of the Internet has introduced different styles
of intimacy and love and has embraced the traditional and modern boundaries of
society. These changes can lead to changes in the concept of love, marriage and
romantic relationships.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this study was to investigate the relationship between social / mass
media with the concept of love and the attitude towards marriage among students. In
other words, this study attempted to answer the question of how the use of media
(social / mass) affects students' concept of love and how such a concept of love can
affect their attitudes toward marriage.

METHODOLOGY

In this survey study, all students of Shiraz University in the academic year 2017-18
were considered as the statistical population. Cochran's formula was used to
determine the sample size. Therefore, 386 students were selected as the sample using
stratified random sampling technique and completed the questionnaire with consent.
A questionnaire was used for data collection and the theoretical basis of liquid love
was defined based on the Zygmunt Bauman conceptualization. This variable was
constructed as a researcher-made 37-item Likert scale. To ensure the validity and
reliability of liquid love scales and attitudes to marriage, face validity was investigated
and to ensure the reliability, Cronbach's alpha technique was used. Spss22 software
was used for initial data analysis and Amoss 22 software was used for structural
equation modeling.
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Extended Abstract

The media, along with the content they distribute, involve particular nature and
structures that can transform patterns of thinking, behaviors, and emotions. With the
emergence of social media and the increasing rate of human interactions in the virtual
world, human emotions (including love) have been re-defined in this new space. This
issue has been addressed by renowned theorists such as Giddens and Bauman. The
present survey investigated the relationship between social/mass media and (liquid)
love and the consequences of this relationship as perceived by Shiraz University
students. To gather data, 386 students were selected through stratified, probability
sampling and completed the copies of a researcher-made questionnaire. The reliability
and validity of the questionnaire were confirmed through Cronbach’s alpha and face
validity. Results revealed that there was a significant relationship between virtual social
networks, domestic and foreign media, and liquid love. Furthermore, the variables of
virtual social networks, domestic and foreign media, and liquid love showed a
significant relationship to attitude toward marriage. In the structural equation model
(processed in Amos), three variables, namely virtual social networks usage, domestic
mass media usage, and foreign mass media usage, respectively, left the highest degrees
of impact on liquid love. Moreover, three variables, namely domestic mass media
usage, foreign mass media usage, and liquid love, significantly affected attitude toward
marriage with coefficients of 0.199, -0.113, and -0.414, respectively.
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RESULT

The results of critical discourse analysis which was conducted based on
three stages of description, interpretation and analysis using the Fairclough
approach show that the ‘Tait-e Sir’ video represents an image of a
traditionalist woman who should be able to keep the family relationships
bound. This type of discourse has been re-produced on national television.
They put the burden of keeping the family together on the women’s
shoulders in favor of men.

The results of the study regarding the response from Instagram users
show all codes mentioned by Hall ie. ‘hegemonic-dominant’, ‘negotiated’
and ‘oppositional’ codes were observed among user receptions. However,
the ‘oppositional’ receptions were highlighted and more diverse.

CONCLUSION

This study investigates the reception of traditionalist women by Instagram
users. First the type of representation a woman was given on ‘Tast-e Sir
video was assessed using the Fairclough critical discourse analysis. Based on
the analysis this study concluded that by offering unusual instructions and
suggestions for showing love and affection to husbands ie. washing their
feet in a tub of water or milk, it burdened women with even more
responsibility to keep their family morale up and to improve bonding in the
best possible way. This study also concludes that the reaction and response
from Instagram users to this video was mainly negative and opposed the
instructions on the video. In other words, the ‘oppositional code' was the
dominant reception among Instagram users.

NOVELTY
The novelties of this article are as follow:

1. It investigates not only the discourse of a controversial video on social media,
but also it examines the users’ response towards this discourse.

2. It distinguishes the traditional woman from the traditionalist woman who is
different with the former in terms of higher social status such as education, career
and being more active in the society.
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INTRODUCTION

Contemporary Iranian history contains many conflicts in female narratives
between tradition and modernity. Women have been reforming their
traditional role in the private sphere of their life to achieve a more social
role in the public sphere of the society. Social media has become the main
platform for displaying this discourse due to ease of access and usage. On
29th January 2018, a video which was later known as the ‘Tait-e Sir’ video
was published on social networking platforms. The 2:15 minute’s video was
originally a part of a longer program on national television where a woman
counselor advised women to wash their husband’s feet in a tub of water or
milk (Sir) to show their love and affection to their husbands. The video was
streamed many times and became very controversial.

PURPOSE

There are two main purposes in conducting this study: 1. the first aim is to
investigate the type of discourse represented from a woman in the video clip.
2. The second aim is to understand Instagram user’s reception of this
discourse according to the Hall encoding-decoding theory. The paper is
going to attempt to answer the following research questions: How does ‘Tast-
e Sir' video represent the discourse of traditionalist women? And what are the
majority of receptions among Instagram users regarding this video?

METHODOLOGY

To answer the research questions, this study employs both critical
discourse analysis and qualitative content analysis. Critical discourse
analysis based on the Fairclough method is used to examine the type of
discourse represented by the ‘Tast-e Sir’ video from a woman. Qualitative
content analysis was utilized to assess the popular responses among
Instagram users regarding the video.

The case study of this article was the widely shared ‘Tait-e Sir’ video
which was part of a 45 munities television program titled “On the Horizen
of Paradise” [Be Ofoq-e Behes$t] on Taban Channel broadcasting in the
Yazd province. The controversial video became widely distributed and
shared on different social networking platforms including Instagram.

The data for qualitative content analysis was collected when posts with
the ‘Tast-e Sir’ hastag were published on Instagram. Data was gathered
during 8 days. Altogether 63 post and comments were gathered and
analyzed.
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Extended Abstract

This study aims to investigate the discourse about traditionalist women on a popular
social media platform, i.e. Instagram. Therefore, ‘Tast-e Sir’ video which was part of a
television program about family values was selected as the case study. In this video, a
family counselor, advised women to express their love and affection to their husbands
through washing their spouse’s feet in a tub of water or milk. The video became very
controversial and was distributed vastly on different types of social media including
Instagram. The main question of the paper is the discourse about women that are
represented on this video. In addition, this study seeks to understand the reception of
Instagram users from this discourse according to the Hall encoding-decoding theory.
Critical discourse analysis based on the Fairclough model was conducted to answer
the first question. A qualitative content analysis was used to answer the second
question. The results of the study show ‘traditionalist women’ being the dominant
discourse on the video. The results also show that ‘oppositional code' is the dominant
reception among Instagram users.
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of mind through diverting the blame from ourselves, and to enjoy a feeling of
responsibility and participation in a moral struggle through animosity toward “the
other” class/group (Pinker, 2015).

Whether it is a drought or an increase in cancer rates, commercial success of a
high-cost play or the spread of child labor, it always involves a set of non-blameful
causes (such as natural or accidental causes, and the inherent psychological and
physical characteristics of human beings). Moreover, those causes which can be
considered blameful are partly due to mistakes on the part of the victims themselves
(those affected by drought or cancer, audience of the play or the child laborers), and
not the class/group which has been represented as their enemy. Focusing exclusively
on the blameful part of the cause, and then putting all, or most, of the blame on
others, can be considered as a new version of the Voodoo practice, in which the
enemy is symbolized by a doll, and is punished by penetrating the doll with needles.

CONCLUSION

By reducing the various causes resulting in a phenomenon to just one cause, and
making an accusation out of it; by oversimplification of the causal networks through
exaggeration of corrupt motives or misdeeds on the part of certain individuals or
institutions; by attributing the events to some distant, strange, or vague causes; by
overlooking one’s own (or one’s group, including class, occupation, etc.) blameful
causal role, and also natural and accidental causes, we seek to divert the blame from
ourselves (our group); to fantasize an enemy or to exaggerate a real animosity; to
find additional confirmation for our accustomed ways and values; to pretend being
smart, informed, and able of complex analysis; to demonstrate ourselves as being
morally committed and involved in a struggle against evils. The main motive behind
all these inclinations is to gain peace of mind for ourselves and to escape mental
inconsistency. Their consequence, however, is social radicalism and public
pessimism.

NOVELTY

It shows how harmful can be to explain things in such a way and to reproduce the
news of it.



commit oversimplification in tracing the causes, and thus it is hardly possible to
expect ordinary people, even in developed societies, to comprehend the causal
complexities, and observe them in explaining daily events. Yet, causal analysis of
regular affairs on the part of ordinary people, due to its causes and consequences,
has also enjoyed some attention. One example is the “fundamental attribution
error,” defined as a tendency toward explaining events based on personalities and
moral characteristics of individuals involved, while overlooking external causes .
Numerous empirical studies have been aimed at revealing the mechanisms of
regular causal explanations in daily lives of people . Blaming people around
someone who has suffered a loss, and accusing members of a certain group of
people of causing a failure or an insufficient success, are among the primary
examples of the above-mentioned approach. We are going to see some aspect of this
in the Iranian culture.

METHODOLOGY

The method in this article is searching among Persian sites which can considered as
not necessarily scientific explanation but things that ordinary people including the
journalist of ordinary sites gather and reproduce.

RESULT

In order to explore this subject in the «context of Iran’s news
consumption/interpretation culture, here, among all the socio-political gaps that
produce “the accused other,” those are concerned which result in blaming the
problems on upper social classes, and ultimately on the government and politicians.
This is not to claim that what follows is specific to Iranian culture, but, at the very
least, it is asserted that Iranians are like this, or Iranians, too, are like this. (Given
that proving something does not disprove other things.) Also, it is not claimed that
all causal analyses and accusations which are referred to below are necessarily
wrong. The point is rather their exaggeration and exclusivity. In this section,
various examples from Persian language news-analysis websites are provided, in
which the causal oversimplification is obvious.

DISCUSSION

It is not easy to realize what the cause of something is. “Since the accidental
relations of the world are extremely convoluted, to answer even the simplest
questions such as where does my lunch come from, and what does the pension fund
do with my money, is difficult for me.” (Harari, 2018:276) But cause-seeking is
among the primary human needs, and this is why people do not give up in the face
of that complexity. The need for cause-seeking is not initially a scientific one; it is
rather a psychological need to comprehend the causes of problems. Indeed, our
need for cause-seeking requires simplification and accusation in order to gain peace
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INTRODUCTION

Causality is a well-known subject of philosophical discussions, particularly in
classical philosophy and, to a lesser extent, philosophy of science. However, a
considerable part of human mind is somehow preoccupied with cause-seeking and
cause-finding, which are not related to philosophy, science, or ontology in their
strict senses. Thinking about and discussing the simplest events in personal life and
the social issues are often reducible to questions of causality. Seeking to exhaust
questions such as why some acquaintances of mine (or myself) were treated in a
certain way, or had an accident, or suffered a financial loss, or failed in their
business, or did not get promoted, or got divorced, also such questions as why did
the revolution take place, why did the war break out, why is inflation so out of
control, why did people vote for a certain candidate, why did a certain movie break
the box office records, why did a certain team lose the game, and the like, is all to
ask questions about causes of and (commonly, but not accurately) reasons for
events. The output of such judgments is often pointing out the perpetrators. The
general and typical way of answering such questions can be biased; including in the
form of simplistic views and grotesque exaggerations.

Beyond personal affairs, people frequently think of and make judgments on
numerous issues such as the climate, healthcare, economy and finance, politics and
culture, and even sports. Obviously, these thoughts and judgments differ from each
other in accuracy, clarity, rationality, logical soundness, fairness, and factual
correctness. Nevertheless, it seems that cause-seeking has a role in many of these
interpretations and judgments; a role which often comes with oversimplification of
causal explanation.

PURPOSE

A number of scientists and philosophers have emphasized that phenomena often
have more than one causes. They sometimes even do not have one set of causes, but
there exists a complex and variable network of sufficient causes, which to discover
the impacts of its various components is difficult, even impossible (Mason, 2015;
Mitchel, 2017). This general framework, sometimes referred to as the Complexity
theory, traces the reduction of causal networks to a limited number of causal
relations in scientific explanations. There is a general tendency to reduce the
complex causal networks to just one or two causes. This is something like the so-
called “horizontal reductionism,” in which, More plain terms “Oversimplified
Cause fallacy” and “fallacy of the single cause” are also used for referring to the
replacement of a complex causal process by a simple, convenient cause.

Paying attention to the complexity of causal explanation is not limited to the
sphere of scientific explanation. To be sure, sometimes even scientists and scholars
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Extended Abstract

One of the most usual people’s activities is to opine about the causes of daily life
events. Influenced by instinctive motivations and social habits and doctrines, this
activity may have some bias. Simplification and exaggerating in finding causes in
different subjects such as sanitary, environmental, ethical, accidental and so forth,
and thereby simplification in determining the culprit, can be derived from two
things: an instinctive tendency to the compensation of the cognitive dissonance and
escaping from a suffering due to the attribution of happenings to accidents or oneself
own mistakes, and also from acceptation of commonplace stereotypical explanations
of social affairs inspired deeply by antagonist ideologies. Simplification in finding of
cause, finding of cause suffered at least by fallacy of part and whole, can push people
to confronting those who are not unique or main cause of their misfortune. Doing so,
there will be some expectations for society which lead to radicalism and distrust, a
source of more suffering and les function. This article tries to show some sorts of this
simplification in Iran’s culture, and states that there are mistake in motivations and
danger in effects and implications. The extent of examples is a range of virtual sites
based on news and comment which seem to be a representation of the average of
cultural orientation of Iran.
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