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Wilbraham, R. (1839). Travels in the trans-Caucasian provinces of Russia: and along the
Southern shore of the lakes of Van and Urumiah, in the Autumn and Winter of 1837.
London: John Murray.
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and in some cases influencing them to global culture. Social media though have
been effective in the coexistence of ethnic groups with global culture and nationality
but were not enough. The issue of ethnic separatism has little to do with social
media; rather it is related to political and economic factors. These media have been
effective in ethnic rethinking but still are not enough, and even ethnic groups'
motivation to resist global and national culture is limited in social media.

CONCLUSION

As a whole, the result of the research is close to specific and general dialectics
theories that believe in complete cultural homogeneity of the globalized world. As
global cultural generalities spread in the current world of globalization, so did
cultural specificities that have brought into fore dialectic between specific and
general matters. While social media have caused the Iranian ethnic groups to
maintain and perpetuate their identity components, they are also influenced by
global culture at the same time; a situation indicative of a cultural integration. The
social media environment is soft and discourse in this regard and causes cultural
coexistence rather than animosities. The motive for separatism in Iranian ethnic
groups is more due to political and economic factors than to social media. Social
media have also been effective in rethinking those ethnic beliefs and customs that
have been wrong, although other institutions must make efforts in this regard.
These media pave the way for Iranian ethnic groups to resist global and national
culture, but ethnic motives for doing so are limited. Iran is a multicultural country
and non-attention to cultural pluralism can lead at least some ethnic groups to
centrifugal tendencies, so it is necessary to increase the media literacy of users on
the one hand and policy on strengthening cultural plurality on the other.

NOVELTY

The discussion of Iranian ethnic groups and social media has been studied taking
into account the deepening method. Social media is relatively short-lived compared
to the mainstream media, and the question of the way these ethnic groups are used
in terms of whether they will be resolved in a global culture or that their interactive
nature preserves and perpetuates ethnicity constitutes the innovative aspect of this
article. The results of the research can be useful for media professionals, cultural
policy makers, in particular and related cultural and political officials, in general.
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INTRODUCTION

With the emergence of social media that is interactive in nature, the concept of
audience has changed to user. These media are global at the same time meaning
they are necessary and possible, and anyone anywhere in the world can receive and
produce content through them. Given the global nature of social media, they can be
studied in the context of globalization theories. A set of theories principally derived
from Marxist theories believe in a complete homogeneity of the globalized world.
There is another theoretical approach which, while believing in the existence of
homogeneities in globalization, stresses on the existence of a dialectic between
particular and general matters, and considers the disappearance of all cultural and
identity differences in globalization as a simplification of the problem
(Golmohammadi, 2015:141-142). There are many ethnic identities in Iran.
Nevertheless, which of the two theoretical approaches is being used by social media
as a means of global communication is worth considering. Also, the paper will
examine and analyze the coexistence of ethnic groups with global and national
culture, the motive of ethnic separatism, the rethinking of ethnic groups and the
presence or absence of motivation in them to resist global and national culture.

PURPOSE

Considering the two different theoretical perspectives on globalization as well as the
global and interactive nature of social media, this article intends to identify whether
social media work to resolve cultural and identity differences of Iranian ethnic
groups or they are being used by these ethnic groups to maintain and perpetuate
themselves in different situations.

METHODOLOGY

A qualitative approach and specifically the in-depth interview method have been
used in the study. For that matter, eleven professors of social communication,
anthropology and sociology were interviewed. For data analysis, MAXQDA 10
software was used and the findings were displayed in the form of clusters consisting
of main categories and subcategories.

FINDINGS

Seven main categories and related subcategories are derived from the interviews
conducted on the subject. They include 1) preserving ethnic identity/globalization,
2) coexistence of ethnic groups with global culture, 3) coexistence of ethnic groups
with other nationalities, 4) limited role of social media in ethnic separatism, 5)
ethnic rethinking, 6) the little motivation of ethnic groups to resist global culture,
and 7) the low motivation of ethnic groups to act against nationality. Social media
have a dual function both in preserving and perpetuating Iranian ethnic identities
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ABSTRACT

The global nature of social media has brought ethnic challenges from regional and
national stages to the world arena. The current study analyzes these challenges under
the framework of Globalization theories. There are two general approaches to
globalization: the first believes in complete global homogeneity, while the other does
not believe in such an optimistic viewpoint. The purpose here is to clarify which of
these two approaches have been used by social media as a means of global
communication in relation to Iranian ethnic identities. For that matter, the
researchers have conducted in-depth interviews with 11 experts in social
communications, anthropology, and sociology and data were analyzed using
MAXQDA 10 software. The results demonstrated that the performance of social
media has created a dual situation, that is, on the one side they have preserved the
Iranian ethnic identity and on the other, they have led them to be influenced by
global culture. In other words, social media have reinforced the cultural coexistence
of ethnic groups nationally and globally. With regard to separatist ethnic groups,
social media do not play a significant role, as this issue is influenced by other social
and political factors. Ultimately, the Iranian ethnic motivation to resist global
nationality and culture is limited, although social media give them such ability.
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effect of life satisfaction and social pressure on body management was statistically
significant. In addition, the results of path analysis showed that life satisfaction and
social pressure had a direct effect on body management. Furthermore, attracting the
opposite sex, achieving social status and, social acceptance had an indirect effect on
body management. In general, the findings were in line with past researches which
too showed the tendency and impact of those variables towards body management.

Based on the results, it can be argued that people have gained more power and
ability to shape their identity thanks to the conditions of the modern society. In fact,
norms, customs, and traditions do not considerably determine social status. Instead,
people do their best to build their identity through awareness and knowledge they
gradually attain as well as through the prevailing environment in the society they
live, and the world at large. Considering Giddens’ Theory of Structuration, lifestyle
and identity are formed through an interactive process of human agency and social
structure. Hence, human actors rely on their thoughts, motivation, and decision-
making and are highly affected by the environmental as well as social and global

conditions.

CONCLUSION

Modern man seeks to construct his/her identity based on self-perceived valuable
criteria. In addition, the development of his/her physical identity is highly
influenced by factors such as media propaganda at national, regional, and global
levels. The results indicate that body management among women living in Qom,
which is a religious city, is very noticeable in the public sphere. It should be noted
that this finding does not mean that religiosity was totally neglected. Instead,
women in this study preferred to freely present themselves and construct their
personal identities, regardless of pressures imposed by traditions (especially
religious ones), in the process of modernization and globalization and amid local,
regional, and global media propaganda.

NOVELTY

It is generally expected that people in religious and traditional cities lack extreme
tendency towards body management. However, the results of the present study
reveals that factors such as religion and tradition do not considerably affect
women’s tendency towards body management even in a religious city like Qom.
Further, women’s tendency towards their body management there found similar to
or even more than those in other Iranian cities and metropolises.
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INTRODUCTION

Here an attempt is made to examine social factors affecting women’s tendency
towards their body management in the Iranian city of Qom. In the contemporary
world, this issue is considered as highly important, given a widespread health-
related behavior such as body building, diets, and cosmetic surgery as well as
interest in different sports and superficial equipment for body care. In fact, body is
an arena for social regeneration that not only demonstrates power relations but
social differences and inequalities. As a matter of fact, the body management should
be considered as a significant social issue, hence, an extensive research is required to
address a range of influential factors. Over the past decade, several studies have
been conducted focusing on ‘body’ in Iran. They showed several factors influencing
the body management such as identity, self-esteem, mass media, social and cultural
capitals, religious beliefs, social acceptance, consumerism, and social pressure as
well as gaining a higher status and more respect. Taking into account the same, the
present study attempts to examine some social variables affecting women’s
tendency towards body management in Qom. The theoretical framework of this
study is based on viewpoints of Giddens, Goffman, Nan Lane, Cooley, and Homans.

PURPOSE

As mentioned, the study tries to explore the relationship between women’s body
management and a range of variables such as life satisfaction, social acceptance, and
social pressure as well as attracting the opposite sex and achieving a higher social
status.

METHODOLOGY

This is a survey-based research, for which, data were collected through a
questionnaire. The statistical population included women aged 16 to 60. A total of
384 participants were selected using Cochran’s formula and quota sampling. The
data was analyzed using SPSS software (Version 22). The validity and reliability
(Cronbach’s Alpha) of the questionnaire were checked carefully.

FINDGINS

Most participants were between the age group of 20 and 39 and were married,
unemployed and had a high school diploma. The results indicated that body
management had a significant relationship with social pressure, social acceptance,
and life satisfaction as well as achieving a higher social status and attracting the
opposite sex, which were consistent with the theoretical framework of the study.
Based on the regression analysis, body management was most affected by life
satisfaction, social pressure, and social approval, respectively. Additionally, the
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ABSTRACT

The present study aims to investigate the effect of social factors on women’s Body
Management in Qom. Its framework is based on various theories, including those of
Giddens, Goffman, Nan Lane, Cooley, and Homans. During the course, a survey design
was propounded in order to collect the data through a questionnaire. The statistical
population included all women aged 16 to 60 in Qom. A total of 384 participants were
selected using Cochran’s Formula and quota sampling while SPSS software (Version 22)
was used to analyze the data. Findings indicated that the body management had a
significant and direct relationship with social pressure, social acceptance, and life
satisfaction as well as achieving a higher social status and attracting the opposite sex. In
addition, the results of regression analysis revealed that the aforementioned variables
could explain 41% of the changes in ‘Body Management’. Furthermore, implications of
the findings for social policy making were discussed. Finally, some suggestions were made

for dealing with extreme tendency towards Body Management.
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tools that help strengthen academic values at the university and become behavioral
guidelines for academics. Measures that not only do not cause the elimination of
those who adhere to academic values, rather provide the basis for encouraging and
supporting them, while preventing the space for reproduction and strengthening of
non-adherence to academic norms.

NOVELTY

Unlike other studies, which are limited only to the reasons and factors affecting the
challenges, this article presents a conceptual theory through the relationship between
the conditions, context, actions and reactions of different actors and their
consequences.
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codes, 458 concepts, 101 subcategories and 32 main categories. Among the studied
categories, 'non-adherence to academic norms" was a central phenomenon, selection
and the final model were based on causal and contextual factors at two "micro and
macro" levels, academic action and interaction included "resistance", "silence" and
"abuse” whereas the consequences included "individual’, "organizational” and
"national” ones.

p _
I Conditions ]
&
P
Axial phenomenon: non-adherence to
Conditional- academic norms Context
consequenti ~
al matrix e ] - - i
g Action and interaction: Confrontation,
> silence and abuse
.
4
o| Consequences: Individual, organizational
and national
\ \§ J
Figure 1: View of final research model
CONCLUSION

The relationship between context, action and interaction and consequences, on the
one hand, and the two-way connection between conditions and consequences due to
the power of consequences in changing and modifying the action of actors, on the
other hand, strengthen and reproduce the central phenomenon i.e. “non-adherence
to academic norms”. Therefore, based on the results, assuming that academics do not
have much power to change the external space to improve the university situation
and assuming that some reasons and conditions are unchangeable and others are
beyond the control of the university, help to improve and develop an academic
culture from within and by the academics themselves, with emphasis on capabilities
and opportunities available there, is one of the practical ways not only to organize the
unpleasant cultural situation dominating the university but to prevent its
reproduction and strengthening. Therefore, the final solution is the attention to
individual responsibility and the role of the university itself. As long as Iranian
universities remain silent in the face of academic misconduct and act in the same way
as academics whether right or wrong, they will help undermine norms and encourage
academics, especially the young ones, not to adhere them. Formal and informal
requirements, unwritten rules and codes of ethics at the university can be the same
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INTRODUCTION

Encountering with a wise, truthful, inquisitive, innovative and responsible university
whose honesty, truthfulness and avoidance of deception, fraud and inaccuracy are
the common denominators of its academic activities, which are the same aspects of
an academic identity influenced by the prevailing culture and leads the university to
present a different and unique image of being a scientific institution. Many experts in
the university domain consider the norm of scientific institutions and commitment
to their internalization as part of the scientific knowledge and expect the university
to provide a space for scholars and thinkers in order to train educated, ethical and
perfect individual. However, this expectation from the university has now been
disrupted. According to Pasandideh et al. (2015), the university culture in Iran is
changing rapidly with a steep slope, a change that is not promising for scientific
excellence, but in addition to damaging some of the academic and human
components, it has also hindered the scientific development of the country. The
emergence of this issue has not only seriously challenged the accomplishment of
missions and goals of scientific institutions such as the university, but has also
hampered the role of cultural identity as well as the expectation of the university to
make an impact on the society. The interpretation of “cultural eclipse of university”
by Farasetkhah (2016) is the most eloquent, accessible and at the same times the most
meaningful concept to simply express the issue of university culture in Iran.

PURPOUSE

The paper tries to explore the inner experiences and perspectives of academics in
order to respond to the main research question as how and why there is emerging
cultural disorder in Iranian universities and research institutes.

METHODOLOGY

This is a fundamental study in terms of its aim to search for more knowledge
production and present a theory based on data. For that matter, with a qualitative
approach it has used Grounded Theory. This method made it possible for the
researchers to examine and interpret the experiences of research participants and
finally provide a theoretical but data-driven model. The participants were faculty
members of universities who were selected through theoretical sampling and their
experiences were collected through 17 semi-structured interviews and 4 group
interviews. The data analysis, on what Corbin and Strauss (2015) had presented, is
based on three concepts of context, paradigm, and conditional-consequential matrix.
The credibility (trustworthy and believable) of findings (Corbin and Strauss, 2015)
was conducted through simultaneous control of participants, exchange of views with
colleagues, diversification of participants and deep engagement in the field.

FINDINGS

Findings are based on three-leveles coding (open, axial and selective) including 1900
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ABSTRACT

Like any other community, the university has its own cultural set up. But
unfortunately, the culture, which is currently dominating the Iranian higher education
institutions, does not meet the expectations of a scientific community. The present
study, based on views and experiences of academics as well as using an interpretive
approach, tries to answer the main research question as why and how such a disorder
prevails in academic culture. In this qualitative study, the Grounded Theory has been
applied as research methods. The selection of participants, including faculty members
from higher education institutions, was based on theoretical sampling. It continued
until achieving a saturation point. Data collection was done through semi-structured
interviews, including 17 individual and 4 group interviews. Data were categorized via
three-stage coding (open, axial and selective) and classified into 1900 codes, 458
concepts, 101 subcategories and 32 main categories. Further, the data analysis was
carried out based on the concept of context, analytical tool paradigm (conditions,
action-interaction and consequences) and conditional-consequential analytical
strategy matrix. Based on the acquired results "non-adherence to academic norms" was
selected as a central phenomenon, and the final model was based on causal conditions
and contextual factors at micro and macro levels, academic interaction including
resistance, silence and abuse as well as the consequences including individual,
organizational and national ones. The final outcome indicates the strengthening and
reproduction of the central phenomenon in case of lack of university actions to help
improve the situation.

Keywords: higher education, university, culture, academic culture, Grounded Theory
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capital of deprived areas is 10 compared to 17 (of 28) for privileged areas. Therefore,
in lifestyle, it can be said that we are facing a more traditional society. In most cases,
this pattern inclines toward traditional, religious, popular, passive, and logical
necessity. There are differences between deprived neighborhoods in all three
indicators of economy, culture and lifestyle. In sum, the described lifestyle is mainly
influenced by two variables of cultural and economic capitals, but the impact of the
economic variable has been more important and intense. Differences exist in all
three indices of economic, cultural and lifestyle in the deprived neighborhoods.

CONCLUSION

The lifestyle of the Kermanshah society, especially in deprived areas, contains a
dialectic that must be considered in policy-making and planning. The passive,
traditional and retrospective aspects of this lifestyle probably act as a barrier to
change. In other words, this lifestyle is derived from history and is, in fact, a
collective or generational mentality that is difficult to change in short term and
from outside. On the other hand, due to its low level of indices, such as low cultural
capital, collective passivity, frustration with its social identity, etc., the possibility of
change from within is almost impossible. But on the other hand, in the same
lifestyle, there are features that can (though not so simple) be called a privilege for
reform and change. Low expectation of this lifestyle, the inner desire to work (even
hard works) in difficult conditions, rational (non-aesthetic) and non-consumptive
economic logic, and especially the existence of cultural traditions, including the
musical tradition in this culture, are elements that can provide the ground for
change. Not only, these positive traits have not been developed and promoted due
to lack of attention as well as some strict policies in the field of art and narrow-
mindedness in the field of employment, etc., rather they have been suppressed and
in some cases even turned into a kind of resistance action. More importantly, given
the general orientations and trends of the society, the continuity of these positive
characteristics can’t be guaranteed even for the next two generations. In case of
inactiveness and ignorance of these capitals, we will be witness to their
disappearance form the living domain of this city over the next two decades.

NOVELTY

The detailed findings of this research provide details and minutes of the lives of
those in deprived areas that allow more lucid decisions about many specific
economic and cultural affairs (from the decision to create a bakery to the effort to
create cultural spaces like cinema, etc.). Therefore, it can be said that although
lifestyle in this society, in its theoretical sense, seems impossible to study and
evaluate but at the same basic and apparent levels of daily life can be evaluated
correctly that be applicable and useful for empowerment program and practical
steps. In addition, socially, the argument of this study can be considered as a step
towards creating social justice in the city.
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INTRODUCTION

Generally, "Lifestyle” has been present in the two hundred-year history of sociology
and, as a key variable it has played significant roles in sociological analyses. Since
the Iranian city of Kermanshah is one of the most diverse and complex in terms of
religion, culture and ethnicity, lifestyle of people there, apart political structures,
infrastructure of urban development and historical issues, can be effective factors in
social construction, intergroup and intercultural interactions, social participation
and development. On the other hand, this city has encountered with a serious
problem of deprivation. In other words, more than ten problematic neighborhoods,
with about one-third of the city's entire population (Karimi et al. 2018) which lack
appropriate housing and urban planning and even urbanization standards are rarely
seen, have turned into most important challenges for the city and province.
Although some researchers have been conducted on the issue before, none of them
could actually focus on "everyday life” and consequently "lifestyle".

PURPOUSE

The study intends to investigate these questions: What are the characteristics of
lifestyle in deprived neighborhoods of Kermanshah? What are the similarities and
dissimilarities in lifestyle patterns in different deprived and privileged areas? And
what factors (demographic variables, cultural capital, and economic capital) have
influence on lifestyle in this city?

METHODOLOGY

A quantitative survey method has been used in this research. The statistical
population includes 13 deprived and 2 privileged neighborhoods in Kermanshah.
Random sampling was done using urban blocks of these 15 neighborhoods. Based
on Cochran's formula, the sample size was about 400 but due to the comparative
nature of the project, 800 items were selected and in accordance with population
divided into 15 neighborhoods. The structural method (theoretical and
confirmatory factor analysis) and Cronbach's alpha were used to check validity and
reliability. As per the theoretical framework, class status (economic and cultural
capitals) as an independent variable and lifestyle (leisure, body management and
taste preferences) as a dependent variable were analyzed.

FINDINGS

Findings show that deprived neighborhoods in different dimensions (economic,
cultural, leisure, tastes and body management) generally follow a relatively similar
pattern, which is much more similar in economic dimension and its main features
are poverty and deprivation. In this index, there is a serious and significant
difference between deprived and privileged areas. In the cultural capital arena too
there is also a pattern of deprivation but there is not much difference is seen
between deprived and privileged ones in some variables. An average of cultural
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ABSTRACT

Centralized, unbalanced, and unequal development in the last century has posed
serious challenges to Iran's social setup, including ever-increasing deprivation in
some metropolitan areas. The city of Kermanshah, apart from these processes, has
experienced double deprivation, due to other factors such as an imposed war as well
as its special geographical, social and cultural characteristics. This deprivation is the
main theme of this study, with emphasis on everyday life among deprived and
privileged areas of Kermanshah. We have surveyed and analyzed indices of the
economic capital, cultural capital, leisure time activities, body management, and
preferences (in literature, cinema, music, food, and economics domains), in 13
deprived and 2 privileged neighborhoods, with 800 samples. Findings indicate that
deprived neighborhoods generally follow a relatively similar pattern in different
economic, cultural, leisure, tastes and body management arenas, despite minor
differences, the main feature of which is poverty and deprivation. In most indicators,
there found to be a significant difference between deprived and privileged areas. Also,
there had been a positive correlation between the economic situation and the
variables of “cultural capital’, "body management”, "artistic and literary preferences”
and "economic logic". Demographic variables such as age, education and job were
also important in changing the amount of capitals.

Keywords: cultural capital, deprived neighborhoods, leisure time, lifestyle, taste
preferences
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and also the king's shadow on these ceremonies was always significant. During his
trip to Europe and the first hand experience of European theaters, he thought of
holding a more glorious funeral and decided to build a religious building in a
modern way, different from the traditional ones. In 1284 AH, he issued a decree to
Alikhan Mu'ayyir al-Mamalik to build a large and equipped structure called the seat
of the government at the royal citadel. Nasser al-Din Shah tried to show the glory of
his court through this building and its plays (Zaka, 1971, 287-293; Moayer al-
Mamalik, 2012, 13-15; Etemad-ol-Saltaneh, 88).

CONCLUSION

Nasser al-Din Shah’s reign can be considered as a period of change and modernity.
One such change was the expansion of religious ceremonies at the court, which the
Shah needed to attract the masses and some scholars, as well as foreign legitimacy.
For that matter, he ordered the construction of a Tekyeh Dowlat, the first with
European architectural style in the history of Iran. In addition, he also held many
lavish events at the court for the first time, including Ta’zieyh ceremonies. The
reliance on state theatre not only opened the door to foreigners who had previously
been considered unclean for religious ceremonies, but also gave court women of a
more special status than the clergy, and also secured the Shah's independence in
religious ceremonies minimizing the role of religious scholars themselves. Relying
on the Tekyeh Dowlat and his own generous posture, Nasser al-Din Shah was also
able to create a rift among the clergy and make some of them dependent on the
court as they gained high positions and received salaries.

The role of government in achieving the Shah's goals and attracting the masses
cannot be ignored. The government’s support was immune due to its location next
to the royal citadel and under its shadow, Iran experienced many events. A
European-style building Shams al-Amara, revealed the spirit of Nasser al-Din Shah,
who, while longing for the glory of European monarchs, also looked to attain the
position of a sultan in the guise of God.

NOVELTY

One of the achievements of this article is its conclusion that the construction of a
religious structure (Tekyeh) next to the royal palace was, in fact, Nasser al-Din
Shah's goal for religious independence. He tried to take control of the religion to
some extent by reducing the power of the clergy. With many lavish ceremonies at
the court, he was able to draw the masses in order to provide religious legitimacy for
himself. Apart from a change in policy on religious front, it was the period when
foreigners as well as female royal and court women were in attendance during
religious ceremonies. One of the social consequences of those ceremonies was that
they became very popular among the privileged classes and continued to have their
effects in future.
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INTRODUCTION

Nasser al-Din Shah is considered to be as the most modernist Qajar king as he made
many social changes during his fifty years of reign. But that was not without
accusations that he was trying to weaken the foundations of Islam in Iran and
destroying the Shiite religion. However, the Shah believed otherwise arguing that
modernity was not contrary to Islam and that the religion could even be removed
from its traditional shell. That, according to him not only paved the way for the
realization of modernity rather helped bring Iran closer to European countries and
guarantee his grip on power and his foreign legitimacy, a break from the traditional
monarchy in Iran, which has always depended on religion.

PURPOSE

In this article, we try to examine the cause, nature and consequences of the state
theatre during Nasser al-Din Shah. It intends to respond to some of main questions
as: What was the concept behind building a Tekyeh Dowlat near the Golestan
Palace, the seat of Nasser al-Din Shah? Whether the policy was aimed at reducing
the influence of the clergy? And if so, why do we see Western patterns in its
architectural style, a shift from Islamic buildings and what ideals did the king
pursue in this building?

METHODOLOGY

This article is largely based on library materials whereas the method method is
descriptive-analytical. The researchers have tried to review and analyze primary
sources from the Qajar era available in different libraries as well as secondary
materials.

FINDINGS

With the aim of preventing the masses and the clergy from uniting against the
monarchy, Nasser al-Din Shah tried to induct the clergy in the government. He, in
order to attract the masses to the court ceremonies, also tried to upgrade the status
of ulemas (religious scholars) at his court. But that attempts were devoid of the
tradition rather he took into account a modernist approach in order to break taboos
that were considered a red line among scholars at the time, i.e. the king's attempt to
innovate religious rites and practices.

Nasser al-Din Shah considered the Ta’ziyeh performance more efficient in
attracting the masses to the court ceremonies. To him, such a move did not focus on
the clergy class rather had the charm of a European play and could attract the
people and be reminiscent of European theater plays in front of foreign dignitaries.
With that purpose, therefore, the Shah decided to bring Ta’ziyeh ceremonies to the
court in order to establish a good connection between the religion and the court,
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ABSTRACT

The reign of Nasser al-Din Shah Qaiar was nothing more than his efforts to establish
modernity in all parts of the society. However, one of the obstacles for the king to
achieve this goal was the clergy and their power and influence among the masses.
Nevertheless, to establish religious independence without relying on the clergy as well
as to maintain religious legitimacy among the people, Nasser al-Din Shah tried to
hold lavish religious ceremonies at his court. In this respect, however, he needed a
new structure in religious affairs. The paper focuses on the importance of court
religious ceremonies during Nasser al-Din Shah by relying on Tekyeh Dowlat (State
Theatre). In other words, the government seat was considered to be a key in the
religious independence of Naser al-Din Shah. He took the first step to a make a
transition from the existing religious doctrines by constructing a seat of governance
not on the Islamic architectural principles rather imitating the Western ones. As a
matter of fact, it was for the first time in the Iranian history, political and European
representatives were required to attend religious ceremonies. Also special seats for
the royal family and court women were reserved in this building while the clergy
were left out entirely. In fact, this was the only case in which religious ceremonies
were held without any attachment to the clergy class and their roles in such affairs.

Keywords: Tekyeh Dowlat, Nasser al-Din Shah Qajar, Ta’ziyeh; religious ceremonies,
Qajar architecture
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FINDINGS

The research findings can be classified and summarized in three major steps. The
first has examined whether men and women hold similar or varying attitudes
towards the demographic issues. This part tends to confirm: a convergence among
males and females, suggesting they have almost similar views and attitudes towards
demographic issues such as childbearing desires, attitudes towards the current
official population policy or pronatalism, and attitudes towards emigration, divorce,
and women’s age at first marriage. The only significant exception is the attitude
about women’s age at first marriage: while the majority of both males and females
identify 21-24 years as the most appropriate age of marriage for women, a greater
proportion of males prefer younger age of the marriage for women.

The second finding has revealed whether and how significantly the demographic
attitudes are affected by the respondents’ views and perceptions on gender roles. In
this part, as long as the respondents hold traditional and conservative views on
gender roles, these are its demographic consequences: they want to have more
children, more supportive for both pronatalism and women’s younger age at
marriage, less supportive for both divorce and emigration. The opposite applies
when the respondents have modern and liberal views on gender roles: they want to
have fewer children, more in favour of both divorce and emigration, less supportive
for both pronatalism and women’s younger age at marriage. For example, the
proportion of those wanting ‘4 children and more’ completely disagree with
women’s employment is about four times greater than those completely agree with
women’s employment. Another example relates to women’s age at marriage: those
completely disagree with this issue are three times more likely than those
completely agree with women’s employment to be in favour of women’s age at
marriage below 20 years. Finally, based on the third finding, two main patterns can
be highlighted with regard to the simultaneous impacts of gender views on
demographic attitudes: Firstly, the convergence among males and females on
demographic attitudes as highlighted above exists only among those men and
women who hold non-traditional views on gender roles. Secondly, males are more
in favour of emigration than women, irrespective of gender attitudes.

CONCLUSION

The underlying results of this analysis support the key notion of the contemporary
scholars of gender theory (Massey et al. 1993; Riley and McCarthy, 2003; Lindsey
2015): a comprehensive knowledge on gender considerations of demographic
attitude requires not only to going beyond the simple differences between males and
females, but also to take into account the effects of gender attitudes of two sexes
from comparative and simultaneous perspectives.
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INTRODUCTION

Generally speaking, this paper focuses primarily on gender considerations of
demographic attitudes in Iran. As clearly indicated in the existing literature, the
term sex refers to the biological and physical disparities among men and women,
whereas, the term gender deals with social and cultural differences associated with
them. However, the literature review evidently shows that while there is a large body
of social and demographic studies highlighting the differences between men and
women, the existing literature still lacks sufficient research-based evidence to
address the effects of gender attitudes in social and demographic studies. More
importantly, such a research gap tends to be much more evident when we consider
the impacts of these two terms of sex and gender simultaneously and comparatively.
Accordingly, the findings presented and discussed in this paper contribute to fill the
aforementioned research gaps in the existing literature.

PURPOSE

The paper intends to present research-based evidence to explore the patterns and
determinants associated with gender considerations of demographic attitudes. As a
matter of fact, the study has three major objectives: first, to examine whether and
how significantly males and females hold varying demographic attitudes; second, to
explore the effects of gender perceptions on demographic attitudes and third, it
takes a comparative approach to investigate whether and how demographic
attitudes are affected by sex and gender attitudes, simultaneously and
comparatively.

METHODOLOGY

Methodologically, the field of this analysis is Iran which has witnessed one of the
most spectacular demographic swings throughout the world in human history
(McDonald 2005, Foroutan 2014, 2019), and has experienced fundamental socio-
cultural changes and challenges which are also significantly associated with gender
dynamics and women’s status. More specifically, the empirical research findings of
this analysis are based on a recently-conducted national survey in order to explain
the dimensions and differentials of gender considerations of demographic attitudes
in Iran. The survey includes a sample of 5200 males and females aged 15 years and
above, residing in both urban and rural areas of Ahvaz, Babolsar, Bojnord, Esfarayen,
GonbadKavos, Gorgan, Hamadan, Kamyaran, Khoramabad, Mahmoudabad, Rasht,
and Saghez.

Moreover, demographic attitudes in the present study have been measured by
five key components: childbearing desires, attitudes towards the current official
population policy or the so-called pronatalism, and attitudes towards emigration,
divorce, and women’s age at first marriage. In addition, gender attitude is measured
on the basis of the respondents’ views on women’s employment outside the home.
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ABSTRACT

This research paper primarily focuses on gender considerations of demographic
attitudes in Iran. More specifically, it has three major research objectives. First, it
examines whether males and females hold varying demographic attitudes. Second, it
aims to explore the effects of gender perceptions on demographic attitudes. Third, it
takes a comparative approach to investigate whether and how demographic attitudes
are affected simultaneously and comparatively by sex and gender attitude. Five key
components have been measured in the course of study: childbearing desires,
attitudes towards the current official population policy or the so-called pronatalism,
and attitudes towards emigration, divorce, and women’s age at first marriage. In
addition, the term sex refers to both males and females, while their gender attitudes
are measured on the basis of the respondents’ views on working women. This is a
survey-based study with samples including 5200 males and females aged 15 years and
more from the selected rural and urban areas of Iran. Outcomes of the research
analysis support the key notion of the contemporary scholars of gender theory: a
comprehensive knowledge on gender considerations of demographic attitude
requires not only to going beyond the simple differences between males and females,
but also to take into account the effects of gender attitudes of both sexes from
comparative and simultaneous perspectives.
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