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The concepts of "being the true lover of Imam Zaman (AS)", "the existence of the
grace of Imam Zaman (AS)" and "actively waiting for his reappearance” that existed
in the Persian version were also repeated in the Azeri version. These concepts, which
were at the beginning of each version, actually formed the structure of the hymn. On
the other hand, in the Azeri Turkish version, the two concepts of "the existence of
grounds for the formation of an Islamic government in Azerbaijan" and "the feeling
of belonging to the resistance front" are mentioned, which were not present in the
Persian version, and for the first time and according to the local conditions, a secular
government is at work and puts pressure on the Islamists, are used in this version.

CONCLUSION

In general, this hymn is understood and reproduced outside the borders of Iran,
especially for Shia minorities in the Republic of Azerbaijan, as a manifestation of a
resistance against the globalized western culture. In the Azeri Turkish version, since
the government of Azerbaijan seeks to regulate its relations with the world system
and the so-called globalization and organizes and implements various cultural
policies in this field, the religious class and its so-called Religious Azerbaijanis react
consciously to these developments and act as cultural resistance with this anthem.

NOVELTY

The hymn "Salam Farmandeh" is a successful example of the Islamic Republic of
Iran's discourse and cultural diplomacy among Shia communities elsewhere, which
has not yet been addressed as an independent phenomenon. This research can be
considered a case study in the field of intercultural communication of Iran, which, by
using previous theoretical and case studies, opens a new window on intercultural
communication at home and abroad.
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INTRODUCTION

The hymn "Salam Farmandeh" was a phenomenon that was reproduced in at least 35
copies in different languages and dialects less than a year after its launch in Iran. After
from an intercultural communication, this work can also be considered as a model
for the dissemination of communication cultural phenomena. In this connection,
concepts were transferred in the same original way and repeated in new versions.
Some concepts were also changed or were completely absent and instead new
concepts were added to them. This hymn was also reproduced in Azeri Turkish. This
research aims to investigate the comparative discourse analysis of Persian and Azeri
Turkish versions with the intercultural communication approach.

PURPOSE

Examining this work from the point of view that it was a successful popular-sovereign
movement by Iran, which led to the formation of cross-cultural communication in
Shia communities and groups (specifically in the cultural region of the Republic of
Azerbaijan), it is important that it made the discourse of the Islamic Revolution
strong in the region including Caucasus and the world.

On the other hand, examining the discourse dimensions of the production of the
Azeri version and comparing it with the original work makes it possible to know
which discourse dimensions have the capacity of intercultural movement in the
Republic of Azerbaijan. In the following, by examining the manner of consumption
and the effects after the launch of this hymn in the target communities, we will reach
the extent of the spread of the discourse of the Islamic Republic of Iran in these
countries through this hymn.

METHODOLOGY

Pedam's operational method of discourse analysis is a new method for the discourse
analysis which is based on meaning processing. In addition, this meaning is formed
on the basis of communication and its developments, which influence the text and its
interpretation. The main goal of this method is to operationalize discourse analysis
and provide a practical method in this field, which is in the form of a process of
constructing meaning and reaching a semantic map based on the discovery of basic
signifiers (Bashir, 1400: 39). Since the processing of meaning is important in each of
the versions of this hymn and the connections based on that meaning are formed in
the communication chain of different versions of this hymn, the operational method
of Pedam has been used to analyze the discourse of the hymn’s versions.

FINDINGS

The discourse governing the Azeri Turkish version was formed around three basic
aspects: 'Introducing Imam Zaman (AS) to youths', "Actively waiting for his
reappearance “and "Building the future of Azerbaijan, according to its religious identity".
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ABSTRACT

The hymn "Salam Farmandeh” was a phenomenon that was reproduced in at least 35 copies in
different languages and dialects less than a year after its first launch in Iran. From the
perspective of an intercultural communication that can be seen as a cultural phenomenon, this
anthem was also reproduced in the language of the Republic of Azerbaijan. The aim of this
research is to investigate the comparative discourse analysis of Persian and Turkish versions
with an intercultural communication approach. The data analysis is based on two methods of
semiotics and discourse. The theoretical framework of the research is based on the theories of
diffusion and, identity negotiation. The findings show that this hymn, in general, is
understood and reproduced outside the borders of Iran, especially for Shia minorities in the
Caucasus, as a manifestation of a cultural resistance against the globalized western culture.
The discourse governing the Turkish version is formed around three basic aspects:
"Introducing Imam Zaman (AS) to the youth", "Actively waiting for his reappearance “and
"Building the future of Azerbaijan, according to its religious identity". In comparing the
Turkish version with the Persian one, the two basic meanings of "introducing Imam Zaman
to teenagers" and "actively waiting for the appearance of Imam Zaman" were repeated, around
which the discourse of the Persian version was also formed.
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interpersonal and interactive communication. The highest amount of interpersonal
communication belongs to Pakistan followed by African countries, India, Azerbaijan
and finally Afghanistan. Pakistan is also the leader in interpersonal communication,
followed by India, Azerbaijan, Africa and finally Afghanistan. In interactive
communication, Azerbaijan has the best situation, followed by Pakistan and India
with a little distance, respectively second and third, and finally Africa and
Afghanistan are the next. Indians are better in intertextual communication and
Pakistan, Azerbaijan, Africa and Afghanistan are in the next. In total, the highest level
of intercultural communication, which is the result of the average of the four main
variables, is related to Pakistani students with 55.23%, and Indian students with
53.2% and Azerbaijani students with 52.28% are in the next ranks, and finally
Africans are in the fourth rank with 50.66% and Afghan students are in the last
category with 36.54% and have the lowest level of intercultural communication.

Considering that Iran has a good educational capacity to attract scientific tourists,
this capacity should be placed with a long-term plan to deepen and develop
intercultural communication. Educational policies and programs in academic
centers, including Al-Mustafa University, which accept foreign students, should be
in such a way as to provide a basis for correcting stereotypical and ethnocentric ideas
and replace interactionist thinking, and try to be familiar with the languages of other
countries. Also, platforms for economic transactions and family communication
have been provided to develop their interaction and communication, and helped to
develop it by designing programs that lead to more conversations and interaction.

NOVELTY

This research is innovative in three ways: 1- It expresses the relationship between six
nationalities simultaneously in the form of a matrix 2- It presents a novel formulation
of intercultural communication 3- It examines the interaction of these dimensions
with a valid test.
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Data analysis: The closed-ended research questionnaire was set in the form of five
levels based on Likert classification (very good: 5 points, good: 4 points, average: 3
points, poor: 2 points and very poor: 1 point). SPSS software was used to analyze the
results.

FINDINGS

By analyzing the questionnaire, all questions were examined separately and a matrix
was drawn for each one (sub-variable) as described in Appendix No. 2. But for the
aggregation and classification of sub-variables (questionnaire questions), the main
variables including inter-textual communication, inter-mental communication,
interpersonal communication and interactive communication were described as
follows:

Analysis of the interaction of the four dimensions of intercultural communication
of nationalities:

There is a correlation and interaction between different dimensions, which was
investigated by Pearson's correlation test:

First: There is a significant relationship between interpersonal communication
and interpersonal communication.

Second: There is a significant relationship between interpersonal communication
and interactive communication.

Third: There is a significant relationship between interpersonal communication
and intertextual communication.

Fourth: There is a significant relationship between interpersonal communication
and interactive communication.

Fifth: There is a significant relationship between inter-subjective communication
and inter-textual communication.

Sixth: There is a significant relationship between interactive communication and
intertextual communication.

CONCLUSION

Intercultural communication was investigated in four basic areas, including
interpersonal communication, intertextual communication, mental communication,
and interactive communication, and the findings showed that there is a meaningful
interaction and relationship between all aspects. Students from countries that have a
lower level of intertextual and intersubjective communication have a lower level of
interpersonal and interactive communication, and on the contrary, students who
have stronger intertextual and intersubjective communication are more successful in



2. Friendship and sincerity: What is your level of sincerity and comfort (to the
point of revealing personal secrets or trust) with the concerned students?

3. Disagreement and opacity: What is the extent of your differences, opacity,
hostility and annoyance with the relevant students?

Intertextual communication:

1. Customs: How much familiar are you with the customs of the relevant
nationality?

2. Texts and literature: How much familiar are you with the texts and literature
of the respective nationality?

3. Honors and personalities: How much familiar are you with the honors and
personalities of the respective nationality?

4. Native and national language: How much familiar are you with the native
language of the respective nation?

Intersubjective communication:

1. Previous impression: What was your impression of the relevant students
before entering Al-Mustafa community?

2. Current perception: What is your current perception of the relevant students?
Interactive communication:

3. Economic interaction: How is your cooperation and economic deal with the
relevant students?

4. Scientific discussion: What is the level of your scientific discussions with the
relevant students?

Reliability and validity of the research tool: The validity of the questionnaire was
tested through consulting trustees and experts. In addition, in order to strengthen it,
the questionnaire was designed in a semi-open form to eliminate the initial flaws at
the beginning, but in the final stage, the questions were given to the target community
in the closed format.

The statistical population of the study is foreign students at the Al-Mustafa
University i.e. Pakistan (40 people), India (40 people), Afghanistan (40 people),
Azerbaijan (30 people) and African nationalities (30 people) who stayed at least one
year in Iran.

Sample size: About 180 students from each country, 30-50 people of different
genders at Al-Mustafa University were selected.
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INTRODUCTION

Intercultural communication emerges when people with different cultures or
subcultures are related to each other (Cohen, 3001, 46), and this phenomenon has the
ability to grow and develop more in international universities that have students of
different nationalities. Al-Mustafa University has provided this opportunity for Iran
as well as for other students of Islamic sciences from different nationalities and
cultures to promote, publish and evolve Islamic culture during their studies in a
purposeful, interactive and active communication framework. Deeper and wider
communication between students will help in accelerating and deepening the goals
of this educational and cultural institution and improving the personality of students.

This article seeks to answer the following questions:

1. What is the formulation of dimensions of intercultural communication
among foreign students at Al-Mustafa University in Mashhad?

2. Isthere any interaction (meaningful relationship) between these dimensions?
PURPOSE

Knowing the dimensions that form the structure and process of intercultural
communication in order to find the facilitating factors and effective barriers in the
intercultural communication of foreign students seems to be necessary, and it is
possible to know the communication factors and obstacles of policymakers and
educational managers and take necessary measures to strengthen policies and
guidelines.

METHODOLOGY

The current research method is a survey type which relies on the operational
definition and experimental measurement of variables, sampling and hypothesis
testing and generalization of the results. The quantitative data analysis also uses some
software such as SPSS and the Likert for classification and reliability measurement is
done by Cronbach's alpha method while hypotheses testing and significance level
measurement of variables is done by Pearson's correlation coefficient.

The tool for collecting the necessary information was a questionnaire that used in
face-to-face interviews. The questionnaire that was provided to the target community
is as follows. To explain the four areas of intercultural communication, 11 questions
were asked related to four areas:

Interpersonal communication:

1. Family friendship: How much is your friendship and family association with
respective students?
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ABSTRACT

The presence of foreign students in Iran is one of the most important platforms where one can
understand the depth and dimensions of intercultural communication. Such a communication
includes interpersonal, intertextual, intersubjective and interactive ones leading to common
understanding and connection between actors from different cultural fields. The purpose of this
article is to show the different dimensions of intercultural communication among foreign students
at Al-Mustafa University in Mashhad. Here intercultural communication has been examined with
an emphasis on socializing and friendship in the interpersonal dimension; on familiarity with
language and literature, customs and cultural heritage in the inter-textual dimension; on the
perceptions before and after attending the university in the inter-mental dimension; on exchange
and economic interaction and in the political dimension, with emphasis on the differences and
animosity in the relationships between people with different cultural backgrounds. This research
was conducted based on a disproportionate stratified sample consisting of 180 foreign students from
India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Azerbaijan and African countries. The results show that, firstly, there
is a meaningful interaction between the four dimensions of intercultural communication; Secondly,
the amount of intercultural communication among students is average or below average. Thirdly,
acquaintance of students with language, literature, and culture and having a positive perception of
each other create common understanding, which in turn strengthens and facilitates their
intercultural communication. Fourthly, distrust, stereotyped and ethnocentric thinking, and the
lack of a common language hinder the formation of stable and effective intercultural
communication.
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function and role inside the nonfiction to analyze and criticize the structures of
domination and oppression of the host society and overcome such situations by
presenting true awareness. According to Adorno, this function is an important role
of art.

NOVELTY

In this study, three significant points can be considered as the turning points
compared to previous studies, especially domestic ones in Iran: First, most previous
Iranian studies paid attention to the causes and contexts of migration but paid less
attention to the reason and nature of these changes and their relationships with the
discourse of the story. Second, there are few domestic studies about migration
literature using fictional genres (nonfiction) and thus it is impossible to compare the
results of this study. Third, most of these studies often focused on the construction of
female immigrants in the Afghan society rather than in the host (destination) society.
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PURPOSE

The present study aims to investigate the construction of the concept of female
Afghan immigrants in contemporary fictional literature of Afghanistan to identify
their representations in the literary genre of essay (short story), interpret them based
on the cultural context of the host country and explain the nature of its identity as a
new situation in evaluating the immigrants’ problems.

METHODOLOGY

The nonfiction "Border" from the collection of short stories "Why Shouldn’t Make
Darkness My God? by Masoumeh Jafari, a contemporary Afghan writer, was selected
as a sample and analyzed and studied with the theoretical insight of Homi K. Bhabha
and Theodor W. Adorno, using the Seymour Chatman's narrative analysis in three
sections, story, discourse, and ideology, to reveal its narrative language and
ideological positions on the concept of female Afghan immigrants.

FINDINGS

The nonfiction "Border" is about a young Afghan immigrant girl who, on the one
hand, has experienced a kind of forced migration due to the unfavorable economic
and security conditions of Afghanistan and their effects on the normal routine of her
family's daily life, and on the other hand, due to her father's final decision to leave
Afghanistan. Therefore, she has been living in Iran with her family for 17 years.
According to this story, as the girl steps into her youth, she faces an identity crisis, a
wandering identity crisis, as she is not only unable to adapt to the host country, but
also cannot forget the memory of her motherland, as if this feeling of wandering,
longing, confusion, and displacement has no end for her. Meanwhile, the life
conditions and bitter experiences have given the main character the ability to
overcome the slippery border and weakness created by migration through awareness,
will, and existential capacities; hence, with an informed and critical mind, especially
regarding the identity crises experienced in Iran, she curiously and demandingly
searches for a new way to overcome identity sufferings and achieve a normal life free
from any anxiety and regret. Therefore, the young girl decides to re-immigrate to a
new land and not her homeland to achieve a life free from stress and regret.

CONCLUSION

This research represents a combination of characteristics, mental state, behavioral
patterns, social status, and familial and social relations reflected from the young
Afghan immigrant girl in the nonfiction "Border" as an example of female Afghan
immigrants' situation abroad (Iran) and implies that the complexity of the identity
process occurs not only at the intersection of conflicting cultures or civilizations but
also at the intersection of politics and power relations. Critical art (contemporary
fictional literature of Afghanistan, using the nonfiction genre) has utilized its
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INTRODUCTION

More than 99 years have passed since the emergence of Afghan fictional literature
which has experienced many ups and downs and borne the heavy responsibility of
social, political, and cultural developments in this century because literature, both
poetry and fiction, enters the arena in the midst of the development and is
represented with a special language. In the field of Afghan fiction, women entered
this literature a quarter of a century later and continued to step forward, although not
continuously. Simultaneously with extensive social and political development, female
Afghans started to write and represent the social realities with a special perspective
according to new emerging conditions that had facilitated their contribution to social
issues (Rafizadeh, 2018, 2). The conditions of the last four decades of war and conflict
in Afghanistan, among which immigration was an inevitable consequence, affected
many writers there as the biographies of many Afghan writers indicate that most of
them have been migrating a part of their lives in two or three countries (Mosavi and
Hosseini, 2021, 402) and they have represented their lived experiences from this
reality in stories and novels. Given the cultural conditions of Afghanistan and the
minor roles of women in the social arenas, immigration has caused many
opportunities and hardships for Afghan women, and thus these facts have been used
as a basis for reflection in fictional literature. In particular, female writers have
considered the phenomenon of immigration with a special view from a feminine
perspective and represented it in their works (Rafizadeh, 2018, 3). Therefore, raising
the knowledge of female Afghans about their status in society has been an important
development in recent decades. Women and related issues have been important
topics in Afghan fictional literature. The categories such as "woman", "Afghan
woman", and "Afghan immigrant woman", and their conceptual constructs in the
context of critical art are considered important parameters in identifying the value
importance of these women. Due to this knowledge, women describe these situations
with a critical view. The evaluation of Afghanistan's fictional literature not only
introduces the general situation of Afghan society, but also provides researchers with
the concerns, dreams, opportunities, and collective feelings that are reflected in this
type of literature (Rafizadeh, 2018, 2). Therefore, the examination of novels,
collections of contemporary stories, and nonfiction by female Afghan writers as
active members of this society, who have deeply tolerated and understood the pain of
inequality and different kinds of violence against women (Hoseynansari, 2019) can
provide the context to explore and reflect the appearance and position of migrant
women or types of misogyny from many novels and stories, and also criticize social
traditions, inequalities, the fight against traditional values of patriarchy, and express
the oppression on Afghan immigrant women with a careful approach to fictional
literature and the worldview of contemporary female Afghan writers.


https://contemporarylit.ihcs.ac.ir/?_action=article&au=90312&_au=o%2Cforoh++mosavi&lang=en
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ABSTRACT

Nonfiction is a new type of narrative literature influenced by the praxis of cultural-political
discourses in the representation of reality. The dominant discourse seeks to display its desired
patterns of action and life, with fictional literature being one of its channels. This study was
conducted with the aim to highlight the semantic construction of Afghan immigrant women in the
contemporary fictional literature in Afghanistan through the theoretical perspective of Homi K.
Bhabha and Theodor W. Adorno. It also aims to identify the representations of these women in the
nonfiction literary genre and interpret them according to the cultural context of the destination. To
achieve this goal, “Border” from Why Shouldn’t Make Darkness My God? A collection of short
stories by Masoumeh Jafari, a contemporary Afghan writer, was selected as the case study. It was
analyzed using Seymour Chatman's narrative method in three sections of story, discourse, and
ideology to illustrate the concept of Afghan immigrant women from lingual and ideological
perspectives. The findings show that the identity of Afghan immigrant women was changed
according to the cultural discourse governing the society, leading to identity diffusion (confusion)
and their re-immigration to new land rather than their homeland to deal with this crisis. The
interruption and cultural interference of the host society with the Afghan immigrant women is
represented through the marginal and protesting voice of the author of "Border” to the existing
situation and the context of the dominant realities, reflecting the "critical" function and
"emancipation” of art in the analysis and criticism of the structures of domination and oppression.

Keywords: Afghan immigrant woman, contemporary fiction literature, identity diffusion, narrative
analysis, nonfiction of border
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application of the network analysis method to identity-related issues stands out as
strength of this research. The findings have the potential to reveal divergent and
convergent points in the social identity of youths, thereby influencing macro-level
policies effectively.
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Figure 1. Structural relations model based on standard regression coefficients

CONCLUSION

The core question addressed in this study regarding the criteria of the network of
identity resources among teenagers is as follows: Identity sources are diverse and
intertwined. Ethnic social structures significantly impact the hierarchy of identity
prominence among youths, with social factors influencing relations between identity
sources in the selection of a central identity. This meaning is corroborated by the
theory of symbolic interaction, where an individual's resistant resources coexist
harmoniously, devoid of conflict. Analytically, this situation's formation signifies the
realization and prevalence of various borrowings, intermingling, and exchanges
between different dimensions of the self or individual identity.

NOVELTY

One limitation of this research is the extensive sample size and the associated
constraints in data collection across five different provinces. However, this limitation
serves as strength, as efforts were made to prioritize accuracy over generalization.
Identity is an extensively researched topic in the field of social sciences, and the



It is worth noting that the political structure of ethnic identity does not directly
correlate with the structures of ethnic identity dimensions. Instead, the political
aspect of ethnic identity aligns with the orientation towards fundamental values of
modernity. The analysis suggests a high separation rate of teenagers towards ethnic
politics, influenced by social relations in the sample areas. Ethnic groups in these
regions often maintain connections with neighboring countries, and the social and
economic relations across borders contribute to a deeper understanding of the global
dimensions of identity. Considering the newness of politics within the dimensions of
ethnic identity, especially in the modern era and amidst the political dimensions of
national identity, conflicting views are possible. Factors such as global media
consumption, international communication, and a comparison of the tribes on both
sides of the border can contribute to this complexity.

Table 1. Goodness indicators of research model fit

Fit Goodness Indicators Optimum Original Model Modified Model
X2 Nil 1663/9 259/1
Df >0 71 32
P >.05 0/000 0/000
CMIN/DF 2<&<3 23/4 4/6
IFI >.90 0/815 0/987
NFI >.90 0/808 0/983
CFI >.90 0/814 0/986
TLI >.90 0/762 0/961
RFI =.90 0/754 0/951
RMSEA <0.08 0/112 0/045

The table presents various indices for model fit before and after model
modification. Goodness-of-fit indices of structural equation modeling indicate that,
following corrections in the model, the mean chi-square value (x2) is 148.1 with 32
degrees of freedom and a significance level of p > 0.001. Other fit indices, including
the normative fit index (NFI = 0.983), relative fit index (RFI = 0.951), incremental fit
index (IFI = 0.987), Tucker-Lewis fit index (TLI = 0.961), and comparative fit index
(CFI =0.986), affirm the model's fit. The inclusion of model modification suggestions
resulted in new relationships being defined, and the recalculated fit indices, as
reported in the relevant column, indicate acceptable results. Overall, the modified
model demonstrates acceptable fit with the data and is approved.
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INTRODUCTION

One of the key concerns highlighted by cultural officials and policymakers in the
post-revolution era, particularly in recent decades, revolves around the challenge of
an identity crisis. This crisis, stemming from the intersection of three cultural
dimensions—Iranian, Islamic, and Western—and their prolonged interaction has
created significant hurdles and inflicted damage upon the Iranian identity. In this
context, adolescents and young people find themselves grappling with the
complexities of socialization and acculturation, facing an abnormality that manifests
as an identity crisis (Afshani and Mousavi Nadushan, 2014).

PURPOSE

Given this backdrop, focusing on various facets of youths’ identity and exploring the
sources and relationships within that identity becomes imperative. This attention is
a prerequisite for crafting programs and policies aimed at fostering personal
development, self-confidence, empathy, national solidarity, commitment, and
responsibility. The acknowledgment of adaptability, national preferences, and pride
in the unfulfilled insider culture is vital (Jamshidi Kohsari and Mirshah Jafari, 2008).
This research aims to analyze the network identity of teenagers belonging to five
ethnic groups—Azeri, Kurdish, Turkmen, Baluch, and Arab—residing in Urmia,
Sanandaj, Gorgan, Zahedan, and Ahvaz. Additionally, the study seeks to investigate
the components of the identity network and compare it across different ethnicities.

METHODOLOGY

This research delves into the network of relationships among activists (youths) based
on demographic characteristics such as age, gender, father's occupation, ethnicity,
religion, etc., and identity sources (quadruple identities). The implications arising
from these connections are thoroughly analyzed and interpreted. The research is
motivated by a curiosity to examine the relationships within the network, the
communication dynamics between identity sources, and the characteristics of actors,
all from the perspective of network analysis.

FINDINGS

Analysis of the identity resources network among adolescents in Ahvaz, Zahedan,
Gorgan, Urmia, and Sanandaj reveals that civil identity is not correlated with other
structures of identity resources. This lack of connection extends to structures within
the realm of national identity and other dimensions as well. Among teenagers, civil
identity seems to encompass laws within the national structure, accepted without
justification, whether ethnically, religiously, or nationally. Civic identity directly
influences an individual's socialization, with dimensions that exist outside the general
framework of socialization, such as social-cultural dimensions or national political
behavior, forming a model separate from other social spheres.
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ABSTRACT

The phenomena, through which, a person knows himself and others is an identity. The purpose of this
study is to investigate the situation and analyze identity networks of youths from different ethnicities
as well as to understand their complexities and priorities. Highlighting these networks can help us
understand the identity patterns of Iranian teenagers. As such, the identity elements of youths have
been investigated based on the compositional theoretical framework. In this research, a quantitative
approach was taken using a survey technique and the data collection tool was a questionnaire. The
statistical population consisted of youths in the cities of Zahedan, Ahvaz, Urmia, Sanandaj and Gorgan.
In this study, the statistical sample includes 2000 people. After collecting the data, SPSS, AMOS and
UCINET software were used and the dimensions of identity were drawn in the form of tables and
graphs. With reference to the analysis of the network of identity resources of youths, it can be said that
civic identity is not related to the rest of identity resources, and this lack of connection includes the
structures within the range of national identity as well as the remaining structures of identity
dimensions. Referring to this issue, it seems that cultural structures play an infrastructural and
fundamental role in identifying adolescence, and the behavioral, historical and political dimensions of
identity are influenced by culture and since the culture element is motivational, cognitive and
behavioral; it is the main factor of communication between all identity domains of a person.
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ethnic and religious biases, establishing constructive interactions, focusing on
commonalities and concord among religions, and engaging in collective actions
aligned with the goals can all lead to a reduction in differences and the approximation
of religions and sects.

NOVELTY

Although numerous studies have been conducted on the characteristics of religious
convergence and the importance of interfaith interactions, there have been fewer
investigations into the factors and forces leading to divergence and distance between
religions and sects. The significance of this issue is particularly felt in Iran, a country
known for its notable ethnic and religious diversity, specifically in Sistan and
Baluchestan province. Therefore, efforts have been made in this study to address this
research gap to some extent.
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exclusive intra-group interactions," and "the perpetuation of derogatory behaviors in
collective interactions." As per the findings, it must be acknowledged that conditions
conducive to religious and sectarian conflicts are still being observed in the province.
Nevertheless, the requirement of today's world is constructive interaction and mutual
communication to improve the quality of life in all dimensions. Unfortunately, that
process of interactions between religions, ethnicities, and sects either do not take
shape or develop at slow pace or most often encounter with problems due to power
dynamics and sometimes under the influence of traditionalist atmospheres within
different societies. This is akin to the theory of clash of civilizations which suggests
cultural clashes. It must be noted that countries with rich cultural and religious
diversity like Iran, necessary measures have not been taken to create conducive
environment for resolving conflicts between religions and sects, and actions against
certain political and governing bodies involved in propagating discord and
divisiveness. This claim is substantiated by the current research data, as almost all
participants with diverse ethnic and religious backgrounds emphasized the existence
of ethnic and religiously-motivated discrimination in various areas of social life,
hence, this inequality and injustice is a clear reason for the emergence of conflicts
between religions.

CONCLUSION

The research results testify the role of religious scholars in instigating conflicts
between religions and sects. People's sensitivity towards the words and actions of
religious scholars is greater in societies which are under the influence of a theocratic
government, and the basis of policymaking is ideological and the clergy themselves.
Since the majority of people perceive religious figures and scholars as the
representatives of their religion, it is a bit natural that the people are more influenced
by this group in religious matters and related issues. As this research has
demonstrated, the biases and sometimes irrational and unwise attitudes of certain
religious scholars, as well as their contradictory speeches and behaviors in personal
and social matters, have been sources for changing people's perceptions of the overall
religion and, ultimately, in creating distance between religions and sects. Given the
necessity of constructive interaction for comprehensive development in Sistan and
Baluchestan province, where people suffer from numerous problems and
deprivation, it is essential to create a platform for open and logical dialogue between
religions and sects. This includes the need to eliminate ethnic and religious
discrimination in employment, granting important managerial and executive
responsibilities, and offering urban and rural privileges. Adopting a national and
non-sectarian perspective in solving citizens' problems and implementing unity-
oriented educational programs in schools and universities can also help promote
harmony. Additionally, mutual respect among followers of different religions and
sects, acceptance of others, recognition of minority rights, refraining from extreme
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INTRODUCTION

This research focuses on the role of conflicting forces in disrupting interactions
between religions and sects in Sistan and Baluchestan province. This province
possesses rich and, at the same time, resilient ethnic and religious characteristics,
making it an excellent case study. In other words, considering its diverse ethnic and
religious environment, the issue of interaction or distance between religions in this
province can be a highly significant subject for study and therefore, this topic was
chosen for this research.

PORPUSE

The main objective of this research is to answer the questions: What role does
conflicting forces play in creating distance or discord among their followers? What
factors contribute to the distancing between religious and sectarian groups? As such,
the current study concentrates on studying the underlying factors that lead to the
emergence of distance between religions and sects in Sistan and Baluchestan
province.

METHODOLOGY

As said before, the research has been conducted in the framework of qualitative study
and is based on the grounded theory. For that purpose, interviews were conducted
with 25 young people from different regions of Sistan and Baluchistan who have been
living in Zahedan. Following the principle of theoretical sampling, semi-structured
interviews were conducted with the participants. The findings were coded and
analyzed using the Strauss and Corbin method. Approximately 95 meaningful
concepts were extracted from what was collected from the interviewees. These
concepts were then synthesized into 7 main and more abstract categories and 16
subcategories in axial coding.

FINDINGS

In this research, the central and core category is "conflicting forces and disintegration
of interactions between religions and sects" that consistently emerges from the data
to which all other main categories is relate with. The central phenomenon shows how
cultural conditions resulting from ethnic and religious values, as well as social,
economic, and political circumstances, contribute to religious polarization and
distancing between religions in Sistan and Baluchestan. The above core issue is called
so because it is constructed from the categories i.e. "reduced trust in religious
authorities,” "unjust social structure and disintegration of religious interactions,"
"integration of religious and ethnic affiliation and the construction of biased group
identities," "
"economic and cultural geography as a social divisive factor,

dominance of a non-interactional and divisive culture between religions,"
propagation of

"on



Journal of Iranian Cultural Research, 17(1), 35-63, Winter 2024

' Shirdel, E., & Zarbi Ghalehhammami, Sh. (2024). Reasons for intensified distance between
. 0 the followers of different religions and sects in Sistan and Baluchestan Province. Journal of
Q Iranian Cultural Research, 17(1), 35-63. doi: 10.22035/JICR.2023.3130.3440

d ! https://doi.org/10.22035/JICR.2023.3130.3440 URL: http://www jicr.ir/article_497 html
2008-1847 / © The Authors. This is an open access article under the CC BY 4.0 license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0).

Research Paper

Reasons for intensified distance between the followers of
different religions and sects in Sistan and Baluchestan
Province

Elham Shirdel*!, Shakib Zarbi Ghalehhammami’
Received: Nov. 24,2022;  Accepted: Sep. 11,2023

ABSTRACT

The study emphasizes the exacerbated areas of conflict and distance between religions and sects in
Iran’s southeastern province of Sistan and Baluchestan. Within the framework of a qualitative study
and based on the grounded theory, interviews were conducted with 25 young people from different
regions of Sistan and Baluchistan who have been living in Zahedan over a six-month period. Following
the principle of theoretical sampling, semi-structured interviews were conducted with the participants.
The findings were coded and analyzed through the Strauss and Corbin method. In open coding, the
interviews were read multiple times, resulting in the extraction of approximately 95 meaningful
concepts. These were then synthesized into 7 main and abstract categories as well as 16 subcategories.
Finally, a core category "conflicting forces and disintegration of interactions between religions and
sects,” which is comprehensive and concise, was extracted capturing all the main categories and
narrative of the data. This research demonstrates that factors such as discrimination, non-acceptance
of others, lack of wisdom among some religious scholars, and the absence of free discourse in a socio-
cultural context shaped by economic problems and influenced by geographical factors as well as the
intervention of factors such as extreme ethnic and religious prejudices, led to the formation of an
extremist and biased network with internal and external interests, which work towards preventing
interaction between religions and sects. The outcome of this process is humiliating and insulting
actions of people, as well as a change in their perception of religion.
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country of the target language, i.e., Iran, and are closely intertwined with Iranian life
and culture. Being exposed to Persian language and being in the Iranian
environment show them the real world of the Persian language.

CONCLUSION

The need for the development, preparation and instruction of intercultural
communication skills is felt more than in the past due to the proliferation in
communication and the need for communication itself. For this purpose, authors in
the Persian language field need to include culture in the Persian language teaching
books, as merely teaching the language does not suffice the need of the learners.

Since, according to the information obtained from Farsi learners, the discussion
of culture always has a special attraction in foreign language classes; teachers can
also use this attraction and challenge the language learners in the class. By choosing
various materials or topics, different aspects of culture can be used, especially for
language learners who have been in the host country to learn it. Language learners
might encounter culture shock at the beginning; as a consequence, highlighting
cultural similarities is of particular prominence to create a sense of security and
comfort in language learners. For this purpose, cultural universals can be used.
Referring to topics that exist in most countries helps a lot to create this sense of
security and a better feeling towards learning a new language. For instance, cultural
events such as Mother’s Day, Teacher’s Day, and New Year celebrations exist in
most cultures.

NOVELTY

In the sense that this research deals with this issue, it gives a clearer picture of the
views of non-Iranian Persian learners about intercultural communication
competence in Persian language classes, but it is suggested that more researches
should be conducted to investigate the perspectives of language learners with
different nationalities. Supplementary to this, each Persian learner learns Persian
language for some reasons. Therefore, knowing about their interests and needs
helps the authors know about their requirements. Studies like this help select
cultural topics based on their findings.

The bottom line is that learning intercultural communication competence along
with linguistic competence enables learners to prevent any misunderstandings and
have more accurate and attractive interactions in the real world of Persian speakers.
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METHODOLOGY

The current research is a quantitative that uses a field method and a questionnaire
to examine the views of language learners on various aspects of intercultural
communication competence and learning culture in Persian language classes.

A questionnaire consisting of fourteen sections is the research tool, which is
taken from the study of Lewis Serko (2005), and the response to its three items is
‘yes’ or ‘no’. The range of choices in the questionnaire is not the same. Cronbach’s
alpha coefficient for the items on the Likert scale in the questionnaire was 0.749,
which confirms its reliability.

FINDINGS

The results show that native Persian teachers have sufficient capability and
information about the subject area and they easily provide it to the students, thereby
helping them in improving the level of intercultural communication competence.
However, based on the results, Persian learners are not satisfied with the amount of
information received from the teachers about historical, political and cultural issues.

Since improving the level of intercultural knowledge is the goal, the teachers
help to some extent to teach the culture or enhance the intercultural knowledge of
learners. Nevertheless, their efforts are not adequate; and students have more desire
to learn culture and deal with cultural components in the class. Based on the
assessment of language learners, teachers can lead classroom activities in a direction
where learners can share their cultural views, beliefs and values that can help
enhance cultural awareness and, as a result, their cultural competence.

Language learners view that more time is devoted to teaching language than
culture. This belief stems from the fact that linguistic knowledge is the criterion for
learners’ assessment and achievement at the end of the course; and culture has no
role in their level of success. As the majority of language learners come to Iran for
academic or vocational purposes to learn Persian language, they set the level of
scientific skill as a criterion and are satisfied with the performance of teachers in
this field. But they are not quite contented with the amount of teachers’
encouragement.

What language learners think about intercultural instruction, the reason for
their choice is that it opens up their minds, because it makes them find a new
perspective of different cultures and countries. Participating in class discussions and
getting to know learners of different nationalities can broaden students’” horizons.

Besides, the findings revealed that Persian learners are very familiar with real life
and Iranian culture. The reason for this is that compared to those who study Farsi as
a foreign language in their countries, the participants of this research live in the host
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INTRODUCTION

With the expansion of the communicative approach in language teaching, culture is
recognized as an inextricable part; and its incorporation in language teaching and
learning is acknowledged to be inevitable throughout the world. The inclusion of
culture in language teaching enables learners to speak and write correctly by
recognizing complex cultural aspects (Crozet & Liddicoat, 2003). Learners, who
achieve intercultural competence, develop a more positive attitude and motivation
and cope with other cultures more easily while enhancing understanding of their
own culture. Consequently, teaching culture is indispensable if creating meaningful
interactions with native speakers is the ultimate goal of communicative language
learning.

Culture encompasses different dimensions, with some of its parts being less
perceptible or not perceptible at all, including those in the lower parts of the iceberg.
They can only be discerned, speculated, or learned. It often seems that there is no
proper understanding of the underlying culture that shapes different cultural
dimensions of a society.

Additionally, the upper level of culture is sometimes known as the conscious
part which includes behaviors, customs and language of a nation. The lower or
subconscious part of culture is situated beneath it and encompasses communication
styles and rules, beliefs, values and thought patterns.

PURPOSE

The extent to which the training of intercultural communication skills is taken into
consideration in Persian language teaching classes for non-Persian speakers is of
immense significance. Every culture has its own standards and norms differing
from another. Some of them can be entirely different and opposite to other culture.
As aresult, communication problems may arise between speakers who do not know
the norms of other cultures (Cakir, 2006, p. 157).
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ABSTRACT

Considering the paramount influence of culture on linguistic communication among human beings,
the expansion of intercultural communication competence in learners in the process of language
learning is highly imperative. Due to the lack of field research on this subject, the present study
intends to investigate non-Iranian Persian language learners’ views on culture and intercultural
communication competence. The study sample consists of 104 Persian language learners from
different countries who are studying in Iran. The results of this study are based on the analysis of the
data obtained via a structured questionnaire. Accordingly, Persian language learners believed that
instructors enhanced their language skills and enabled them to use Persian for academic purposes.
But they argued that the level of motivation of teachers to teach them was not satisfactory. In
addition, the findings revealed that, since the participants were residing in Iran at the time of the
study, they were largely familiar with the country, culture, and people of Iran. However, they were
not satisfied with the amount of time devoted to culture and intercultural communication skills in
Persian language textbooks intended for non-Persian speakers. One of the implications of the study
was that intercultural communication skills need to be addressed in Persian language classrooms so
that the learners could acquire intercultural communication competence.
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In other words, communication
between individuals with different cultures
or sub-cultures in a wider culture can be
called intercultural. One of the reasons for
this naming is the feeling of distinction of
one person from another. Therefore, the
domain of intercultural communication can
be much wider than what is being currently
discussed in this field of study.

Despite the fact that studies and
researches  related to  intercultural
communication has become an important
academic discipline in many universities
around the world, unfortunately in Iran,
which is heavily involved in intercultural
communication with different nations, both
inside and outside, this field of study has
not yet received serious attention either at
academic level or social level. What is more
regrettable and surprising is very limited
authored and translated books in this field.

Taking into account this scenario,
the author tried to translate and compile
the most important book in the field of
intercultural communication by William
B. Gudykunst entitled "Theorizing about
Intercultural Communication" (Gudykunst,
2016) in two volumes that published by
Imam Sadiq University Publications in 2016.

This book contains the most important
ideas in the intercultural communication
field. In other words, this is an encyclopedia
of intercultural communication that has
presented theoretical aspects in a wide and
comprehensive way.

One of the problems of theoretical
topics, especially in their teaching at the
university level, is the lack of researches or
case studies about related theories. In fact,
theoretical approaches are not accompanied
by practical studies, and this itself creates a
kind of abstract orientation in the mind,
which is far from practical utility.

On the other side, their validity can
be evaluated by combining theoretical
approaches with practical examples, hence;
there is possibility of theoretical and
practical matching.

By this way, this special issue on
Intercultural Communication, the journal
has tried to publish a number of articles
related to this field in a thematic form, which
have been written to a large extent with a
practical approach and using intercultural
theories; with the hope that professors,
researchers and students will make more
efforts and enrich this important field
of communication with wider research
activities.
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SPECIAL EDITOR'S NOTE
Intercultural Communication

Hasan Bashir!

The intercultural communication is one
of the important fields of communication,
which requires more research and attention
due to the expansion of intercultural
philosophical studies. One of the reasons
for the importance of this field is the
formation of various communications that
play an essential role in the image-building
and branding of nations and cultures.

The more objective presence of this
type of communication is caused by the
mobility and movement of human beings in
real and virtual spaces where intercultural
communication should expand from the
limited circle of face-to-face to everyone-
to-everyone communication and do not
stop in individual or interpersonal or even
group domain.

By the way, one of the important
discussions in this field is whether different
cultures mean those of other nations,
or whether a multicultural society with
different people and cultures falls under the
intercultural communication category.

The communication between people
with different cultures in a society cannot
be called intercultural based on the
intercultural communication discipline.
Probably, one of the reasons is that it is

not possible to make a serious distinction
between the people of a society dominated
by common culture. What distinguish
such a society are views, behaviors and
rituals that can be affected by the history
and geography as well as intergenerational
education in particular regions.

Despite the fact that the aforementioned
situation has not yet entered the serious
discussions of intercultural communication,
but it can be said that various topics have
been raised in this field that can create
a change in the existing perspectives
although, some of the definitions in this
field are indicative of the scope of examples
of intercultural communication in different
situations. For brevity, here, a definition is
being mentioned and explained.

Fred E. Jandt believes that "intercultural
communication emerges at the time when
people with different cultures or sub-
cultures communicate with each other"
(Jandt, 1995: 408). According to him, one of
the reasons for intercultural communication
is the feeling of being different. He says that
"a person strives to know the secrets of
intercultural communication when he sees
himself different from others in a cultural
sense"(Ibid, 1885:7).
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