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ABSTRACT

Tolerance” is among the approaches that Hafez has diligently emphasized either
implicitly or explicitly. The aim of the research is to make the symptoms of tolerance
visible in Hafez’s thought in connection with the basic motifs that dominate the eighth
century AH. The article is based on the question of what the “most pivotal constituent
elements of the eighth century”, “symptoms of tolerance in Hafez’s thought” are and how
the “interconnection of the political, cultural, social and economic formations that
dominated the eighth century on the one hand and the phenomenal manifestation of
tolerance in Hafez’s mind on the other” are structured. Hafez's poetry collection, along
with reliable commentaries, historical sources and interview statements of 20 faculty
members from selected humanities disciplines, are the data sources of the study.
Following note-taking from library resources and conducting interviews, data mining was
conducted using the content analysis method. Based on the findings, Hafez's era is visible
in terms of 5 themes: "institutional dependence of religion and knowledge on political
power", "unstable construction of power; increasing political insecurity", "the dignity of
hypocrisy and deceit; the humiliation of morality and norms", “the decline of official
religiosity, the rise of mysticism and coded language”, and "shortage of livelihood;
erosion of social coexistence". In addition, 6 themes including "openness in the face of

nons

harsh criticism", "internalizing moral criticism and suspending judicial violence against

"non non

others", "abandoning judgment in the shadow of kindness", "plurality of meaning in the
horizon of the unity of life", "patient action in the field" and "thoughtful action in refusing
conflict" constitute the constituent components of tolerance in Hafez's thought.
"Institutional violence refusal," "recognition of difference and plurality," along with
"protection of innate foundations and cultural and religious commonalities," "institutional
consolidation of the tradition of criticism and dialogue," and "deepening of vocabulary in
a reflective and non-violent confrontation with the hardships, conflicts, and complexities
inherent in everyday life," are among the fundamental implications of Hafez's tolerant
thought in connection with today's Iranian society.
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INTRODUCTION

Tolerance is a fundamental concept in the field of social interactions; according to
most thinkers, the lack of constructive and positive interactions will confront
society with fundamental problems. In the past, due to the prevalence of macro
narrations, ideological and cultural differences in society have been less visible;
conversely, the expansion of various means of communication under today's
circumstances has created extensive and unprecedented interaction between social
actors at the local, national and international levels and has revealed a wide range of
cultural differences, confrontations and distinctions among social actors. In the
meantime, the expansion of the culture of tolerance, as an interwined set consisted
of social customs, religion, art, moral law and so on can play a major role in
enabling interaction and coexistence between social actors, despite the existence of
differences and contradictions between them. Experts in Persian language and
literature have unanimously considered Hafez to be the flagbearer of the culture of
tolerance. Tolerance in Hafez’s thought, while having historical aspects, also has
universal aspects that are relevant to today’s society. Hafez has artistically pursued
tolerance through a negative and critical confrontation with opposing concepts,
such as hypocrisy, lying, violence, selfishness, and pride. A review of Hafez’s life
and times indicates that Hafez’s belief and emphasis on tolerance did not develop
independently of the circumstances of the eighth century AH. The hardships of the
eighth century context have made him choose a special type of confrontation with
chaotic conditions while highlighting tolerance. Under such circumstances, Hafez,
in confronting the dominant formation of his time with the language of poetry,
addressed not only the people of the aforementioned time, but also the people of
subsequent periods in history.

PURPOSE

The aim of the present research is to study and explore those characteristics and
features of Hafez's time that have contributed to highlighting the culture of
tolerance and giving it importance in Hafez's thought. In addition, enumerating the
constructive themes of tolerance, according to Hafez's thought, constitutes another
major goal of the research.

METHODOLOGY

The present research is of a qualitative and exploratory nature; “the authentic
version of Hafez's poetry collection, corrected by Muhammad Qazvini and Qasim
Ghani”, “authentic commentaries of Hafez's poetry collection”, “written works
related to Hafez’s thought and ideas”, and “oral statements of expert faculty
members in selected humanities disciplines” are the three data sources of the study.
“Study of selected sources” and “purposeful note-taking, in a manner focused on
the study questions” and “in-depth and semi-structured interviews with 20 faculty



members in selected humanities disciplines” constitute the two main data collection
techniques of the research. Verses on tolerance in Hafez’s sonnets (ghazal) are the
unit of analysis of the research. In this study, Hafez's sonnets were first studied
verse by verse with great reflection, and 95 verses from Hafez's sonnets were
extracted from which the concept of tolerance could be inferred, as well as implicit
and explicit references to the social, political, cultural, and economic factors that
dominated Iran and Shiraz in the eighth century AH. The authors of the article, in
the data mining position, have focused on a deeper understanding of the underlying
meaning and discovery of hidden concepts in the collected data by employing the
"theme analysis" method. By applying the content analysis method, identification of
the main patterns, concepts, and themes have become possible. The validity and
reliability of the study were achieved by considering multiple strategies such as
relying on reliable sources, transparency of the analysis stages, data review by
interviewees, and continuous comparison of interpretive perceptions.

FINDINGS

The 11 themes constructed by the author of the article provide answers to the main
questions of the study. Among them, 5 themes represent the main motifs and
characteristics of Iran and Shiraz in the 8th century, and 6 themes represent the
symptoms of tolerance in Hafez's semantic and action system. The descriptive
themes of Hafez's era, included in the scope of historical Iran at that turbulent time,
have been constructed as follows, based on references to selected verses and the
statements of the interviewees:"institutional dependence of religion and knowledge
on political power", "unstable construction of power; increasing political
insecurity", "the dignity of hypocrisy and deceit; the humiliation of morality and
norms", “the decline of official religiosity, the rise of mysticism and coded

language”, and "shortage of livelihood; erosion of social coexistence""institutional
dependence of religion and knowledge on political power", "unstable construction
of power; increasing political insecurity", "the dignity of hypocrisy and deceit; the
humiliation of morality and norms", “the decline of official religiosity, the rise of
mysticism and coded language”, and "shortage of livelihood; erosion of social
coexistence". The concept of tolerance is depicted in selected verses from Hafez's
ghazals in the form of multiple themes:"openness in the face of harsh criticism",
"internalizing moral criticism and suspending judicial violence against others",
"abandoning judgment in the shadow of kindness", "plurality of meaning in the
won

horizon of the unity of life", "patient action in the field" and "thoughtful action in
refusing conflict"

CONCLUSION

In the present study, the authors have simultaneously attempted to reveal the
characteristics of the era of Hafez and to represent the manifestation of tolerance in
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the thought of Hafez Raz as the ‘“smartest choice” in the face of the pitiful
conditions of the “wonderful era” of the eighth century. At the most abstract level
possible, Hafez’s era evokes the “autumn of kindness and morality” and confirms
the “spring of violence and hypocrisy”; “widespread inequality”, “narrow
livelihood” and “untimely wages” can probably be considered the constituent
aspects of the economic sphere of that turbulent time; Finally, in the eighth century,
the “crisis of trust” and the “despair resulting from a horizonless society” are two
prominent indicators of the social field that deserve attention. Hafez,
simultaneously, as a critic and social reformer, in confronting the unpleasant
formations prevailing in his time, establishes “cultural-semantic reconstruction
regarding tolerance. The aforementioned contributions have had maximum echo in
Hafez’s poems, often by implication and interpretation, and sometimes by
clarification and emphasis. The manifestations of tolerance, are applicable to
various areas of individual and social life and different strata of society as well.
According to Hafez viewpoint, tolerance has multiple manifestations, including
"religious tolerance", "tolerance in the face of human error and weakness",
"tolerance with fate", "tolerance with the experience of suffering and reproach", and
the most familiar of all, "tolerance with the enemy". Hafez tries to establish the
capillary development of tolerance by intelligently selecting tolerance under the
three strategies of "moral self-mastery", "employing the language of ambiguity",
and "the act of avoiding confrontation in the field", fully developing it in the chaos
of individual and social life, and realizing his ultimate goal in elevating tolerance to
the level of social rationality. Hafez is a herald of a form of thinking that, while
blending with the historical context and situation, is also capable of being
transferred to other historical periods, including our present moment. By saturating
our memory with the tradition of tolerance, Hafez opens the way to the moderation
and mitigation of the conflicts that are intertwined in today's complex individual
and social relationships, and presents tolerance not in the form of tactics, but as a
strategy, and as a shining horizon for the non-violent people of the time.

NOVELTY

The original and innovative aspect of this study should be sought in the sociological
exploration of the authors of the article on the contents of Hafez's poetry collection.
Most studies conducted on Hafez have attempted to examine Hafez's thought from a
literary perspective and linguistic considerations, and have paid less attention to the
formalization of Hafez's thought from a sociological perspective. This study
considers the extensive levels of Hafez's thought on tolerance as indicative of the
conditions he lived in at the time, and based on this assumption, it has devoted its
efforts to identifying the social, political, economic, and cultural conditions
prevailing in Iran and Shiraz in the eighth century AH. This study has answered this
important question: why did tolerance appear to be so important and vital for



Hafez? Our study is considered very original and innovative in comparison with
other existing studies because it has selected its data sources simultaneously in a
combined manner (library data and interview dada as well) in order to discover the
meaning of tolerance from Hafez's perspective and also to represent the conditions
of Hafez's time.
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2. Marx

3. Engels

4. Pierre Bourdieu
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. Symbolic Interactionism

. Blumer

. Mead

. Berger

. Luckmann

. Rational Choice Theory (RCT)
. Coleman
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1. Stimulus- Response (S-R)
2. Skinner

3. Freud

4. Beck
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3. Morgenthau
4. Arendt

5. Dahl
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. Social Determination of Knowledge
. Determination

. Casuation

. Origination

. Interdependence

. Consistency

. Harmony

. Max Ferdinand Scheler (1874-1928)
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1. Karl Mannheim (1893-1947)
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