Journal of Iranian Cultural Research, 12(2), 133-152, Summer 2019

' Fotuhi, S., & Nematollah Fazeli (2019). The lived experience of the Nowdeshah’s
. 9 Frontiersmen of the Border Phenomenon. Journal of Iranian Cultural Research, 11(2),
= 133-152. doi: 10.22035/JICR.2019.394

Doi: https://dx.doi.org/10.22035/jicr.2019.394 URL: http://www jicr.ir/article_394.html

2008-1847 / © The Authors. This is an open access article under the CC BY 4.0 license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0).

The Lived Experience of the Nowdeshah’s
Frontiersmen of the Border Phenomenon

Sardar Fotuhi!, Nematolla Fazeli*
Received: Jan. 14,2019;  Accepted: Av. 09, 2019

Extended Abstract

The present study phenomenologicaly examines and analyzes the lived experience of
the Nowdeshah’ borderline residences. Based on a thematic analysis, four dimensions of
the lived experiences studied are identified consisting of the cultural, environmental,
economic and political experiences .In the cultural and environmental experience, the
border is considered as a limiting wall and a factor in the abandonment of human
communication, where as the political dimension is considered as a liberating frontier.
From the economic point of view, the situation is more complicated and there are three
different perspectives which are commonplace to the border phenomenon. The first
one believes that the border is "potentially life-limiting". In this perspective the border is
a barrier to economic relations, although it is necessary and might be existed and
accepted. This is due to that fact that without the border it is too difficult to live and
survive. In the second view, the border is seen as “liberalization of the market.” In this
sense, the frontier makes the two countries’ economies more interconnected, and there
is a two-way exchange between them, which does not provide for foreign cities. In the
third approach, the border is considered as "deprivation from the center". In this view
the border is seen an obstacle to development, and even to the acquisition of amenities.
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INTRODUCTION

In traditional societies, the phenomenon of border is more linguistic, religious, and
cultural, however in the modern age the border makes sense in the context of state.
Until a decade ago, the border was seen as not important because of globalization
and the post-modern standpoint; but now due to various reasons, such as
insecurity, borders are taken serious and strengthened and controlled. In this
situation, almost of those who live near the borders are controlled nearly to half of
their space around (north, south, east or west). The lived experiences of these
borderline residences are quite different from those people who are out near of
borderlands. However, in previous studies, they have not attention to this aspect of
research, and have considered pathological approach to the issue of the border and
the Frontiersmen. The results indicate fertility, population growth, literacy, and life
expectancy are an inappropriate situation.

PURPOSE

Iran's Kurdistan with Iraqi Kurdistan is very similar in terms of culture, religion,
language and ethnicity, but it is the political boundary that has discarded the life
world's people in this two territories. Based on this fact, the present research
examines and analyzes the lived experience of the Nowdeshah’ borderline
residences from phenomenology approach. The purpose of the research is to answer
the following questions: How does understanding the boundary in the minds of
these Frontiersmen (Nowdeshah)? How is the mental life of the Frontiersmen
(Nowdeshah) about the border?

METHODOLOGY

The paradigm of this research is "Constructionism”. The research method to answer
the main question is a "qualitative case study" based on a phenomenological
approach that was conducted in the fall of 2017 and winter 2018. The research
samples were selected on the basis of purposive sampling, and theoretical saturation
achieved after choosing 43 Frontiersmen. To collect data I used depth interview,
semi-structured interview, and conversational style.

RESULT

Based on a thematic analysis, four dimensions of the lived experiences studied are
identified consisting of the cultural, environmental, economic and political
experiences .In the cultural and environmental experience, the border is considered
as a limiting wall and a factor in the abandonment of human communication,
where as the political dimension is considered as a liberating frontier. From the
economic point of view, the situation is more complicated and there are three
different perspectives which are commonplace to the border phenomenon. The first



one believes that the border is "potentially life- limiting". In this perspective the
border is a barrier to economic relations, although it is necessary and might be
existed and accepted. This is due to that fact that without the border it is too
difficult to live and survive. In the second view, the border is seen as “liberalization
of the market." In this sense, the frontier makes the two countries' economies more
interconnected, and there is a two-way exchange between them, which does not
provide for foreign cities. In the third approach, the border is considered as
"deprivation from the center". In this view the border is seen an obstacle to
development, and even to the acquisition of amenities.

CONCLUSION

Borders are a place to stay, seeing, meeting and Revenue. On the borderline (where
it is marked with barbed wire or mined or drawing lines) is the most stressful
moment in which to stay in danger. Under the guidance of Stonequist (1937),
Frontiersmen have dialectical experiences. They have a They have a feeling of being
in the country and not feeling in the country, feelings of restriction and feeling of
freedom, feeling deprived and feeling of progress, They live in two social systems, in
two cultures or in two communities, but none of them have a complete sense of
emotional, cultural or social affiliation. They are familiar strangers who, despite
being familiar with and belonging to their country, have a kind of alienation and
indifference to the country.

NOVELTY

So far, the border has been seen as a pathology phenomenon for different classes of
the population, which, from the perspective of the people, the borders represent the
cultural, economic, technological, and environmental poverty. According to the
government's approach, the border is the center of insecurity and smuggling. These
subjectivities in outside the borderlands are imposed on the Frontiersmen.

The innovative aspect of the research is its dialectical and phenomenological
approach to the border. It means that firstly, it focuses on the border from lived
experiences of the Frontiersmen; second, the paper focuses on both the damages
and the capacities of the borderlands.

The scientific application of the research is avoid one-dimensional of subject
and try to problematize the various aspects of the border. In this regard, this
research is an attempt to rethink the common sense about the frontier and
frontiersmen. Also, it tries to inform people and state to other aspects and
approaches.
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