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Extended Abstract

This paper tries to study the status of tendency toward drug abuse among university
students and makes a comparison between local (from Tehran) and non-local students
(from other parts of Iran) who reside in dormitories. This study is a secondary analysis
and data was retrieved from two previous studies entitled: “Epidemiology of Drug Abuse”
(Serajzade, 2004) with a sample of 1750 students from seven public universities of Tehran,
and “Attitudes and Behaviors of Students” (Serajzade, 2003) with a sample of 686 students
from seven public universities of Tehran. The eminence of local and non-local students is
compared and analyzed. The data is analyzed using SPSS through variety of tests such as
T-test, Variation analysis, correlations and so on. The results show that among 28
indicators of different pathological problems relating to drug abuse, non-local students are
more involved with drugs in 13 indicators while local students are more engage in 8
indicators and there are 7 indicators that engage both groups equally. Reasons for increase
in drug abuse in non-local students are easy access to drugs, being away from family and
weakness in social control. Findings of this research indicate a catastrophic situation and
non-local students are more prone to damage.
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1. Introduction

“Local Students’ Selection Program” has been enacted for the first time in 2007 by the
Supreme Council for the Cultural Revolution. Enactment of this program would change
population structure of the universities. Estimates showed 60% non-local students were
accepted in the universities in Tehran before 2007 (Serajzade et al., 2003; Serajzade, 2004;
Marjaei, 2004; 2005). The goal was to reduce this to 12%. The change in population structure
of universities created concerns regarding control effect or social problems after enforcement
of this program.

2. Purpose

It was necessary to conduct field research to evaluate outcomes of this program and to
compare student performance before and after enforcement. This paper aims to present a
thorough report on comparison of local and non-local students based on drug and alcohol
abuse before enforcement of the program.

3. Methodology

This secondary data analysis seeks to compare these two groups in terms of social and
cultural problems. Data was retrieved from two previous studies entitled: “Epidemiology of
Drug Abuse” (Serajzade, 2004) with a sample of 1750 students from seven public universities
of Tehran (including Tehran University, AmirKabir University of Technology, Sharif
University of Technology, Iran University of Science and Technology, Alzahra University
and Kharazmi University), and “Attitudes and Behaviors of Students” (Serajzade, 2003) with
a sample of 686 students from seven public universities of Tehran (Tehran University, Shahid
Beheshti University, AmirKabir University of Technology, Sharif University of Technology,
Alzahra University, Iran University of Science and Technology and Kharazmi University).

4. Findings and Results

The samples of these two researches showed that in the first study 39.6% of students were
local and 60.4% of them were non-local. The second research had 42.8% local and 57.2%
non-local students. The findings of this study were obtained through examining eight main
variables consisting: 1. Tendency toward drug abuse, experience with drugs and smoking; 2.
Spread and encounter with drug in society; 3. Environment of drug and alcohol abuse; 4.
Average age of drug and alcohol abuse; 5. Friends and acquaintances of students that use
drugs for leisure and entertainment; 6. Going to parties and gatherings for drug and alcohol
abuse; 7. Common deviated behaviors in university; 8. Committing deviated behaviors in
university.

Findings reveal that local students have fewer tendencies toward drug and alcohol abuse.
Non-local students estimate spread of abuse were more than the local students. The average
age of non-local students in misusing drugs and alcohol is less than the local students. There
is no statistically significant difference between the two groups regarding friends and
acquaintances and common deviant behaviors. And finally other deviant behaviors are more
common among non-local students.

5. Discussion

Reasons for increase in drug abuse in non-local students are easy access to drugs, being away
from family and weakness in social control. There is of course no doubt that various other
social and cultural factors contribute to both positive and negative characteristics of non-



local students who live in dormitories. One main objective of the local student selection
program has been to reduce dormitory and social problems for students but it does not
contain closing of the students ‘dormitories. Modification of number of local and non-local
students is just one way of looking at the problem, while the problem still remains in the
dormitories. Hence, it is suggested that other means of drug and alcohol abuse reduction to
rectify the problem should also be taken into consideration.

6. Conclusion

It can be concluded that concerns about increase in social problems among non-local
students who live in dormitories, especially in the metropolis, are the main reason for
enacting this program. The question is whether such a program has been successful in
addressing this issue which needs further social evaluation research after the enforcement.
However, findings before the enforcement indicate a catastrophic situation and non-local
students are more prone to damage.

7. Innovations

Investigating students’ attitude toward drug abuse along with using data from two
nationwide studies to characterize a clear depiction of domestic and non-native students are
among innovations of this research.
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