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Extended Abstract

Various studies have been carried out on how to deal with critics and intellectual
circles with the West, but this study seeks to study the students' mental attitudes
about Western civilization using an interpretive approach. The fundamental question
that the study seeks to answer is that: Students study how they understand Western
civilization and their subjective meanings based on what conceptual model can be
interpreted? This study uses the interpretive approach and the theoretical concepts of
"social construction”, "interpersonal relations”, "intercultural communication” and
the concept of "own and other” have been used in this study. This research is a
qualitative study. In this research, using the technique of deep interviewing, the
tendency of the subjects to be extracted from the western civilization and then
analyzed using the method of analytic analysis. Considering that the study approach
is an inductive approach, instead of asking about the general concept of Western
civilization, it is tried to ask participants about different manifestations of the West
and their approach to each of the manifestations of Western civilization Separate face
to face. Finally, after the open coding and extracted concepts, three main categories
were extracted: Thematic Analysis, Partial West-Enhancement, Substantiation of
West-Element, Western-Subjective Approach, that all of which were classified under
the heading of the category of selective relativism.
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INTRODUCTION

After the Islamic Revolution, the university has been an important subject for the
Islamic Republic's cultural and educational policy-makers. The training of students
who believe in Iranian and Islamic civilization and criticized and non-responsive to
Western civilization is one of the main goals of these policymakers. Accordingly,
now that more than thirty years since the Islamic Revolution, and despite the
different social, political, and cultural conditions and being in the process of
globalization, it is questioned whether the policies proposed were successful or not?
Undoubtedly, one of the indispensable indicators to answer this question is to
understand students’ perceptions of Western civilization.

PURPOSE

The main purpose of this study is to achieve a deep understanding of the students'
mental meanings of Western civilization, by the means of accurate and objective
knowledge of the social reality that exists at universities, we can present a
conceptual model to recognize its dimensions.

METHODOLOGY

In this study, the "qualitative case study”" method has been used and it has been
attempted to analyze the mental meanings of the study subjects (students) about
Western civilization. The methodology of research is strategic. Exploratory research
is based on the ontological assumption that social reality is a socially constructed
actor, independent of their social activities. In this strategy, social reality is the result
of processes that social and cultural activists achieve through engagement,
negotiation and agreement on the meaning of actions, situations and attitudes.

The data collection method is a deep interview. Also, based on the qualitative
sampling logic, the number of samples will continue until the results reach the
saturation level, which means that the researcher will not encounter new responses
after several interviews. The data analysis method is a thematic analysis (thematic)
that is a method for understanding, analyzing the content and reporting patterns in
the qualitative data. A pattern is meant to be a model derived from the conceptual
adjustment of extracted data. This method is a process for analyzing textual data
and converting distributed data into rich and detailed data. The data analysis
process has three stages according to the Strauss and Corbin method: 1. open
coding; 2. Axial encoding; and 3. Selective or selective coding

RESULT

As a result of the coding, it became apparent that people's mental attitudes toward
Western civilization were divided into three parts: 1) concepts that reflect interest in
the manifestations of Western civilization; "Western-Passion"; 2) concepts that
indicate lack of interest and Escaping; "Western-Evasion"; 3) the concepts that



represent the selection of the effects of Western civilization; "Westrn-Selection".In
addition to this, along with each of these words, the term "Partly" is used, which
shows that our purpose of these concepts is the parts of the effects of Western
civilization that are in the list of codes and phrases and the concepts derived from
them in absolute terms and in all the civilization is not true.

CONCLUSION

Although our assumption in this study was that we could categorize individuals
with respect to cultural contexts and other influential variables, and we expected
each group of individuals to have coherent mental tendencies and be able to easily
identify them according to the type of meanings Their minds have been analyzed
and analyzed, but during the study we found that no definite system of subjective
meanings of people about Western civilization can be deduced from interviews. In
other words, given the causes and influences on the subjective meanings of
individuals in this regard, they do not have a systematic look at the Western
civilization; for example, a person who has a high religiosity, and on the one hand,
has lived in the West, is about different manifestations Civilizations like the family,
Western-Evasion; morality, Western-Passion; political system, relativism; and
music , Western-Passion. In other words, we are confronted with different parts of
the Western civilization, in which the people studied have different conceptions of
each of them, they absolutely reject a part, they absolutely accept a part, think about
another relative part and consider the other part neutral. For this reason, the main
category of selective relativity has been used to explain such a situation. Selective
relativism can explain students’ mental attitudes about Western civilization. This
category suggests a new understanding of how the people are confronted with
Western civilization. As is clear, relativism is against absolutism. Interviews show
that, even with different tendencies, even one of the subjects can not be categorized
as absolute in (Western-Passion, Western-Evasion , Westrn-Selection).

NOVELTY

Most of the studies that have been done about the way Iranians encountered
Western civilization have been historical aspects and have been done in a
documentary manner, but the study has been carried out with qualitative method
and direct interaction with the people.

Previous studies have often focused on the philosophy of intellectuals and critics
of Western civilization and embrace macro approaches. But this study tries to go to
the community to study, and in this regard it will try to make a comparison between
the attitudes of Western intellectuals and critics and the subjects studied.
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