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include Gotham City, epitomized in Batman's universe. These cities mirror the

administrative and security systems characteristic of contemporary metropolises
worldwide, functioning in harmony with their populous nature. However, they
teeter on the brink of chaos in the absence of a superhero's vigilant presence.

2. Historical Alternate Spaces: In the second mode, cities draw inspiration from
the classical architectural traditions of ancient civilizations such as Greece, Rome,
and Egypt. They endeavor to encapsulate the essence of legend and mythology,
fostering a sense of authenticity within the story's spatial framework. These cities,
marked by their antiquity and originality, often incorporate elements of highlise
construction within select structures. Furthermore, they are frequently depicted as
the primary birthplaces or nurturing grounds for superheroes.

3. Future Utopias: The third mode encompasses cities characterized by cutting-
edge technology, soaring skyscrapers, mobile architectural constructs, and forms
that draw inspiration from the natural world. These futuristic metropolises
represent advanced societies, replete with innovation and dynamic design. The
infusion of nature-inspired forms underscores the union of technology and
organicity within these urban environments.

Through this categorization, we unveil a nuanced exploration of how the
cinematic representation of cities plays an instrumental role in shaping the narrative
landscape of Marvel and DC films, offering a diverse array of settings that enrich the
storytelling experience.

NOVELTY

Given the profound influence of superhero narratives on the impressionable
demographic of teenagers, it is prudent to propose further research endeavors
within the domain of culture and media studies. These prospective investigations



METHODOLOGY

In this article, the authors undertake an in-depth analysis of six prominent
characters and their respective domiciles featured within the expansive Marvel and
DC film series. The selection of these characters was executed via a non-random
sampling methodology, driven by the inherent need for comprehensive
documentation and descriptive depictions of the spatial environments associated
with these fictional personas. Consequently, three characters were meticulously
chosen as representatives from each cinematic universe, Marvel and DC,
respectively.

The analytical process within this study unfolds in a systematic manner. Firstly,
each of the selected case examples is subjected to a thorough examination, focusing
on commonalities and overarching themes shared among them. Subsequently, these
residences are subjected to an in-depth semiotic evaluation, seeking to elucidate the
nuanced signifiers embedded within their architectural designs.

The buildings scrutinized within the scope of this article encompass: Iron Man's
residence, the Asgard Palace (the abode of Thor), and Black Panther's homeland
(Wakanda), all situated within the Marvel Universe. Additionally, the study extends
its purview to encompass Batman's residence, Themyscira (the home of Wonder
Woman), and Atlantis (the domain of Aquaman), each a prominent architectural
facet within the expansive DC Universe. Through this meticulous analysis, we aim
to shed light on the rich tapestry of semiotic meaning interwoven within these
iconic cinematic spaces.

FINDINGS

Within the realm of cinematic storytelling, classical and ancient architectural
elements serve as potent instruments in imbuing legendary narratives and central
characters with a distinctive originality. This thematic thread, notably prominent in
the narrative framework of "Wonder Woman," extends its influence beyond the
realm of Iron Man-related structures. Most notably, it manifests through the
employment of sharp and rugged, nature-inspired architectural aesthetics that
permeate many edifices, embodying themes of reverence for nature and the
enigmatic allure of concealed powers. Height, as a design element, holds particular
significance, both in the strategic advantage it affords in battle scenarios and in its
symbolic connection with celestial realms, notably represented through Sky-Gates.

Moreover, architectural components such as bridges, contoured terraces, and
mobile structures have emerged as recurring motifs across a multitude of cinematic
productions, extending beyond the confines of the Marvel and DC cinematic
universes. These elements, marked by their unique computational complexity in
design and engineering, have become integral facets within upcoming cinematic
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INTRODUCTION

Superhero cinema enjoys widespread popularity, particularly among culturally
attuned audiences, children, and adolescents, largely due to its amalgamation of
fictional and mythological elements. This genre, in conjunction with various other
mediums such as video games, television series, animations, literature, and
merchandise, engenders a multifaceted realm where the boundaries between reality
and fiction converge in the lives of its consumers. Notably, the Marvel and DC
franchises have produced an extensive array of films, serving as gateways into their
respective cinematic universes. Over time, these films have garnered significant
acclaim and relevance, with the sustained continuity of their narratives and the
interconnectedness of characters across different installments augmenting their
impact on the audience.

In recent decades, scholars have penned numerous articles delving into the
impact of architecture on Iranian cinema. While these contributions have explored
the symbolic and emotive dimensions of architectural elements within cinematic
narratives, a notable omission lies in the lack of attention to futuristic architecture
in the context of cinema. This research embarks on a novel inquiry, commencing
with an introductory overview of the intricate narratives within the fictional Marvel
and DC realms. Following this, the study delves into the character profiles of the
central figures and their associated architectural environs. This investigation
extends its purview to encompass the systematic design of communal spaces within
these structures, embarking on a semiotic analysis to unravel the representation of
architectural elements within the multifaceted dimensions of superhero personas.

PURPOSE

In contemporary society, the medium of cinema has assumed a pivotal role in the
facilitation of cultural exchange, communication of beliefs, evocation of emotions,
creative expression, and the shaping of urban designs, including the realm of
architecture. Beyond the architectural facets of characters and characterizations
within the narratives of Marvel and DC films, this research focuses on the
identification and analysis of shared architectural motifs featured within these
cinematic universes. Furthermore, it aims to discern the intricate relationship
between the design of these fictional residences and the distinctive characteristics of
the superheroes inhabiting them across various narratives.

The present study represents an inaugural endeavor to engage with this
burgeoning field of inquiry, marking a significant initial step toward the scholarly
exploration of this compelling cinematic and architectural discourse.
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ABSTRACT

The medium of cinema, as a potent and influential art, consistently endeavors to present a
more authentic representation of the narrative by intricately interweaving elements such as
plot, characters, and scenes. This endeavor extends to the deliberate incorporation of explicit
and implicit symbolism within the design and architecture of urban landscape. This research
seeks to address: How does the description and placement of a location as a backdrop for
narrative relate to the character development and thematic content in Marvel and DC
cinematic productions? Specifically, this study aims to assess the alignment between
prevalent architectural signifiers associated with superheroes and the thematic
characterizations found in Marvel and DC films. This investigation aspires to decipher the
underlying meanings and metaphors inherent in the concepts underpinning the design of
residences and urban landscapes inhabited by superheroes. Production designers within the
Marvel and DC film franchises deliberately craft diverse urban settings, with each showing
emblematic of concepts such as gentrification and the physical and mental prowess of
respective superheroes, often manifesting through variations in architectural styles,
encompassing classical, high-tech, and bionic aesthetics. Notably, this architectural
characteristic evolves in response to the narrative's temporal dimensions. Nevertheless, there
remains a consistent thread of "mysterious architecture concealing hidden spaces and
connections” and "precisely articulated juxtapositions beneath an ostensibly simplistic
facade" recurring across the diverse residences featured in these cinematic worlds.
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In Mahdavian’s films, the utterly revolutionary perspective is criticized primarily
through two crucial arguments. Firstly, from the standpoint of consequentialism,
the director illustrates in all three films that radical idealist characters devoid of
realism end up causing more cost and problems rather than achieving their desired
outcome. Secondly, from an ethical perspective, Mahdavian draws attention to the
fact that his radical characters exhibit the same traits they hold non-revolutionaries
accountable for, such as labeling others in the film "Lottery" or prioritizing personal
interests over national interests, as depicted in the film "Rad-e Khoon”. On the
other hand, he disapproves of pure realism too, considering it similar to
conservatism, which is clearly inefficient in addressing the issues that the younger
generations deal with.

NOVELTY

The theoretical analysis of Iranian cinema, in contrast to European or even Eastern
cinema, is not straightforward since the authorship is frequently unambiguous and
the filmmakers mostly lack distinct and specific theoretical and ideological
perspectives that can clearly highlight their standpoint in their works. Articulating
the discursive conflicts and polarities within the narratives of these three films,
aligning them with academic theories, has been a complex undertaking in this
research.

On the other hand, discourse analysis methods tend to be either text-centric,
including the Fairclough approach, or similar to Van Leeuwen’s methodology,
merely focus on certain characteristics of films, such as polarities and the
interaction between the actors. Consequently, the significance of this study is
demonstrated by the application of Fiske’s method, which has the capability of
simultaneously examining the form and content of a film to discern its underlying
ideologies, to the analysis of political films that aim to convey messages in the
second and third layers.
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(Fiske, 1380, 118). Fiske contends that an event intended for broadcast is pre-
encoded, and broadcasters and producers strive to make it technically broadcastable
while still being culturally acceptable. Consequently, he classifies visual symbols
into three levels: reality, representation, and ideology. The event prepared for
presentation is inherently pre-encoded with social symbols (Mehdizadeh, 1392:
253). In this study, scenes with a strong idealism-reality contradiction are selected
and interpreted using Fiske's approach.

FINDINGS

The analysis of key sequences in three significant films by Mahdavian shows that he
refrains from making definitive judgments between idealism and realism. Rather, he
regards strict commitment to either idealism or realism as inadequate and
ineffective. Mahdavian believes the complexity lies in addressing tensions and
acknowledging distinctions between these two viewpoints, and that only through
the interaction and dialogue between these perspectives can issues be resolved. The
challenge is to foster a perspective that is able to distinguish between these two
points of view, resolve conflicts between them, and ultimately reconcile realism and
idealism.

In Mahdavian’s films, the utterly revolutionary perspective is criticized primarily
through two crucial arguments. Firstly, from the standpoint of consequentialism,
the director illustrates in all three films that radical idealist characters devoid of
realism end up causing more cost and problems rather than achieving their desired
outcome. Secondly, from an ethical perspective, Mahdavian draws attention to the
fact that his radical characters exhibit the same traits they hold non-revolutionaries
accountable for, such as labeling others in the film "Lottery" or prioritizing personal
interests over national interests, as depicted in the film "Rad-e Khoon". On the other
hand, he disapproves of pure realism too, considering it similar to conservatism,
which is clearly inefficient in addressing the issues that the younger generations deal
with.

CONCLUSTION

The analysis of key sequences in three significant films by Mahdavian shows that he
refrains from making definitive judgments between idealism and realism. Rather, he
regards strict commitment to either idealism or realism as inadequate and
ineffective. Mahdavian believes the complexity lies in addressing tensions and
acknowledging distinctions between these two viewpoints, and that only through
the interaction and dialogue between these perspectives can issues be resolved. The
challenge is to foster a perspective that is able to distinguish between these two
points of view, resolve conflicts between them, and ultimately reconcile realism and
idealism.
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INTRODUCTION

Post-revolutionary societies, which idealistically embark on a transformative path
by dismantling the existing order and reconstructing a utopian system, face a
complex dilemma when it comes to reconciling goals with reality. This conflict and
its importance in the reformation and perpetuation of Iranian society are effectively
demonstrated by the historical experience of the Islamic Republic of Iran, which
was founded as an idealistic system following the 1979 Revolution. It has also
manifested in various events, including the nationalization of the oil industry, the
seizure of the U.S. embassy, the acceptance of Resolution 598, and the nuclear issue,
prior to, during, and decades after the Islamic revolution. Cinema has also proved
to serve as a different battleground for the emergence of this conflict, as evident in
the works of some of the most famous Iranian filmmakers, such as Mohsen
Makhmalbaf, Ebrahim Hatamikia, Mohammad Hossein Mahdavian, etc.

PURPOSE

From a theoretical perspective, there are three approaches to the conflict of
reconciling ideals with reality. The purely idealistic approach, as described by
Gerald Cohen, involves organizing collective life and necessitates disregarding
reality. The second approach, similar to Hobbes' recommendations, could be purely
realistic, focusing entirely on reality and feasibility while neglecting ideals, resulting
in normative and ethical emptiness (Nigel, 1394, 38-37). The third approach, in the
words of Rawls, is a synthesis of idealism and pragmatic realism that addresses
collective life in harmony with both ideals and reality, without dismissing either
(Rawls, 1388, 25). These three approaches can be used to study significant events of
the Islamic Revolution and how they are highlighted in Iranian films. This study
examines three feature films by Mohammad Hossein Mahdavian, a political
filmmaker who explores the main events of revolution within a narrative context.
The goal is to determine which theoretical approach, among the three, best
expresses the director's perspective on the idealism-reality conflict, as well as how he
concludes this struggle in his cinematic narrative.

METHODOLOGY

In this research, the critical discourse analysis method of John Fiske, which centers
around semiotics and addresses both form and content, has been employed to study
the samples. According to John Fiske, the semiotics tradition aims to produce
meanings that support the prevailing social goals. Fiske claims that the integration
and apparent natural unity of reality, diverse representations, and ideologies are
prerequisites for the creation of meaning. Fiske argues that critical semiotic or
cultural analysis challenges and deconstructs this unity and demonstrates the
seemingly natural unity is only the result of the influence of ideological codes
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ABSTRACT

The intricate dynamic between idealism and realism, coupled with the challenges of
regulating their interrelation, plays a major role in forming social structures and community
life. Post-revolutionary systems, having successfully redefined prevailing conditions through
the proposition of an idealized state, confront the difficult challenge of defining new
paradigms that are consistent with this ideal. Cinema, as a social institution, by means of its
narrative language can address profound social dilemmas and actively participate in the
representation and organization of conflicts inherent in collective existence, most notably
the ideological discord between idealism and realism.Several generations of Iranian
filmmakers in the post-Islamic revolution cinema through the perspective of their ideology
have concentrated on this issue and provided various interpretations of the dynamic tension
between idealistic ambitions and pragmatic reality. In this study, three feature films,
“Lottery”, “Majaraye Nimirroz [Midday Adventures]”, and “Rad-e Khoon [Trace of Blood]”
by Mohammad Hossein Mahdavian, one of the young directors of Iran who have explored
this conflict, are examined through an analytical lens influenced by John Fiske methodology.
The findings reveal that in these films idealism manifests itself in conscientiousness, Jihad,
and principlism, while realism is represented in concepts such as pragmatism, pacifism, and
tolerance. Although the filmmaker seems to favor pragmatic ideas, he perceives both
idealism and realism as fundamentally deficient in isolation.
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this process changed from the unforced and free state that was considered in informal
leisure time to a rigid state. This is the same issue that was raised under the title of the
iron cage of Instagram. After a while, users looked at Instagram as their work
environment, which they had to work within to achieve financial success. In the
category of the centrality of Instagram in facilitating the possibility of action, we first
defined the concept of challenge for users. Such a matter was important in clarifying
the issue. After this, the findings of this section show that Instagram is a decisive space
to search for new challenges and create them based on creativity. According to Barry
Wellman, this is an example of the formation of a community in the Instagram space.
Gradually, many people from all parts of a country come together in this community
and form new relationships.

CONCLUSION

In the context of our Iranian lives today, Instagram has become one of the most
popular programs for spending free time. So that after a while, we see the formation of
new facilities and entertainment on this platform, such as "Instagram challenges". This
kind of thing appeared in the first place in the form of an activity that is followed in
free time; but after a while, it went beyond, and earning money from this channel
became the main purpose. One of the main points in this research comes back to the
participants' definition of leisure time. Since the main point of this work was related to
the Instagram space and spending free time, the main question came back to whether
being on Instagram is considered a part of the participants' free time. The people who
appeared in this research as bloggers believe that Instagram has a limiting property in
terms of time and activity, which prevents them from feeling free on Instagram.
Instagram is no longer just a place to spend time; it is considered a platform for
independent job and profession for users.

NOVELTY

The findings of this research show that the expansion of virtual programs such as
Instagram acts as a double-edged sword. On the one hand, the possibility of
employment and earning has been created for more people and they managed to turn
their informal leisure time into official leisure time. In this way, such a two-sided look
can be helpful in better identifying the possibilities of the Instagram space and trying
to improve its functions.

CONEFLICT OF INTEREST

No conflict of interest has been declared by the authors.

Iranian Cultural Research

31

Abstract



Iranian Cultural Research

30

Vol. 17
Issue 4
Winter 2025

INTRODUCTION

With more than one billion users, Instagram is known as one of the most important
social networks in the world based on images (Kemp, 2019). Instagram is one of the
programs that play a central role in the leisure time of young Iranians, especially
women; The emergence of female bloggers and numerous influencers is proof of this
point. In recent years, this space has gone beyond being a place to spend leisure time
and has become a career field for young people in many cases. In the meantime, what
is generally known as Instagram challenges is one of the most popular activities on
Instagram. By participating in these challenges, bloggers and even normal users of
virtual space enter a competitive environment and try to do a single scenario in the
best way and even better than others. Such a matter is first known as a kind of
recreational activity for the purpose of spending free time. But after a while, people
who are looking to earn money in the virtual space also turned to these challenges and
tried to increase the visits of their virtual pages with the help of these apparently
recreational activities; This gradually led to an increase in followers, the growth of
virtual pages, an increase in product sales, and earning more money through virtual
accounts. In this regard, in the first step, the role of these challenges in the leisure time
of young women is sought to be explained, and then how these challenges are
transferred from the leisure area to the professional area is examined.

PURPOSE

Since the production of these challenges had filled an important part of the free time
of these young women, we decided to conduct scientific research on the role of these
challenges in their lives. The two main questions of this research are: What is the role
of Instagram challenges in the leisure time of young women? Also, what role has the
professional life of young women played in making them participate in challenges and
activities in the Instagram space?

METHODOLOGY

The method used in this research is thematic analysis, which is also known as theme
analysis or content analysis. As the name of this method suggests, themes or patterns
are the main and key elements of this method. The data collection technique was
semi-structured interviews with 20 young women users aged 18 to 30 who have public
pages and have taken up challenges. In the meantime, explorer was selected as a target
population in the Instagram space, where various challenges can be seen.

FINDINGS

In the first theme, we tried to present the process that each user went through based
on what Stebbins refers to as the transition from informal leisure time to formal
leisure time. In a sense, users initially turned to Instagram to fill their free time. A little
later, they tried to entertain themselves by participating in challenges, but gradually
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ABSTRACT

Undoubtedly, Instagram significantly impacts people's everyday life in the social, cultural,
economic, and political arenas. One of the handset applications become common among
young Iranians, especially girls, during their free time is Instagram. In recent years, this app
has evolved from a domain of recreation to, in many cases, a career field for youth. In the
meantime, one of the most well-liked Instagram activities is what is known as an Instagram
challenge. In general, "challenge" refers to videos shared widely, especially by bloggers. This
study examines twenty young female bloggers between the age group of 18 and 30. Thematic
analysis, a semi-structured interviewing tool, and coding for data analysis were used in this
study's qualitative methodology. To better analyze the behavior of these young women,
Robert Stebbins' theory of transforming informal leisure time into formal one has been used.
The three main categories of the paradoxical situation of leisure/career, the centrality of
Instagram in facilitating the possibility of challenge, and the creation of financial channels in
the context of Instagram rituals were extracted from the interviews. In general, these users
talked about the goals and methods of setting challenges, the conditions of creating these
challenges, and how they turned casual leisure into serious leisure by paying for classes to
increase their audience on Instagram and not be discouraged despite failures and the efforts
they made.
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