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relationships as ethically suspect. Conversely, another film rarely celebrates
the university as a center for knowledge and idealism, though this positive
portrayal is overshadowed by prevailing negative discourses. Collectively,
these representations, influenced by the power dynamics of each period,
undermine the university’s scientific role, fostering societal skepticism and
promoting surveillance-driven policies.

CONCLUSION

Post-war Iranian cinema portrays the university as a contested space where
cultural, political, and social discourses intersect, reflecting Iran’s socio-
political evolution. Rather than emphasizing its role as a hub for knowledge
production, films depict universities as spaces of confusion, revolutionary
subject formation, or social pathology. Shaped by historical shifts from the
Cultural Revolution to varying political regimes, these portrayals have
transformed societal perceptions from admiration to suspicion, promoting
policies that prioritize surveillance over academic autonomy. The study
highlights cinema’s critical role in constructing educational narratives,
offering a critical perspective on the university’s evolving identity in post-
war Iran. The findings underscore the need to reassess educational policies
to counter the adverse effects of these cinematic representations.

NOVELTY

This study is innovative due to its focus on the discursive formation of the
university in post-war Iranian cinema, an area previously unexplored.
Unlike international studies that descriptively analyze university portrayals,
this research employs a critical framework to examine the dynamics of
power and knowledge, offering a profound theoretical contribution. Its
cultural approach, rooted in Iran’s socio-political context, distinguishes it
from comparable studies. The comparative analysis of four political periods
provides a nuanced understanding of discursive shifts. Scientific
applications include advancing discourse analysis methods in cinematic and
cultural studies. Social applications involve raising awareness among
policymakers about cinema’s impact on public perceptions of universities,
potentially guiding educational reforms. Limitations include the sample
size, which may not encompass all cinematic trends. The value of this study
lies in its interdisciplinary bridge between cinema, education, and cultural
studies, enriching knowledge about Iran’s academic landscape.
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political periods were purposefully selected: Reconstruction (1988—1996),
Reform (1997-2004), Principlist (2005-2012), and Moderation (2013—
2021). The selected films include What Else Is New? and Pari from the
Reconstruction period, The Last Supper and In Purple from the Reform
period, Heartbroken and In the Cage from the Principlist period, and We
Won't Get Used to It and The Sweet Taste of Imagination from the
Moderation period. These films were chosen for their focus on university-
related themes, commercial success, or critical acclaim. Data were collected
through meticulous textual and visual analysis of key scenes and dialogues.
For each film, one or two scenes with significant discursive weight were
analyzed to identify recurring themes and discursive formations. The
analysis was conducted with consideration of Iran’s cultural and historical
context to ensure cultural sensitivity.

FINDINGS

The analysis reveals that post-war Iranian cinema marginalizes the
university’s scientific role, portraying it as a multifaceted space often
characterized by intellectual confusion, revolutionary subject production, or
social pathologies. During the Reconstruction period, one film depicts the
university as an aspirational space for realizing youth dreams but presents it
as a rigid, male-dominated environment, reflecting the economic
reconstruction policies of the era. Another film portrays the university as a
repressive setting that fosters intellectual alienation, diminishing academic
values in favor of religious mysticism.

In the Reform period, one film constructs the university as a prison-like
space under external surveillance, indicative of a disciplinary order rooted
in revolutionary ideologies. In contrast, another film emphasizes civic
engagement and progressive gender dynamics, aligning with the politically
open climate of the time. This contrast underscores the discursive diversity
of the Reform era. During the Principlist period, one film presents the
university as a space for nurturing revolutionary subjects, integrating
Islamic and revolutionary values through multifaceted characters. Another
film, adopting a sociological perspective, portrays students, particularly
non-local women, as vulnerable to social pathologies, reinforcing
surveillance-oriented policies. These representations frame the university as
a hazardous space, intensifying societal suspicion.

The Moderation period exhibits ambivalence. One film depicts the
university as a morally risky environment, casting professor-student
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INTRODUCTION

In post-revolutionary Iran, universities have evolved beyond their traditional
role as centers of knowledge production, becoming complex arenas where
cultural, political, and social discourses converge to redefine their identity
within the dynamics of power. The post-war period (1988-2021),
commencing with the end of the Iran-Iraq War, marked a significant
departure from the ideological constraints of the Cultural Revolution, which
had silenced cinematic representations of universities during the 1980s. In
that decade, Iranian cinema, under stringent revolutionary oversight,
avoided academic themes, focusing instead on narratives centered on war,
family, or revolutionary values. However, the post-war era saw Iranian
cinema, with relative freedom, reflect socio-political tensions through
portrayals of the university, producing diverse discourses about this
institution. These representations, mirroring Iran’s economic, political, and
cultural transformations, depicted the university as a multifaceted space that
shapes not only knowledge but also social and political identities. Adopting
a cultural approach, this study analyzes how post-war Iranian cinema
discursively constructs the university, examining its role in shaping societal
perceptions and influencing educational policymaking. This approach,
grounded in Iran’s historical-social context, facilitates a deeper
understanding of the interplay between cinema, culture, and power.

PURPOSE

The aim of this research is to explore the discursive formation of the university
in post-war Iranian cinema, addressing three central questions: First, how are
issues related to the university and academic knowledge represented in the
films of this period? Second, what distinct orders govern these discursive
representations across different political periods? Third, how can these
representations be explained in light of Iran’s post-revolutionary socio-political
conditions? The study seeks to demonstrate how cinematic portrayals shape
societal perceptions of universities, influence educational policies, and reflect
the dynamics of power and knowledge in post-war Iran. Furthermore, it aims to
highlight cinema’s role in constructing academic identities and its broader
implications for Iran’s cultural landscape.

METHODOLOGY

This study employs a discourse analysis approach based on Foucauldian
perspectives, which views discourses as practices that systematically shape
social objects and subjects. To this end, eight films from four post-war
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ABSTRACT

In post-war Iran, the university has been more than just an institution for knowledge
production; it has served as a contested arena where discourses, shaped by the turbulence of
power and politics, have redefined its identity. This study seeks to unravel the discursive
formation of the university in Iranian cinema by exploring three key questions: How have
issues pertaining to the university and academic knowledge been discursively represented in
post-war films? What distinct orders have these discursive formations followed, and how
can their emergence be understood in light of the social and political conditions of post-
revolutionary Iran? Employing Foucault’s discourse analysis, eight films from four post-war
political periods were purposefully selected: What Else Is New? and Pari (Reconstruction
era); The Last Supper and In Purple (Reform era); Heartbroken and In the Cage (Principlist
era); and We Won’t Get Used to It and The Sweet Taste of Imagination (Moderation era).
The findings point to an implicit politics of truth in post-war Iranian cinema, one that
eschews a rational or accurate depiction of the university and academic knowledge in favor
of peripheral, often corrosive themes about the institution. Rarely portrayed as a hub of
scientific inquiry during this period, the university is instead depicted in films as a space of
intellectual confusion, a breeding ground for revolutionary subjects, or a source of social
maladies and unconventional relationships. By undermining the university’s scientific role,
these portrayals have nudged policymaking toward greater surveillance and control, while
transforming societal attitudes from admiration to mistrust. Through a sharp, locally attuned
lens, this study bridges gaps in prior research and sheds light on the broader implications of
these discourses for the future of education.

Keywords: Representation, discursive formation of the university, foucauldian discourse,
Iranian cinema, post-war era
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NOVELTY

In this article, for the first time, we systematically extracted the mechanisms
through which academic culture influences students' religiosity,
demonstrating that this influence is bidirectional and dynamic. Furthermore,
we emphasized that students' religiosity is a social construct rather than
solely an individual matter.

Understanding the conditions, mechanisms, and processes is crucial from
both a descriptive (cognitive) and prescriptive (practical and policy-making)
perspective for several reasons. From a cognitive standpoint, by precisely
elucidating these mechanisms, firstly, a more reliable analysis of the
correlation between university education and religiosity can be achieved.
Secondly, a deeper understanding of the relationship between religion and
university can be attained, and a more accurate comprehension of the nexus
between the institutions of science and religion and their interaction can be
facilitated.

From a practical standpoint, considering the massification and
universalization of higher education in the last three decades, and given that
religion has played a significant role in Iranian society and religiosity
remains an important social value, awareness of the mechanisms through
which academic culture affects students' religiosity is of significant
importance to the Muslim community and the political governance of Iran.
Understanding these mechanisms helps policymakers and those in charge of
culture and higher education to adopt accurate, scholarly, and efficient
religious policies that are also accompanied by social acceptance and
legitimacy from the country's academic and student community.

The findings of this research, derived from the authors' fieldwork and
data analysis, are published for the first time in this article.
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CONCLUSION

"The pluralistic and diverse intellectual environment is a fundamental
component of academic culture, deeply rooted in the core norms of modern
science, such as universalism, disinterestedness, organized skepticism, as
Merton argued. The university setting, due to the presence of a wide range
of social groups and the passionate nature of student communities, is
naturally prone to intellectual debates and discussions across various
scientific, political, and cultural domains. This research does not claim that
a pluralistic and diverse environment inevitably leads to secularization and a
decline in students' religiosity. However, the socio-cultural and political
context of Iranian society and universities has transformed this environment
into a source of decreasing religiosity among a segment of the student
population.

The question of how to modify and improve the academic culture and
student communities to maintain and strengthen intellectual diversity while
simultaneously promoting religiosity among students, rather than
diminishing it, requires further research and contemplation.

This study, by introducing the core theoretical concept of a "double
edged nature of academic culture regarding the religiosity," highlights the
argument that academic culture does not necessarily lead to either an
increase or decrease in religiosity. Instead, it is contingent upon the broader
socio-political context and the daily social interactions within universities,
influencing the extent and nature of students' religiosity. Consequently,
universities can either align with or oppose religion and religiosity.
Therefore, students' religiosity is a social construct, meaning that changes in
students' religiosity are more likely to be the result of interactions with
classmates, roommates, and friends, rather than the outcome of rational
philosophical-theological arguments.

As a result, instead of attributing a timeless and spaceless nature to the
institution of higher education and assuming a necessary and definitive
connection between universities, secularism, decreasing religiosity, and
irreligion, we should understand the relationship between religion,
universities, and religiosity through a "proactive, social, interactive, and
constructivist" lens, and seek solutions for the challenges in this area.



development, as well as the contexts and mechanisms that influenced these
changes. Subsequent questions were tailored based on participants'
responses to ensure a comprehensive exploration of all relevant mechanisms
and processes.

FINDINGS

The processes and mechanisms extracted in this research can be expressed
based on the Strauss and Corbin coding paradigm as follows

Causal and Contextual Conditions

o diversity of opinions and lifestyles

religious doubts

political and social crises

friends and roommates

The pressure of academic and work

commitments

Disciplinary culture and course content

Student communities and societies

dormitory life: distance from family and

reduced social control

COVID-19 pandemic

attraction and repulsion of religious people

strictness of parents or university administrators

mixed-gender environment

romantic relationships with religious/non-

religious individuals

university professors and classes

Intervening Conditions Action strategies

o lack of religious knowledge o choosing a moral, but
and insight non-religious,

secular interpretation of conforming to the group
religion and following the crowd
sense of freedom, liberation, reducing religious

and agency commitment

o conflation of religion with o decreasing the priority
political and social issues of religion in life

o disillusionment with religion Central Phenomenon o desire to be similar to
due to polarization and Double-edged nature of academic one's romantic partner
sectarianism culture regarding religiosity and gain him/her

o Feelings of rejection, approval
humiliation, or injustice o seeking refuge in God

o feeling of personal freedoms and religion during
being curtailed existential and

® Social rejection: fear of psychological crises

negative judgment and
evaluation from others

Consequences
o Changes in the level of religiosity
in terms of beliefs or adherence
to religious practices
o Secularization

® changes in the type of religiosity
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INTRODUCTION

Numerous empirical studies have been conducted both in Iran and
worldwide regarding the impact of universities on students' religiosity.
Many of these studies indicate that university education reduces religiosity
or, at the very least, significantly alters the type of religiosity (Tavassoli &
Morshedi, 1385 [2006]; Azad Armaki & Zare, 1387 [2008]; Azam Azadeh
& Jadbabaei Behbahani, 1388 [2009]; AfsharKohan et al., 1390 [2011];
Serajzadeh & Sedigh Mohammadi, 1390 [2011]; Sacerdote and Glaeser,
2001; Saenz and Barrera, 2007; Astin et al., 2011). A small number of
studies have examined the external and internal university factors that
influence students' religiosity, but the "mechanisms" and "processes"
through which academic culture, student communities, and social circles
influence changes in religiosity based on grounded theory have been less
frequently studied.

PURPOSE

In this article, we aim to delve into the social mechanisms through which
academic culture influences changes in students' religiosity, employing
grounded theory.

By examining academic culture and student subcultures, dorm culture,
student organizations, academic societies, and the like, we seek to
understand the contexts and mechanisms through which the field of social
interactions in universities influences changes in students' religiosity.
Understanding the conditions, mechanisms, and processes is crucial both
from a descriptive perspective (better understanding the relationship
between academic culture and religiosity, and the interaction of science and
religion in universities) and from a prescriptive perspective (cultural

policymaking).
METHODOLOGY

This study is a qualitative research conducted based on "grounded theory."
To collect data related to the mechanisms through which academic culture
influences students' religiosity, semi-structured interviews were employed.
For participant selection, we utilized "purposive sampling,”" a type of non-
probability sampling method. Sixteen Iranian undergraduate and graduate
students were interviewed. Participants were initially asked to narrate their
religious beliefs upon entering university and their current religious status.
They were then asked to identify turning points in their religious
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ABSTRACT

Empirical research indicates that academic culture influences students' religiosity. However,
to gain a deeper understanding of this phenomenon—essential for socio-cultural policy-
making—it is necessary to precisely identify the mechanisms and processes through which
this influence occurs. The present study endeavors to identify and analyze the primary
mechanisms and processes through which universities influence students' religiosity by
employing the grounded theory approach and conducting semi-structured interviews with 16
students who have experienced significant changes in their religiosity during their university
years. From the analysis of the interviews, 12 core categories such as "diversity of
viewpoints and lifestyles," "
religious people", and many sub-categories and concepts in each of them, emerged and were
formulated. A core theoretical proposition, "double edged nature of academic culture
regarding the religiosity," was derived. Based on this core theoretical proposition, the impact

educational culture," and "attractiveness and repulsion of

of academic culture on students' religiosity is not a one-sided, continuous, and linear process,
but rather a two-way and dynamic one. In other words, academic culture, depending on
social conditions and situations, can lead to both an increase and decrease in students'
religiosity. In this regard, the status of students' religiosity can be considered a social
construct, meaning that changes in students' religiosity are more the result of social
interactions in student clubs, dormitories, and student organizations rather than the result of
students' logical and rational philosophical and theological arguments.

Keywords: Double edged academic culture, Social mechanisms, Changes in religiosity,
Grounded theory

1. Postdoctoral Researcher, Institute for Science and Technology Studies, Shahid Beheshti
University, Tehran, Iran
P< Hamed.manouchehri@physics.sharif.edu

2. Assistant Professor, Institute for Science and Technology Studies, Shahid Beheshti
University, Tehran, Iran

P< mj_esmaeili@sbu.ac.ir

* Correspondent Author



https://doi.org/10.22035/jicr.2023.3125.3438
https://doi.org/10.22035/jicr.2025.3403.3658
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
mailto:mj_esmaeili@sbu.ac.ir




BIBLIOGRAPHY

Addie, J. P. D. (2016). From the urban university to universities in urban
society. Regional Studies, 51(7), 1089—1099. doi:10.1080/00343404.2016.1224334

Boulton, G., & Lucas, C. (2011). What are universities for? Chinese Science
Bulletin, 56,2506-2517. doi: 10.1007/s11434-011-4608-7

Enli, G., & Rosenberg, L. T. (2018). Trust in the Age of Social Media: Populist
Politicians Seem More Authentic. Social Media + Society, 4(1).
doi:10.1177/2056305118764430

Hosseini, S. H., Nosraty, N., & Tomraee, S. (2025). Children, Healthy Lifestyle and
Media Literacy. Journal of Cyberspace  Studies, 9(1), 1-23. doi:
10.22059/jcss.2024.387609.1120

Moscardini, A. O., Strachan, R., & Vlasova, T. (2022). The role of universities in
modern  society. Studies  in  Higher  Education, 47(4), 812-830.
doi:10.1080/03075079.2020.1807493

Nosraty, N., Sakhaei, S., & Rezaei, R. (2021). The impact of social media on
mental health: A critical examination. Socio-Spatial Studies, 5(1), 101-11. doi:
10.22034/50¢.2021.212042

Sarfi, M., Darvishi, M., Zohouri, M., Nosrati, S., & Zamani, M. (2021). Google’s
University? An exploration of academic influence on the tech giant's
propaganda. Journal of Cyberspace Studies, 5(2), 181-202.
do0i:10.22059/JCSS.2021.93901

Shahghasemi, E. (2023). Ukraine War as Fought on Iran’s X. Journal of World
Sociopolitical Studies, 7(3), 573-607. doi: 10.22059/wsps.2024.369923.1402

Ucan, S. (2024). Investigating the processes involved in Twitter/X-supported
collaborative learning and their relationship with learning outcomes. Education
and Information Technologies, 1-42. doi:10.1007/s10639-024-13147-3

Viviani, M., & Pasi, G. (2017). Credibility in social media: opinions, news, and
health information—a survey. Wiley interdisciplinary reviews: Data Mining and
Knowledge Discovery, 7(5), €1209. doi: 10.1002/widm.1209

Warner-Sgderholm, G., Bertsch, A., Sawe, E., Lee, D., Wolfe, T., Meyer, J., ... &
Fatilua, U. N. (2018). Who trusts social media?. Computers in human
behavior, 81, 303-315. doi:10.1016/j.chb.2017.12.026

Iranian Cultural Research

33

Abstract



https://doi.org/10.1080/00343404.2016.1224334
https://doi.org/10.1080/00343404.2016.1224334
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11434-011-4608-7
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11434-011-4608-7
https://doi.org/10.1177/2056305118764430
https://doi.org/10.1177/2056305118764430
https://doi.org/10.1177/2056305118764430
https://doi.org/10.22059/jcss.2024.387609.1120
https://doi.org/10.22059/jcss.2024.387609.1120
https://doi.org/10.22059/jcss.2024.387609.1120
https://doi.org/10.1080/03075079.2020.1807493
https://doi.org/10.1080/03075079.2020.1807493
https://doi.org/10.1080/03075079.2020.1807493
https://doi.org/10.22034/soc.2021.212042
https://doi.org/10.22034/soc.2021.212042
https://doi.org/10.22034/soc.2021.212042
https://doi.org/10.22059/JCSS.2021.93901
https://doi.org/10.22059/JCSS.2021.93901
https://doi.org/10.22059/JCSS.2021.93901
https://doi.org/10.22059/JCSS.2021.93901
https://doi.org/10.22059/wsps.2024.369923.1402
https://doi.org/10.22059/wsps.2024.369923.1402
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10639-024-13147-3
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10639-024-13147-3
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10639-024-13147-3
https://doi.org/10.1002/widm.1209
https://doi.org/10.1002/widm.1209
https://doi.org/10.1002/widm.1209
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chb.2017.12.026
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chb.2017.12.026
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chb.2017.12.026

Iranian Cultural Research

32

Vol. 18
Issue 2
Summer 2025

relationships and admiration for certain professors, were juxtaposed with
challenges like interpersonal tensions, dissatisfaction with university
policies, and the emotional toll of academic life. Interactions with university
security personnel and gendered perceptions added layers of complexity,
reflecting broader cultural and institutional influences.

These findings emphasize the importance of fostering a supportive and
inclusive academic environment. Efforts to strengthen student-professor
relationships, address concerns about university policies, and enhance peer
dynamics could significantly improve students’ overall experiences.
Moreover, recognizing the emotional impact of university life emphasizes
the need for mental health resources and supportive institutional
frameworks.

NOVELTY

This manuscript presents a pioneering approach to understanding Iranian
university students' sentiments by leveraging real-time data from the social
platform X. Unlike traditional survey-based methods, this study employs
advanced sentiment analysis and K-means clustering to uncover unfiltered,
authentic perspectives. The thematic insights span social, academic, and
institutional dynamics, offering a comprehensive view of students’
experiences. By integrating modern data analytics with qualitative
exploration, this research provides actionable findings, highlighting its
innovative contribution to educational and social studies in Iran.
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“HooshvareLab/bert-fa-base-uncased-sentiment-deepsentipers-multi” model,
categorizing posts into emotions such as happiness, anger, and neutrality. To
explore thematic patterns, K-means clustering was applied to text vectors
created using TF-IDF vectorization. Optimal cluster numbers were
determined using the Elbow Method, Silhouette Scores, and Davies-Bouldin
Index. These methods ensured reliable categorization of students' sentiments
and experiences into seven key clusters, revealing the underlying dynamics
of their university life.

FINDINGS

The study's findings provide a comprehensive overview of Iranian university
students' sentiments and perspectives, categorized into seven thematic
clusters through K-means clustering. The analysis revealed a balanced
distribution of positive and negative sentiments, reflecting the complexity of
students' experiences. Cluster 0 highlighted the multifaceted aspects of
university life, emphasizing professor-student relationships. Posts ranged
from admiration for teaching styles and personal qualities to critiques of
perceived unfairness and stress during exams. Cluster 1 focused on positive
social dynamics, showcasing satisfaction with peer relationships, university
staff, and the overall campus atmosphere. Conversely, Cluster 2 captured
negative sentiments directed toward peers, characterized by criticism and
interpersonal tensions. Cluster 3 emphasized interactions with university
security personnel, with posts frequently expressing dissatisfaction with
strict policies and perceived authoritarian behavior. Cluster 4 explored
perceptions of male students, encompassing both negative judgments about
appearance and behavior and positive expressions of admiration. Cluster 5
delved into the emotional impact of university life, portraying its dual role as
a source of joy and stress, highlighting the deep influence on students'
mental health. Finally, Cluster 6 examined student-professor dynamics,
ranging from critiques of teaching methods to acknowledgment of
professors' supportive roles.

CONCLUSION

This study provides a realistic understanding of Iranian university students’
sentiments and experiences within their academic environments, offering
valuable insights for administrators, educators, and policymakers. By
analyzing 5,108 posts from the social platform X, the research highlighted
the multifaceted dynamics of students’ university lives, revealing a balanced
spectrum of positive and negative emotions. The clustering analysis
identified seven thematic groups, each shedding light on distinct aspects of
student experiences. Positive dimensions, such as satisfying social
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INTRODUCTION

The university environment plays a pivotal role in shaping the intellectual,
emotional, and social dimensions of students' lives. As centers of education
and innovation, universities provide a foundation for personal growth, career
development, and societal contribution. However, understanding the
perspectives of students regarding their university experiences, including
both challenges and opportunities, remains a critical area of exploration.
Such insights not only reflect the students' interactions with the academic
ecosystem but also shed light on the institutional, cultural, and interpersonal
dynamics that influence their well-being and success. This study focuses on
the sentiments and opinions of Iranian university students, aiming to
decipher their complex relationship with their academic environment.
Utilizing data from the social platform X (formerly known as Twitter), this
research analyzes 5,108 unique posts published over a one-year period. The
platform serves as a fertile ground for capturing real-time, unfiltered
expressions, making it a valuable resource for understanding public
sentiment and discourse.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this article is to analyze the sentiments and perspectives of
Iranian university students regarding their academic environment using data
from the social platform X. By employing advanced sentiment analysis and
clustering techniques, the study aims to identify key themes and emotional
patterns in students’ experiences. The findings partly seek to provide
actionable insights for university administrators and policymakers to address
challenges, enhance the quality of education, and foster a supportive and
inclusive academic atmosphere.

METHODOLOGY

This study employs a mixed-methods approach to analyze the sentiments
and perspectives of Iranian university students regarding their academic
environment. Data were collected from the social platform X, encompassing
5,108 unique posts published between December 2023 and December 2024.
Posts were retrieved using the platform's API, focusing on Persian-language
content that discussed various aspects of university life, including academic,
social, and institutional dimensions. The collected data underwent
preprocessing, which included cleaning, tokenization, and normalization
using Python-based tools optimized for Persian text. Stopwords, duplicates,
and irrelevant content were removed to ensure data integrity. Sentiment
analysis was conducted using Hugging Face Transformers and the
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ABSTRACT

This study analyzes the emotions and perspectives of Iranian students regarding
universities and their environments. The research data includes 5,108 unique posts from
the social platform X, published between December 2023 and December 2024. Sentiment
analysis was conducted using modern tools and K-means clustering, which identified
seven main clusters: Cluster 0 addressed multiple aspects of university life, particularly
emphasizing professors. Cluster 1 presented a more positive view of social life at the
university, highlighting appreciation for student relationships and satisfaction with
interactions with staff and the general university atmosphere. In contrast, Cluster 2
revealed negative emotions and criticisms toward peers. Cluster 3 focused on student
interactions with university security staff, expressing concerns about strictness, perceived
hypocrisy, and intrusive behavior. Cluster 4 specifically focused on male students, with
posts ranging from negative judgments about their appearance and behavior to
expressions of interest and admiration. Cluster 5 reflected the profound emotional impact
of university life on students’ well-being, encompassing both joys and frustrations within
this unique environment. Finally, Cluster 6 explored relationships between students and
professors.

Keywords: X, university culture, informal culture, university studies
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The article proposes that universities must return to their core mission: the
cultivation of modern, creative, critical, and responsible individuals. This
revival demands a commitment to enhancing educational quality,
safeguarding academic freedom, ensuring institutional independence, and
creating spaces for open and creative dialogue within university settings.
Only through a persistent effort to acknowledge and address structural
deficiencies can Iranian universities reclaim their role as engines of cultural
and social dynamism.

Without such a fundamental reconstruction, Iranian universities will
remain incapable of responding to global technological, cultural, and social
challenges, and may even exacerbate the crises facing society. Thus, the
future of the university—and by extension, the future of Iranian society—is
inseparably tied to a profound reconsideration of the university’s role,
mission, and institutional structure.

NOVELTY

The novelty of this article lies in its critical analysis of the university-society
relationship in Iran, particularly by distinguishing between the "supportive
university" and the "identity-oriented university." The article proposes that a
genuine and lasting connection between universities and society can only be
achieved by returning to the cultural and historical mission of universities. It
offers a fundamental critique of the commercialization and service-
orientation of universities and emphasizes the need for the revival of
academic freedom, institutional independence, and educational quality in
order for universities to play a meaningful role in social and cultural
transformations.
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genealogy of universities and the impact of Iran’s rentier oil economy on the
emergence of service-oriented academic institutions. Moreover, references
to empirical studies on student alienation, and analyses of survey findings,
significantly strengthen the article’s arguments.

FINDINGS

The findings reveal that, since the 1950s, Iranian universities—under the
influence of the oil economy and state policies—have increasingly adopted
a service-oriented identity. This identity shift has diverted universities from
cultivating modern, critical, and socially engaged individuals.
Policies promoting localism and de-internationalization after the Islamic
Revolution further isolated Iranian universities from global academic
networks, resulting in intellectual stagnation and reduced dynamism.
At the individual level, these trends have led to the widespread prevalence
of academic alienation, student disillusionment, weakened critical
capacities, and a growing desire for emigration. Multiple empirical studies,
including research by Zaka'i and Esma'ili (2011), confirm that students in
the humanities and social sciences experience feelings of powerlessness,
social isolation, and estrangement from educational processes.
At the institutional level, the dominant discourse positioning universities as
service providers has severely undermined their scientific and institutional
autonomy. Instead of generating critical and innovative knowledge,
universities have largely focused on credentialism, commissioned projects,
and the production of quantitative outputs. Furthermore, due to the failure to
foster cultural subjects and the absence of an intercultural academic
environment, [ranian universities have become ill-equipped to confront the
challenges of globalization, technological innovation, and the socio-cultural
transformations of the contemporary world. Based on these findings, the
article emphasizes that Iranian universities—particularly in today's
globalized context—must serve as mediators and producers of modern
culture and identity. Achieving this requires a return to their historical
mission: the cultivation of modern, critical individuals.

CONCLUSION

Reconstructing the organic link between universities and society in Iran
necessitates a fundamental rethinking of the dominant discourse surrounding
higher education. Commercialization, service-orientation, and the
bureaucratization and ideological subordination of universities not only fail to
foster deep societal engagement but also render universities ineffective and
alienated from social developments.
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INTRODUCTION

This article critically examines the relationship between the university and
society in Iran. Drawing upon global theoretical frameworks—particularly
Ronald Barnett’s perspectives—it argues that the connection between
universities and society is no longer a given, but has become a site of crisis.
In Iran, beyond global dynamics, specific political, social, and economic
transformations have eroded the institutional independence of universities,
steering them toward short-term governmental interests and market-driven
imperatives. The absence of an organic bond between universities and
society stems not merely from technical inefficiencies but from profound
cultural and discursive crises. By distinguishing between two models—the
"supportive university" and the "identity-oriented university"—this article
contends that a genuine and constructive relationship with society can only
be forged through a return to the university’s cultural and historical mission.

OBJECTIVE

The primary objective of this study is to offer a critical analysis of the
evolving relationship between universities and society in contemporary Iran.
It seeks to demonstrate how and why Iranian universities have gradually
distanced themselves from their identity-shaping and cultural functions,
transforming into bureaucratic and service-oriented institutions.
Furthermore, the article aims to propose a theoretical framework for
reconstructing an organic relationship between universities and society.
Providing a fundamental critique of official higher education policies—such
as the commercialization of knowledge, the entrepreneurial university
model, and cultural quarantine strategies—is an integral part of this
objective. Ultimately, the article argues that strengthening the university-
society nexus requires a revival of quality education, the nurturing of
modern subjects, and a reinvigoration of scientific and cultural values
rooted in modernity.

METHODOLOGY

This research adopts an analytical-critical approach based on qualitative
methods. The author draws on his lived experiences within Iranian
academic environments, supplemented by a comprehensive review of
authoritative domestic and international theoretical studies. The primary
methodologies employed include discourse analysis of higher education
policies, historical investigation into the evolution of universities in Iran,
and critical evaluation of the economic and political structures influencing
higher education. Particular emphasis is placed on the institutional
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ABSTRACT

This article provides an analysis of the current position of the university institution in
Iran, focusing on its connection with society. Over recent decades, the processes of
bureaucratization and commercialization have imposed various structural and political
pressures on the university, pushing it to serve commercial and political goals. In this
article, I aim to highlight the diverse aspects and manifestations of these pressures and
reveal their detrimental consequences for the educational, research, and cultural functions
of universities. These challenges and pressures are not exclusive to the university
institution in Iran; other societies face similar issues. Drawing on existing research, |
explain this global aspect, but my emphasis is on the university institution in Iran. I argue
that to address these challenges, it is not necessary to rely on the commercial and political
functions of universities to strengthen their ties with society. Instead, if universities focus
on their historical and traditional roles—cultivating educated and socially efficient
individuals and serving the modern cultural values from which they originated—they can
establish an organic connection with society. I distinguish between two models of
universities: the "supportive university" and the "identity-oriented university." I argue that
a supportive university cannot forge a strong and structural bond with society. What is
needed is an identity-oriented university that remains true to its modern identity. To this
end, I provide a historical review of the evolution of the university institution in Iran and
demonstrate that the approach of rendering universities as mere service providers has not
strengthened their connection with society—and cannot do so. Emphasizing the service-
oriented approach to universities further undermines their freedom and independence,
adversely affects the quality of education and research, and fails to bridge the gap
between universities and society.

Keywords: university, academic culture, supportive university, Identity university,
academic values
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facing social sciences in Iran. Additionally, the article offers solutions
for improving the academic field through institutional reforms and
enhancing academic independence.
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Many research grants are awarded to individuals lacking academic
qualifications, while deserving researchers are overlooked. This
misallocation leads to inequalities in resource distribution and a
decline in the quality of academic research.

CONCLUSION

This text provides a critical analysis of the state of social sciences in
Iran, particularly sociology, drawing on the ideas of Charles Wright
Mills. It argues that much of the research in this field is influenced by
grand theories and abstract empiricism, which focus on statistical data
without solid theoretical grounding, leading to a situation of
"theoretical inflation and practical stagnation."

The analysis emphasizes the role of competition for capital and
position in shaping academic discourses and social fields. It also
discusses how political interference and the process of securitization
in Iran influence the distribution of rent, impacting educational and
research practices. These interventions encourage the creation of
networks and the support of individuals who distance themselves
from practical competition.

The text further highlights the interaction between habitus and
discourses within these fields and their effect on the production of
theories and knowledge. Ultimately, it suggests that despite
challenges, social sciences in Iran have made some progress, yet the
broader environment of rent-based access limits the potential for
substantial transformative change, reducing intellectual output to "a
little bit of everything" in the hope of maintaining fragile stability
without escalating violence.

NOVELTY

The study's primary innovation lies in its combination of Bourdieu’s
and North's theoretical frameworks to analyze the academic social
sciences field in Iran. This theoretical synthesis enables an in-depth
examination of the effects of limited access orders and power
relations on the mechanisms of the social sciences field. Unlike
previous research, which predominantly relied on theoretical or
institutional analyses, this study adopts an interdisciplinary approach
to provide a more comprehensive understanding of the challenges



FINDINGS
1. Dominance of Political Field over Academic Field

The findings indicate that the political field significantly dominates the
social sciences field. This dominance manifests through the imposition
of non-academic criteria for faculty recruitment and promotion, the
formulation of university-wide policies, and political interventions in
educational and research processes. Many interviewees highlighted the
direct involvement of political institutions in academic decision-making,
which undermines academic independence.

2. Isolation of Social Sciences Field

The social sciences field in Iran maintains limited connections with
other social and economic fields. This isolation weakens the position
of students and academics in their interactions with the political and
economic fields. Additionally, weak international collaborations and
limited engagement with global academic communities further
diminish the influence of this field.

3. Lack of Capital

The findings reveal that most members of the academic social sciences
field possess limited economic, social, and cultural capital. The
combination of low economic capital and high cultural capital creates a
class with restricted capacity for social influence. This situation not
only exacerbates inequalities in accessing academic resources but also
reduces motivation for participation in scholarly activities.

4. Weak Scientific Networks and Research Collaborations

The analysis shows that academic interactions in the social sciences
field are minimal. The lack of joint research projects, insufficient
ongoing communication between faculty and students, and limited
opportunities for scholarly exchange are major contributing factors.
Formal events, such as thesis defenses and seminars, are often
ritualistic and lack substantive academic depth.

5. Misallocation of Resources and Unrelated Capital

The academic social sciences field, influenced by political and
economic fields, has become a space for misallocation of resources.
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INTRODUCTION

This article analyzes the state of social sciences in Iran, focusing on
the academic field, particularly sociology. Social sciences in Iran
have consistently faced challenges such as weak intellectual
traditions, tensions between tradition and modernity, and the issue of
indigenizing knowledge. Some analysts argue that social sciences in
Iran are either inefficient or lack functionality. Furthermore, the
knowledge production system in this field is directly influenced by
the political and bureaucratic fields, resulting in institutional
weakness, fragmented discourses, and limitations in producing social
knowledge. This study employs Bourdieu’s field theory and Douglas
North's theory of access orders to explore and analyze the
characteristics of the academic field of social sciences in Iran.

PURPOSE

The primary objective of this study is to delineate the characteristics
of the academic field of social sciences in Iran and to identify the
impacts of political and economic fields on the mechanisms of
knowledge production. As a matter of fact, an attempt is made seek
how the political and bureaucratic fields influence the rules,
standards, and positions within the social sciences field and how these
impacts lead to specific structures in the production and reproduction
of knowledge. Moreover, the study aims to analyze the connections
between the academic field and other fields to identify the strengths
and weaknesses of the scientific system of social sciences in Iran.

METHODOLOGY

This is a qualitative research which has employed grounded theory as
a method. Data were collected through semi-structured interviews
with 49 participants, including faculty members, students, and
researchers in the field of social sciences from major universities in
Tehran. The interviewees were purposively selected and continued
until data saturation was achieved. Open and axial coding techniques
were used to analyze the data and extract the core concepts.
Additionally, the researcher’s lived experiences and analyses of
documents and previous studies in the field of Iranian social sciences
enriched the data.
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ABSTRACT

Numerous studies have examined the state of social sciences in Iran, with some exploring
theoretical foundations of these sciences by focusing on factors such as strengths or
weaknesses of intellectual traditions, tradition versus modernity challenges, and the tension
between "Western" and indigenous sciences. Others have concentrated on social
mechanisms of scientific production, analyzing institutional and organizational issues. While
these two approaches are not inherently contradictory, an excessive emphasis on either
caused a gap between formal analysis of social sciences and their substantive examination.
This article, employing the grounded theory, focuses on the status of social sciences in
academia, particularly in the field of sociology. The aim is to view academic social sciences
as a "field" and bridge the aforementioned gap by linking the content of knowledge
produced in Iran's academic social sciences with the mechanisms of its production. The
primary issue addressed is mapping the characteristics of the academic field, with a focus on
its rules, standards, positions, capitals, and mechanisms for value creation. To achieve this,
the study also considers social sciences beyond the academic field to gain a comprehensive
understanding of the field as a whole. The analysis emphasizes the distribution of rent
among positions and the specific forms of differentiation within a field shaped by the
dynamics of a limited access order.
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the method of supervision and control, and the attention given to personal
and behavioral characteristics of the students. Based on these criteria, the
main supervisory styles were identified as delegators, disciplined caretakers,
emotional supporters, personal coaches, and collaborative mentors, with
each having its own potential sub-styles. These supervisory preferences are
primarily influenced by faculty members' experiences, abilities, and habits
developed within educational groups over time, rather than by university
bureaucracy or institutional guidelines. In essence, agency, choice, and
situational context largely shape supervisory practices, particularly in
humanities departments.

The study underscores the high degree of flexibility and situational
adaptability in supervisory practices, suggesting a lack of rigid, standardized
norms and an openness to individual interpretation. Additionally, we
examined the role of power dynamics in influencing faculty supervisory
styles. Faculty preferences are closely tied to their academic, relational,
cultural, and symbolic capital, as well as departmental traditions, field-
specific cultures, departmental climate, and academic cycles. Consequently,
these supervisory styles reflect the cumulative impact of academic
experiences, personal habits, and academic life cycles rather than
standardized institutional practices.

NOVELTY

The effort to categorize supervisory styles and the considerations and
rationale faculty members in humanities employ in guiding theses and
dissertations presents a valuable opportunity for universities. Such an
endeavor allows for institutional reflection on these experiences and
provides a framework for faculty members to contemplate and potentially
re-evaluate their roles. This introspection may lead to more effective
mentorship, enriching both the academic environment and the quality of
student guidance.
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1. Delegators: Minimal interaction, sporadic and occasional supervision,
with a formal or informal approach.

2. Disciplined Caretakers: Consistent, step-by-step interaction with a
focus on process and a professional, formal relationship.

3. Emotional Supporters: Ongoing interaction with attention to process,
providing encouragement and motivation in an informal setting.

4. Personal Coaches: Detailed supervision with intensive, ongoing
interaction, using a semi-formal or informal approach.

5. Collaborative Mentors: Detailed supervision, content-focused with
shared responsibilities, using a formal or semi-formal approach.

These supervisory styles may evolve as faculty members progress,
shaped by past experiences, organizational conditions, and personal
reflections. Although these styles indicate general preferences and priorities
of supervisors, they may display flexibility while working with students
who have either strong or limited skills and cultural capital. Moreover, these
preferred styles are not exclusive; they represent prevailing trends, and in
certain situations, supervisors may adopt traits from other styles or deviate
temporarily from their habitual approach.

Supervision has also been described as a source of fulfillment and
opportunity for faculty members. Many have found guiding theses and
dissertations—especially in the role of primary supervisor—to be a
rewarding and enriching experience. This satisfaction often includes a mix
of intrinsic rewards, such as feelings of pride and achievement from
students' growth, satisfaction from upholding professional and academic
values, peace of mind by assisting less privileged students, compensation
for organizational frustrations, and a sense of fulfillment in completing their
professional roles.

On the other hand, the challenges expressed by faculty primarily relate to
ambiguity in the organizational norms governing supervision and the impact
of personal relationships and power dynamics at various levels of
university, especially in faculty-to-faculty interactions.

CONCLUSION

The supervisory styles identified can be distinguished across three primary
continuums: the extent of faculty intervention (allowing student autonomy),



3. What obstacles or opportunities do supervisors encounter with in the
course of student supervision?

METHODOLOGY

Given the qualitative nature of the above research questions, this study
employs thematic analysis. Although the study's overall aim is to identify
the styles, obstacles, and opportunities related to thesis supervision,
following an exploratory approach rather than relying on predefined
conceptual frameworks or models allows flexibility. In other words, the
categories derived for each theme are based on extraction from the data
itself rather than on preconceived concepts.

In thematic analysis, the researcher aims to understand what and how
people experience and what meaning these experiences might hold. The
thematic analysis is considered a method or process for identifying and
coding meaningful patterns in a qualitative research. This approach focuses
on identifying, examining, and recording patterns and themes within the
data, emphasizing tendencies and patterns in individuals' lives and
conversations with the goal of producing and describing strategies and
behaviors (Zaka’i, 2020, p. 84).

Data collection involved semi-structured qualitative interviews with 22
faculty members from various disciplines at Allameh Tabataba'i University.
Key topics included professors' considerations in selecting students and
research topics, alignment of professional priorities with their students,
supervisory habits and styles, reflections and changes in approaches over
the course of their careers, challenges encountered, and strategies for
managing these challenges. While shared aspects of university culture and
certain epistemological and methodological similarities within social
sciences enhance the reliability of this study’s findings, caution is required
while generalizing these findings to other disciplinary traditions and
academic cultures.

FINDINGS

The identified supervisory styles, categorized based on three factors—
personal discipline, inclination towards collaboration (desire for
involvement), and expectations from students and the supervisory process—
can be grouped into five main types:
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INTRODUCTION

Supervision is a formal process grounded in the relationship between the
supervisor and the student under their guidance, in which the supervisor’s
role is to help the student cultivate professional behaviors and competencies
suitable for their professional activities (Loganbill & Hardy, 1983). While
the choice of supervisory styles is generally an individual decision shaped
by experiences and values of supervisors and, secondarily, by their
disciplinary or academic culture, in recent decades, recommended or made
mandatory protocols and guidelines in many Western countries have
influenced this relationship. Consequently, the autonomy of professors has
increasingly been constrained by the organizational culture and the
bureaucratic set up of universities. The positive or negative effects of these
guidelines and interventions have been the subject of various studies and
articles (e.g., Amundsen & McAlpine, 2009; De Beer & Mason, 2009;
Grant et al., 2012), resulting in diverse and sometimes contradictory
findings. Advocates of formal, bureaucratic control and guidance focus on
educational equity, meeting the needs of the job market, and essentially on
standardizing and making supervisory activities assessable (quality control).
Conversely, critiques of standardization emphasize the restriction of
autonomy, the unnecessary mechanization and routinization of supervision,
and the control over the agency of supervisors.

Another, less-studied aspect of thesis supervision is its impact on the
learning and capabilities of supervisors themselves in fulfilling their
teaching and research roles. Supervising offers an ideal opportunity for
professors to enhance their skills and creativity in building connections,
gaining experience, advancing and updating their knowledge in their
specialized fields, and reflecting these experiences and skills.

There is a lack of systematic studies on the experiences of Iranian
professors in fulfilling their role as supervisors or advisors and their
preferred supervisory styles. Given this, the aim of this research is to
explore supervisory styles and the experiences of academics in social
sciences, identifying the opportunities and challenges they encounter with.
Aligned with this objective, the main research questions are:

1. What patterns and styles do supervisors use in guiding their students?

2. What experiences and lessons supervisors acquire by guiding student theses?
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Dissertations and theses are essential components in the process of knowledge production
within universities and higher education institutions. Improving their quality and standards is
key to ensuring the advancement of knowledge and strengthening its connection within
social and cultural context. Based on thematic analysis of semi-structured interviews with
twenty-two faculty members from Allameh Tabataba'i University, this article seeks to
identify the supervisory styles employed by faculty and assesses their views on opportunities
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characteristics-the main supervision styles can be categorized into five: delegators,
disciplined caregivers, emotional supporters, personal and collaborative mentors, each with
subcategories. These styles are shaped less by formal organizational rules and frameworks
and more by personal experiences, preferences, power dynamics within the university,
subcultures around these dynamics, and situational factors, leading to various opportunities
and limitations for faculty members.
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