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2. fabula/story

3. discourse

4. narratological mode
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1. emplotment

2. material events

3. discourse mode

4. focalization

5. narrative perspective
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1. Oatley

2. perspective-shift

3. affective exemplification

4. counterfactual / simulated practice
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. cognitive empathy
. emotional empathy
.transportation
.theory of mind
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1. othering
2. Aristotle
3. conflictual, multi-criteria scenarios
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1. affective regulation
2. cultivating self-restraint
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1. emotional catharsis
2. Nanay

3. gradual exposure
4. aesthetic distance
5. Foa

6. Kozak
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1. Entman
2. practical exemplars
3. reframing
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1. Spooner
2. Mambrol
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. Social Determination of Knowledge
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. Casuation

. Origination

. Interdependence
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0NN L kW~

. Harmony

ol Sonp i s
YA

\gla.fac\ﬁ 893

V0l
V¥ by




S (Sinp o aldd
Y4

Lol adousl s

= L) gl s (Sl ClB Ol 03 Gheaie) paie 4 e
3 e a8 33l o opeil S5 sl AT e deas |y (ylken Loy
OlaaiS o Sl 3 L ildas s o OLSGl anaioss g5 Lol (ol Loyl
&b oAl S 0pss o p3 - sl Sl 5 lajls S 51 sCess = (e
Cés@:W\}QJABQL,ML;»%ﬁ;ﬁ&&id@\h&»@@yjcéb
o ¢ s WSLe 0V S 5 WS S e i sl sl w aib
315 s ton eyl adaite S 3wl Jolse Jalos ol |y (ke a2
(lad sie Sllio 103l 50) Gasetio (San b ol 3 55 (o 3 3 5 0l
Ll gl ) o ol Sbme O (25 Jomaosd 5 (S 453,80 i
AL o e b o8uus sl & e VY QL) calasle 058!
Sedeel p cthlden c(g 5 Caliin  (ible lao, Kl 5 (&) lapkn
sldzel 3 w35t pazilS) Sl 5 el 5 S ls i) sla L
oS b 5 sl sy (hlheey SBLas Joale Cmlgle JHLS waisl
Al AT 50 wlieas (1 )lho) ool b s Ll o sen) Jolse 3l glas soms
93 (P, Al 5 (elaz] Sl s (e S elai| Cumd o)) @ atunsls |
aye ‘(.{L@Jb) 5,8 o ks
2Tl elazal Cunlos 3L 5 (58l oS )3 Dle bl )
Sl b e 2 5SS 0l s bes (S Cbge 31 Sl 5 6B 531 B
6uojﬁ6résdﬁow4;§:’w‘ Sda il i 6,k slee S (6ol ssleiai]
aslieas |y o lalus slaves S 5 (s olay adlas) lgeas |y (lylden (glail>
(e olon! oad Caw i3 .xMSda(..@.e (L& les 9 o pde H 85500

AN 9558 o0 GAS 300 Py 5 ieComign by s g S0 (ke

1. Max Ferdinand Scheler (1874-1928)
2. Karl Mannheim (1893-1947)
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Research limitations/implications: The study is delimited to five central texts.
Future research should extend this semiotic mapping to religious rituals,
contemporary cinema, or political posters.

Practical implications: Effective diplomacy requires a strategy of “cultural
translation,” acknowledging that core concepts like “defence” and “peace” are
processed through incommensurable cultural codes.

Social implications: By excavating deep-rooted peace narratives, the study
challenges one-dimensional, threat-centric portrayals of Iran and fosters the
intercultural literacy needed to reduce global polarisation.

Originality/value: The article provides an indispensable interpretive key for
Iranian foreign policy that transcends materialist and institutionalist IR
assumptions, demonstrating that the “cultural rationality” of civilisation-states is an
irreducible factor in their conduct.
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DISCUSSION

Peaceful order-building and steadfast resistance are two sides of the single
“Justice-Oriented Peace” narrative. Manifested in Persepolis and encoded in the
Derafsh-e Kaviani myth, this narrative produces a pattern where peace is contingent
upon justice, and in its absence, defensive action becomes an ethical necessity—
never aggression. The contemporary doctrine of rejecting “neither war nor imposed
peace” (Khamenei, 1404) is the direct political translation of this enduring logic.
The structural source of the Iran-West gap is not a mere conflict of material
> arising from semiotic borders lacking a
functional “bilingual zone” for mutual translation (Fuller, 1991; Axworthy, 2016, p.
412; Haass, 2020, p. 167).

interests but a “clash of cultural codes,’

While this analysis reveals how the grand narrative of “Justice-Oriented Peace”
makes Iran’s actions culturally intelligible, it should not slide into cultural
determinism. In Lotmanian terms, the semiosphere is a dynamic and internally
contested system, not a closed, fully deterministic structure. The extracted narrative
is best understood as a powerful “discursive resource” for legitimizing action—not
its sole sufficient cause. Political actors, as semiotic agents, may consciously select,
accentuate, or recalibrate elements of this narrative in response to strategic
imperatives. Furthermore, Iran’s semiosphere is far from monophonic: alongside
the epic narrative of justice-seeking, parallel currents—such as bureaucratic
pragmatism or mystical cosmopolitanism—have long coexisted, each capable of
justifying a different pattern of action under specific conditions. Acknowledging
this polyphony moves the analysis away from a static, essentialist view of Iranian
culture and aligns it more fully with the Lotmanian concepts of indeterminacy and
the dialogic nature of culture.

CONCLUSION

By centring Lotman’s Semiosphere, the study unearthed a persistent cultural
grammar in which the axial “Arta/Druj” dichotomy simultaneously generates
peaceful order-seeking and the imperative of legitimate defence. The key theoretical
contribution is a systematic, semiotic explanation of the interpretive gap,
underscoring the urgent need for “cultural translation” in diplomacy.

NOVELTY

The study bridges Cultural Semiotics and International Relations in the Iran case by
operationalising the “Semiosphere” as a concrete analytical framework. It
rigorously formulates “Arta/Druj” as the central meaning-making mechanism and
demonstrates its systematic reproduction across five symbolic domains—myth,
architecture, epic, landscape, and poetry. The comparative tabulation of clashing
interpretive codes of the two semiospheres also constitutes a novel contribution.
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A comparative analysis of the two semiospheres, summarised in Table,
systematically demonstrates how identical actions receive radically opposed
translations depending on the semiotic codes of each sphere.

Tablel: Comparative Analysis of Fundamental Codes in the Iranian and Western
Semiospheres

Key Concept

Iranian Semiosphere
(Iranshahri/Islamic Code)

Western Semiosphere
(Westphalian/Liberal Code)

Consequences of the
Clash in International
Relations

Definition of
Peace

Justice-Oriented Peace
(Arta): A state in which
justice prevails. Peace
without justice is “Imposed
Peace” (Druj).

Order-Oriented Peace
(Stability): The absence of
war and the consolidation of
the status quo based on the
rules of international law.

Fundamental gap in
negotiations: Iran seeks
a peace that alters an
unjust balance; the West
seeks structural
stability.

Definition of
Security

Endogenous & Collective
Security: Rejection of the
presence of extra-regional
powers (the aggressive
Other) and emphasis on an
indigenous order (e.g., the
Hormuz Peace Endeavour).

Exogenous & Alliance-based
Security: Rooted in
deterrence, military alliances,
and maintaining a balance of
power through the presence of
great powers.

Tension in the Persian
Gulf: Iran’s security
initiatives are
interpreted as
undermining the
U.S.-led order.

Military
Action

Legitimate Defence
(Restoration of Arta): A
response to aggression (e.g.,
the Iran-Iraq War) or
occupation. Initiatory
offensive action is
intrinsically rejected.

Aggression / Intervention:
Any projection of power
beyond formal borders, or
violation of national
sovereignty, is considered
aggression.

Crisis in interpreting
proxies: What Iran calls
the “Axis of Resistance”
and “defensive strategic

depth” is labelled a
“terrorist proxy
network” in the West.

Hostile Other

Arrogant, Aggressor,
Negator of Justice
(Mostakber): The “Other” is
defined by its conduct and
moral stance (its relationship
to justice), not necessarily by
religious or ethnic identity.

Rogue State, Normative
Threat: The “Other” is
defined by its violation of the
rules and norms of the liberal
international order.

Mutual unintelligibility:
Each side perceives the
other as “irrational”
because it does not
follow its own “rules of
the game.”

Source of
Legitimacy

Justice & Spirituality (Farr-e
Izadi / Divine-Popular
Legitimacy): The legitimacy
of political action depends
on adherence to justice and
the struggle against
oppression.

Contract & Law (Rational-
Legal Legitimacy):
Legitimacy derives from
internal democratic processes
and compliance with
international law.

Different bases of
critique: The Western
critique of Iran often

centres on “democracy
and human rights”;
Iran’s critique of the
West centres on
“hegemony and

structural injustice.”

As shown in Table 6, identical actions—such as Iran’s support for regional
allies—are semiotically translated as “legitimate defence” and “resistance against
occupation” within Iran’s semiosphere, yet as “aggression,” “destabilisation,” and
“state-sponsored terrorism” within the Western, Westphalian-liberal semiosphere
(Pompeo, 2018; Bolton, 2018; Hokayem, 2014; Hashemi, 2023).



Iran-West interpretive gap as a clash between two distinct semiospheres,
demonstrating that what appears contradictory in Iran’s foreign policy is internally
coherent.

METHODOLOGY

Using a qualitative, descriptive-analytical approach guided by Lotman’s
semiosphere theory (Lotman, 1990; Lotman, Uspensky, & Mihaychuk, 1978), five
texts were purposefully selected for historical centrality and typological diversity:
Derafsh-e Kaviani (mytho-political), Persepolis (architectural), the Persian Garden
(spatial-landscape), the Shahnameh (epic-literary), and classical Persian poetry
(mystical-humanist). Data were collected through primary text analysis,
visual-archaeological examination, and secondary interpretations. Intertextual
analysis proceeded in three stages: (1) extraction of key signifiers (e.g., Kaveh’s
leather apron, the procession of nations, the Chaharbagh layout, the Iran-Turan
conflict, the body metaphor); (2) identification of binary oppositions centred on
“Arta/Druj”; and (3) tracing the intertextual dialogue to reveal the master narrative.

RESULTS

The five texts collectively reproduce a single Grand Narrative of Justice-Oriented
Peace:

Derafsh-e Kaviani encodes the transition from Druj (Zahhak’s tyranny) to Arta
(Fereydun’s just order), with Kaveh’s leather apron semiotically translated into a
banner of liberation against structural injustice (Abdollahzadeh et al., 1401, pp.
76-77).

Persepolis, through the deliberate absence of defensive fortifications, signifies
an internalised peace and confidence in a just order (Root, 2024, p. 118), while the
gift-bearing nations embody “Pax Persica” (Veyse, 1401, p. 14).

The Persian Garden physically crystallises distributive justice, the symmetrical
Chaharbagh reproducing cosmic order and drawing a boundary between the
organised Self (garden) and chaotic Other (desert) (Khansari et al., 2003).

The Shahnameh constructs an ethical and mythical border between Iran (Arta)
and Turan (Druj), where war is predominantly defensive, a response to aggression
and treaty-breaking, and legitimate peace is conditional upon justice (Nemati, 1394,
p- 390; Rahimi, 1400).

Classical poetry, rooted in the Unity of Existence, dissolves artificial
boundaries. Saadi’s “Bani Adam” conceives humanity as a single body, turning the
poem into a border-crossing text that dialogues with the global semiosphere
(Mehravaran, 1402, p. 849; Kushki et al., 1400, p. 6).
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INTRODUCTION

National and cultural symbols are far more than static emblems of identity; they
function as complex, meaning-generating “texts” that encode a civilisation’s
deep-seated values, normative ideals, and collective memory. As active agents of
signification, these symbols shape the collective imagination and prefigure the
boundaries of legitimate political action in the international arena (Lotman, 1990, p.
123). For a civilisation-state such as Iran, whose historical continuity spans several
millennia, any serious grasp of its international conduct therefore demands a move
beyond superficial policy analysis and into the excavation of the symbolic deep
structures that operate as an implicit “cultural grammar” of action. The central
problem driving this research is the persistent interpretive chasm between Iran’s
dominant image in global discourse—frequently framed as a threat, a source of
instability, or an ideological challenger—and the peace-oriented narrative that is
persistently encoded in its most foundational national and cultural symbols.
Prevailing Western analytical frameworks, with their concentration on ideological
confrontation, nuclear brinkmanship, and security dilemmas, remain largely
inattentive to the endogenous cultural narrative that, if properly decoded, could
unlock the logic behind Iran’s behavioural patterns.

A systematic survey of the literature reveals four principal strands of prior
inquiry: mythological-comparative studies (Rahimi et al., 1405; Abdollahzadeh et
al., 1401), applied semiotic analyses of contemporary representations (Sarpiya,
2018; Najafi et al., 1400), philosophical-mystical investigations of peace in the
thought of individual poets (Kushki et al., 1400; Mehravaran, 1402), and
historical-political studies that either confine peace to discrete periods or adopt
purely realist presuppositions (Roomi, 2023; Rung, 2022). Critically, none of these
strands forges a bridge between deep cultural semiotics and International Relations.
The present study fills this lacuna by deploying Yuri Lotman’s theory of the
“Semiosphere” as a coherent analytical apparatus and by rigorously formulating the
“Arta/Druj” (Just Order/Injustice) duality as the central, meaning-generating
mechanism of Iran’s semiosphere. The empirical material is drawn from five
strategically selected cultural texts—Derafsh-e Kaviani, Persepolis, the Persian
Garden, Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, and classical Persian poetry—and is examined
through intertextual analysis grounded in Lotmanian semiotics. Two overarching
questions guide the inquiry: first, how is the narrative of peace semiotically
formulated and reproduced within Iran’s semiosphere? and second, what
relationship does this symbolic narrative establish with the historical pattern of
Iran’s behaviour in the international system?

PURPOSE

The study aims to disclose a unified “cultural grammar” that systematically
produces a “Grand Narrative of Justice-Oriented Peace” and to explain the
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The findings suggest that Iranian cultural traditions embody a form of ethical
realism, in which power is balanced by moral considerations. This perspective
provides a valuable alternative to dominant Western theories of international
relations, highlighting the potential for integrating cultural and ethical insights into
contemporary discussions on conflict resolution and peacebuilding.

Ultimately, the Shahnameh serves not only as a literary masterpiece but also as a
source of enduring wisdom on the human condition, offering lessons that remain
relevant in today’s world.
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3. Just War and Moral Legitimacy

When war does occur in the Shahnameh, it is typically framed within a moral and
cosmological context. Conflicts are often portrayed as struggles between good and
evil, with the forces of justice opposing tyranny and corruption. This framework
aligns with the concept of “just war,” in which violence is considered legitimate only
under specific ethical conditions.

The criteria for legitimate warfare in the Shahnameh include the defense of the
homeland, the protection of justice, and the restoration of moral order. Wars driven
by greed, ambition, or revenge are consistently criticized and depicted as morally
unjustifiable. This distinction underscores the importance of ethical considerations in
decision-making processes related to conflict.

4. Causes of War

The causes of war in the Shahnameh are diverse and multifaceted. They include
personal ambitions, political rivalries, and emotional factors such as jealousy and
revenge. However, the narrative consistently emphasizes that such motivations lead
to destructive outcomes.

In contrast, wars fought for just causes—such as defending the oppressed or
restoring justice—are portrayed more sympathetically. This distinction reflects a
moral hierarchy in which not all wars are considered equal. By highlighting the
negative consequences of unjust wars, the Shahnameh reinforces the importance of
ethical judgment in political decision-making.

5. Ethics of Warfare

The Shahnameh outlines a detailed ethical framework governing the conduct of war.
This framework includes principles that closely resemble modern humanitarian
norms. For example, the text emphasizes the importance of treating prisoners with
dignity, avoiding harm to civilians, and respecting the rights of the defeated.

Furthermore, the narrative discourages acts of unnecessary violence, such as the
killing of non-combatants or the destruction of inhabited areas. Leaders are often
depicted as responsible for ensuring that their armies adhere to these ethical
standards. Such representations suggest that moral responsibility extends beyond the
decision to wage war to include the manner in which it is conducted.

CONCLUSION

This study demonstrates that the Shahnameh offers a rich and complex perspective
on war and peace, one that challenges simplistic interpretations of epic literature as
inherently glorifying violence. While acknowledging the reality of conflict, the text
consistently emphasizes the superiority of peace, the importance of justice, and the
necessity of ethical conduct.



METHODOLOGY

This research adopts a qualitative and interpretive methodology, drawing on the
historiographical approach of the Annales School. This school emphasizes the study
of long-term social structures and collective mentalities rather than focusing solely
on political events. By applying this approach to a literary text, the study treats the
Shahnameh as a cultural document that reflects the worldview of the society in which
it was produced.

The analysis focuses on key narratives and characters, examining their speeches,
decisions, and actions in the context of war and peace. Through this process, the study
reconstructs the implicit ethical codes governing behavior in times of conflict. The
theoretical framework of realism is also employed to provide a comparative
perspective, allowing the study to highlight both similarities and differences between
classical realist assumptions and the Iranian perspective found in the Shahnameh.

FINDINGS
1. The Nature of War

The Shahnameh presents war as a recurring but fundamentally undesirable
phenomenon. Although battles are central to the narrative, they are rarely glorified
without reservation. Many characters explicitly condemn war and emphasize its
destructive consequences. War is often depicted as a last resort, undertaken only
when all other options have been exhausted.

This perspective contrasts with simplistic interpretations of epic literature as
inherently militaristic. Instead, the Shahnameh suggests that true heroism lies not in
the pursuit of conflict but in the ability to avoid it when possible. Even victorious
wars are accompanied by a sense of loss and tragedy, reinforcing the idea that peace
is the preferable state of human affairs.

2. Peace-Seeking and Diplomacy

One of the most striking features of the Shahnameh is its emphasis on peace-seeking
behavior. Many of its central figures actively pursue reconciliation and diplomacy,
even in situations where they hold a clear military advantage. Characters such as Iraj
and Siavash embody ideals of forgiveness, patience, and moral courage, often
choosing peace at great personal cost.

Diplomatic negotiations, mediation, and the offering of peace treaties are
recurring themes throughout the epic. These elements highlight the importance of
dialogue and mutual understanding in resolving conflicts. The repeated preference
for peace over war reflects a deeply ingrained cultural value that prioritizes harmony
and social stability.
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INTRODUCTION

War and peace are among the most enduring and complex phenomena in human
history. From ancient civilizations to modern nation-states, societies have grappled
with the causes, conduct, and consequences of conflict. While war has often been
perceived as an inevitable component of political life, cultural traditions have played
a significant role in shaping how it is understood, justified, and regulated. In this
context, literary and historical texts provide valuable insights into the ethical
frameworks and collective mentalities of past societies.

Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, composed around the 10th—11th centuries, stands as one
of the most important literary works in Persian culture. Although it is commonly
categorized as a heroic epic filled with battles and legendary warriors, its deeper
layers reveal a sophisticated reflection on morality, justice, and the human condition.
The epic not only narrates wars but also critically engages with their causes and
consequences, often emphasizing the tragic dimensions of conflict and the superiority
of peace.

The significance of this study lies in its attempt to move beyond surface-level
interpretations of the Shahnameh as merely a war epic. Instead, it seeks to uncover
the ethical and cultural principles embedded within its narratives. In doing so, it
contributes to broader academic discussions on non-Western perspectives of war and
peace, highlighting the relevance of Iranian cultural heritage in contemporary debates
on international relations and peace studies.

RESEARCH OBJECTIVE

The primary objective of this research is to explore the ethical and cultural
dimensions of war and peace in the Shahnameh. Specifically, it aims to answer the
following questions:

e What cultural values shape the Iranian understanding of war and peace in the
Shahnameh?

e How do mythological and historical characters reflect a peace-oriented
worldview?

o In what ways do these narratives challenge or complement dominant theories
of realism in international relations?

By addressing these questions, the study seeks to demonstrate that Iranian cultural
traditions, as reflected in the Shahnameh, offer a distinctive approach to conflict—
one that integrates power with morality and emphasizes the importance of justice and
reconciliation.
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ABSTRACT

The concepts of war and peace have long been central to human civilization, shaping
political systems, cultural identities, and ethical frameworks across societies. This study
examines the cultural and ethical foundations of war and peace in Iranian tradition through
an analysis of Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh. Despite being widely recognized as a heroic epic
centered on warfare, the Shahnameh presents a complex and nuanced perspective that
prioritizes justice, morality, and reconciliation. The primary objective of this research is to
identify the cultural elements and mental structures that inform Iranian approaches to
conflict and peace, as reflected in the actions and discourse of mythological and historical
characters. The study employs the theoretical framework of realism alongside the
methodological approach of the Annales School, particularly its emphasis on the analysis
of historical mentalities. By examining narrative patterns, character behavior, and ethical
prescriptions within the text, the research reconstructs the underlying worldview governing
attitudes toward war and peace. The findings indicate that, although war is depicted as an
inevitable aspect of political life, it is generally regarded as undesirable and is justified only
under specific conditions, such as the defense of justice or resistance against oppression.
Moreover, the study reveals that principles resembling modern humanitarian norms—such
as the protection of civilians, humane treatment of prisoners, and the preference for
diplomacy—are deeply embedded in the narrative. Ultimately, the Shahnameh reflects a
form of ethical realism in which power is tempered by moral responsibility, offering
valuable insights for contemporary discussions on peacebuilding and intercultural
understanding.
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time.
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Hafez’s era evokes the “autumn of kindness and morality” and confirms the “spring
of violence and hypocrisy”; “widespread inequality”, “narrow livelihood” and
“untimely wages” can probably be considered the constituent aspects of the economic
sphere of that turbulent time; Finally, in the eighth century, the “crisis of trust” and
the “despair resulting from a horizonless society” are two prominent indicators of the
social field that deserve attention. Hafez, simultaneously, as a critic and social
reformer, in confronting the unpleasant formations prevailing in his time, establishes
“cultural-semantic reconstruction regarding tolerance. The aforementioned
contributions have had maximum echo in Hafez’s poems, often by implication and
interpretation, and sometimes by clarification and emphasis. The manifestations of
tolerance, are applicable to various areas of individual and social life and different
strata of society as well. According to Hafez viewpoint, tolerance has multiple
manifestations, including "religious tolerance", "tolerance in the face of human error
and weakness", "tolerance with fate", "tolerance with the experience of suffering and
reproach", and the most familiar of all, "tolerance with the enemy". Hafez tries to
establish the capillary development of tolerance by intelligently selecting tolerance
under the three strategies of "moral self-mastery”, "employing the language of
ambiguity", and "the act of avoiding confrontation in the field", fully developing it in
the chaos of individual and social life, and realizing his ultimate goal in elevating
tolerance to the level of social rationality. Hafez is a herald of a form of thinking that,
while blending with the historical context and situation, is also capable of being
transferred to other historical periods, including our present moment. By saturating
our memory with the tradition of tolerance, Hafez opens the way to the moderation
and mitigation of the conflicts that are intertwined in today's complex individual and
social relationships, and presents tolerance not in the form of tactics, but as a strategy,
and as a shining horizon for the non-violent people of the time.

NOVELTY

The original and innovative aspect of this study should be sought in the sociological
exploration of the authors of the article on the contents of Hafez's poetry collection.
Most studies conducted on Hafez have attempted to examine Hafez's thought from a
literary perspective and linguistic considerations, and have paid less attention to the
formalization of Hafez's thought from a sociological perspective. This study
considers the extensive levels of Hafez's thought on tolerance as indicative of the
conditions he lived in at the time, and based on this assumption, it has devoted its
efforts to identifying the social, political, economic, and cultural conditions
prevailing in Iran and Shiraz in the eighth century AH. This study has answered this
important question: why did tolerance appear to be so important and vital for Hafez?
Our study is considered very original and innovative in comparison with other
existing studies because it has selected its data sources simultaneously in a combined
manner (library data and interview dada as well) in order to discover the meaning of



of the research. Verses on tolerance in Hafez’s sonnets (ghazal) are the unit of
analysis of the research. In this study, Hafez's sonnets were first studied verse by
verse with great reflection, and 95 verses from Hafez's sonnets were extracted from
which the concept of tolerance could be inferred, as well as implicit and explicit
references to the social, political, cultural, and economic factors that dominated Iran
and Shiraz in the eighth century AH. The authors of the article, in the data mining
position, have focused on a deeper understanding of the underlying meaning and
discovery of hidden concepts in the collected data by employing the "theme analysis"
method. By applying the content analysis method, identification of the main patterns,
concepts, and themes have become possible. The validity and reliability of the study
were achieved by considering multiple strategies such as relying on reliable sources,
transparency of the analysis stages, data review by interviewees, and continuous
comparison of interpretive perceptions.

FINDINGS

The 11 themes constructed by the author of the article provide answers to the main
questions of the study. Among them, 5 themes represent the main motifs and
characteristics of Iran and Shiraz in the 8th century, and 6 themes represent the
symptoms of tolerance in Hafez's semantic and action system. The descriptive themes
of Hafez's era, included in the scope of historical Iran at that turbulent time, have
been constructed as follows, based on references to selected verses and the statements
of the interviewees:"institutional dependence of religion and knowledge on political

power", "unstable construction of power; increasing political insecurity", "the dignity
of hypocrisy and deceit; the humiliation of morality and norms", “the decline of
official religiosity, the rise of mysticism and coded language”, and "shortage of
livelihood; erosion of social coexistence""institutional dependence of religion and
knowledge on political power", "unstable construction of power; increasing political
insecurity", "the dignity of hypocrisy and deceit; the humiliation of morality and
norms", “the decline of official religiosity, the rise of mysticism and coded language”,
and "shortage of livelihood; erosion of social coexistence". The concept of tolerance
is depicted in selected verses from Hafez's ghazals in the form of multiple

themes:"openness in the face of harsh criticism", "internalizing moral criticism and

nn

suspending judicial violence against others", "abandoning judgment in the shadow of

kindness", "plurality of meaning in the horizon of the unity of life", "patient action in
the field" and "thoughtful action in refusing conflict"

CONCLUSION

In the present study, the authors have simultaneously attempted to reveal the
characteristics of the era of Hafez and to represent the manifestation of tolerance in
the thought of Hafez Raz as the “smartest choice” in the face of the pitiful conditions
of the “wonderful era” of the eighth century. At the most abstract level possible,
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INTRODUCTION

Tolerance is a fundamental concept in the field of social interactions; according to
most thinkers, the lack of constructive and positive interactions will confront society
with fundamental problems. In the past, due to the prevalence of macro narrations,
ideological and cultural differences in society have been less visible; conversely, the
expansion of various means of communication under today's circumstances has
created extensive and unprecedented interaction between social actors at the local,
national and international levels and has revealed a wide range of cultural differences,
confrontations and distinctions among social actors. In the meantime, the expansion
of the culture of tolerance, as an interwined set consisted of social customs, religion,
art, moral law and so on can play a major role in enabling interaction and coexistence
between social actors, despite the existence of differences and contradictions between
them. Experts in Persian language and literature have unanimously considered Hafez
to be the flagbearer of the culture of tolerance. Tolerance in Hafez’s thought, while
having historical aspects, also has universal aspects that are relevant to today’s
society. Hafez has artistically pursued tolerance through a negative and critical
confrontation with opposing concepts, such as hypocrisy, lying, violence, selfishness,
and pride. A review of Hafez’s life and times indicates that Hafez’s belief and
emphasis on tolerance did not develop independently of the circumstances of the
eighth century AH. The hardships of the eighth century context have made him
choose a special type of confrontation with chaotic conditions while highlighting
tolerance. Under such circumstances, Hafez, in confronting the dominant formation
of his time with the language of poetry, addressed not only the people of the
aforementioned time, but also the people of subsequent periods in history.

PURPOSE

The aim of the present research is to study and explore those characteristics and
features of Hafez's time that have contributed to highlighting the culture of tolerance
and giving it importance in Hafez's thought. In addition, enumerating the constructive
themes of tolerance, according to Hafez's thought, constitutes another major goal of
the research.

METHODOLOGY

The present research is of a qualitative and exploratory nature; “the authentic version
of Hafez's poetry collection, corrected by Muhammad Qazvini and Qasim Ghani”,
“authentic commentaries of Hafez's poetry collection”, “written works related to
Hafez’s thought and ideas”, and “oral statements of expert faculty members in
selected humanities disciplines” are the three data sources of the study. “Study of
selected sources” and “purposeful note-taking, in a manner focused on the study
questions” and “in-depth and semi-structured interviews with 20 faculty members in

selected humanities disciplines” constitute the two main data collection techniques
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ABSTRACT

Tolerance” is among the approaches that Hafez has diligently emphasized either implicitly
or explicitly. The aim of the research is to make the symptoms of tolerance visible in
Hafez’s thought in connection with the basic motifs that dominate the eighth century AH.
The article is based on the question of what the “most pivotal constituent elements of the
eighth century”, “symptoms of tolerance in Hafez’s thought” are and how the
“interconnection of the political, cultural, social and economic formations that dominated
the eighth century on the one hand and the phenomenal manifestation of tolerance in
Hafez’s mind on the other” are structured. Hafez's poetry collection, along with reliable
commentaries, historical sources and interview statements of 20 faculty members from
selected humanities disciplines, are the data sources of the study. Following note-taking
from library resources and conducting interviews, data mining was conducted using the
content analysis method. Based on the findings, Hafez's era is visible in terms of 5 themes:
"institutional dependence of religion and knowledge on political power", "unstable
construction of power; increasing political insecurity", "the dignity of hypocrisy and deceit;
the humiliation of morality and norms", “the decline of official religiosity, the rise of
mysticism and coded language”, and "shortage of livelihood; erosion of social coexistence".

non

In addition, 6 themes including "openness in the face of harsh criticism", "internalizing

non

moral criticism and suspending judicial violence against others", "abandoning judgment in
the shadow of kindness", "plurality of meaning in the horizon of the unity of life", "patient
action in the field" and "thoughtful action in refusing conflict" constitute the constituent
components of tolerance in Hafez's thought. "Institutional violence refusal,”" "recognition
of difference and plurality," along with "protection of innate foundations and cultural and
religious commonalities," "institutional consolidation of the tradition of criticism and
dialogue," and "deepening of vocabulary in a reflective and non-violent confrontation with
the hardships, conflicts, and complexities inherent in everyday life," are among the
fundamental implications of Hafez's tolerant thought in connection with today's Iranian
society.
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Third, narrative arts contribute to emotional regulation and cathartic processing.
The dramatic structure of narratives allows audiences to encounter intense emotions
within a mediated and reflective framework. This controlled exposure enables the
cultivation of emotional restraint and reflective distance, reducing the likelihood of
impulsive or retaliatory responses to conflict.

Fourth, narrative arts play a crucial role in the organization of collective
memory. By offering alternative accounts of historical experience, narratives can
challenge dominant, often violent, memory regimes and open space for pluralized
remembrance. Such reconfiguration of collective memory is vital for processes of
reconciliation and restorative justice.

Fifth, the case studies demonstrate that different narrative media possess distinct
peace-building affordances. Literature excels in cultivating extended moral
reflection; theatre facilitates dialogical engagement and communal deliberation;
narrative music contributes to collective emotional attunement and symbolic
cohesion; and cinema effectively exposes institutional dynamics and structural
injustices. At the same time, the analysis reveals contextual limitations, including
political restrictions and unequal cultural access, that shape these capacities.

CONCLUSION

On the basis of the foregoing analysis, the article concludes that narrative arts
should be understood as essential cultural infrastructures of positive peace. Without
the cultivation of narrative-based ethical and imaginative capacities, peace-oriented
institutions and policies risk remaining fragile and unsustainable. The
transformative potential of narrative arts, however, is neither automatic nor
guaranteed. It requires deliberate integration with educational systems, cultural
policies, and civil society practices. Moreover, reducing peace to a purely technical
or legal project, while neglecting the narrative and imaginative dimensions of social
life, ultimately impoverishes both peace theory and practice.

NOVELTY

The principal innovation of this study lies in its philosophical articulation of
narrative arts as constitutive elements of a culture of peace rather than as auxiliary
or decorative instruments. By integrating virtue ethics, narrative theory, and peace
studies within a single conceptual framework, the article offers a systematic account
of how narrative engagement shapes peace-relevant capacities.

The primary limitation of the research lies in its predominantly analytical and
interpretive character. Empirical and longitudinal studies are needed to complement
and test the causal claims advanced here. In terms of application, the findings
support the incorporation of narrative-based pedagogies in education, the design of
cultural policies that promote pluralistic storytelling, and the support of community-
based narrative arts initiatives aimed at fostering dialogue and reconciliation.
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Third, the study seeks to demonstrate how the cultural effects of narrative arts
can be connected to institutional domains such as education, cultural policy, and
civil society initiatives. Finally, the theoretical framework is examined and
illustrated through analytical readings of four influential Iranian narrative works:
the novel Savushun, the play The Death of Yazdegerd, the opera Rostam and
Sohrab, and the film A Separation. These case studies are employed to reveal both
the possibilities and the constraints of narrative arts within a specific socio-cultural
context.

METHODOLOGY

The research adopts an interdisciplinary and analytical methodology grounded in
the integration of three levels of inquiry. At the first level, conceptual and
philosophical analysis is employed to reconstruct key notions associated with a
culture of peace and the ethical virtues that sustain it. This dimension draws
primarily on the tradition of virtue ethics, as well as contemporary philosophical
discussions of narrative, moral imagination, and ethical formation.

At the second level, narratological tools are used to examine the structural and
functional features of narrative artworks. Concepts such as focalization, narrative
perspective, moral suspense, polyphony, and character development are analyzed as
mechanisms through which narratives shape ethical experience. This analysis
emphasizes that it is not merely narrative content, but narrative form, that plays a
decisive role in cultivating peace-related capacities.

At the third level, the study undertakes close readings of four Iranian narrative
works selected for their cultural significance, media diversity, and sustained
engagement with moral and social conflict. These works are analyzed within their
historical and socio-political contexts of production and reception. Attention is also
paid to structural constraints—such as censorship, unequal access to cultural
capital, and institutional limitations—that condition the reach and impact of
narrative arts.

FINDINGS

The findings of the study suggest that narrative arts contribute to the cultivation of a
culture of peace through a set of interrelated mechanisms. First, narrative arts foster
moral imagination and practical wisdom. By placing audiences within ethically
complex situations that resist simplistic resolutions, narratives function as spaces
for rehearsing judgment under conditions of uncertainty. Such engagement
strengthens situational sensitivity and deliberative capacity, both of which are
essential for nonviolent conflict management.

Second, narrative works significantly enhance cognitive and affective empathy.
Through shifts in perspective and sustained engagement with diverse characters,
narratives expand the audience’s capacity to understand and emotionally respond to
the experiences of others. This process undermines dehumanizing tendencies and
supports the recognition of moral plurality, a prerequisite for peaceful coexistence.
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INTRODUCTION

In contemporary peace studies, a fundamental distinction is commonly drawn
between negative peace, understood as the mere absence of direct violence, and
positive peace, conceived as an affirmative condition grounded in justice, social
trust, coexistence, and the capacity for constructive conflict resolution. Historical
experience and philosophical analysis alike demonstrate that the realization of
positive peace cannot be secured solely through legal instruments, institutional
arrangements, or political agreements. Rather, it requires profound transformations
at the level of culture, collective imagination, and the ethical dispositions of
citizens. At stake, therefore, is not only the containment of violence, but the
cultivation of Y™ such as empathy, practical wisdom, tolerance, epistemic
humility, and dialogical competence—capacities that enable shared life under
conditions of plurality and enduring disagreement.

From this perspective, the present article argues that narrative arts—including
narrative literature, theatre, narrative music, and cinema—occupy a privileged
position in the cultivation of a culture of peace. Narrative arts do not merely
represent reality; they actively shape horizons of meaning, modes of moral
judgment, and patterns of affective experience. Narrative, as a fundamental
structure of human understanding, enables indirect yet deeply immersive
engagement with morally complex situations. Through such engagement, audiences
are drawn into processes of reflection, emotional attunement, and evaluative
judgment that can, over time, contribute to the transformation of ethical sensibilities
and social attitudes.

Accordingly, the central question of this study is the following: Through what
mechanisms, and under what conditions, can narrative arts contribute to the
cultivation of a culture of peace, and how might their cultural effects be translated
into institutional and social practices? By addressing this question, the article seeks
to bridge the gap between philosophical theories of peace and cultural analyses of
art, offering a conceptual framework for understanding the role of narrative arts in
peace-oriented cultural policy.

PURPOSE

The primary aim of this research is to provide a philosophical account of the
capacities of narrative arts in cultivating a culture of peace. This overarching aim is
pursued through several interrelated objectives. First, the study seeks to articulate a
coherent theoretical framework that integrates virtue ethics, narrative theory, and
peace studies. Within this framework, concepts such as phronesis (practical
wisdom), moral imagination, cognitive and affective empathy, and emotional
regulation are analyzed as core components of a peace-oriented civic culture.

Second, the article aims to identify and explicate the concrete mechanisms
through which narrative artworks may foster these capacities. These mechanisms
operate both at the level of narrative form—such as polyphony, moral ambiguity,
and character complexity—and at the level of audience experience, including
identification, imaginative simulation, and affective processing.
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ABSTRACT

This article is a philosophical-analytical inquiry into the capacities of narrative arts for
cultivating a culture of peace. Contrary to the reductive understanding of peace as the
mere “absence of war,” the author, drawing on virtue ethics as well as findings from
narratology and psychology, seeks to demonstrate that sustainable peace requires the
cultivation of inner virtues—such as empathy, practical wisdom, epistemic humility,
justice-orientation, and self-restraint—alongside accountable institutions. The research
adopts an integrative and interdisciplinary methodology, combining theoretical
reconstruction of virtue-ethical concepts, conceptual analysis of narrative mechanisms,
and close textual readings of four Iranian case studies: the novel Savushun, the play The
Death of Yazdegerd, the opera Rostam and Sohrab, and the film A Separation. The
findings indicate that narratives possess the capacity to transform attitudes into peace-
building action through the cultivation of moral imagination, the enhancement of
cognitive and affective empathy, the training of situational practical wisdom, emotional
regulation, and the organization of collective memory. The analysis of the case studies
further confirms that each branch of narrative art performs a distinct function: literature
trains situational judgment, theatre educates collective dialogue and polyphony, narrative
music manages affect and symbolic formation, and cinema provides complex sites of
empathy while revealing the role of institutions. The article also emphasizes the necessity
of linking narrative works to institutional mechanisms and educational programs in order
to translate symbolic impact into structural change. The conclusion is that narrative arts
can constitute a component of the cultural infrastructure of positive peace; however,
substantiating precise causal relations requires longitudinal empirical research, a task that
remains incumbent upon future studies.
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first identify some of the problems and challenges involved in creating an
unpeaceful environment in contemporary Iranian society. They then propose
solutions for establishing and institutionalizing peace and harmonious coexistence.

The discourse on cultivating a culture of peace is anchored in two primary
scholarly perspectives. The first advocates for transformative changes in the political
culture of elites, emphasizing the necessity of political and institutional reforms to
foster societal development. The second emphasizes strengthening educational and
cultural institutions—such as schools, universities, and research centers—to
inculcate values of friendship, forgiveness, tolerance, and understanding among
youth and emerging generations. Additionally, the media plays a crucial role in
disseminating and reinforcing peace-oriented narratives.

Implementing these approaches can foster attitudes conducive to peace at
individual, social, and environmental levels, laying a foundation for broader peace
in political, economic, and cultural domains. Ultimately, nurturing inner peace,
harmony with nature, and mutual understanding within society is fundamental to
achieving sustainable societal growth and prosperity. A concerted effort to embed
these cultural principles across diverse sectors holds promise for transforming Iran
into a more peaceful and harmonious society in the future

NOVELTY

This research aims to analyze the peace-oriented thoughts within the cultural
perspective during the Islamic Republic of Iran using a layered framework and
methodology in epistemology. It seeks to identify and introduce thinkers and their
scholars to the extent possible, based on qualitative and quantitative indicators of
thought. Ultimately, the study intends to systematically recognize, categorize, and
analyze their ideas and research in relation to the culture of peace in Iranian society.
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Third Stage: Idea Recognition

This is the main body of the research, with the previous two stages providing the
foundation and context for better understanding this phase. Here, the focus is
directly on the content of the ideas of the thinkers and researchers under study. The
layers of this stage include:

1. Understanding the social and political contexts and conditions that gave rise
to cultural peace ideas;

2. Recognizing the issues and concerns of scholars and thinkers regarding the
emergence of conflicts;

3. Outlining the strategies recommended by these thinkers to establish and
institutionalize peace and coexistence within society.

FINDINGS

The findings indicate the socio-political contexts shaping the post-conflict space,
including the Iran-Iraq war, ideological conflicts, and discursive dualities. In the
realm of cultural epistemology, nine key challenges were identified: the influence of
violent Western civilizations, obstacles to intercivilizational dialogue, a culture of
political violence, the harms of ethnic studies, anti-cultural modernization, neglect
of indigenous thought structures, violent ideologies, the infiltration of Marxist
leftist culture, and the prevalence of tribal violence.

The proposed solutions by thinkers were categorized into seven main areas:
transforming the political culture of elites, integrating peace culture with sustainable
development, promoting intercultural dialogue, applying the concept of non-
violence, educating for intercultural peace, developing peace theology based on
religious sources, and reviving the Iranian school of peace. The research emphasizes
the necessity of networking cultural institutions and reforming educational
programs as prerequisites for institutionalizing a culture of peace.

CONCLUSION

Today, the factors creating a non-peaceful environment and forms of violence in
Iranian society are diverse and multifaceted. They are shaped by political, social,
economic, ethnic, and cultural goals and motivations, and they bring with them
negative internal and international consequences for the country. In this context,
the role of culture and its elements in preventing violence and fostering peace and
coexistence in society is of great importance.

Peace-oriented thinkers and researchers have approached this subject from
various perspectives. One such approach is the cultural perspective, which addresses
the issue of peace from the viewpoint of "culture." These scholars and researchers
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PURPOSE

The culture of peace is considered one of the approaches to peacemaking and
fostering friendship and coexistence. In the realm of thought, understanding peace
ideas from a cultural perspective can lead to the growth and development of the role
of Iranian culture, recognition of thinkers and scholars in this field of thought, and,
within the scope of this research, the formulation of a local model of peace and
conflict resolution. In the practical arena, it also holds the potential to play a role in
creating national unity and cohesion, as well as alleviating international tensions.

METHODOLOGY

In this research, the theoretical framework and research method called "Layered
Thinking in Research” have been utilized, which was introduced by Ali Akbar
Alikhani (Alikhani, 2022, preceding). According to this method, the research is
conducted in five stages, each comprising multiple layers. Each layer contains
several steps or practical actions that facilitate understanding and comprehension of
ideas. It is possible that not all the stages, layers, and steps specified in this method
are applicable to all ideas, thinkers, and researchers or that the researcher may not
have the opportunity or capacity to explore all of them in their study. Therefore, in
practice, the research on ideas is carried out to the extent possible. The purpose of
this research is not to address all five stages of this method; instead, we have
employed three of the five stages of the layered approach in idea research, which
include the following:

First Stage: Pre-Idea Recognition

This stage acts as a roadmap guiding the researcher on how to proceed and how
to employ the specified elements throughout the research. The layers of this stage
include: 1) Identifying indicators of ideas; 2) Recognizing the issues related to ideas;
3) Classifying research patterns and selecting an appropriate model; 4) Determining
the level of the research.

In this layer, the researcher should describe the research level within one of the
models and across five levels: description, analysis, explanation, interpretation, and
critique, or a combination of all. The research level chosen in this study involves the
description and analysis of ideas; the levels of explanation and interpretation are
outside the scope of this research and can be addressed elsewhere.

Second Stage: Thinker Recognition

This stage involves understanding the thinker themselves and the researchers,
serving as an intermediary link between the first stage (pre-idea recognition) and the
third stage (idea recognition). In this phase, thinkers and scholars who espouse peace-
oriented ideas rooted in a peace culture approach are identified and introduced.



parties, in opposition to internal political conflicts and in the resolution of
international political tensions.

Based on the research findings, so far, no independent study titled "The Culture
of Peace from the Perspective of the Peace-Oriented Intellectual Movement in Iran"
has been conducted; however, some studies are indirectly related to it, which can be
categorized as follows: Category One: This includes studies that examine topics such
as peace in Islam, Islam and peaceful coexistence, Jihad in Islam, tolerance and
moderation in Islam, tolerance, and related subjects (Arayesh, et al., 2022; Alikhani,
2010; Alikhani, 2014; Salehi Najafabadi, 2004; Al-Sabbagh, 2007). These researches
are directly related to peace and coexistence in Islam, and their epistemological
sources include the Quran, Sunnah, the Prophet Muhammad's (PBUH) life, and the
narrations of the Imams. Although these studies address the culture of peace in
Islam, the discourse of the culture of peace is a very extensive topic that is not
limited solely to Islam.

Category Two: This encompasses research that examines peace and coexistence
in the thought of the Islamic Revolution and its leaders (Eslami, 2016; Haq-gou &
Shokouhi, 2020) and resistance to imperialism and peace in the foreign policy of the
Islamic Republic (Dehghani Firoozabadi & Rouhi, 2018; Simbar et al., 2016; Fouzi,
2017; Bakhordari, 2020; Vazin, 2018). These studies indirectly focus on the
discourse of the culture of peace, especially in the realm of foreign policy and
cultural diplomacy.

Category Three: This includes studies that have the closest connection to the
subject of this research, exploring the culture of peace from various perspectives.
Topics in this category include intercultural approaches to peace (Didari, 2001;
Mosleh2018; 2014; 2019), peace education with religious and cultural approaches
(Asadi & Shamsheeri, 2020; Asadi et al., 2019; Kouhgard & Shamshiri, 2016; Mir &
Shamshiri, 2017; Marzoughi et al., 2017; Omidvar et al.,, 2018; Malekiyan, 2023;
Dastouri, 2021; Hatami & Shahrabi Amiri, 2022; Fazeli, 2023), peace from the
perspective of culture and Persian literature (Mirkoushesh & Nouri Safa, 2013;
Karimi et al., 2017; Mehravaran, 2018), and from the perspective of human rights
concerning the culture of peace (Ghodrati & Kaffash Niri, 2019).

This research aims to analyze the peace-oriented thoughts within the cultural
perspective during the Islamic Republic of Iran using a layered framework and
methodology in epistemology. It seeks to identify and introduce thinkers and their
scholars to the extent possible, based on qualitative and quantitative indicators of
thought. Ultimately, the study intends to systematically recognize, categorize, and
analyze their ideas and research in relation to the culture of peace in Iranian society.
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INTRODUCTION

One of the intellectual and ideological currents during the Islamic Republic of Iran
is the peace-oriented thought movement. Thinkers and researchers within this
movement, during a period when the country faced problems and crises such as
social and political conflicts, war, political tensions with the West, and others,
advocate for and prioritize peace, non-violence, tolerance, flexibility, tolerance, and
political coexistence among individuals and social groups; and internationally, they
promote dialogue, reconciliation, and agreement. These thinkers and researchers,
with various intellectual approaches and perspectives, address the topic of peace
and, based on these ideas, have proposed solutions to solve problems and
challenges.

One of the approaches within this ideological movement is the "Cultural of
Peace" approach, which examines the subject of peace from the perspective of
“culture.” The main issue in this research is: what are the dimensions of the culture
of peace from the viewpoint of the peace-oriented ideological movement in Iran? In
order to answer this main question, subsidiary questions include: What is meant by
the culture of peace? How do peace thinkers define the culture of peace? What
problems and challenges have they identified for spreading the culture of peace?
And what strategies have they recommended for promoting, deepening, and
institutionalizing the culture of peace? Some of the key concepts related to this
research topic are:

Thought: In this study, "thought" specifically refers to: "A somewhat coherent
set of discussions emerging from a cognitive system, which, through normative,
prescriptive, interpretive, and evaluative approaches, addresses issues and topics
within its specialized field. Its main concern is solving problems or making progress
in one of the human and social fields" (Alikhani, 2022, 44-45).

Culture of Peace: Since this research focuses on the concept of culture, it is
necessary first to define culture, and then to define the culture of peace. Culture is
defined as: "A complex, broad, and deep set of beliefs, insights, values, attitudes,
habits, and customs of individuals and human groups that shape their overt and
hidden personalities and behaviors" (Alikhani, 2022, 45). The culture of peace,
within the peace-oriented ideological movement, is understood as: "A set of beliefs,
insights, and values that aim to promote peace, harmonious coexistence, and
tolerance among individuals and social groups, advocating for and institutionalizing
these principles.”

Peace-oriented ideological movement: Refers to a spectrum of thinkers and
researchers who recommend and advocate for peace, coexistence, tolerance, and
actions based on these principles among political and social elites, groups, and
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ABSTRACT

This study employs the theoretical framework and "Layered Thinking in Think-Peace
Research" methodology to analyze the dimensions of peace culture from the perspective of
the pacifist intellectual movement in Iran during the Islamic Republic era. Focusing on the
cultural approach as one of the subcurrents of this discourse, the research was conducted in
three stages: 1) Pre-Philosophical Analysis: Establishing the level of description and analysis;
2) Thinker Identification: Recognizing 11 prominent thinkers, including Bazargan, Davari
Ardakani, Soroush, Kadivar, Malekian, Mosleh, Farastkhah, Ali Khani, Amir-Mahallati,
Magsoudi, and Mansour Nejad, based on systematic qualitative indicators of their thought
systems and their published works; 3) Ideology Analysis: Conducting qualitative content
analysis of their works. The findings reveal the socio-political contexts shaping the non-
peaceful environment, including “the Iran-Iraq War, ideological conflicts, and discursive
dichotomies”. In the realm of cultural problematization, nine key challenges were identified;
The influence of Western violent civilizations , Obstacles to intercivilizational dialogue,
Cultures of violence within political society, Malpractices in ethnic studies, Anti-cultural
modernization, Neglect of indigenous thought structures, Violent ideologies, The infiltration
of Marxist leftist culture, Primitive violence. The proposed solutions by the thinkers were
categorized into seven main areas: Transforming the political culture of elites, Integrating
peace culture with sustainable development, Promoting intercultural dialogue, Applying the
concept of non-violence, Educating for intercultural peace, Developing peace theology based
on religious sources, Reviving the Iranian school of peace. The research emphasizes the
necessity of networking cultural institutions and reforming educational programs as
prerequisites for institutionalizing a peace culture.
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CONCLUSION

In theory, six epistemological and cultural sources could have shaped contemporary
Iranian political culture:
1. Ancient Iranian heritage
. Islamic teachings
. Persian literature
. Western liberalism
. Regional and domestic culture

A Ul W

. Western socialism

The prevalence of othering and peace resistance in contemporary Iranian
political culture suggests that none of the first five sources had a significant
influence. Instead, Western socialism and CommuSocialist ideology have
profoundly shaped this culture.

Since socialist Westernization embedded itself within the Iranian-Islamic
cultural fabric and was reinterpreted through its lens, it has effectively become a
localized element of the native Islamic culture. As a result, this external ideological

influence is often perceived as an integral part of Iran’s own intellectual and cultural
body.

NOVELTY

The novelty of this article lies in its categorization of the political culture-shaping
movements in Iran from the late Qajar period up to the Islamic Revolution. It
identifies their ideological leanings and mutual influences and presents a
classification of the six potential epistemological sources that could have informed
Iranian political culture. The study demonstrates that Commusocialist perspectives
have played a fundamental role in shaping Iran’s current political culture.
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Marxist political current

Marxist intellectual-literary current

Socialist Islamic current

Liberal Islamic current

. Revivalist Islamic current

These five movements were influenced by three main epistemological sources:

1. Western socialism, after the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution

2. Western liberalism, including Western European and American civilization
3. Historical Islam, interpreted through an ideological approach.

All five sociopolitical currents, despite their differences, were in opposition to
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the Pahlavi regime. Among them, the leftist Marxists were the most radical and
militant.

o The first current (political Marxists) engaged in armed guerrilla warfare.

e The second current (intellectual-literary Marxists) supported the struggle
through poetry, fiction, art, and other cultural means.

e The third current, blending Islam and socialism, absorbed the militant ethos
of Marxism.

Thus, three of the five currents were explicitly and directly influenced by leftist
ideology, which is characterized by: dichotomous othering (self vs. other),
intransigence, intolerance, self-righteousness, delegitimization of opponents,
justifying the means by the ends, and so on.

The liberal Islamic currents, in contrast, could not easily exhibit these
characteristics since liberal culture emphasizes tolerance, compromise, human
rights, peace, and nonviolence. However, due to its opposition to the Pahlavi
regime, it was forced to adapt to the demands of political struggle, which led it to
partially compromise its liberal values and become somewhat influenced by
CommusSocialist ideology.

The revivalist Islamic movement—along with its various religious subcurrents—
though intentionally distancing itself from both Western socialist and liberal
influences, and even strongly opposing the Marxist, nevertheless unintentionally
absorbed some of the militant and exclusionary attitudes of leftist movements. To
avoid being sidelined by more militant rivals, revivalist religious groups were
compelled to reinterpret their own traditional militant teachings and align their
political behavior with the prevailing atmosphere of activism. Thus, these groups
were heavily influenced behaviorally and tactically by the first three Commusocialist
currents, and ideologically to a degree by the fourth.

After the 1979 Islamic Revolution, three of the five pre-revolutionary currents
(the first three) were eliminated within two to three years due to various reasons.
The remaining two—the liberal Islamic and revivalist Islamic movements, both of
which had been influenced by Western socialist ideology—ultimately assumed
power.
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INTRODUCTION

Some of the root causes of dichotomous othering (in terms of truth and falsehood),
intolerance, and opposition to peace in contemporary Iran can be traced to the
ideological influence of Western socialist or communist cultures on Iran's political
culture. The concept of Commusocialism—a blend of the terms communism and
socialism—refers to the political and economic dimensions of Marxism, which have
significantly impacted political culture in Iran and the broader Islamic world.
This article investigates how Western socialist ideological culture has contributed to
the emergence of intolerance and peace resistance within Iran’s contemporary
political culture. The main research question is: How has Commusocialist culture
influenced othering, intolerance, and hostility toward peace in Iran’s political
culture today?

PURPOSE

The aim of the article is to trace the roots of intolerance and peace resistance within
Iran's current political culture. Contemporary Iranian political culture has been
shaped by six epistemological sources. This research seeks to understand which of
these six sources has become dominant and, consequently, has driven political
culture in the direction of intolerance and hostility toward peace.

METHODOLOGY

This study employs a multi-method approach. The primary method is “thick
description,” commonly used in the analysis of cultural phenomena. This approach
aligns with interpretative-constructivist and critical-analytical paradigms, aiming to
go beyond surface-level observations. It emphasizes deep reflection and
contemplation to uncover the layered, complex, and often hidden dimensions of a
phenomenon. Thick description is rooted in historical depth, is highly influential in
the present, and offers valuable insights for the future. This method was designed
and implemented based on the “basic research method”, carried out in three stages:
1) designing the research according to academic standards; 2) data collection; and
3) writing the study following scientific principles.

The other method utilized is phenomenology, wherein the researcher directly
engages with the phenomenon based on personal experiences and observations.
After an initial descriptive phase, the researcher then analyzes the way the
phenomenon manifests and the meaning it generates, using a systematic approach.

FINDINGS

From the period preceding the reign of Reza Shah Pahlavi up to the 1979 Islamic
Revolution—excluding the official discourse of the state, which aligned with
Western liberalism and pursued development pragmatically—five sociopolitical
currents gradually shaped Iran's political culture:
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ABSTRACT

A part of the causes of aversion to peace and cultural hostility to peace lies in ideology. The
focus of this article is to examine the impact of Western social ideology on peace-hostility,
othering, and extremism in contemporary Iranian political culture. The concept of “Kemo-
socialism” is coined by combining the words communism and socialism, and the main
question is how the Kemo-socialist culture has influenced othering, intolerance, and hostility
to peace in contemporary Iranian political culture. After presenting a theoretical discussion
and defining the key concepts, the article briefly addresses Iran’s encounter with modernity
and the West. It then discusses the formation of Iranian political culture in the decades
leading up to the Islamic Revolution in 1979. In this section, five currents shaping political
culture during this period are introduced, and the sources forming this culture, as well as
their continued influence on each other, are analyzed. The next section is devoted to the
reproduction of Kemo-socialist political culture after the Islamic Revolution and its
persistence to the present day. In the final part, the article highlights the incompatibility of
the formed political culture with Islam on the one hand, and with five authentic Iranian-
Islamic sources on the other. The findings indicate that, from the time of encountering the
West and modernity until today, Iranians have been influenced, in terms of political
attitudes and culture, more by the social West and significantly less by the liberal West.
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