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media influences, including advertisements and idealized body images, heavily shape
these desires. Drawing on cognitive dissonance and cultivation theories, the study
shows how physicians reinforce feelings of inadequacy by emphasizing perceived
genital flaws, creating a cycle of demand for these surgeries. Individual differences
theory further explains how the intensity of this dissonance varies based on women’s
social positions and influences from spouses, family, or media comparisons.

Media dependency also plays a crucial role. Women rely on media for
information about beauty and genital surgeries, making them susceptible to
advertising by specialists aimed at creating cognitive dissonance and encouraging
surgery. This dependency positions media as a key factor in shaping women’s
attitudes and decisions.

From Pierre Bourdieu’s theory of male domination, the female body is viewed
as an object for reproducing male dominance and acquiring cultural or sexual
capital. Women’s pursuit of genital cosmetic surgeries reflects their attempt to
conform to male-centric aesthetic standards embedded in social institutions like
family and media. These behaviors are not only responses to external pressures but
also result from the internalization of these standards at the subconscious social
level, contributing to the reproduction of dominant structures.

Using grounded theory and in-depth interviews, this research provides a deeper
understanding of women’s experiences and attitudes toward genital cosmetic
surgeries. However, limitations such as a small sample size and snowball sampling
reduce the generalizability of the findings. Ultimately, the study emphasizes the
need for cultural and social policies to reduce aesthetic pressures and raise
awareness about the psychological and social consequences of these surgeries. It
also recommends further research with larger and more diverse samples to gain a
comprehensive understanding of this phenomenon in Iranian society.

NOVELTY
This research is innovative in several dimensions:

Sociological Examination of a Medical Phenomenon: Unlike previous studies
focusing on the medical aspects of genital cosmetic surgeries, this research analyzes
their social and cultural impacts.

Focus on the Lived Experiences of Iranian Women: The study specifically
explores Iranian women’s experiences through qualitative interviews, uncovering
their motivations and reasons for undergoing these procedures.

Analysis of the Role of Media and Medical Marketing: A key finding is the
significant influence of media and physicians in encouraging women to pursue
these surgeries.



were analyzed using MAXQDA 2018. The study utilized open, axial, and selective
coding to identify meaningful patterns in women’s motivations for these
procedures.

FINDINGS

The findings reveal that various factors influence women’s decisions to undergo
genital cosmetic surgeries. These factors are categorized into contextual, causal,
and intervening conditions, each explained in detail below.

Contextual Conditions

Experiences within the family—such as preserving marriage, addressing sexual
dissatisfaction, and explicit or implicit spousal encouragement—play a pivotal role.
The prioritization of sexual relationships, especially in the face of infidelity, along
with socioeconomic challenges and the subordinate role of homemaking, lead
women to perceive body modification as a strategy to enhance their status and
marital stability.

Causal Conditions

Social comparison emerges as a central driver at multiple levels: with spouses’
previous partners, with idealized images in pornography and media, and with
women’s own pre-pregnancy bodies. These comparisons undermine self-esteem
and generate dissatisfaction with genital appearance. Reference groups—including
spouses, physicians, and peers—reinforce such concerns by expressing
dissatisfaction, offering direct recommendations, or sharing personal surgical
experiences. Pregnancy and childbirth further accentuate physical and sexual
changes, motivating women to seek surgery to restore their former state or improve
marital intimacy. Unmarried women also pursue these procedures due to negative
past sexual experiences, anticipated judgment by future partners, and media-driven
beauty ideals.

Intervening Conditions

Media and social networks actively promote aesthetic standards and normalize
surgical modification through images, advertisements, and influencers. The
accessibility and lower costs of private clinics, along with physicians’ marketing
strategies (e.g., “return to maidenhood,” “enhanced sexual pleasure”), increase
demand. At the same time, financial barriers persist; however, discounts or free
procedures offered by physicians to certain clients contribute to a wider uptake.

CONCLUSION

This study highlights the significant role of social and cultural factors in Iranian
women’s inclination toward genital cosmetic surgeries. Cultural beauty standards and
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INTRODUCTION

In the contemporary world, the body has become a key element in redefining
individual identity, with attention to appearance and beauty emerging as a
significant concern across all segments of society, regardless of gender or age.
Processes such as industrialization, individualism, and modernity have heightened
focus on the body, linking it closely with personal identity (Pirahari & Bidaran,
2017). Individuals employ methods such as exercise, dieting, and cosmetic
surgeries to enhance their appearance and fulfill psychological and social needs
related to beauty (Norouzi Shadehi et al., 2019; Pirahari & Bidaran, 2017). From a
sociological perspective, the body is shaped by social experiences and group norms
(Giddens, 2021).

Cosmetic surgery, particularly genital cosmetic surgery, has gained widespread
popularity in recent years. These procedures, increasingly pursued for aesthetic
reasons, are seen as a means to improve appearance, boost self-esteem, enhance
sexual satisfaction, and achieve rejuvenation (Braun, 2010; Goodman, 2009).
Reports indicate that female genital cosmetic surgeries, such as labiaplasty, have
experienced a 53% growth rate, making them the fastest-growing category of
cosmetic surgeries (Chappell et al., 2021). Iran is recognized as one of the leading
countries in cosmetic surgery, though precise statistics on genital cosmetic
procedures remain unavailable (Sasanfar et al., 2024).

PURPOSE

In recent decades, genital cosmetic surgeries have become a growing phenomenon
in Iran. The significant rise in these procedures, particularly among women, reflects
the influence of broad cultural and social factors that have reshaped their attitudes
toward their bodies and sexual lives. Women’s decisions to undergo these surgeries
are not merely individual choices but are shaped by social interactions and cultural
standards. Therefore, a sociological examination of this phenomenon is essential.
This study aims to explore the social and cultural factors influencing Iranian
women’s inclination toward genital cosmetic surgeries. It seeks to analyze the roles
of social comparison, reference groups (spouses, physicians, and peers), media-
promoted beauty standards, and secondary family experiences in shaping this
inclination. Additionally, the study investigates the impact of socioeconomic
conditions on women’s decision-making and elucidates the social and
psychological consequences of these surgeries on their daily lives.

METHODOLOGY

This research employs a qualitative approach using grounded theory. Data were
collected through semi-structured interviews with 26 women who have undergone
genital cosmetic surgeries. Snowball sampling was used for recruitment, and data
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ABSTRACT

In recent years, sexual cosmetic surgeries have become a growing trend among Iranian women.
This study aims to investigate the social and cultural factors influencing women's desire to
undergo such surgeries in Iran and Mashhad. Using a qualitative method and grounded theory,
semi-structured interviews were conducted with 26 women who had undergone these types of
surgeries. The findings indicate that various factors such as family experiences, social
comparison, the influence of reference groups (husbands, doctors, and friends), and media play
a role in women's decision-making to undergo these surgeries. Secondary family experiences
and experiences related to marital relationships are the primary contexts that create a sense of
emptiness in sexual relationships. Women’s comparisons with others, especially with idealized
images presented in the media, lead to reduced self-confidence and an increased desire for
cosmetic surgery. Physicians, as reference groups, also play a significant role in these
decisions, particularly through marketing and the use of advertisements in virtual spaces.
Finally, the positive outcomes of sexual cosmetic surgeries include improved sexual
relationship quality, increased marital satisfaction, and enhanced women's self-confidence.
Opverall, this study demonstrates that sexual cosmetic surgeries in Iranian society are influenced
by a wide range of social and cultural factors that affect women's decisions to undergo these
procedures.
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adolescents in cyberspace represent themselves more as a human member of the
world than as someone with an Iranian identity. These findings confirm that
although new media, by strengthening user agency, provide the possibility of
controlling the identity formation process, they simultaneously expose adolescents
to identity crises.

CONCLUSION

The findings suggest that digital media have dual functions: on one hand, they
provide opportunities for redefining identity and fostering creativity, and on the
other hand, they fuel the conflict between real and virtual identities. Thematic
analysis identified four main areas: types of interaction between identity and media,
impact on dimensions of identity, factors affecting identity crisis, and the identity-
forming function of media. To mitigate these challenges, strategies such as
enhancing media literacy, revising national media content, and promoting dialog-
based supervisory styles within families have been proposed.

NOVELTY

This research provides a integrated, and multi-dimensional analytical framework .It
highlights significant methodological gaps, including "a shortage of longitudinal
studies, geographical limitations of samples, and the predominance of Western
theories," thereby charting a course for future research in this critical area within the
specific cultural milieu of Iran.
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Religious Identity: nstagram-using adolescents act selectively when faced with
religious content. Also, the link between religious identity and self-display indicates
the dramatization of religion among adolescent users of the Instagram social
network.

Ethnic and Local Identity: Transnational media, by promoting global values,
have weakened attachment to ethnic and local identities. In contrast, national mass
media have not been able to provide an effective representation of ethnic identity.

National Identity: What is evident in studies related to national identity is the
gap between knowledge, attitude, and behavior regarding national identity in mass
and social media. National identity and its dimensions among adolescents whose
dominant media is social media (such as Instagram) are weaker than among
adolescents whose dominant media is mass media (such as television).

Individual and Social Identity: Individual and Social Identity: In social
identity as well, independent variables such as age, gender, level of use, and
duration of respondents' use of social networks have a significant relationship with
the negative effects of social media on social identity.

4. Factors Influencing Identity Crisis

Duration of Use: Using Instagram for more than 5 hours daily is associated
with reduced identity coherence (especially in girls).

Role of Family: The style of parental intervention (such as dialogue, setting
limits, or accompaniment) acts as a moderating factor. Families with cohesive
structures reduce the negative effects of media on adolescent identity through
critical dialogues.

Psychological Characteristics: Early maladaptive schemas and confused
identity styles drive adolescents towards fragmented identities.

Type of Media: Twhen examining the effect of media on identity, a distinction
must be made between domestic and foreign media, traditional and new media,
mass and social media.

5. Media as an Identity-Forming Tool

Media consumption (film, music, internet) is not only a tool for leisure but also
a tool shaping the self-concept or identity of adolescents. On the other hand,
presence on social networks like Instagram, by creating more autonomy in
expressing identity, allows adolescents to present an image of themselves that is
inconsistent with official upbringing and culture by selectively choosing religious
or gender components. This process not only leads to reduced identity coherence
(especially in girls) but also affects the boundaries of national identity, so that



The second most frequent topic is addressing social media as one of the main
platforms for identity formation and reinforcement, which can also be due to the
rapid growth and development of internet networks like Instagram, Telegram, and
also fan groups.What is noteworthy here is the researchers' focus on Western
theories, which indicates the dominant currents of thought regarding these topics
among researchers.

Thematic Analysis of Research Result :By carefully reviewing 53 identified
articles in this field and analyzing the content of the findings and results of the
studies, a total of 50 basic themes, 19 organizing themes, and 4 overarching themes
were identified, which will be analyzed and interpreted below.
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Chart 1. Overarching and Organizing Themes in the Field of Adolescent Identity and
Media

3. Media Influence on Types of Identity

Gender Identity: Adolescent girls' use of satellite television programs has led
them to distance themselves from traditional gender roles and has distorted their
gender identity.also, presence for more than 5 hours per day on virtual networks
like Instagram causes damage to the gender identity of adolescent girls. The display
of the ideal body on Instagram and modeling from celebrities has led to the
commodification of gender identity.

Iranian Cultural Research

41

Abstract



Iranian Cultural Research

40

Vol. 19
Issue 2
Summer 2026

FINDINGS
1. Descriptive statistics

The descriptive analysis revealed a dominance of qualitative approaches (58%) in
the reviewed studies, with a noticeable lack of mixed-methods research. The
methods used in the studies had diversity. In the articles reviewed in this study,
42% of the research was conducted by women and 58% by men. However, the lead
author in most of the studies was female researchers in this field.

The majority of the studies were conducted by university professors with the
academic rank of Assistant Professor, and the least scientific contribution in this
field belongs to undergraduate students. Also, doctoral and postdoctoral students
and graduates have shown significant sensitivity to this topic.

A review of the authors of the present study indicates that most of the research
was written by two-person groups. Four-author studies are mainly related to recent
years (2021-2024). Also,the studies have mainly been conducted in recent years.
Also, over 70% of the studies are related to the years 2017 to 2024, and nearly 30%
are related to the years before 2017.

2. Analytical-Statistical

The results of coding the study titles show that research in the field of adolescents
and media has focused most of its attention and focus on the role of the media in
building national, cultural, and religious identity and interactions in cyberspace.

Table 2. Thematic Categorization of Conducted Studies

Row Topic Count | Percentage
1 National/Cultural Identity and Media 9 17.0%
2 Social Media and Identity Formation 7 13.2%
3 Religious Identity and Media 7 13.2%
4 Cultural Identity in Literature/Art 6 11.3%
5 Digital Subcultures and Fandom 5 9.4%
6 Gender/Sexual Identity in Cyberspace 4 7.5%
7 Conflict between Virtual and Real Identity 4 7.5%
8 General Media Influence on Identity 4 7.5%
9 Psychological Dimensions of Identity and Media 3 5.7%
10 Lifestyle and Values under Media Influence 2 3.8%
11 Online Education and Identity 1 1.9%
12 Internet and Identity Development 1 1.9%
Total | - 53 100%




Study Population: Iranian adolescents aged 11-18 years.

Intervention: Media consumption (including both traditional and digital media).
Outcome: Impact on identity (social, national, gender, religious).

Comparison: Media consumption groups.

1. In the first stage, and in accordance with the guideline, all Persian databases
including Ensani, Noormags, SID, and Magiran , as well as Google Scholar , were
examined.

2. In the screening stage, rules were first established (Table 1), and screening
was carried out step by step according to the established rules. Finally, the
identified sources were reduced to 70 after the screening stage.

Table 1. Rules Established for Screening Articles

Inclusion Criteria Exclusion Criteria

Articles in Persian. Duplicate articles in databases were removed.

Specifically focused on the topic of adolescent | If the original source was inaccessible, it was
identity and media. excluded from the review.
Theoretical articles without empirical data were
excluded from the review.

Address the main research question.

Studies focused on Iranian society.

3. At this stage, quality assessment indicators were considered, which are: 1.
Database credibility (indexing in reputable databases). 2. Credibility of the
publishing journal. 3. Explicit specification or allocation of the topic to types of
identity categories and connection with the adolescent age range. 4. Methodological
soundness of the results. For this purpose, the information required for quality
assessment was entered and recorded in data extraction tables (in Excel) for each
source and scored at three levels: good, medium, and weak.

4. all sources were entered into Excel software for accurate recording of
extracted information from the studies and source evaluation. In these tables,
information such as study title, main findings, relevance to the current research
questions, reasons for inclusion or exclusion, etc., were recorded in as much detail
as possible for use in source evaluation and also for providing analyses related to
previous studies, and finally entered the qualitative analysis and coding stage.
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INTRODUCTION

"In the past, the sources shaping identity were predetermined, and individuals' identities
were largely ascribed; this meant that people in a society did not undergo significant
change and transformation in terms of identity formation. In fact, in the past, place
played a key role in creating social identity, as people lived in small, closed
environments and their social identity was formed through face-to-face interactions with
those around them in a stable environment. Individuals had less connection with the
outside world, and local traditions shaped a major part of their identity" (Adlipour,
Soleimani, and Mafakheri, 2015, p. 94). With the advent of modernity, the dominance
of media tools diminished the role of other components; because media and information
and communication technologies, by expanding individual capabilities, detached people
from their place and provided them with much wider communication networks. "As a
result, individuals are faced with diverse identity-forming resources, and identity
formation has taken on a non-local and global form" (Khani Jazani, 2009, p. 35). What
becomes more important here is the fluidity of identity over time, its multidimensional
nature, and its dependence on numerous factors. The current generation of Iranian
adolescents, as a group raised in the context of interactive communication technologies,
constructs part of their identity through interaction with media content, social networks,
and online games. In Iran, the field of adolescents and media has been of interest to
researchers, and the implementation of studies, in particular, has accelerated in recent
years. Despite the expansion of research in the field of adolescent identity and media,
the lack of a comprehensive synthesis and analysis of findings from studies that have
addressed this issue from various angles and dimensions has led to a limited and one-
dimensional understanding of its aspects. Most studies have investigated one or two
limited dimensions from a specific viewpoint (2005-2024), and comprehensive,
multidimensional patterns have not been identified. Also, a review of related research
indicates that despite the growth of identity studies in Iran, fundamental theoretical and
methodological gaps exist.

PURPOSE

This research attempts to answer this question: What were the main themes and
dominant patterns regarding the influence of media on the identity formation of
Iranian adolescents in studies published between 2005 and 2024, and how can these
effects be explained in the socio-cultural context of Iran?

METHODOLOGY

The present study, aiming to examine the results of research studies in the field of
adolescents and media, utilized a systematic review to methodically examine
Persian scientific articles. In this research, efforts were made to follow the research
path in a structured manner according to this PRISMA guideline. Before entering
the search phase, rules for the search were determined, including the following:
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ABSTRACT

In the present era, media has attracted researchers' attention as one of the most important
elements influencing identity. The research conducted in this domain, which has gained
significant momentum in recent years, has been thematically scattered. Consequently, there
was a need to synthesize and analyze the results of the conducted research in order to apply a
multidimensional, comprehensive, and analytical perspective to the existing body of work. This
study, while reviewing some theories in the field of identity and utilizing the systematic review
method, examined 53 scientific studies published between 2004 and 2024 and concluded that
the majority of the research has been conducted either qualitatively or quantitatively, with
combined-methods research receiving considerably less attention. Furthermore, through the
analysis of the results, five main themes were identified, which are as follows: First, the types of
interaction between adolescent identity and media in cyberspace; Second, the impact of media
on dimensions of identity, including the weakening of national and religious identity when
confronted with global media, gender identity disorder, and the reinforcement of
individualism; Third, factors affecting identity crisis, such as duration of use, the role of family,
and the type of media; Fourth, the identity-forming function of media in creating subcultures;
and Fifth, the unbalanced research focus on specific types of identity. The methodological gaps
in these studies also include a shortage of longitudinal studies, geographical limitations of the
samples, and the dominance of Western theories.
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formations. Second, it productively applies the Cultural Studies concept of
"articulation" to this context, explaining how revolutionary, developmentalist, and
technocratic elements were contingently linked. Finally, it offers a critical
genealogy of major national research initiatives (e.g., the Values and Attitudes
Survey), revealing their embeddedness in a project of state-led character formation
and social engineering, rather than treating them as neutral contributions to social
knowledge.
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Post-War Pragmatism (Late 1980s): After the Iran-Iraq War, official rhetoric
began diagnosing a "national culture" plagued by ethical shortcomings that
hindered reconstruction. The earlier revolutionary faith in transcendental guidance
was supplanted by calls for systematic "cultural planning," shifting focus from
external enemies to the internal realm of public attitudes and morals as a field for
intervention.

The Agency of Developmentalist Experts (Early-Mid 1990s): Social scientists
capitalized on the state’s new pragmatic turn. They championed empirical, survey-
based research into Iranian values and character traits, distinguishing their work
from both the revolutionary fitra discourse and the older national character
discourse of the Pahlavi era. Key figures argued that development was the material
prerequisite for Islamic civilization-building, thereby fusing technocratic
management with the state’s ideological project.

Institutionalization and engineering the "National Character" (Mid-Late 1990s): A
concrete alliance formed between these experts and state policy bodies like the
National Broadcasting agency and the Supreme Council of Public Culture. The
focus turned to creating instruments for measuring and steering public character.
Landmark projects like the national "Survey of Iranian Values and Attitudes"
emerged. While framed as tools for understanding society, their underlying logic
was one of monitoring, harmonizing, and correcting attitudes to cultivate a self-
regulating, productive citizenry suited to the state’s developmental and social order
objectives. This discourse effectively redirected social expectations and legitimized
state policy by attributing socio-economic challenges to the collective character.

CONCLUSION

The article concludes that the ascendancy of the developmental character-based
discourse signifies a major evolution in the Islamic Republic’s mode of governance.
It marks a shift from a revolutionary, populist model towards a managerial, bio-
political one, where the "inner life" of the population becomes a key site of
governance. This discourse did not reject the state’s ideological foundations but
rather supplied them with a modern, "scientific" apparatus for social management.
The ultimate outcome was the construction of a new subject of governance: a
citizen whose character was continuously assessed and targeted for improvement in
the name of national development, thereby enhancing the state’s capacity for social
control while depoliticizing its economic agenda.

NOVELTY

The novelty of this research is threefold. First, it provides a detailed historical
narrative of a pivotal but understudied discursive transition in post-revolutionary
Iran, connecting intellectual trends in the social sciences to concrete policy
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INTRODUCTION

This research examines a critical transformation in the Islamic Republic of Iran’s
official discourse during the post-war and reconstruction era (1989-2001). It
analyzes the transition from the 1980s revolutionary paradigm, focused on innate
human perfection (fitraf), to a new, instrumental framework. This framework,
termed the "developmental character-based discourse," reconceptualized the
national character, ethics, and attitudes of Iranians as quantifiable variables. These
variables were to be measured, managed, and ultimately reformed to align with
state-directed economic development goals and a specific model of social order.
The article posits that this shift represented a strategic adaptation, where ideological
imperatives like civilization-building were recalibrated through the technocratic
lenses of social science and cultural policy.

PURPOSE

The primary purpose of this article is to chart the historical and discursive process
through which Iran’s post-revolutionary state moved from a fitra-centric (innate-
nature) worldview to a developmental character-based one. It seeks to answer: How
and why did this re-articulation occur in the specific context of post-war Iran, and
what function did it serve in the cultural and social policymaking of the 1990s? The
research aims to illuminate the convergence between state institutions and a cadre
of social scientists who supplied the theoretical justification and methodological
tools for this new approach to governing society through the management of
character.

METHODOLOGY

The research employs a discoursive-analytical approach centered on the concept
of "articulation," as developed within Cultural Studies (Stuart Hall, Lawrence
Grossberg). This framework is preferred over more linguistically focused discourse
analysis to maintain a balance between the formative power of language and the
constraints of material historical conditions. Articulation here refers to the
contingent linking of disparate elements—developmental ideologies, the post-war
state’s managerial needs, and expert sociological knowledge—into a temporary but
potent discursive formation. The methodology involves critically mapping this
process by examining a range of primary sources (policy documents, specialized
journals, conference proceedings) from 1979-2001. The core unit of analysis is the
transition process itself—the changing connections between knowledge production,
state power, and policy implementation.

FINDINGS

The investigation uncovers a structured process in the rise and institutionalization
of the developmental character-based discourse:
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ABSTRACT

This article examines the emergence of a Developmental Character-Based Discourse in post-
revolutionary Iran (1989-2001). The dominant revolutionary discourse initially emphasized
“innate guidance” and a “divine human being,” rendering early character narratives unrelated
to developmentalism. The war’s end and practical necessities revived character-based discourse.
The core question is how this shift from “revolutionary essentialism” to a “Developmental
Character-Based Discourse” occurred and was reconfigured in cultural and social
policymaking. The shift emerged through a realignment of official discourse that redefined
“backwardness” as a threat to Islamic values and promoted “civilization-building.”
Developmentalist social and political scientists, stressing the measurement and management of
Iranian “attitudes” and “character traits,” played a pivotal role. Alongside state institutions—
especially IRIB and the Supreme Council of Cultural Policy—they constructed a new character-
driven subjectivity aligned with state developmental objectives. This project crystallized in
initiatives like the “Survey of Iranian Values and Attitudes,” which aimed not to empower
society but to control and harmonize behaviors to establish a desirable “social order” and
support economic development. Thus, the discourse moderated public expectations and
legitimized state economic and cultural policies. Without analyzing such surveys directly, this
study explores the historical context that made them relevant.
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be about 30 percent in total, which was about 32 percent for the Sixth Plan and
about 26 percent for the Fourth Plan. The reasons for this can be the repetition of
cultural policies in the laws of development programs but their failure to realize
them in practice and implementation or at least adherence to one third of these
policies and programs in practice and implementation. The main reasons for this
gap can be the lack of realism of development laws in the cultural sector on the one
hand, and the change in the cultural discourse of government executives due to the
change of governments after the approval and notification of the program laws, on
the other.

NOVELTY

The most important aspect of the research innovation is the focus on the
effectiveness and evaluation of the achievement of the goals of the cultural sector of
development programs in Iran and the reasons for their failure to be realized based
on planning and budgeting criteria and indicators.
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development plans in the perspective period (the fourth plan, the fifth plan, the sixth
plan, and the law on permanent provisions of development plans) were evaluated
using a questionnaire.

FINDINGS

The findings of the research in the thematic analysis section of development laws in
the culture section show that these laws have a pragmatic and instrumental view of
culture and see culture as a means of persuading society to accompany the
government in advancing development programs, measures, and plans. The final
theoretical proposition that can be extracted for all cultural provisions and materials
of development programs is “using the capacity of culture to explain and promote
the discourse of the Islamic Revolution, the Islamic-Iranian lifestyle, and culture-
building for economic prosperity and social vitality.” The results and findings of
this study even confirm the failure to achieve a large part of the goals of these
decrees and decrees, which, in addition to wasting resources, have no effect other
than deepening the gap between the cultural values of society (both elite- and
popular-oriented values) and the cultural actions and programs of the executive
bodies.

According to the research findings, the degree of compliance of cultural
provisions of development programs with general policies and superior documents
during the perspective period was evaluated as 3.8 (about 63 percent), the degree of
compliance of cultural provisions of development programs in the perspective
period with the criteria of scientific, expert and rationality was evaluated as 3.4
(about 57 percent), the clarity, uninterpretability and literary and legal strength of
cultural provisions of development programs in the perspective period was
evaluated as 2.4 (about 40 percent), the feasibility of realization or realizability of
cultural provisions was evaluated as 2.6 (43 percent), the social acceptability and
participatory nature of cultural provisions of development programs was evaluated
as 2.5 (42 percent), and the monitorability of cultural provisions of development
programs, which is one of the most important criteria of a legal provision, was
evaluated as 1.7 (about 28 percent). The combined sum of the above six indicators
and criteria was calculated to have an average of 2.7 (45 percent). This shows that,
in general, from the perspective of planning experts, the cultural provisions of
development programs met programming and legislative criteria by about 45
percent, which is less than the average.

CONCLUSTION

The main results of this study were the formal compliance of 76 percent of the
cultural provisions of development programs with their general superior policies
and the compliance of cultural provisions with legislative criteria below the average
(45 percent). Also, the percentage of realization of these provisions was assessed to
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INTRODUCTION

In the thinking of the elite, culture is synonymous with the highest human ideas and
virtues, and the concept of development also means excellence, progress, material
and spiritual improvement, and stepping on the path of no return towards happiness
and dignity. Despite such naivety and perfectionism at the epistemological level,
what is planned in practice for culture on the one hand and for development on the
other has a very low status and status that ultimately resembles neither culture nor
development. The purpose of this article is to examine the part called culture in the
legislative documents of development programs. On the one hand, these documents
are in conflict with what culture is - both in its lofty and popular status - and more
than being culture, they are the announcement of orders and decrees for the
implementation of the discursive procedures desired by the government and a
means of attracting and allocating public budget resources in order to continue the
daily activities and actions of government and public executive institutions.

In order to present a picture of this gap and gap between the epistemological
level and the operational dimension, this article first provides a definition of culture
and then development and the interdependence of the two, and then analyzes the
themes of what is included in the development legislative documents for culture.
The themes extracted by a group of elites are subjected to internal and external
criticism and their ability to realize cultural virtues and perfections or contribute to
the dynamism and growth of public culture is evaluated. This evaluation determines
to what extent the contents of development laws in the cultural sector pursue the
cultural values and expectations of society and to what extent they pursue the
interests of executive bodies that have a very small role and contribution to the
cultural excellence of society.

PURPOSE

In this study, a model was designed and used to evaluate legislative texts and
documents, and with its help, the cultural provisions of the five-year development
plans, including the fourth, fifth, and sixth development plans, as well as the law on
permanent provisions of development plans, were analyzed, and their weaknesses
and shortcomings were examined in terms of legislative and planning criteria.

METHODS

For this purpose, 30 cultural planning and policymaking experts were consulted,
and in two stages, the cultural provisions of the development plans were subjected
to a pathological evaluation. In the first stage, the main axes and themes of the
development plan laws in the culture sector were extracted, and 16 criteria and 6
composite indicators were used to evaluate the legislative provisions of the
development plans, and in the second stage, all the cultural provisions of the
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ABSTRACT

This article has evaluated the cultural provisions of development program laws in terms of
legislative and planning criteria. For this purpose, first, thematic analysis of cultural policies and
materials was used to measure their compliance, and then their evaluation and pathology were
used by referring to experts. In this study, a model was designed and used to evaluate legislative
texts and documents, and with its help, the cultural provisions of the five-year development
plans, including the fourth, fifth, and sixth development plans, as well as the law on permanent
provisions of development plans, were analyzed, and their weaknesses and shortcomings were
examined in terms of legislative and planning criteria. For this purpose, 30 cultural planning
and policymaking experts were consulted, and in two stages. The main results of this study were
the formal compliance of 67 percent of cultural provisions of development programs with
general superior policies and the lower than average compliance (54 percent) of cultural
provisions with legislative criteria. Also, the percentage of realization of these provisions was
evaluated as about 30 percent in total, which was 30 percent for the sixth program and about 37
percent for the fourth program. The reasons for this can be attributed to the tautology and
repetition of cultural policies in development laws in an impractical and vague manner, lack of
realism, and changes in the cultural discourse of the implementers after the approval of
development laws, resulting in their failure to be realized in practice and implementation.
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stop. Counterfeit versions that appear a few months later intensify the feeling of
being “out-dated” and accelerate the buying cycle. Personal identity becomes
tethered to the life-cycle of goods, deepening self-alienation and alienation from
others.

Car sub-system: The car is no longer a means of mobility; it is a cultural and
economic status marker. Young men spend hours “cruising” Bargh Street to display
their newly purchased vehicles. The urban fabric has been re-engineered around the
car: parking lots and flyovers replace green space and pedestrian lanes, increasing
environmental damage while reducing opportunities for face-to-face encounter.

Tourism sub-system: Travel has become a key arena of consumer competition.
The middle class meticulously plans low-budget trips to extract “maximum pleasure
for minimum cost,” while the affluent stay in five-star hotels and shop global
brands to mark their distinction. Both groups are locked into ‘“keeping-up”
dynamics, stripping the journey of any cultural or human content.

Advertising sub-system: Billboards, local Instagram pages and provincial TV
stations incessantly sell “happiness” in commodity form. Advertising markets not
only products but also “the pleasure that follows consumption,” replacing real needs
with symbolic ones. From an early age children learn that their worth lies in owning
specific goods, not in innate abilities or social cooperation.

CONCLUSION

The combination of consumerist subsystems and class-based strategies has turned
the 22-Bahman neighborhood into a “self-governing” space that needs no external
control; citizens remain inside the cycle of consumption by their own volition.
Perpetual old-fashion pushes them toward repeated purchases, and make-belive
temporarily soothes the frustrations born of inequality. In this process, “ethical
irresponsibility” toward the city’s peripheral squatters is reinforced, and the
possibility of a genuine community grounded in solidarity and dialogue is
diminished. The findings show that escaping this condition requires a re-
examination of the dominant urban value system and the strengthening of public,
cultural, and educational spaces so that “human beings,” not “commodities,” can
once again become the axis of everyday life.

NOVELTY

Unlike earlier studies that focused primarily on “class distinction” or “individual
identity,” this research shows how the city’s consumer subsystems turn affluent
citizens into “irresponsible actors” for whom even “seeing” urban poverty becomes
unnecessary—a phenomenon we might call “consumerist self-care” in opposition to
social solidarity.
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INTRODUCTION

In recent decades, the exponential expansion of consumer spaces has transformed
the fabric of everyday life in Iranian cities. Drawing on Henri Lefebvre’s critical
theory (1971), this article examines how the logic of consumption has infiltrated the
22-Bahman neighbourhood of Kermanshah. The wave of consumerism has
gradually turned daily life into a “capital market,” trapping residents in cycles of
compulsory consumption, indifference to the poor, and self-alienation;
consequently, the possibility of forging social solidarity and moments of creative,
emancipatory experience has diminished.

PURPOSE

The article offers a theoretically informed critique of how the hegemonic “logic of
consumption” dominates the everyday life of 22 Bahman’s residents and reveals the
alienating, responsibility-eroding consequences that unfold within the urban public
realm.

METHODOLOGY

An ethnographic strategy was adopted. Data were generated through two years of
participant observation at different times of day and night, and through 25 in-depth
interviews with residents, shop-owners and landlords, recruited via theoretical
sampling. The data were analyzed in three steps as analysis stage (data
management, coding, content analysis, qualitative description of codes, extraction
of patterns, and classification of data); interpretation (findings of each section are
connected to explain the desired concepts), and it report writing.

FINDINGS

22-Bahman was built in 1962 as a housing estate for government employees, the
district is now one of the most affluent areas of Kermanshah. A street-level audit
shows that 560 of the 565 retail units on the main arteries are consumption-
oriented; at night, Bargh Street turns into an open-air showroom for luxury cars. In
this setting, the fashion, food, automobile, tourism and advertising sub-systems
colonise everyday life in a mutually reinforcing loop.

Food sub-system: What was once a symbol of skill and solidarity -traditional
home-cooking- has become an expensive ritual. Families design multi-course
menus to “show off” at gatherings and replace kitchenware and décor every few
years to match Instagram trends. Time and money that could be invested in civic or
social interaction are thus absorbed by the spectacle of the table.

Fashion sub-system: Fashion has turned into a closed circuit that locates a
commodity’s value only in its moment-to-moment change. To keep their place in
the neighbourly and professional pecking order, consumers must chase brands non-
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ABSTRACT

This article examines the role of consumption in the everyday life of residents of the 22-
Bahman neighbourhood in the metropolis of Kermanshah. The study’s theoretical approach is
grounded in Henri Lefebvre’s ideas on everyday life and consumption. The research method is
ethnographic, with data collected through direct observation and in-depth interviews. Twenty-
five residents were selected through theoretical sampling and interviewed in depth. The
findings show that the 22-Bahman was first developed in the early 1960s in the north of
Kermanshah and is now one of the city’s most affluent areas. From the mid-1970s onward,
earlier consumer spaces located in the old city were gradually relocated here, turning 22-
Bahman into the city’s most vibrant consumption hub. Of the 565 shops lining its main streets,
560 are consumption-oriented. In addition, Bargh Street has become an evening showcase for
luxury cars that cruise from 7 p.m. until well past midnight. In this context, the food, fashion,
automobile, tourism and advertising sub-systems create an ideal environment for consumerism,
embedding instability into commodities through planned old-fashion and make-belive.
Residents constantly search for ever-new goods, driven by a perpetual compulsion to align with
an idealised consumer standard that they regard as social mobility. These sub-systems and their
internal mechanisms target the individual’s creative and self-reliant capacities, locating
happiness not in self-determination, social solidarity or human interaction but in acquiring
commodities that are forever going out of style. Consequently, most consumers remain
indifferent to the fate of the city’s poor and marginalised populations.
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patient sought medical care, what symptoms were present, and what clinical
reasoning led the physician to order diagnostic tests. In the discourse of spiritual
healing, hope in supernatural or extra-medical forces replaces scientific treatment,
and “tavakkol” (trust in God) is presented as the recommended response. The
discourse of fatalism in the 2010s depicts cancer’s incurability as predetermined,
while simultaneously offering no alternative form of treatment beyond biomedicine.
The discourse of ‘escape from illness’ is marked by tabooing, omission of the
illness name, avoidance of communication, and spatial confinement of the patient in
homes, hospitals, or sacred spaces. Such confinement places the patient in
restricted, low-mobility environments while active movement is reserved for
healthy actors. In the 2010s, this discourse co-occurs with deteriorating
relationships. Here, avoidance manifests through silence, whispered or muted
conversations, trivialization of the illness, and deletion of illness-related
discussions, patterns that coincide with worsening marital relationships. The
discourse of nuclear-family support in the 2000s reduces the patient to a “passive
other” and an object of care; in the 2010s this discourse shifts toward “loneliness.”
Across both decades, hair loss and chemotherapy side effects are depicted not as
treatment consequences but as signs of the illness itself, reinforcing perceptions of
inefficacy and amplifying a darkened portrayal of cancer.

CONCLUSION

Findings indicate that despite the increasing complexity of social issues in the
2010s, the cinematic depiction of cancer remains one-dimensional, stereotypical,
and grounded in othering. None of the films depict complete recovery, and the
intense focus on onset and death reinforces the narrative of “cancer equals death.”
The most prominent symbol identified was the face of the cancer patient, where the
“sign of treatment” is equated with the “sign of disease” and effectively replaces the
disease itself. In other words, chemotherapy and its consequences—such as hair
loss—are represented not as outcomes of a therapeutic intervention, but as
indicators of approaching death. The prevalence of the “identity-less illness”
discourse and the absence of post-cancer narratives encourage audience distancing
from health messages and heighten disengagement from risk. The omission of
structural and social determinants of cancer also leads to individualization of the
illness and obscures macro-level factors.

NOVELTY

By comparatively studying two decades of Iranian cinema, this study enables the
identification of discursive shifts in the depiction of cancer. Moreover, by
integrating the Extended Parallel Process Model with multimodal critical discourse
analysis, it fills a gap in film studies, which have rarely engaged with frameworks
from health and risk communication, and illuminates the semantic and visual
mechanisms through which cancer discourses are constructed.
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INTRODUCTION

Health is one of the foundational domains within health communication studies, and
many challenges in disease prevention and control stem from cultural, social, and
communicative factors (Ghanbari Baghestan et al., 2018). Moreover, the patterns
through which illnesses emerge, manifest, and are interpreted vary across societies
and are shaped by cultural and social conditions; these patterns can reshape
patients’ experiences and the meanings attributed to illness (Khazaei, 2022).
Cinema, as an art-media form, plays a crucial role in shaping, reproducing, or
transforming health discourses and can reinforce, erase, or regenerate stereotypes.
Health communication tools—including feature films—are also influential in
reducing health disparities and enhancing health literacy (Chiong-Rivero et al.,
2021). Within this context, the cinematic depiction of cancer—particularly when
threat is intensified without providing efficacy cues—may trigger maladaptive
audience responses such as stigmatization, denial, or avoidance (Miyose & Morel,
2022). According to the Extended Parallel Process Model (EPPM), threat-based
messages that lack efficacy information drive individuals toward fear control rather
than danger control, causing them to distance themselves from the risk
(Birmingham et al., 2015, 1265). Therefore, studying how cancer is depicted in
films—as a communicative and discursive phenomenon—is essential for
understanding the mechanisms through which meanings are produced and
collective interpretations of illness are shaped.

PURPOSE

Using a comparative approach, this study identifies and analyzes the discourses
surrounding the depiction of cancer in Iranian cinema during the 2000s and 2010s,
with the aim of understanding how these discourses construct patterns of illness
experience, threat severity, treatability, and efficacy.

METHODOLOGY

This research employs Kress and van Leeuwen’s multimodal critical discourse
analysis and studies eight Iranian feature films focusing on cancer across the two
decades studied.

FINDINGS

The analysis showed that three discourses, “escape from illness, and “treatment
signs as illness signs”, are shared across both decades. Distinct discourses in the
2000s include “medical diagnosis,” “spiritual healing,” and “nuclear-family
support,” while the 2010s are characterized by “relationship deterioration,”
“fatalism,” and “loneliness.” In the discourse of medical diagnosis, illness is
reduced to the body, physicians are depicted as ineffective actors, and pathways to
self-efficacy are removed. The physician announces the illness based on diagnostic
data, and laboratory tests or imaging consistently co-occur with the physician’s
judgment, illustrating dependence on instruments. However, the films omit why the
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ABSTRACT

Cinema, as an art-media form, can contribute to the consolidation, elimination, or
reproduction of social discourses and stereotypes related to diseases, including cancer.
Therefore, analyzing the ways cancer is portrayed in films—understood as a communicative
phenomenon—is important and can illuminate how collective perceptions of stereotypes,
patterns of illness experience, and modes of coping are shaped. This study aimed to identify
and compare cancer-related discourses in cinema. Using multimodal critical discourse
analysis and complete sampling, it analyzed eight Iranian films addressing cancer produced
during the 2000s and 2010s. The findings show that the shared discourses across the two
decades include “escape from illness,” and “treatment signs as illness signs”. Distinct
discourses of the 2000s include “medical diagnosis,” “spiritual healing,” and “nuclear-
family support,” while the distinct discourses of the 2010s include “deteriorating
relationships,” “fatalism,” and “loneliness.”. Based on the findings, Iranian cinema in both
decades demonstrates cancer in a negative and stereotypical manner, characterized by
overgeneralization and the othering of patients through confining them to specific spaces
and depicting them as passive subjects. Drawing on the EPPM Model, the categories of
“disease without identity” and “incurability” can be extracted. Iranian cinema presents a
fearful image of cancer in which no recommended responses grounded in self-efficacy or
response efficacy are offered to viewers. This, in turn, leads audiences to maintain distance
from cancer risk. Overall, Iran’s health system is treatment-oriented, and Iranian cinema
likewise appears to adopt the same orientation in its portrayal of cancer.
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