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3. Das

4. Jean Jacouge Rousseau
5. physis/nature

6. nomos/law
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1. concepts
2. categories
3. themes
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INTRODUCTION

In the tribes of Iran, the construction of tribe composed of single families was
linked to the tribe complex and, was able to carry out its special duties, including
war, security, and livestock. The construction of the Qashqai system was not an old,
chaotic, primitive system. A dynamic, effective, and functional system reacted to the
changing and risky conditions of its external and internal societies. The social
structure of the system formed a framework whose boundaries were not territorial,
but cultural.

PURPOSE

Authors should focus on the symbols, relationships, duties, responsibilities and
political commitments of members and their lifestyles, along with the hierarchy of
social and social fabric, a factor in maintaining the political stability of the country
as well as the obedience of the people of the tribe of the Chines and Ilkhans It would
have been herself. Because in history, they have never been able to keep their
legitimacy based on force, not a single king or a group.

Existing research has focused more on the political and social status of
Qashgqa'is, or in other words on the Qashqai historical role, or the power of Qashqai
leaders in full association with external forces and components.

METHODOLOGY

The distinction between research on the basis of the theoretical framework of
violence or symbolic domination, the study of the mechanisms and components of
the legitimacy of the power of the leaders and the attempt to study the subject from
the perspective of historical sociology. The theoretical framework of this paper is to
take advantage of Symbolic Power Theory and the "Pierre Bourdieu" Symbolic
Violence.

RESULT

The socio-political construction and the way in which the power of a sovereign can’
not be explained solely by virtue of its kinship, and we should see that hierarchy as a
socio-political construction and interaction with the state or the national elites and
foreign powers.

CONCLUSION

In spite of the transformation and transformation of the eagle system, the culture
and institutional identity of the peoples who are dependent on traditions and rituals
remain unaffected, and as a matter of collective consciousness, they play an
important role in identifying processes.
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Extended Abstract

The nomadic structure of the Qashgqai tribe has an ancient history that has continued
for nomadic life. The system had its own administrative political organization, which
was shaped by nomadic living conditions and nomadic. At the head of this tribal
system, there was a monk named Ilkhani, from the beginning of the formation of the
Qashqai tribe, from the time of the Safavids, in the hands of a family called Shahilo. The
main question of the present article is that what was the social political structure in
Qashqai and how has the legitimizing mechanisms been implemented? The hypothesis
of the article is that the social structure of the Qashqai tribe has been hierarchically in
response to the needs of the tribe, and the structure of power in it is not necessarily
based on the violence of the rulers of the tribe, but based on symbols, rituals and
customs was in tribe. Therefore, the distinction between current research and this paper
based on the theoretical framework of violence or symbolic domination, we study of the
mechanisms and components of the legitimacy of the power of the leaders and attempt
to study the subject from the perspective of historical sociology.
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“Iran”, “prophet”, “Farsi”, “women”, “change”, “progress” and “satellite”. The findings
of the second part demonstrate that the Hawrami identity sources including Kurdish-
Hawrami ethnical identity, Iranian national identity, modern and religious identity
are distinguishable. The category of Hawrami-Kurdish identity includes Hawrami
language and literature, Hawrami symbols, sense of attachment and feeling proud of
being a Hawrami, preserving and defending Hawrami sources and interests, music
and songs and the emphasis on social integrity of different regions as Kurd people.
The Iranian national identity includes the everyday presence of Persian language,
music and songs, rituals and Iranian values, and national loyalty. Religious identity
embraces the beliefs, rituals, Sufism, Ghaderi and Naghshbandi mysticisms, the state
of religion, tolerance and revitalization-fundamentalism. In the category of modern
identity, we shall see challenging the ancestor’s beliefs, intellect, criticism and
awareness, humanism and tendency towards modernism, cosmopolitanism and
consumption.

DISCUSSION

The key point to this discussion is that all the actors find this changing relative
incompatibility, as a result of combining identity sources, insufficient and attempt
to resolve this instability-stability dialect. This category of actors selects one sole
source as the source of their identity and tries to select the most stable dialect
among its various dialects. It seems that despite their limited number compared to
others, these actors perform actively based on the selected dialect to the extent that
we come across radical approaches.

CONCLUSION

The general part of the findings is consistent with the attempts of Jenkins and
Giddens to bridge the gap between the modern subject with integral identity and
post-modern subject with fluid identity, because the extracted data show that most
people possess a kind of identity fixation in the face of different and distinct identity
sources and as a result the sense of insecurity and lack of a fixed identity, while they
experience an integral and compatible self, they are always in a struggle of stability-
instability dialect. Therefore, Hawrami people select their identity source among
those four distinct categories in a relative combination interacting to others in the
form of a process. This selection is always subject to change but this combined and
fragmented identity does not mean identity instability and crisis.

NOVELTY

This study possessing a contextual approach, has presented comprehensive findings
in the context of identity sources of Hawraman people and the authors hope that
the result of the study would be practical not only in fundamental results, but also
pave the way to facilitate the development in Hawraman and to resolve the social
harm in the region.
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INTRODUCTION

In old communities, the sources and origins of identity were limited and
recognized. This sources were the same for all of the members of those societies and
usually innate, so this limitation prevented any complications in identities, but
more identity sources came to be through various ages of human life and questions
like “who are we?” and “who are others™ became more prevalent. Hawraman
region in west of Iran faces a multiple and complex combination of identity sources,
in that they encounter new conditions besides all national ethnic, linguistic and
religious identity sources. Renovation, modernism and globalization are modern
concepts that have embraced the world actors as an intertwined process despite all
their abundant differences and distinctions. Hawrami people, intentionally or
unintentionally, have encountered this trend in the last two decades which has
made the world of Hawrami actors as complex and obscure

PURPOSE

The purposes of the present study include:
1) What do Hawrami people (as a Hawrami social, cultural, political or
religious person) consider to be their most important identity source?
2) When they face propositions such as “who are Hawramies?”, what do they
think about themselves?
3) What is the actor’s understanding of identity resources among people?

METHODOLOGY

The present research is conducted through qualitative method using conventional
content analysis approach to study the identity sources of Hawrami people. Data
analysis was done consistent with data gathering, which in turn were gathered by
half-structured interviews and centered group discussions in the form of certain
questions to Hawrami participants. Our sampling is performed with maximum
variation. Total samples of the study were 33, 17 among them were involved in
individual interviews and the other 16 were interviewed in 3 groups. This study has
employed conventional qualitative content analysis proposed by Lundman and
Graneheim. In the first part of data analysis, we used Nvivo 2017 to present a
general view of keywords in the first section of keywords analysis; and in the second
part we utilized MAXQDA 2018 in order to register, manage and analyze the data.

RESULT

The findings of keywords part, illuminated the most treatable identity sources
between the interviewees. Actors showed the most references towards words like

D« » o« » o« » o« » o«

“Hawrami”, “people”, “language”, “Kurdish”, “culture”, “Gorani (song)”, “identity”,

» o«

“Islam”, “Kurds”, “religion”, “Hawraman”, “music”, “God”, “Kurdistan”, “Sorani”,

»  « » o« » o«

“differences”, “Siachamana”, “Quran’,

» o«

literature”, “ceremony”, “life”, “celebration”,
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Extended Abstract

The ethno-cultural region of Hawraman encounters a multiple and complex combination
of identity sources which its understanding calls for deep and contextual investigation.
Applying a qualitative approach, the present study attempts to discuss the identity sources
of Hawrami people. To these end, a half-structured interview was conducted with 33
Hawrami key commentaries and experts selected with maximum variation; Data were
gathered. In order to analyze the data, we used Nvivo and MAXQDA software based on
conventional qualitative content analysis proposed by Lundman and Greneheim. The
findings of the study demonstrated that the identity sources of Hawraman consists of four
themes: “Hawrami-Kurdish ethnical identity”, “Iranian national identity”, “religious
identity”, and “modern identity”. The category of Hawrami-Kurdish identity includes
Hawrami language and literature, Hawrami symbols, sense of attachment and feeling
proud of being a Hawrami, preserving and defending Hawrami sources and interests,
music and songs and the emphasis on social integrity of different regions as Kurd people.
The Iranian national identity includes the everyday presence of Persian language, music
and songs, rituals and Iranian values, and national loyalty. Religious identity embraces the
beliefs, rituals, Sufism, Ghaderi and Naghshbandi mysticisms, the state of religion,
tolerance and revitalization-fundamentalism. In the category of modern identity, we shall
see challenging the ancestor’s beliefs, intellect, criticism and awareness, humanism and
tendency towards modernism, cosmopolitanism and consumption. At the end of the
study, according to the findings, the identity sources of Hawrami people model was
recognized and represented.

Keywords: Identity, Hawrami, ethnical identity, religious identity, Iranian national
identity
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one believes that the border is "potentially life- limiting". In this perspective the
border is a barrier to economic relations, although it is necessary and might be
existed and accepted. This is due to that fact that without the border it is too
difficult to live and survive. In the second view, the border is seen as “liberalization
of the market." In this sense, the frontier makes the two countries' economies more
interconnected, and there is a two-way exchange between them, which does not
provide for foreign cities. In the third approach, the border is considered as
"deprivation from the center". In this view the border is seen an obstacle to
development, and even to the acquisition of amenities.

CONCLUSION

Borders are a place to stay, seeing, meeting and Revenue. On the borderline (where
it is marked with barbed wire or mined or drawing lines) is the most stressful
moment in which to stay in danger. Under the guidance of Stonequist (1937),
Frontiersmen have dialectical experiences. They have a They have a feeling of being
in the country and not feeling in the country, feelings of restriction and feeling of
freedom, feeling deprived and feeling of progress, They live in two social systems, in
two cultures or in two communities, but none of them have a complete sense of
emotional, cultural or social affiliation. They are familiar strangers who, despite
being familiar with and belonging to their country, have a kind of alienation and
indifference to the country.

NOVELTY

So far, the border has been seen as a pathology phenomenon for different classes of
the population, which, from the perspective of the people, the borders represent the
cultural, economic, technological, and environmental poverty. According to the
government's approach, the border is the center of insecurity and smuggling. These
subjectivities in outside the borderlands are imposed on the Frontiersmen.

The innovative aspect of the research is its dialectical and phenomenological
approach to the border. It means that firstly, it focuses on the border from lived
experiences of the Frontiersmen; second, the paper focuses on both the damages
and the capacities of the borderlands.

The scientific application of the research is avoid one-dimensional of subject
and try to problematize the various aspects of the border. In this regard, this
research is an attempt to rethink the common sense about the frontier and
frontiersmen. Also, it tries to inform people and state to other aspects and
approaches.
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INTRODUCTION

In traditional societies, the phenomenon of border is more linguistic, religious, and
cultural, however in the modern age the border makes sense in the context of state.
Until a decade ago, the border was seen as not important because of globalization
and the post-modern standpoint; but now due to various reasons, such as
insecurity, borders are taken serious and strengthened and controlled. In this
situation, almost of those who live near the borders are controlled nearly to half of
their space around (north, south, east or west). The lived experiences of these
borderline residences are quite different from those people who are out near of
borderlands. However, in previous studies, they have not attention to this aspect of
research, and have considered pathological approach to the issue of the border and
the Frontiersmen. The results indicate fertility, population growth, literacy, and life
expectancy are an inappropriate situation.

PURPOSE

Iran's Kurdistan with Iraqi Kurdistan is very similar in terms of culture, religion,
language and ethnicity, but it is the political boundary that has discarded the life
world's people in this two territories. Based on this fact, the present research
examines and analyzes the lived experience of the Nowdeshah’ borderline
residences from phenomenology approach. The purpose of the research is to answer
the following questions: How does understanding the boundary in the minds of
these Frontiersmen (Nowdeshah)? How is the mental life of the Frontiersmen
(Nowdeshah) about the border?

METHODOLOGY

The paradigm of this research is "Constructionism”. The research method to answer
the main question is a "qualitative case study" based on a phenomenological
approach that was conducted in the fall of 2017 and winter 2018. The research
samples were selected on the basis of purposive sampling, and theoretical saturation
achieved after choosing 43 Frontiersmen. To collect data I used depth interview,
semi-structured interview, and conversational style.

RESULT

Based on a thematic analysis, four dimensions of the lived experiences studied are
identified consisting of the cultural, environmental, economic and political
experiences .In the cultural and environmental experience, the border is considered
as a limiting wall and a factor in the abandonment of human communication,
where as the political dimension is considered as a liberating frontier. From the
economic point of view, the situation is more complicated and there are three
different perspectives which are commonplace to the border phenomenon. The first
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Extended Abstract

The present study phenomenologicaly examines and analyzes the lived experience of
the Nowdeshah’ borderline residences. Based on a thematic analysis, four dimensions of
the lived experiences studied are identified consisting of the cultural, environmental,
economic and political experiences .In the cultural and environmental experience, the
border is considered as a limiting wall and a factor in the abandonment of human
communication, where as the political dimension is considered as a liberating frontier.
From the economic point of view, the situation is more complicated and there are three
different perspectives which are commonplace to the border phenomenon. The first
one believes that the border is "potentially life-limiting". In this perspective the border is
a barrier to economic relations, although it is necessary and might be existed and
accepted. This is due to that fact that without the border it is too difficult to live and
survive. In the second view, the border is seen as “liberalization of the market.” In this
sense, the frontier makes the two countries’ economies more interconnected, and there
is a two-way exchange between them, which does not provide for foreign cities. In the
third approach, the border is considered as "deprivation from the center". In this view
the border is seen an obstacle to development, and even to the acquisition of amenities.
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priorities of tourism development in many of the communities if it pays sufficient
attention to the principles of sustainability. On the other hand, the rituals and
ceremonies are served as powerful instruments for exploring the nested layers of the
social plays and dramas and creation of a “holy time” in every society and giving
value to the places.

CONCLUSION

In alternative tourism, attentions are directed at such a characteristic as being
accompanied by less side effects and accountability of the tourists entering a region.
Guiding the tourists towards presence in programmed and purposeful tours and
providing them with the tourism packages of Hosseini mourning rites and events in
Masuleh are the best form of region’s taking advantage of the tourists and this can
be actualized via creating chances for advertising Hosseini mourning rites in
Masuleh within the format of multimedia programs from internet websites, radio
and television, virtual and social networks and so on for the presence of the ritual
tourists.

NOVELTY

The distinctive feature of the present study from the prior researches lies in its
approach to ritual tourism from the perspective of the preservative and revitalizing
role of the ancient traditions of Hosseini mourning in the well-known, historical,
natural and social region of Masuleh residential estate and the issue had not been
dealt with up to now from the view angle of ritual tourism that is a very important
factor in diversification of alternative tourism.



professors and experts. The reliability of the questionnaire was assessed using
Cronbach’s alpha coefficient and values equal to 0.85 and 0.77 were respectively
obtained for the variables “the capability of Hosseini mourning rites’ tourism
attractions” and “holding systematic specialized ritual tourism trips”. Moreover, in
this study, other instruments like interview with local society and tourists as well as
observation were utilized for depicting the rituals. In order to offer various tests and
establish meaningful relationships between the variables, use was made of such
software packages as SPSS19 and Excell2010.

RESULT

Since years ago, the people from Masuleh have been busy exercising ceremonial
rituals that put on their symbolic guise on the body of the Muslims’ lamentations in
a historical ground and after the entry of Islam into this region and updated their
ritual method for expressing sympathy with Imam Hussein (PBUH) and his
assistors. These rituals that are spread over a period of time from Qorban Feast till
the first ten days of Muharram Al-Haram are as explained in the table below:

Table 1. Hosseini mourning rituals in the historical residential estate of Masuleh

Title of ritual Holding date Holding time Holding place
11th of Dhu Al-Hijjah The precinct of Awn Ibn Ali (PBUH)

Muharram’s overture (Qorban Holiday) Noon Mosque
C t of Arrival of Muh;
omméncemen © rrivat of Muharram Night Four neighborhoods in Masuleh
mourning Al-Haram
5th of Muharram Al- Starting from Maleki house and Kesheh Sar
Tub placement Day .
Haram Mosque towards the rest of neighborhoods
Maki i d 6th of Muh: Al- Before thy
ing ensigns an of Muharram efore the Awn Tbn Ali (PBUH) Mosque
pennons Haram sunset
8th of Muh Al- .
Farewell o Vuharram Afternoon Awn Ibn Ali (PBUH)
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Hosseini Tasou’a ?_Ith :Ianuharram Al- Morning His Highness Abu Al-Fazl (PBUH) Mosque
ar
1 - 2 AM till
Hosseini Ashoura 0th of Muharram Al Ml The entire Masuleh
Haram afternoon
10th and 12th of
Passion play an © Afternoon Maseuleh’s bazar

Muharram Al-Haram
11th of Dhu Al-Hijjah Noon The precinct of Awn Ibn Ali (PBUH)

Muh: ’ t
uharram’s overture o ol day) Mosque

DISCUSSION

Diversification of the tourism destinations’ attractions, especially in well-known
regions frequently visited by the tourists, is an important factor in preserving and
survival of the destinations and the sustainable development of the tourism in them.
Ritual tourism is an alternative tourism form that can be considered as one of the
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INTRODUCTION

The historical Masuleh Residential Estate is enumerated amongst the persistent
heritages of Iran and the world’s tourism and it attracts many tourists from various
regions in Iran and the world to itself during all days of the year for its unique
architectural and cultural properties. However, the present study approaches this
region from the bright lenses of exercising traditional Hosseini mourning rites and
the tourism attractions of this large religious event. The study performs detailed
investigation and research on the practicing of traditional mourning and religious
rites in the historical residential estate of Masuleh and explores the trans-temporal
and trans-spatial effects of these rituals in two time cross-sections, i.e. before
Muharram (overture rituals) and during the first ten days of Muharram and
afterwards, from the perspective of ritual tourism. The study tries finding answers
to the following questions: can the ritual tourism preserve and revitalize the
traditional culture of Hosseini mourning in the historical residential estate of
Masuleh? And, are there appropriate tourism infrastructures for the development of
ritual tourism in the studied region?

PURPOSE

Based on the ideas proposed by the sociologists, humanists and researchers of
tourism area, the function of the rituals and ceremonies in corroborating the
solidarity spirit and reproduction of coherence and unity amongst the studied
society members and taking advantage of a cultural event for the preservation and
guarding of the traditional rituals have been taken into account in this article. Ritual
tourism serves a dual function in this study. On the one hand, it contributes to the
retention of a traditional rite and prevention of its abandonment by the future
generations and, on the other hand, it would be followed by economic income
production and sustainable development of the studied region.

METHODOLOGY

The present study makes use of a descriptive-analytical research. The information
has been gathered based on library research for the investigation of the theoretical
foundations and expanding the field knowledge and method based on questionnaire
distribution amongst the participants of the ritual ceremonies. According to the fact
that the researcher’s approach is limited to the specific aspect of ritual tourism, use
has been made of convenience and snow ball sampling method for selecting from
amongst the 340 participants of the tour programs specific to the ritual tourism.
The information collection from the tourists was continued till reaching the
statistical volume saturation. The questions existent in the questionnaire were
classified in respect to the study subject and, before being administered to the main
study sample, its validity and credibility was verified and confirmed by the
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Extended Abstract

Religious rituals and mourning ceremonies are amongst the most important resources
of reaching identity intellectual ruts and the lifestyle by the individuals who collectively
exercise and continue them in a certain region. Hosseini mourning ritual ceremony, in
Masuleh Residential Estate, is the performance of traditional rites that put on their
symbolic guise on the body of the Muslims’ lamentations after the entry of Islam into
this region and updated the traditional ritual style for expressing sympathy with Imam
Hussein (PBUH) and his companions. This cultural phenomenon that has been
registered as a spiritual heritage needs to be seen so that its practical manifestations can
be preserved and guarded hence not lost. Ritual tourism with its dramatic feature,
repetition and redisplay of the course of event narrates the ritual actions and reactions
before the eyes of the tourists and acts as a powerful medium for preserving the unique
and lean characteristics of the regions. The present study is a descriptive and survey
research that has been conducted through taking advantage of such means as interview
and questionnaire based on convenience and snow ball methods amongst 340 domestic
and foreign tourists of Hosseini mourning rites in Masuleh residential estate in 2018.
The results of the investigations and analyses of the tourists’ ideas and outputs based on
SPSS and Excel are expressive of the considerable role of ritual tourism in the
preservation and guarding of the traditional rites and the necessity for equipping the
region’s tourism infrastructures. In line with purposive guidance of the tourists and
benefiting from the ritual tourism, the holding of specialized and well-planned tours is
amongst the primary suggestions of the present study.

Keywords: rite, ritual performance, ritual tourism, Hossein's mourning, Masouleh town
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defects and faults, they increase one’s sense of efficiency as well as improve
relationships.

On the other hand, strong intra-group links, according to the theories of Social
Capital, deteriorate the extra-group relationships. In addition, the ideology
presented in the Psymentology sect regard members external to the sect as the ones
who are caught within a negative network and there, tendencies towards non-
members is a reproachful act. Furthermore, these strong intra-group links can be
considered as important factors in the members’ attitudinal developments and their
continuous presence and as a result, can enhance the sense of social belonging.
Another attitudinal impact on social interactions that results from participating in
the Psymentology sect is fatalism and resignation and inactions in social
interactions.

NOVELTY

The current study can be considered an innovation with regard to the studied sect
and methodology that has been applied. The studied sect, despite having unique
intra-religious features, high membership, and being problematic in the country,
has rarely been investigated from a sociological perspective. In addition, with regard
to the methodology, Grounded Theory is a new and holistic method in qualitative
studies that has rarely been used in Iran and it is for the first time that this
methodology has been applied on the current research population.



“Spiritual Experience” has been reported as the turning point of such development.
However, those who lacked such an experience did not undergo significant
developments with regard to their attitudes and in some cases; this has been the
reason for their separation from the sect. Of course, it has to be pointed out that

interacting spiritual experiences in a group has a major impact on their efficiency.

Changes in beliefs and attitudes have been classified into four groups: 1.
Perception and accepting one’s own defects and wrongdoing, 2. Understanding the
unity and oneness in the universe, 3. Believing in the consciousness and wisdom of
the existence, and 4. Believing in the existence of non-organic beings and their
agency in everyday life. Such changes in the consciousness and beliefs have led to
attitudinal and inclinational developments in the following form: 1. Recognizing
one’s own hidden and negative dimensions, believing in one’s own defects and
faults, and forgiving and understanding others’ defects. 2. Perceiving the unity and
oneness with the universe and other beings. 3. Believing in the consciousness and
wisdom of the existence and fatalism. 4. Believing in the non-organic beings and
their agency in the everyday life.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

Based on the findings in the current study, changes that occur in the individuals’
attitudes originate from the religious experience. In other words, the pivot of
individuals’ values and attitudes in the transition and modern society is the personal
and internal experiences and not following traditions and harmonizing with them.
Thus, traditional ideologies that lack personal spiritual experiences are unable to
form the modern human beings core beliefs and values.

On the other hand, leaving or continuing the presence in such sects depends on
the occurrence of attitudinal and inclinational changes and if, according to the
Rational Choice Theory, these changes bring about a prize, and not costs, for the
person, he/she will be encouraged to stay, while if he/she is faced with costs, this will
prevent the person from continuing the presence and will result in leaving the sect.
As the majority of former members believe that the magical and religious
techniques in the Halgeh Mysticism, through the domination of non-organic beings
on their lives, have interfered with their family and social life and have forced to
leave the sect.

On the other hand, some of the magical and religious techniques in the Halqgeh
Mysticism such as announcing the unity connection, group connection, link
connection, etc. have had significant effects on the individuals’ changes with regard
to their social interactions. That is because through widening the definition of
oneself, eliminating the self and others’ territories, forgiving one’s own and others’
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INTRODUCTION

Values, attitudes, and tendencies are among the major factors that influence social
interactions, which are in turn considered as important issues in the realm of
sociology. Religion is one of the important components in the formation of values
and in the majority of social groups, plays a significant role in determining
individuals® attitudes and behavior. However, religions and religious people, like all
other cultural factors, undergo change and transformation.

During the process of modernization where it is claimed that religion will be
downgraded, we are faced with the revival of religion and spiritualist movements
that affect individual and groups’ attitudes, behavior, and values. One of such
movements that have appeared in this country is the Psymentology or the Halqeh
Mysticism1. This group has had a significant growth in some of the Iranian cities
and has positive and negative effects according to its members and institutions and
the public viewpoint. Such effects have caused intense controversies in the domestic
and foreign media and by involving different groups of the society, have led to
various judgments towards the members such as being aberrant, culprit, mystic, etc.
Thus, the major question in the current study is to investigate the developments of
current or former members of the sect.

PURPOSE

The major goal of the current study is to analyze the attitudinal developments of the
current and former members with regard to their social interactions from the
viewpoint of themselves and find the turning point of such developments.

METHODOLOGY

The current study has been conducted on the current and former member of the
Halgeh Mysticism by applying the Grounded Theory methodology. The selection of
the sample has been gradual and based on theoretical sampling and as a result, 14
members (N=14) have been selected as the sample where 8 members are current and
6 members are former members. The majority of questionnaire items for the section
of current of former members’ attitudinal developments are focused on the turning
points of perceptual, cognitive, and attitudinal developments and on describing the
attitudinal developments in social interactions from the members’ viewpoint.

RESULT

Findings of the current research study reveal that significant changes have taken
place in the majority of the (current or former) members’ social attitudes and the

1. Erfane halqeh
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Extended Abstract

The current study is an attempt to analyze the attitudinal developments that have
occurred in the social transactions of the members of the so-called Psymentology
spiritual group. The study is a descriptive one and has been conducted according to
the principles of the Grounded Theory on fourteen current (active and non-active)
and former members of the group. Results of analyses showed the changes occurred
to the members of the two groups are not similar and are sometimes contradictory.
In other words, the ideology that member have gotten through participation in the
group and their spiritual experiences are not similar for the two groups; in other
words, the current members evaluate such ideology as positive, while the former
members have contrasting views. Cognitive and attitudinal changes among the
members have been classified into four groups, each one with specific consequences.
Identifying the hidden aspects of oneself, perceiving oneness in the universe and
being united with it, believing in the consciousness of the existence and handing over
all issues to it, and believing in the existence of non-organic beings.
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cities as physical environments should respond to a variety of the citizens’ physical
and mental needs and qualify their social and individual life. Metro system is one of
the factors of the modern world in Tehran and is one of the highly crowded places
which play a significant role in social, cultural, and economic changes in the society.
In the current study, environmental graphics has been posed as one of the main
components of the cities’ visual identity. The way the environmental graphics has
been employed as an identity medium in metro stations, its role in reflecting and
reviving the national culture and identity as well as its part in directing the cities’
visual identity is among the topics discussed in this research.
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Direct visual language and validity was mainly employed in works with religious as
well as mythical and national identity besides those related to Iranian- Islamic art
identity. Symbolic and invalid language was employed to ensure the achievement of
the purposes.

CONCLUSION

Based on the results obtained from this study, it can be concluded that the way
people feel their national identity constitutes part of their psychological domain and
through this, they can internalize the society’s cultural values and achieve cultural
identity. As a matter of fact, the effect of the environment on human identity or the
interaction between human and the environment is mutual i.e. either human
accommodates the environment, or is gradually affected by the environment and
his culture and behavior are altered. Therefore, the identity formation process or
the compliance of human with the environment is the impact of the environment
on human in which they seek their identity and in particular their cultural and
historical identity and this way, they consider the identity of their environment as
their own. City view can be regarded as an inseparable constituent of its visual
identity. This part of the city’s contrived identity which is composed of various
factors including architecture, city design and environmental graphics is in fact the
contrived choices in city design which make up the city’s visual identity.

Visual intelligence and literacy are the pre-requisites for understanding the
visual messages presented in the cities. Citizens are unconsciously affected by the
visual depictions in the cities, their visual tastes are directed and the level of their
visual literacy is enhanced. That is why the kind of the visual messages to which
they are addressed is of significance.

The results also showed that two main purposes reported in the study hypotheses
can be attained through visual representation of different dimensions of national
identity and via the influential medium of environmental graphic design namely:

1) Shaping visual identity through visual representation of different dimensions
of national identity and via the influential medium of environmental graphic
design.

2) The promotion of visual intelligence, improving visual literacy, and
navigating citizens’ visual tastes towards national and local art, and as a result the
use of national and local art in environmental graphic design.

NOVELTY

In recent years, the interrelationships among human, identity, culture, and the
environment have been among hotly-debated issues considered for research in
different areas. Since a large part of human behavior is affected by the environment,



employed in the mural structure and content. Qualitative and quantitative data
analysis was carried out according to the following 4 steps:

1) Quantitative analysis of 70 murals based on the comparative method and
according to the graphic representation index of national identity dimensions
including: cultural, historical, social, territorial, and political.

2) Quantitative analysis of 62 selected samples from among 70 which had the
conceptual features of the cultural and historical dimensions of the national identity
and according to the index of alignment with different components of cultural
dimension of national identity including various artifacts, religion, myth, history,
language and literature, folklore, law, and social organizations.

3) Qualitative and quantitative analysis of 20 murals from among 60 in the
previous stage according to the index of maximal conceptual and visual alignment
with different components of the cultural dimension of national identity and their
conceptual categorization into 3 groups: works with Iranian- Islamic art identity,
works with religious identity, and works with mythical identity.

4) Qualitative analysis of the remaining 20 works based on exploratory causal
analysis and interpretive analysis and according to the index of visual factors and
quality including content, construction, visual language, composition, color, etc.

RESULT

The results of the study indicated that from among the components of the cultural
dimension of national identity, the element of different artifacts, which is in fact a
visual representation of the cultural dimension, was represented meaningfully in the
murals. Through the representation of national graphic arts in the environmental
graphic designs which are in fact one of the components of city landscape and visual
identity, the culture and national identity can be reinforced and promoted in cities.

The results obtaining from the analysis of 20 murals revealed that city designers
pay special attention to calligraphy as one of the major ornamental elements in
Islamic Art Explicit transmission of ideas joint with direct visual language and
validity has changed it to one the most practical ornamental items, in comparison to
other ornamental elements, particularly in works related to religious identity. The
results also indicated that human graphic design and specifically mythical
characters prevailed in works representing mythical and national identity.
Furthermore, plant ornamentals were mainly used in works with an Iranian-
Islamic art identity. On the other hand, geometric shapes as one the main
ornamentals in Iranian- Islamic art were the least- attended elements in the final 20
works being analyzed.
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INTRODUCTION

Cities have attracted much attention in different historical periods as the locus of
culture, civilization, welfare, and prosperity. However, today the visual identity of
the cities has been affected by the comprehensive expansion and development of
Islamic cities and the lack of congruence and correspondence between the three
essential factors in developing cities namely the intellectual, concrete, and physical
atmospheres and the national culture and identity. The comprehensive expansion
and development of the cities has caused considerable changes in the interactions
between people and the environment and their relationship due to the speed
variable existing in today’s modern life. Following the spread of the cities and the
growing demand for fast communication, high-speed transportations such as
subway were introduced in cities as a result of which the citizens were forced to
widely use new environments. Subway is one of the factors of the modern world in
Tehran and one of the crowded places which plays a significant role in the society’s
social, cultural, and economic changes. Using this place for a variety of social,
cultural and commercial advertisements attests to the significant role of the subway
stations in this regard.

Environmental graphic design is one of the main indices of visual identity in
cities which adds to cities’ beauty and shapes society’s visual taste and literacy. In
spite of its significance, the issues of culture, art, and national identity have rarely
attracted the designers’ attention either visually or conceptually. This may result in
citizens’ visual literacy being far apart from Iranian- Islamic visual identity.
Additionally, the lack of congruence and beauty in conjunction with the absence of
alignment between visual factors present in cities and local and national identity,
art, and culture have yielded in chaos and disorder. While congruence and beauty in
the cities’ landscape can have a direct effect on citizens’ spirit and subsequently on
all aspects of their life.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this study is to investigate the role of the environmental graphic
design as a powerful medium in shaping the visual identity of the cities and its effect
on local and national culture, art, and identity. To this aim the data were gathered
and analyzed from subway environmental graphic designs in Tehran including
some murals in metro stations.

METHODOLOGY

Seventy murals were analyzed quantitatively with respect to the extent they reflected
different dimensions of national identity as well as different components of its
cultural dimension. Qualitative and quantitative analysis of data were also
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Extended Abstract

Murals are a kind of environmental graphic designs which in addition to adding to the
environment’s beauty play a significant role in shaping the visual identity of the cities and
due to their structural features are widely used in subway stations. Metro environment is
one of the most crowded places in today’s modern life which has a substantial impact on
the society’s cultural and identity changes. The purpose of the present study was to
investigate the status and role of environmental graphics as a powerful medium in
fashioning and influencing the city’s visual identity as well as its role in the revival of
culture, art, and national and local identity. To this aim, 70 murals of Tehran subway
stations were selected and analyzed quantitatively with respect to different dimension of
national identity as well as different components of its cultural dimension. Finally, the
data were analyzed both qualitatively and quantitatively based on their content and
structure. The data related to theoretical part of the study were gathered through library
method and using the existing documents and information and the data associated with
the analytical part of the study were collected through field research and employing
observational tools.

Keywords: environmental graphic designs, Iranian- Islamic art, national identity, visual
identity of cities, subway murals
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NOVELTY

It is believed that, any efforts for understanding the Nowruz ritual would be started
first with its naturalistic settings as the leading point, and then by the subsequent
ones such as the historical, folklore and literacy. For this purpose, it was intended to
address the theoretical elements for these following important reasons; preserving
the Iranian historical and ideological relations on a continuum, acknowledging the
heritage customs reached to the current generation, reconstructing and updating it
according to our todays(] life in order to make it last for long time, knowing how to
restore it as the main Iranian ritual for thousand years, introducing the Iranian
intellectual’s perception to the other cultures and finally, according to James
Peacock (Lassiter, 2005, 83) transferring the invaluable cultural heritage of the
nations to the others for commensuration many different ideas flew in the
globalized and communicated international societies to reach to the mutual
understanding in a peaceful and friendship manner.
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then accompanying with the social customs from the preparing to ending
(Makouee, 1388) and also mentioning it as a sign of the praying, the creating and
the being the God’s rational explanation too. By the all ones could be studying on it,
so it seems that the original beginning of it does set in the naturalistic one and the
next two come in consequence. Aburihan Birooni did define the Nowruz in the Al-
Tathim as follows: “it is beginning the first day of Farvardin (the first Iranian month
of year) and that is why it does so called the new day because the year is start out by
it”. (Moein, 1387, 43) It is the Iranian annual holiday and national ceremony that
begins with the first day of spring long to finish in the 13" day as named as the day
of nature. On the trial time, many individuals, families, local and national
ceremonies do accompany by the Iranian for being happy, paying their last respect
to new recurrent naturalistic turning out and also being trust into the God for the
all created for the human. So it is not approved a nomination usually does for a
social and even the metaphysical one. Strictly speaking, it is not just a “convention”
or a “belief”; rather it is the naturalistic cascade to flow down the all life cycle with
the all consequent developments.

In addition, by introducing the beginning to end, it does bear the time schedule in
mind and recalling the time of agriculture and to do the other jobs and also laying
on the entertainment time and so on. It does demonstrate that it is socially
constructing as the ritual too. The ritual does consist of two sections: the raison
d’étre of holding the ceremony and how know to do it. The former is the
naturalistic embedded and for the socially manifestation needs to being accept as
the social convention too. Living in inner harmony of them holding the steady of it
even its transformation would be made in historical trajectory and by different
cultural contexts. It claims that the percept of it as the metaphysical phenomena
such as the sun as the fair just that raised in every day and the fire as the brightness
or the Nowruz is the time of praying, all are a kind of socially constructed. In this
regard, worth mentioning the life cycle and the nature would be appreciating of the
Creature of it.

CONCLUSION

The Nowruz ritual promotes the peace rather than war, destruction and misery by
encouraging for being happy and lively. The Nowruz ritual is the clear symbol of
being in accompany, cooperation and friendship; and of the sure sign of
reconciliation and disappearing any fierce in the social sphere. Living in inner
harmony with the nature would transform it into the social context for practicing
the tolerance and justice too. As the impersonal custom, not only it makes an
uninterrupted social practice, but also it could be extended across the cultures as the
common naturalistic sense.



PURPOSE

Firstly, the paper is aimed to show that the Nowruz ritual is rooted in the
naturalistic settings, by which it means that it is at harmony with the nature.
Secondly, it is attempted to demonstrate that, it has been set up a social
contextualization for living at peace and friendship by means of those settings.
Based on the two main purposes, it would be a tangible proof concerning its long
history from the ancient times till now and also in the future as demonstrated up
now. The last purpose of the paper is introducing the local potentialities across the
cultures for peaceful and cooperative interactions based on the communality carried
by the nature.

METHODOLOGY

Description- Analytical Method: By the method, it describes the Nowruz ritual as
they are. It is used to identify and obtain information on the naturalistic
characteristics of the Nowruz ritual; then it aims to understand the socially setting
of the Nowruz by analyzing and measuring on its social potentialities which it could
being produced a performance.

RESULT

Generally speaking, there are three versions of friendship as follows (Alavipour,
1388, 54): friendship as an individual inclination based on a mutual willingness for
meeting the needs of the parties, earning a profit and getting pleasure; friendship as
an inner disposition coming from the human natural feelings on the family to
innate orientation to the metaphysics, lastly accounting for as a situation.

The Nowruz ritual is more amplified by the latter in which, the human
acknowledges others as companions, having a good deed with respect to others,
having virtuous thought in the mind, feeling a great respect for each other, going to
meet the familiars, putting away the all unflavored matters happened in the last
year, respecting, protecting the individual liberty, razing the messaging-angel voice
(Soroush), the poems, the immortality (Anoushegi), calling for being challenged,
educating the rightness and the contents for having the healthy physical condition
for the human same as the living in the Haven.

Somehow, the Nowruz ritual is the best celebration of the friendship, and also the
best and long-lasting Iranian ritual that could be introduced as the God’s gift for the
other civilizations, cultures and the nations.

DISCUSSION

As a whole the humanistic phenomena could be examining from the three
approaches: the naturalistic, the social and the metaphysic/ethical ones. It could be
using the all ones for the Nowruz ritual as an ancient and long-lasting Iranian
ceremony. The Nowruz does come out as a naturalistic phenomenon foremost and
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INTRODUCTION

As an ancient and long-lasting Iranian festival, the Nowruz ritual begins in the first
day of every year lasting for 13 days during which many Iranian individuals, and
families accompany together to hold local and national ceremonies for being happy,
paying their last respect to the new recurrent naturalistic turning -out, and also
expressing their sense of gratitude to the God for the all created for the human.

In this way the main question of the paper is that how the naturalistic setting of
the Nowruz ritual would be set to construct the peace and friendship context in the
society? The naturalistic setting would be very valuable especially for the peace
issue, because the naturalistic issues require taking more measures on the
competition and aggression in the peace studies. Therefore, herein the following
hypothesis is put forth:

The eight naturalistic qualities of the Nowruz ritual such as the beginnings, the
end of time, the diversification for happy-go-lucky, the life legend, the living proof,
the echo-system of the nature, the harmony with the nature, putting on the value -
not price - of the nature, and the rhythmic tone of the time set a context for peace
construction and extolling the virtue of friendship in the society by denying the
violence and fear, encouraging the cooperation and justice and emancipation.

diversification

forhappy-go-
lucky

Figure 1. Naturalistic Settings of the Nowruz

Naturalistic Settings

of the Nurowz
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Extended Abstract

As an Iranian tradition, the Nowruz ritual constituted based on the natural order and
foundation. It may also be rooted in the social characteristics. Accordingly, it sets a
context for peace and friendship in-between the human and the nature, as well as
among the humans. The foundation is established according to the concepts such as the
beginnings, the end of time, the diversification for happy-go-lucky, the life legend, the
living proof, the echo-system of the nature, the harmony with the nature, focusing on
the value - not price - of the nature, and finally the rhythmic tone of the time. Not only
this foundation contributes in the social dimensions of human’s life in terms of peace
and friendship, but also it is a good ground explaining that why it has a long-life in the
Iranian culture during the historical trajectory. Thus, in the present study, it was
attempted to explore the Nowruz ritual from the outset of the Iranian life in order to
delve into a social solidarity and mental integrities made among them, and that could
be extended over the generations and among other non-Iranian people too, and also to
shed light on the mysterious long history concerning the Nowruz ritual in the past,
nowadays and the future.
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