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1. Mystical States of Consciousness
2. ineffability

3. noetic quality

4. transiency

5. passivity



Hilezs B 55 ) (S ooy QS 5 (F 2

395 053y o 20 SN (93] jgbas Ll .« maseds islsjl oo (o
b a2 e g ol 53 5 Sl paieds 5 ot (6ol 4 2 cnlply leT e
28 Jamie 0,500 4 Ol ol

ol s e & S S 03,0 5 AL Dl 5 e B esdle
e 03 2l 5 Sl e gl oo 5l Slulid iy 5 e s L VAAS-VAPY)
Sl S a2 s 3 Gl 5 Ol (S5 5 B a)ls A5 25 O nS 5 40 2
g\uilJ_p-j JAL_?T(\ Wl S5 Cin Gl (Sl 4 p9 a8 ol edide 4 s
S b el (Y 600050 0S5 o 5 0le o (Y g'((,_;&) S ‘Yua:b Sl
(s ol ) (O £ il 5 Ui 5 el 355 5 5,5 ol (F 452805
OV i) 0350 5 dbols (V 5 ¢l jaslis (7 ¢ A gl Hlacw >~

PS5 5 s ol 125 (VAP PV ) (Sehpn 5505 ]y gDy
s Cesle Spte sla Sps o, ol @ (2 52) 03 ol el
2 ing o3 Mt w3slad gt 2 e 1 (L e 01 5 L3
wio YL e el ol e o b i S AbE

D035 e 5 el bt T asen 2

1. unitary conciousness
2. the one

3.Void

4. Blessedness

5. Satori

6. irrationality

7. inexplacability

8. incommunicability
9. intuitive insight

10. authoritativeness
11. affirmation

12. sense of beyond

13. impersonaltone

14. feeling of exaltation

15. momentariness
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1. Caroline Frank Davis

2. interpretive experience
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1. quasi-sensory

2. revelatory

3. regeneration experience
4. numinous experience

5. mystical experience
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The basis of Arbaeen pilgrimage is the concept of the sacred for pilgrims.
Although the pilgrims are different in terms of religious experience, but in general,
the analysis showed that most of the pilgrims have spiritual and otherworldly
intentions such as the advent of Imam Al-Zaman, the exaltation of Islam and
Muslims, reunion with the martyrs, a happy ending and ... are considered more
than material and worldly intentions. One of the obvious spiritual aspects of this
research is the love for Imam Hussein (AS) and his intercession.

Another noteworthy point in this research is that for some Iranian pilgrims who
walk the route from Najaf to Karbala every year in Arbaeen, this route has become a
sacred place for them. The repetition of rituals every year strengthens the sense of
the presence of the sacred in this place.

The findings of the present study indicate that the emotional experience derived
from pilgrimage causes a general change in the existence of the pilgrim and creates
action. Involvement of more pilgrims in the act of pilgrimage has increased their level
of understanding and knowledge and has increased their enthusiasm and vivacity and
reduced their despair, as well as a special sense of belonging and connection with
other groups participating in this great global spiritual congress. It also increases the
connection and closeness with God Almighty and Imam Hussein (AS).

CONCLUSION

Arbaeen walking rituals with features such as being transnational, being historical,
being supra-religious, having different dimensions and forms, having special
functions and consequences; As an indisputable fact, due to its tremendous effects
in various personal, social, cultural and political fields, it has long had a high
position in Shiite culture and beliefs. Arbaeen walks create major functions such as
emotional relief, social solidarity, healing, peace of mind, and so on.

NOVELTY

In the sociology of Arbaeen walking, there is a vacancy for specific studies related to
youth, especially in in-depth qualitative studies, because previous research has been
done in general and specifically for young pilgrims participating in the Arbaeen
super event in Iraq. Therefore, the novelty of the present study is to understand the
meaning of the pilgrimage of young pilgrims on the Arbaeen walk, because in
addition to being a useful and effective step in understanding the phenomenon of
pilgrimage and pilgrimage of Iranian society and the status of youth religiosity, can
be in cultural policies Be used socially.



were semantically similar to each other are introduced as a concept. These concepts
represent the concept of one or more codes, and at the end, after extracting the
central concepts; a classification of concepts is presented. Table 1 lists the interviews

coded.
Table 1. General Results of Open, Axial and Selective Coding
Major pivotal category Axial category
travel The sanctity of the journey on foot, the physical body

Cognitive, doctrinal

Cultivation and purification of the soul and spirit, the sacred
matter, the Man-Making University, the intercession of Imam
Hussein (AS) on the Day of Judgment, the expansion of
devotion and renewal of the covenant with Sayyid al-Shuhada
(AS), paving the way for the emergence of Imam Zaman (AS),
religious education and Increasing Hosseini's consciousness,
reminiscing about the sad event of Karbala

Experimental, emotional

Feeling of connection and closeness with Imam Hussein (AS),
pleasing God, feeling of transformation and Bali style, self-
actualization, escape from everyday life

Arbacen lifestyle

Equality of human beings, contentment, respect for human
beings, sense of humanity, self-sacrifice, anti-oppression

Arbaceen identities

Collectivism and unity of the Muslim, cultural convergence
between Iranian and non-Iranian pilgrims, uniform black

DISCUSSION

The young pilgrims on the Arbaeen pilgrimage act with rationality and not based on
rational feelings, enduring the pains and hardships of this journey, seeking to solve
their insoluble and incurable problems, and fulfilling their worldly and

otherworldly desires from God and Imam Hussein make demands.

In the experience of pilgrimage, there is knowledge of God as the Almighty and
knowledge of the Imam as the mediator of God, which the pilgrim can describe and
a feeling of peace, humility and submission appears in him. Pilgrimage is
considered as a kind of recourse to the holy and transcendent matter in which the
pilgrim seeks his lost meaning and the pilgrimage puts an end to his bewilderment
and calms him. The results of this study make it clear that the experience of
pilgrimage for young pilgrims is a spiritual and mystical experience and is a sacred,

enlightening and healing thing.
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INTRODUCTION

Pilgrimage is considered as part of the culture of religions and religion is an
important motivation and stimulus for travel and every year millions of people
travel to religious holy places in different parts of the world for religious purposes.
According to the United Nations World Tourism Organization, the Asia-Pacific
region has the largest number of pilgrims and travelers for religious events, both for
international and domestic tourism. It is estimated that there are approximately 600
600 million national and international religious and spiritual trips in the world, 40%
of which take place in Europe and more than half of them in Asia. (World Tourism
Organization, 2011)

PURPOSE

Young people are one of the groups that researchers are interested in studying
different aspects of their lives and behaviors, especially their religious behaviors.
Considering the need for a correct understanding of the tendencies, habits and
interactions of the youth in the Arbaeen walk in Iraq and the lack of specific studies
related to the youth, especially in the in-depth qualitative studies in the field of
pilgrimage; Therefore, this study seeks to analyze the perceptions and lived
experiences of young pilgrims participating in the Arbaeen procession on the way
from Najaf to Karbala. In this regard, an attempt is made to answer the main
question of the research on what formulations of the pilgrimage experience exist
among the youth. To be answered.

METHODOLOGY

The study method of this research is a qualitative approach. The sampling method
for the present study is purposeful and available sampling and the theoretical
sampling method. In this study, sampling strategy with maximum diversity was
used and sampling of Iranian pilgrims with different age and sex spectra and
different economic and social bases continued until reaching theoretical saturation.
Accordingly, 35 young people were interviewed using purposive sampling. The data
collection technique in this study was a semi-structured interview. To analyze the
data, thematic or thematic analysis was used, which is one of the most common and
widely used methods of qualitative data analysis.

RESULT

At this stage, parts of the interview that are related to the topic are extracted and
coded. The purpose of coding is to extract the content and the main purpose is the
word. In the next section, the axial coding performed means that the codes that
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ABSTRACT

Pilgrimage is considered as part of the culture of religions and religion is an
important motivation and stimulus for travel and every year millions of people travel
to religious holy places in different parts of the world for religious purposes. In this
article, the study of the act of pilgrimage on the Arbaeen walk is considered from the
perspective of young people .Research methodology: The data of this qualitative
study were collected through semi-structured interviews and participatory
observation and the base theory method was used for data analysis. Theoretical and
purposive sampling method was interviewed with Y&young Iranian pilgrims (18-35)
on the Arbaein hike from Najaf to Karbala in November 2019. After analyzing the
qualitative data, five main themes were identified: 1) physical travel or travel; 2)
cognitive, belief; 3) empirical, emotional; 4) Arbaean lifestyle; 5) Arbaean identity.
Each has different sub-indices. The overall results of the study indicate that hiking is
an important factor in identifying and playing an essential role in the spiritual,
physical and spiritual well-being of a person. The results of this study also show the
superiority of spiritual intention and pilgrimage of pilgrims over material and
worldly civil intentions.
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NOVELTY

In this study, for the first time, the main stream of participation in the Arbaeen walk
was separated from the sub-streams and examined separately. Also, a new type of
participation was introduced that does not have a similar pattern in previous
studies. The limit of this study is confining data collection only interviews with
Iranian processors and servants.
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According this study, there are three types of helpfulness in collective participation
in Arbaeen Walk but in New meaning.

[ Based on emotional action

Crossing the border of helper and

helpreceiver Helpfulness to
. others

Self-initiated

Task Oriented

Interactive

0n an equal footing

Devotion helpfulness

) Mutual
helpfulness

QOriginality to the natives

Instant andsimple

Slight and incoherent share of
governance

|
|
|
|
[ Basedon anonymity
|
|
|

Combinedwith helpfulnessto
others

H Self helpfulness

Chart 2. Types of Participation

CONCLUSION

Collective participation in the Arbaeen Walk is the builder of a small community
with a different moral order that goes beyond different types of participation and
introduces a new type. In this new type, the ultimate goal of the individuals is not
outside of participation and in this respect is similar to self-helpfulness, but
collective participation also includes the intermediate goals outside the individuals.
In fact, in the cooperation formed in Arbaeen, we also see the goal of cooperation
outside the helper, and in this respect, it is similar to helpfulness to others, but not
in its usual sense because there is another purpose of cooperation that is not a
human being; Rather, it is a sacred being and a set of sacred ideas and beliefs that
have been formed around the historical event attributed to him. In addition,
profiteering and paying attention to the interests or feeling pity for the helper does
not play any role in it, but we face a kind of emotional action and acute and extreme
discouragement. Therefore, it is worthwhile to choose a new word to refer to the
fact that our chosen word is "devotion helpfulness". In fact, the phenomenon of
Arbaeen walk offers us new types of participation and helpfulness, in which the goal
of cooperation is outside the duality of “self and other”. This kind of helpfulness
becomes a platform for the three types of self-helpfulness, helpfulness to others and
Mutual helpfulness, due to being under devotion helpfulness, acquire new and
distinct meanings and characteristics.
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Helping Iranian Mukebs to each other

On an equal ; — - - - -
footing Formation of a joint Iraqi-Iranian Mukeb with equal and sometimes
unequal cost share
Putting Iraqis at the forefront of work (food distribution) in spite of
Based on more equipment and expertise, free transportation of mogqab
anonymity equipment, doing undefined work in secret, financial participation in
the form of tribe name and not individual
Originality to Reasonable acceptance of the decision of the natives despite being
the natives aware of the existence of losses, learning from the native culture

Instant and
simple

Division of nominal and floating responsibilities

Immediate help of mukeb servants, pilgrims and natives to each
other

Self-helpfulness

Combined with
helpfulness to
others

Serving to get closer to Imam Hussein while helping the pilgrim

Both the pilgrim receives services and the servant is added to
something

through
treatment

Macro

Median

Micro

through feeding
& housing

Macro

Micro

According to findings of this study, there is 10 areas for collective participation in
Arbaeen Walk.

HOllSlng
Treatment

Cultural I
Technical
Infra-
structure
Case
assistance
Path health

Chart 1. Areas of Participation

Areas of participation ]




Cultural

Micro One-on-one dialogue with Iraqis

Exporting the revolution by strengthening the
ideological dimension (marching, using images of
who defended the
exhibitions along the way)

Gifts to Iraqi children

Production symbols of Ashura even (cradle, statue,
etc.)

Production unifying or identity symbols (backpack

the martyrs shrine and

hanger, flag)
Quran recitation plans

Media Mukeb
Cultural Mukeb (Nahj al-balaghah)

Macro

Technical

Electrical and plumbing installations

Facilities

Mukeb (Atabat
Headquarters), financial aid

license Reconstruction

Infrastructure

Arbaeen headquarters (with the help of relevant

committees)

Table 2. Types of Participation

Helpfulness to others

Crossing the
border of helper
and help
receiver

Absence of distance between servant and pilgrim, servant and
pilgrim both on the same front, lack of dependence of servant
identity on the existence of pilgrim, each servant is a pilgrim himself
and vice versa

Establishment of a Mukeb with the aim of strengthening the role-
playing of the people

Based on
emotional
action

Romantic help, struggling to find a way for helping

Task Oriented

Leaving the defined responsibility to meet a more serious need,
participation in the service to feel a flaw in the host health care

Trying to identify the most important needs and concerns of the
pilgrim

Self-initiated

Spontaneous definition of activity: visiting water facilities, games for
children

Mutual helpfulness

Utilizing the capacity of the region and natives

Interactive - - -
Trying to adapt service to non-native culture
Possibility to work without the headquarters permit, inability to
provide proper infrastructure and facilities, inattention to synergy
with popular groups, content to visit instead of effective
Slight and communication, lack of adequate planning, often one-sided use of
incoherent Iranian medical facilities, one-month closure of Iraq
share of Incompatibility of the activity of the governing complex with the
governance activity space of Arbaeen, the condition of the headquarters facilities

for the processions, having a certain amount of output (output axis),
negative attitude towards the municipal processions, use of holy

places by organizational servants
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INTRODUCTION

Participation is such an important and far-reaching concept in the social sciences
that some theorists, such as Herbert Spencer, have called participation the essence
of social life. Some other contemporary writers have named the present as the age of
participation and the latest version for underdeveloped countries. In the meantime,
the study of religious participation or participation in phenomena related to
religion and with motivations derived from religion is very important for societies
such as Iranian society in which religion is an important and pivotal element and
plays a prominent role. One type of religious participation is participation in rituals,
and the Arbaeen procession is a good example for studying this issue.

PURPOSE

This article has been compiled to understand the collective participation in the
Arbaeen walk to answer two questions: 1) Who participates in the Arbaeen walk?;
2) What do they participate in?

METHODOLOGY

In this study, qualitative method and interview technique are used. Sampling is
done purposefully for interviews among Iranian servants and managers of different
Mukeb. A total of 17 semi-structured interviews are conducted with those who had
experiences beyond the mere pilgrimage. Also, content analysis method and ideal
typing were used for data analysis.

RESULT

A summary of the findings of this study can be seen in following tables.

Table 1. Areas of Participation

Housing Macro Mukeb

Median Overnight

Micro Resting place
Feeding Macro Daily food distribution

Micro Limited food distribution or snacks
Pilgrim guidance Lost guidance, placement in Mukeb, led convoy
Case assistance Massage, shoe wax, sewing, wheel repair and...
Path health Garbage collection (footprint of sweetheart)
Culture through treatment Serving the Iraqi population
Culture through feeding & housing Mukeb with servants from different nations
Treatment Macro Mukeb for treatment

Micro Mobile doctor (Tabib al-davaar)
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Abstract

Studying the types of participation in Ashura rituals in Shi’a’s societies has great
importance due to intense intermixture that has been established with collective
conscience of the followers of this religion. Meanwhile, the study of the Arbaeen
walking ritual, which has shown wonderful changes in recent years and become a
special and multifaceted socio-cultural phenomenon, has increased importance.
Therefore, this article has considered the description and analysis of areas and types
of collective participation in Arbaeen Walk phenomenon. 17 semi-structured
interviews are conducted with Iranian servants and Managers of different Mukeb as
the group with most level and scope of the conflict with this phenomenon in
comparing with other participants. Analyzing the content of the interviews by using a
combination of thematic analysis and ideal type making methods, after three coding
steps, led us to 10 themes in relation to the areas of participation and 12 themes in
relation to the type of participation. And finally, it was concluded that we are facing a
unique kind of participation in the Arbaeen Walking.

Keywords: Arbaeen Walk ,Ashura rituals, Collective participation, Typology
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Although receiving religious charitable services in the experience is usually a
"material good" that can be an example of religious experience in the individual,
participation in providing all kinds of religious charitable services, regardless of
whether it is material or immaterial, is a similar ground for understanding deep
states of experience. As a result, both in the process of giving and receiving religious
charity, a religious meaning is felt and deeply experienced, and even a religious
experience can take shape. The results of this study in confirming the possibility of
defining religious charity work as one of the fields of religious experience in
Arbaeen walk, can also confirm the possibility of defining this special type of
religious experience in other situations of religious experience.

NOVELTY

This study redefines the concept of religious experience and adds a new type to the
predefined types of this dimension of religiosity. This new type of religious
experience is particularly prominent among Shiites; Religious experience by being
involved in religious charity work.



identified as characteristics and interpretations of this particular experience:
“healing”, “light in the body and soul of the pilgrim”, “the relationship of body cells
with the sacrificial food” are three of the most important categories extracted from
interviews Describes the experience of receiving religious charitable services on the

Arbaeen Walk.

Among the interpretations of the research interviews, almost all of the pilgrims'
experience of receiving Arbaeen religious charitable services relates to their use of
votive food. This section of the findings shows that if the experience of being
associated with a religious charity can have the meaning of a religious experience,
that religious experience can occur through the association with material charity.

On the other hand, the experience of the participants in providing religious
charitable services is described by the following definitions: “day care for the whole
year”,  “financial compensation”,  “spiritual = compensation”,  “hereafter
compensation”, “feeling of being in heaven”, “feeling of stepping on the path of
serving Ashura”, “sense of happiness” and “the sense of being chosen” have been the
most important features in describing this experience in providing religious
charitable services to pilgrims.

The findings showed that unlike the experience of receiving religious charitable
services, the religious experience from providing these services, whether with or
without material services such as sacrificial food, can also be provided during the
provision of other services, including medical services or cultural services. It is an
experience.

By adapting these described features of providing and receiving religious
charitable services on the Arbaeen Walk, it has been observed that the main features
of religious experience are “ineffability”, “noetic quality”, “transiency” and
“passivity” and Even the fifth characteristic, a kind of “inner personal test”, are
compliant to the description of the experiences perceived by Servants and recipients
of religious charities in Arbaeen Pilgrimage.

CONCLUSION

The findings showed that pilgrimage in the context of the Arbaeen pilgrimage ritual, as
an important context for the expression of religious experience, adds another context
emergence to this multiple religious experience, and that is giving and receiving
religious charity. The experience of participating in religious charitable services, as well
as the use of these services, can be the basis for a deep experience of connection with the
sacred. In addition to the meaning of "voluntary action” and "religious participation”,
being present in a religious benevolent act has a special meaning for the participant, and
perceiving the religious experience.
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INTRODUCTION

Religious experience can occur in various religious practices, rituals, and behaviors.
The peak of these effects can be seen in individual and collective worship, prayer,
and especially in pilgrimage to sacred places. But the basis of this study is to try to
answer a new question that will lead to a complementary conceptualization of the
components and examples of religious experience. That fundamental question is,
"Can religious experience be practiced only through individual and collective
religious rites, prayer and pilgrimage?" Participation in religious charitable work,
while a benevolent act of giving benefit to the "other" without the expectation of
"myself" benefit, can also have a religious meaning. If so, it is a religious act. But the
problem is that not every religious act can be the subject of religious experience;
Therefore, the main question of this article is that: “Can the experience of
participating in religious charity also be an example of religious experience?”

PURPOSE

Based on the presented problem, the purpose of this study is to study the possibility
of redefining the indicators of religious experience and its development based on
the religiosity of Muslims, especially Shiites. In fact, the main purpose of this
research is to achieve the possibility of developing a concept and helping to develop
theoretical knowledge by redefining the meaning of religious experience.

METHODOLOGY

The method of this research is based on qualitative research method. To do this, a
combination of ethnographic and phenomenological methods has been used. Semi-
structured in-depth interview techniques, collaborative observation with
photographs, videos and field notes were used to gather information. Interviews
were conducted with three groups: 1) Iranian pilgrims; 2) Iranian Mukeb members;
and 3) Iraqi Mukeb members. The information obtained from the field observations
was also recorded with field notes, recording the researcher's voice explaining his
observations, photos and videos. The research data in this study was collected on
the way from Najaf to Karbala, which is mostly used by Iranian pilgrims for walking
to Krarbala. Qualitative coding and content analysis were used to analyze the data.
Accordingly, after coding and categorizing the data obtained from interviews and
field observations, the degree of compatibility of different concepts and types of
religious charity with examples of religious experience has been investigated.

RESULT

In terms of the experience of religious charitable services and activities, both sides of
the action, the donor and the recipient of the religious charity, are important.
Therefore, the research findings are interpreted and presented from two
perspectives. In terms of customer experience, several main categories have been
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ABSTRACT

The largest religious community of Muslims is formed every year on the occasion of the
40th Day of Ashura by walking to Karbala and during the Arbaeen procession. This
pilgrimage walk, while being a wonderful manifestation of religious experience, is a
diverse field of Charity services to pilgrims, as well as a clear example of "religious
charity”. Religious experience is usually formed during religious practices and rituals,
including during pilgrimage. But this study begins specifically with the important
question of whether the experience of participation and involvement in religious charity
can have the characteristics of a religious experience? To answer this question, the
qualitative research method has been used using interview and participatory
observation techniques by recording data such as photos, videos and field notes. Iranian
pilgrims as well as processions, procession holders and members of Iranian and Iraqi
processions were the observation unit and the population studied in this study. The
findings showed that the experience of participating in religious charitable services, as
well as the use of these services in the Arbaeen walk, can be a ground for the emergence
and characteristics of religious experience. By extending the results to other situations
of religious practice in which religious Charity deeds are possible, it has been argued
that the possibility of defining religious charity as one of the contexts of religious
experience in the Arbaeen walk can be a positive answer to the possibility of this kind of
definition of Religious experience should be in all situations of religious experience - in
addition to pilgrimage and Arbaeen.

Keywords: pilgrimage, Arbaeen walk, religious Charity, religious experience
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NOVELTY

The policy of recent years in the increasing development of mourning rituals
through the religious policies of the Islamic Republic especially for Arbaeen, on the
one hand, will bring traditional Shiism to its end as soon as possible, and on the
other hand, will cause premature birth of embryonic forms. The issue of march of
the pilgrims for Arbaeen has accelerated this development. The Arbaeen March,
which has transformed a local Iraqi tradition to transnational tradition among
Shiites, has now become a recurring theme for various Shiite groups, from States
and Leaders to the common people.
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INTRODUCTION

In Shiite studies, the issue of history, culture and belief systems of this religion is
generally emphasized. For this reason, the developments of this religion have been
considered with the focus on the history and beliefs, and less attention has been
paid to the issue of Shiite geography and the issue of geographical access and
prohibitions in the history of this religion. For this reason, there is a limited
understanding of the agency of geography in this religion. This position is very
important in the issue of pilgrimage, which requires geographical relocation to
access to the holy shrines.

PURPOSE

In this article, I seek to understand the impact of changes in political geography and
the removal of prohibitions and restrictions on access to Shiite holy land in the
post-Saddam period. What was the consequence of the religious practices and
beliefs of these believers when the pilgrimage to Shiite holy places became a
pervasive and accessible matter for Shiite communities, especially in Iran?

METHODOLOGY

For the purpose of this article, on the one hand, the field work among the religious
communities and pilgrims, and the study of existing documents and reports on the
other hand, have been emphasized. Finally I have tried to analyze and study this
issue in the context of Shiite historical culture. As a result, data are analyzed
simultaneously between micro and macro levels.

RESULT

The increasing expansion of the possibility of pilgrimage to Karbala for the Shiites
of the world and the special emphasis on the Arbaeen pilgrimage ritual has created a
new situation, a situation that is, to some extent, unprecedented in the history of
this religious community. The issue of historical deprivation and lack of necessary
facilities of travelling for the pilgrimage to Karbala had made it a special and rare
phenomenon for some people, and in practice the success of the pilgrimage was an
exception. Nowadays Arbaeen pilgrimage become as a central geographical
transportation of Shiite people.

CONCLUSION

Recent developments have made the Karbala pilgrimage very pervasive. The
developments that result from the fall of Saddam's regime and the possibilities of
new communication and transportation technologies for the Shiites of the world to
have made mass possibilities for access to the Karbala shrine. The Islamic Republic
has a catalytic and accelerating role in post-Saddam era.



Journal of Iranian Cultural Research, 13(2), 67-86, Summer 2020

' Rahmani, J. (2020). Post-Saddam Shiism and the end of the holy geography regret syndrome in
((\.:’ Shiism. Journal of Iranian Cultural Research, 13(2), 67-86. doi: 10.22035/jicr.2020.2597.3018

d | http://dx.doi.org/10.22035/jicr.2020.2597.3018 URL: http://www jicr.ir/article_424.html

2008-1847 / © The Authors. This is an open access article under the CC BY 4.0 license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0).

Post-Saddam Shiism and the End of the Holy Geography
Regret Syndrome in Shiism

Jabbar Rahmani'
Received: Jan.15,2020;  Accepted: Apr. 28, 2020

ABSTRACT

Religious systems spread across geographical contexts and thus form their own
historical and geographical formations. The existing understanding and analysis of
Shiite formulation is mainly concentrated on its time and historical developments. In
this article, I have tried to deal with geographical aspect of Shiite identity formation
by emphasizing the recent developments, especially the fall of Saddam and the
liberation of pilgrimage of Karbala and other Shiite holy cities in Iraq for believers, in
relation to the geography of the Holy Land in Shiite culture. Historical data show that
Shiism has always regretted for the pilgrimage to its holy land, Karbala, and this has
symbolically become a fundamental part of the identity and faith of Shiites around
the world. The most important consequence of free access to the holy shrines has
caused the fundamental change of this formulation of the centrality of the Holy Land
and the end of this historical syndrome of regretting for the Holy Land and the desire
for pilgrimage.
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CONCLUSION

It seems that appropriate news policy should be adopted in the country, far from
extremism and extravagance, in order to mediate the national religious rites,
especially Arbaeen Hosseini, which is not only focused on the format of the news
and in different genres, spontaneous dimensions. And the people and the
consequences of this community and the unity of Shiites and Sunnis, the empathy
of the two neighboring governments of Iran and Iraq will be narrated under this
multi-million ceremony. In addition, the above-mentioned appropriate policy
should be made in order to provide news, documents and case reports, especially by
involving citizen journalists and using the content produced by pilgrim users.

NOVELTY

One of the novel and new angles that has been considered in this article is the
research view of rituals as a means of producing meaning in line with the ideology
of media owners and consolidating and maintaining relations of hidden and
unknown power by using, distorting or deleting words and the images in the
selection and editing of the "news". Thematic analysis of media representation and
semantics of a media agent (BBC) regarding a religious rite with the aim of
clarifying media policy interventions in guiding public opinion is another new
aspect of this research.
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conceptualization of rituals based on language directly and indirectly continues by
using, distorting or deleting words and images in order to strengthen and maintain
the relations of hidden and unknown power in the selection and compilation of
various media genres, including "news".

According to Hall, at that time, the knowledge of the Arbaeen religion was thus
constructed and repeated. Through the analysis of news texts, the efforts and
performance of the BBC Persian in terms of involving the audience with the policies
and guidelines of this news agency, not only was not neutral and impartial
according to the claims of this news agency, but it is completely in line with the
theory of voluntary representation. Hall is based on the voluntary reflection of
reality. The intentional representation of the BBC Persian is understandable in the
form of a continuum. A sequence that takes the audience step by step from the
historical and documentary description of this event to the explanation of its totality
in the form of the political movement of the Iranian government and the political
use of this religion by the government. Also, the results of the present study on how
to use news texts and the introduction of Arbaeen show that despite the harmony of
these rituals with the characteristics of the ritual from Rothenbuhler's point of view
(containing rich, voluntary and collective communication, being irrational and
non-entertaining) The Arbaeen ceremony has been carried out by the BBC as a
whole as a political-ideological movement, which shows the obvious concern of this
part of the news about the widespread presence of Iranians and, consequently, the
possibility of showing regional and global power to the Iranian government. This
means that in the representation of Arbaeen, especially with the axis of "severe
insecurity”, Islamic rituals and rituals are described in relation to military and
security threats and challenges for the region and the West. In addition, the analysis
of news texts indicates that a positive narrative of the relationship between the
actors present at the event has not been presented. Drawing an erratic, evil and
belligerent face of the participants of the Arbaeen rituals as activists who do not
agree with each other, using the name of the map, the flag and the people of Iran,
gives an unpleasant and unpleasant image of this ritual, if The popular,
participatory, voluntary dimensions of this ritual as well as its advantages such as
holding with the self-management of the people, human unity and solidarity, Shia
and Sunni unity and empathy of the Iranian and Iraqi governments in the
implementation of this multimillion-dollar event have been neglected or sometimes
protested. The negative conception of this religious event is not generally unrelated
to the current of Shia phobia in the Western media and especially a new
manifestation of Iranophobia.



interpretations of a religious ritual with respect to its dominant communication
aspects. It can be designed and expanded: How has the general meaning of the BBC
Persian news agency of the Arbaeen ritual been done for the audience? What is the
narrative of this relationship between different host and guest actors (especially
Iranians) in this ritual? And finally, what does this semantics have to do with the
characteristics of religion from Rothenbuhler's point of view?

METHODOLOGY

The present study has an "exploratory" nature with the aim of discovering and
describing a media outlet of the Arbaeen Hosseini march. In such a research with an
interpretive approach, the most important goal of social research is to clarify how
human beings establish their "social truth” (Sterberg, 2005, 16). This paper has been
done by thematic analysis method. Content analysis is one of the basic methods of
qualitative analysis based on repetitive (rotational) logic. In this method, an attempt
is made to achieve categories that answer the research questions based on the ideas,
thoughts and repetitive experiences that appear in the text and social field under
study. In this research, the dominant axes in the news of the BBC Persian website
regarding the mentioned subject are analyzed. Content analysis is a way to "identify,
analyze, and articulate patterns” (themes) within data. This method at least
"organizes" the data itself and "describes" its details. But this method can "interpret
and explain” beyond these different dimensions of the research subject (Brown and
Clark, 2006, 76). To understand the content, the researcher first needs to get to the
point of what to look for in the data. At the end of the file, a short description is
written for each topic. The text is then revisited to identify "topics" that the
researcher may not have noticed, and to "read" the descriptions of the topics. The
last section "explains” the main themes that emerge from the analysis. This
explanation comes with selected "quotes" to help better understand the reason for
the "content". (Abedi et al., 2011).

RESULT AND DISSCUSSION

The findings of the present study show the media representation and meaning of
the BBC news agency of the religious event of the Arbaeen March in the form of 7
axes (comprehensive theme) including Documentary narration, divisiveness, fear of
the Shiites, crisis of disorder and incompetence of the Iranian and Iraqi
governments, downsizing of the Arbaeen, analysis of the eight-year Irag-Iran war,
insecurity of Isel imposed insecurity and the political maneuver of the Iranian
regime have taken place.

As stated in theoretical discussions, rituals are defined as behaviors that are
made by cultures in a society and affect it, and therefore include values and patterns.
Thus, rituals also serve as a platform for communication and production of
meaning in the ideology of media owners. Therefore, illustration and
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INTRODUCTION

One of the most important forms of the media functions, both traditional and
modern, is their positive and negative impact on the production, distribution and
exercise of political power, mostly shaped by the information- feeding practice to
the public opinion. For this reason, the role of mass media in reflecting external
realities or presenting formulations of reality from which interpretations in the
fields of politics, culture, nature, etc. are crystallized has long been considered by
researchers in the fields of social sciences and communications. But the rapid and
increasing developments in the field of communication and information, especially
the emergence of the Internet which has extraordinary and unprecedented
capacities and facilities to meet the news needs of users, compared to traditional
news sources, creating a different platform for the performance and impact of the
media has created a new wave of media competition in the world media ecosystem
and given new life to media research. This ability is due to features such as
interactivity, synchronous communication, pervasiveness and decentralization of
the Internet in general, and the emergence of reputable news sites in particular,
which distinguishes it from traditional mass media such as the press, radio and
television and enable the process of guiding and controlling public opinion by
presenting and developing alternative narratives of events. As in the last decade,
prominent international news networks such as "B. B. C” ,“N.B.C ", ”VOA " and the
like, along with radio and television stations, have become the source of rival
discourses in the Middle East and Iran in particular by establishing news websites
while expanding the range of choice, developing the knowledge and awareness of
the audience. Also, the conceptualization and semantics of the events in this region,
especially from the BBC Persian channel to issues related to Iran, in the struggle of
political and social developments have caused the prevalence of using the media
narratives of the mentioned source and the interpretations derived from it not only
among the general audience, but sometimes also among the Iranian news and
media community. Another important issue is religion and "media semantics" and
its relationship with national-religious rituals reflected in the media. On the one
hand, the ritual approach to the subject of communication in its various forms,
including news, is very important, and on the other hand; It is said that religion and
communication are two concepts that are related and close to each other and have
many commonalities, so it can be expressed that "religion is a kind of
communication" and communication is a kind of religion. (Mir Abedini, 2009, 29)

PURPOSE

According to important news and ritual approach and the need to identify the
structure and manner of news information in the world's leading media, including
the BBC Persian website, the purpose of this article is to understand the
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ABSTRACT

National-religious events attract media attention but different media views events
differently in ideological frameworks which facilitate the failure or success of public
diplomacy efforts all around the world. In this regard, Persian-language foreign
media, including the BBC Persian, is among the sources of meaning and
conceptualization of national-religious events such as Chaharshanbehsuri for
audiences inside Iran. In recent years, one of the most important events happening
yearly with a large crowd of people is the Arbaeen Hosseini procession. According to
Rodenbiihler's approach to the concept of ritual, Arbaeen ritual is performed
voluntarily, non-instrumental and seriously. This paper, considering the history and
the extent of the BBC in professional news activity, analyzes the way of Arbaeen event
representation on the BBC website using thematic analysis method. The findings
indicate that the Arbaeen pilgrims' walking ritual has been strongly represented as a
political and ideological movement under the seven main themes (documentary
narration, separatism and Shia, crisis of disorder and inability of Iran and Iraq’s
governments, Arbaeen downsizing, analysis of the eight-year Iraq-Iran war, allegedly
imposed insecurity by Isil and the political Maneuver of the Iranian government).
The representation of the relations between the actors in this ritual ceremony not
only has nothing to do with Rothenbuhler’s view but also shows the negative image
making of this religious event as a continuation of the Shia phobia in the western
media and especially as a new manifestation of Iranophobia.
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DISCUSSION

The privileged signifiers and the floating signifiers of these 6 different discourses are
described by citing evidence from the texts, and it is shown how each discourse,
using a distinct genre, narrates the Arbaeen event differently from the other
discourses. These have formed a range of different representations (from pilgrimage
to travel) in relation to the Arbaeen event, which in referring to power constellation,
show political, religious, national and regional differences of Iranian’s socio-
political tastes today. The changing position of 6 different discourses in 5 years
period since 1392 to 1396 has shown in Figure 1.

Ty, changing position of discourses from1392 to 1396 g Dilgrimage
@sflles phenomenon
2 X\X / e moOVement
/ \ @ )(mm march
10 e Walk

@ travel

1392 1393 1394 1395 1396

Figure 1. Changing Position of Different Discourses

CONCLUSION

This comprehensive description of Arbaeen pilgrimage representations in the
Iranian mass media between 1392 and 1396 has provided the possibility of
understanding Arbaeen as a social phenomenon specially, and a basis for
understanding and talking about the diversity of today's Iranian society generally.

NOVELTY

Findings of this exploratory research helps focus on cultural changes of post-
revolutionary Iran's society and determine its diversity contexts which in the field of
discourses, of course not with equal power, is going on.
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INTRODUCTION

In recent years Arbaeen pilgrimage in Iran has many practitioners and visitors.
Most of the pilgrims walk from Najaf to Karbala and annually in a few days millions
of people gathering in all routes to Karbala. So Arbaeen pilgrimage becomes one of
the main aspects of Shiite identity and Iranian religiosity actions.

PURPOSE

Relying on a case study of discourses and representations of Arbaeen pilgrimage
that in Iranian mass media has published, we try to understand Arbaeen pilgrimage
as a social phenomenon and explore diversity and differences of Iran's society today.

METHODOLOGY

Applying approach of Laclau and Mouffe's discourse theory to analyze the
relationship between media representations of the Arbaeen pilgrimage and the
context that made these representations possible, codifying the texts done. In the
process of investigating written texts published on paper or digital mass media (8
Newspapers, 4 News Agencies and 6 News Sites) at intervals of twenty days during
each year in a 5 years period since 1392 to 1396 in Iran, 1800 day-record observed and
finally 290 texts identified that representing Arbaeen pilgrimage. Numbers of texts
representing Arbaeen pilgrimage in 6 different discourses have shown in table 1.

Table 1. Numbers of Texts Representing Arbaeen Pilgrimage in 6 Different Discourses

Name of Discourse Number of Texts
pilgrimage 10

phenomenon 48

movement 46

march 101

walk 67

travel 18

Total number of texts 290

RESULT

Concentrating on representations and discourses of Arbaeen pilgrimage that
signifying this Iranian religious Practice in that 5 years period, 6 different discourses
have found that representing power constellation of Arbaeen pilgrimage
phenomenon. Central signifiers of these 6 different discourses respectively are:
"pilgrim the Shrine of Imam Husain", "establishing the religious Civilization",
"Ashura Movement", "Peace March", "Love Walk", and "travel to Karbala".
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ABSTRACT

In recent years Arbaeen pilgrimage in Iran has many practitioners and visitors, so it
becomes one of the main aspects of Shiite identity and Iranian religiosity actions.
Relying on a case study of discourses and representations of Arbaeen pilgrimage, we
try to understand Arbaeen pilgrimage as a social phenomenon and explore diversity
and differences of Iran's society today. Concentrating on representations and
discourses of Arbaeen pilgrimage that signifying this Practice, by addressing written
texts published on paper or digital mass media (Newspapers, News Agencies and
News Sites) in a 5 years period since 1392 to 1396 in Iran, diversity of representations
have shown. Applying theoretical and methodological approach of Laclau and
Mouffe's discourse analysis in the process of investigating 1800 day-record published
on that 5 years period, 6 different discourses have found that representing power
constellation of Arbaeen pilgrimage phenomenon. Findings of this exploratory
research helps focus on cultural changes of post-revolutionary Iran's society and
determine its diversity contexts.
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