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1. McNamara and Prideaux
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1. Junek, Binney and Winn
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1. Fend and Wilson
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attract with “celebrities” on them. (With a pessimistic approach, one can say they
are consumed by those celebrities too, since their youth and energy are vital to the
very existence and continuity of celebrity brand and business). Moreover, we didn’t
stop as describing what exists in the field; we proceeded to provide a model for
educating and empowering teenage girls in using social media to their own benefits.
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community may ask people to introduce others who are of the relevant in the same
community or others. Anyway, we could find 8 people and obtained their consent
for participating in our study.

FINDINGS

As mentioned, we developed a Delphi task force consisted of 8 experts from
communications and media literacy fields and had done record researching and
teaching in their fields. With their assistance, we were able to produce 133
important items. Participants enumerated important factors one should have in
mind while designing a model for media literacy education to teenage girls in Iran.
We categorized items with five central themes and after accomplishing a survey
through close-ended questions, we built the desired model based on those five axes.

CONCLUSION

It would not be wrong to say that we are living in a complicated world where
previous personal and public ethics on media usage are almost obsolete. That
necessitates the implementation of more complicated and time-tuned policies.
Based on a field work among experts, we organized the desired model of media
literacy for teenage girls around 5 axes:

1) Cognitive dimension: This is broken into two sub-dimensions: ability to
classify, ability to be able to evaluate the content on the Instagram.

2) Technological dimension: For this, two sub-dimensions were recognized:
utilizing software and utilizing hardware, with both being identified interconnected
and important. Lack of knowledge on how hardware works can have effects on how
software is used.

3) Educational dimension: This has four sub-dimensions: Avoiding ideology in
education, teaching analysis of the content structure, teaching actorship, and doing
media research.

4) Research dimension: This includes two sub-dimensions: Media studies and
audience studies. Some of our participants insisted that it is better if we call the
latter user studies given the immense changes the so-called web 2.0 technologies
have made in the way the -former- audiences interact with each other and with the
technology itself.

5) Policy dimension: This is consisted of three sub-dimensions: Positive
strategies, legal strategies, and long-term strategies.

NOVELTY

As can be seen, we have implemented innovations in our project. First, there are
only a handful of field studies on how teenage girls in Iran use social media and
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INTRODUCTION

Rapid and stunning developments in new communications and information
technologies have affected many aspects of cultural life. In other words, it won’t be
an exaggeration to say that the modern world is now being controlled by the media.
Ubiquitous presence on social media sites will leave enduring effects on minds and
beliefs of users and one of these effects which is currently on the rise have been
pinpointing the so-called “celebritism” on the Instagram. Researchers have shown
that among different demographics, Instagram has been most influential among the
teenagers.

PURPOSE

The authors believe that there is a substantial lack of proper research on the subject
of teenagers’ use of social media and the extent to which they are fond of celebrities.
Presence on social media sites and enjoying it necessitates a skill called media
literacy. Most researchers believe that the best time to found skills of thinking and
media literacy is during primary education. Hence, paying attention to develop a
model which is not abstract but based on the field data is very important in Iran.
The objective of this research is to develop such model and provide useful details as
to how to cope with such a trend among teenagers by implementing such models.

METHODOLOGY

This is an explorative study, in which, the Delphi method is employed. Moreover,
this is also an applied research since data were gathered both through survey and
library studies. Opinions were taken through a questionnaire to experts who had
studied teenage girls’ usage of social media; that enabled researchers extract desired
indices for teaching media literacy among Instagram-addicted teenage girls. Then,
another questionnaire was designed and distributed among the Delphi task force to
get their reaction.

The study population included experts and professors in the fields of
communications and media literacy, especially those who had done work on
teenage girls. There are two criteria to choose participants for the qualitative survey:
First, relevance between their academic experience and the topic of the research
they dealt with. Second, existence of what is called “good knowledge” for which the
participant is known for his/her personal quality. Hence, a snowball sampling
method was used to select experts. Snowball sampling is a technique in which
participants are included in the research project to help researchers in finding other
potential participants. Taking advantage of currently enrolled participants to find
more research subjects, researchers were tasked with gradually completing both
sampling and surveying. In order to minimize the risk, it is better to go over the
preferred choice. For example, a researcher who studies patterns of media use in a
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ABSTRACT

The world is experiencing a change at a rapid space with ever-increasing innovation
and development in information and communications technologies. In fact, the
modern world is controlled by the media, and many human relationships are driven
by new technologies, especially social media which is growing and spreading at
lightning speed. This type of media, including Instagram has incurring more negative
impact on children and adolescents. Therefore, it is important to pay more attention
to media literacy, which is considered in this research. It should be noted that media
literacy does not occur spontaneously but is possible through an appropriate
educational system. As such, there is a need to present a coherent and purposeful
model in the media space surrounded by all kinds of celebrities and all kinds of
content on the Instagram. This research method is qualitative-exploratory in nature.
With the help of experts, the researchers intend to provide a media literacy model for
teenage girls addicted to the Instagram. The Delphi method was used while the study
population was selected from experts and professors in the field of communication
and media literacy. Finally, the desired model of media literacy was organized around
five areas of cognitive, technological, educational, research and policy making.
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NOVELTY

Based on research findings, which indicate a strong relationship between dialogue
and communication through social networks and social trust among individuals,
the same could have a significant impact on the promotion social capital, as well.
Considering social capital in the context of social networks from a macro
perspective, one discovers that the previously one-way and unilateral interaction
and dialogue in communities has now turned into a form of dialogue thanks to
social networks. With their ever-increasing presence on social network platforms,
communities are constantly striving to increase the level of their social capital in
order to reap its enormous benefits in their plans and goals.
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based on a frequency table, which described the most effective indicators of social
capital and networks. The fourth stage was the presentation of the results of
structural modeling, which was based on the components of social capital and
networks, and the extent of the relationship between their components and the
relevant field as recognized by the experts.

FINDINGS

Communication is the foundation of social capital and hence, its major concepts
such as social participation and social trust cannot be presented and discussed
without taking into account the means of communication. Communication tools
can be presented in a variety of forms using technologies that have been prevalent
from ancient to the present time. For instance, publications and newspapers were
once widely accepted forms of media. At another time, radio and television were
universally recognized, and now social networks are a new medium, the
pervasiveness of which is also increasing. It must not be forgotten that some of the
most important functions of social networks are dialogue and communication,
meaning they are always known as a platform for interaction. This study concludes
that, despite their drawbacks, social networks can help spread and promote social
capital and its dimensions.

CONCLUSION

With ever-growing information technology, social networks too have grown very
popular, with people interacting with one another by joining various virtual groups.
In other words, individuals feel a sense of intellectual solidarity with these groups, a
reason that boost the growth of these networks. Unlike previous media, the creation
and publication of contents in these networks do not require complex
communication tools rather done with ease and less knowledge, and almost all
network users can create and publish content in the virtual space.

There is a wide range of public participation in cyberspace or Internet-based
social media networks. Users strive to achieve their goals in various ways, from
environmental campaigns to political organizations, through effective interpersonal
interactions and dialogue. As such, users have the ability to gather and express their
political and social opinions using networking sites.

Since social networks facilitate human and social interactions, as well as
interpersonal relationships, dialogue and criticism are believed to be some of the
most important pillars of those interactions, particularly in terms of effective
interpersonal communication. Using this platform, people generally interact with
those they are familiar with or who share similar interests. These interactions can
also have an impact on people's real-life relationships, either strengthening or
weakening them.
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INTRODUCTION

The term ‘social capital’ is used by researchers to describe cultural, social, economic,
and political subjects. The capital here includes a variety of aspects including, social
trust, social solidarity, social participation, and social norms. Likewise, social
networks are one of the most important and effective tools in cyberspace, which are
available in a wide array today. However, the function and services of these
networks are rapidly changing with an ever-increasing daily needs and services of
individuals.

Studies conducted by Sajjadi et al. (2015), Mokhtari and Shekar Beige (2013),
Riahi et al. (2015), showed that a large percentage of the Iranian population, today,
is a member of one or other social networks. It must be noted that the most
important tools in social networks for interactions are dialogue and criticism. In
other words, people in social networks typically interact with those they are either
familiar with or share similar interests. Such interactions can also have an impact on
people's real relationships, either strengthening or weakening them.

PURPOSE
The primary aim of the current research is to:

1) Provide a model for the use of social networks in promoting social capital.
The secondary purpose of the research is aimed at:

1) Understanding social network dimensions, components, and indicators;

2) Identifying and defining components of social networks in order to promote
social capital;

3) Identifying and determining relationships among indicators and their extent
as a model;

METHODOLOGY

The study employs a combined research method. It is an applied research in terms
of purpose since it seeks to provide a model for promoting social capital through
social networks by identifying their patterns. A combined method was used for
collecting and analyzing the data whereas quantitative and qualitative techniques
were applied for investigating various dimensions of the research.

During the course of study, books, articles, reports, and related materials were
first taken into account. In the second stage, the most important and effective
components and indicators of social capital were identified and obtained through a
theme analysis, thanks to the interviews with experts in the fields of social capital
and media. The third stage included a descriptive analysis of research indicators
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ABSTRACT

Today, social capital has attracted the attention of many political, cultural, social, and
economic intellectuals since its promotion leads to the elevation of various
developmental indicators in societies. Like other social doctrines, as should be
pointed, the promotion of social capital, too, requires proper infrastructure and
conditions where interactions and communications are made among individuals. In
other words, since social capital is mainly based on communications, it will become
meaningless once communications are lacking among people. That’s the reason,
social networks, these days, as an all-encompassing medium, play a key role in
providing an appropriate condition for developing effective interpersonal
communications. The current study, as such, intends to address the main question:
How can social networks promote social capital? To respond to this, first, different
aspects of social capital and social networks are examined in order to provide a
model. The study employs an integrated method and using a theme analysis of data
obtained from various interviews with experts, the most important aspects of social
capital and social networks are identified, and finally, using structural modeling and
the MICMAC analysis, a model is presented. Based on the results, it is concluded that
through conversations as well as news and information obtained on social networks,
the greatest impact can be made on social trust and social norms to promote social
capital.

Keywords: social networking, social capital, media, social trust, social norms
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NOVELTY

Most studies in the subject area have focused on the first meaning of the digital divide
which includes the gap between those who have access to the Internet and those who
do not. But the second meaning of the digital divide: the gap in application content,
the differences in skills and information literacy of digital technology users among
different classes of society, which are interpreted as social inequalities intelligent, is a
less studied sociological topic on which this article explored. Most of the previous
studies have been to describe intelligent digital inequalities, but have ignored
important factors such as the cultural capital in which they have been influential,
which this article addresses. As the finding demonstrates that “intelligent digital
inequality” reflects the diversity and distinction in the structure of access, skills and
use of communications technology; also, the product of long-standing social
inequalities is cultural beliefs and expectations and capital. In addition, this study will
enhance the existing theoretical literature in the field of digital divide sociology which

has received less attention from social scientists in Iran.



used to assess the reliability of the questionnaire, where the accepted coefficient of

each of the variables under study was determined to be above 70.

FINDINGS

The results showed that there is a digital divide among people with different cultural
capitals. The results of multiple regression analysis showed that the objectified
dimension of the cultural capital (B = 0.472), the embodied dimension (p = 0.41)
and the institutionalized dimension (p = 0.20) had the greatest effect on the people's
digital divide, respectively. The results also showed that the independent variable of
the research, i.e., cultural capital, explained about 0.26 percent of the variance of the
dependent variable, i.e., the digital divide. Also, the results illustrated that there was
a significant difference between men and women in terms of the average digital
divide. The average digital divide for women was higher than that for men. This
means that women had a lower average in the skills of using the digital environment
as well as using scientific contents, knowledge, and skills of the Internet
environment. The results showed that there is no significant difference between the
single and married groups in terms of the average digital divide. Single and married
people were not significantly different in terms of skills in using the digital
environment as well as the use of scientific content, knowledge, and skills of the

Internet environment.

CONCLUSION

This study revealed the differences and inequalities of individuals in the level of
skills, information literacy and functional content of digital space as indicators of
intelligent social inequalities. One of the most important results of this study is that
having cultural capital (a combination of objectified, embodied and
institutionalized cultural capital) plays an important role in explaining the extent of
the intelligent social gap. In other words, smart digital inequality that reflects the
diversity and differentiation in the structure of access, skills and use of
communications technology is the product of long-term social inequalities, beliefs
and expectations, and cultural capital. Therefore, it can be stated that this important
finding confirms the reproduction of Bourdieu's cultural capital inequalities. That
is, digital inequalities must be understood in the system of social relations that is

considered by its cultural meanings.
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INTRODUCTION

Although inequality and social divide are not new phenomena as they have emerged
and evolved in various ways throughout the human history, along with the
evolution of societies. In a decade when the concepts of digital inequality and gap
have entered the literature on cyberspace sociology, the meaning of digital gap has
seen changes as well. The traditional definition of digital divide i.e., whether or not
individuals had access to the Internet has changed with the expansion of digital
devices such as tablets and smartphones. The new gap such as "new digital divide"
or "smart gap" occurs among individuals who have access to the Internet. This type
of difference and inequality is manifested in individuals' skills and ability to use a

complicated information technology.

Although there is a consensus among sociologists on the existence and
emergence of this type of gap, they do not agree on the factors influencing
intelligent inequalities in society. Some researchers have pointed to the differences
between classes in access to information and communications technology
(Gurstein, 2003; Patterson & Wilson, 2000; Kvasny, 2002; and Di Maggio &
Hargittai, 2001), but others believe that the digital inequality is not only affected by
discrimination in access to information and communications technology but also
by inequalities that already exist in the society, such as the cycle of poverty,

illiteracy, and the cultural capital that is reproduced.

PURPOSE

The main purpose of this study, while describing the extent of the digital divide
among Internet users (in terms of ability, skill and motivation and the way
individuals use digital technology) is to answer two fundamental questions: Does
the cultural capital of individuals affect the digital divide? Is the digital divide in

society being reproduced?

METHODOLOGY

The survey method was applied in this research where a questionnaire was used to
collect the data. The population of the study consisted of 183,198 youths from the city
of Babol (Mazandaran, Iran) aged 18-29 years. The sample size was estimated to be
385 by the Cochran formula. The data were then collected randomly in a multistage

cluster sampling from 8 areas in the city of Babol. In this study, Cronbach's alpha was
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ABSTRACT

An ever-increasing digital divide around the globe has turned into one of the greatest
challenges to several areas of the information society with direct and indirect
consequences. This has also increased the demand for more research in this field.
This study, which is based on Bourdieu's cultural capital reproduction theory, is an
attempt to answer the question as: To what extent individuals' cultural capital affects
the digital gap among them? The survey method was applied in this research where a
questionnaire was used to collect the data. The population of the study consisted of
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sample size was estimated to be 385 by Cochran formula. The data were then
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capitals. The results of multiple regression analysis showed that the objectified
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or seem to be powerful and successful while listening to and playing music, reading
books, watching TV, doing exercises, or fighting the virus. A woman is seen in just
one image that means it is the men who, quantitatively and qualitatively, engrave
their superior presence in terms of social role in the mind of the audience.

CONCLUSION

Going through the content of messages and related aspects it can be said that the
relationships portrayed are along with gender stereotypes and promote a traditional
gender order. In other words, they neglect social and other important roles women
play both in public and private arenas, especially during fight against the
Coronavirus pandemic, here taking into account of Persian online messages, may be
from Iran or elsewhere. These stereotypes, along with the neglect of women's agency
in everyday reality of our pandemic society, in the medium term as deterrent cycles,
are increasingly pushing women into the abyss of limitations, prejudices, and
double deprivations.

NOVELTY

The novelty of the research is its contribution to illustrating the notion of gap
between reality and formalism of gender relations and family shape. In other words,
it is a wide gender gap men and women experience in everyday life and how they
are reconstructed and represented by various media contents. It necessitates a
reasonable strategy of cultural politics to engage the attention of both sexes in any
demanding situation, including the current one of combating the Covid-19
pandemic.



and minimize their presence in the public, and like any other cultural product
includes value, ideology and contain power relations. These have interesting ideas
for experts and researchers of women and gender studies.

The current paper also aims to focus on home and relationships within in order
to study gender aspects of staying-at-home messages and get an understanding of
gender relations displayed in them as well as power relations and the patriarchal
ideology. The main question here is what relation do the elements promote in these
messages that are gender stereotypes?

PURPOSE

The article intends to identify gender and power relations presented in the messages
posted during the Covid-19 pandemic in order to encourage people to stay-at-
home. Also, it seeks to identify the characteristics of the family displayed in those
messages. At the same time, finding the meaning of the house and components that
shape these messages is yet another sub-goal of the research.

METHODOLOGY

An analytical approach was applied as the main methodology in this research to
assess the content of 120 messages with the stay-at-home subject. In other words,
analyzing the content of messages is an important method of social study that is
even used to assess all kinds of issues and topics discussed in the press, radio and
television programs and movies. However, we could examine the research subject
both in terms of quantity (frequency and multiplicity) and quality (importance and
value). The qualitative content analysis goes beyond merely calculating words or
extracting objective content rather examines the meanings, forms, and patterns that
may be evident or hidden in the text.

The statistical population is all images that were accessed by the Google search
engine by entering the word "stay-at-home" in Persian. Images with a necessary
degree of clarity and quality were selected to be examined and in order to have
native visual elements, the inclusion of the source of production or meanings
arising from the written expressions were considered valid. In total, all images sent
online since the beginning of the campaign to fight the coronavirus in the late 2019
to August 2020 were collected. Relevant images were constantly monitored in order
to not to include the new ones during the course of the research.

FINDINGS

Findings show that families mentioned in messages are the nuclear ones with two
children, a daughter and a son. The number of families with one or two sons is next
in the category. In 48% of the cases, men are drawn taller than their womenfolk, and
in 11.66% of the cases, they are the sole human character in the message. Men alone
represent historical subjects such as Uncle Nowruz, Haji Firooz, and medical staff,
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INTRODUCTION

The house doesn't function only as providing shelter to someone, but these are human
relations that actually testify belonging and intimacy to a particular surrounding or
premise, we call home. In other words, the type and nature of relationships in a house
that lead to production and reproduction of all kinds of capital and belongingness of its
inhabitants or whether they are active or inactive. From individuals' perspective, these
qualities that could turn a space into a home are the result of a complex network of
personal semantics such as happiness, belonging, responsibility, self-expression,
survival, privacy, time-perspective, knowledge, being a destination for return, kinship,
hospitality, emotional environment, physical structure, services, architectural style, and
work environment and so on.

The novel Coronavirus crisis, its vast and dangerous dimensions, plunged
Iranian society, like others, into deadly challenges over the past couple of years. The
less known and experienced aspects of such an event has been the appeal of social
science studies. Fear of untimely death or illness beyond the threshold of tolerance
accompanied human moments and shook their mental space towards new
questions as who she/he is and what her/his relationship is with the outside world?
The former order not only disrupted relationship among human beings, but also
challenged their relationship with environment and work, consequently leading to a
new social structure in less developed societies without maximum welfare coverage.
Even developed countries were tested for priority, and in some cases found turning
a blind eye to the right to life of the elderly in favor of a young workforce.

In the midst of these bottlenecks, staying-at-home was considered the only way
to stop the spread of the Coronavirus, and health professionals as well as socio-
cultural policymakers around the world came up and implemented guidelines to
maximize social distancing as part of encouraging quarantine. Under the same
milieu, messages through indigenous elements were created and advertised for
housekeeping.

The media content of these messages was something more than text and images.
In fact, what could be displayed go back to the complex and key nature of the
media. In the contemporary world, since the media play a prominent role in
shaping our perception of danger, interpersonal relationships, the virus and the
home, like any other social phenomenon, photographs and videos are not
unpretentious recordings of events, but a myriad of representations. It is a cultural-
critical studies approach focusing on the implicit nature of propaganda, speaks
about their role in reproducing social relations, promoting dominant values, and
sharing cultural ideological meanings. Therefore, these messages, as a
communication tool, contain a combination of socio-cultural elements and are
designed with the aim of enriching and encouraging the audience to stay at home
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ABSTRACT

In the Iranian family sociology, the dominant approach is based on this general idea
that the family is the center of patriarchy. Based on this view, women at home are in
subjugation and under male dominance. To support this idea, a lot of researches have
been conducted in recent years. However, the present study does not seek to identify
the patterns of female subjugation; rather it is in the process to identify the patterns
of their resistance to male dominance within the home. As such, the study seeks to
answer the question as how women use “culture” as a tool of resistance as well as to
change the balance of power in the family. In this regard, 36 married women were
interviewed. Findings showed that women use the strategies such as "struggle for
meaning", "reverse decoding”, "resistance to gender stereotypes’, "resistance through
tradition" and "appearance of obedience but hidden resistance within family" to resist
the male dominance. Through these, they try to control male power in the home and
balance it accordingly. Various resistance strategies indicate that women’s “resistance
sources” in the family are numerous, which take place in different domains and in
different ways.

Keywords: gender study, gender stereotypes, women, Coronavirus, home
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reactions appear through interactions. "Personal” fears and coping strategies are
related to the realm of cognitive and personal choices, preferences, abilities, and
initiatives. Findings showed that although women experience fears due to their
subjective perception, the objective conditions of tourism environment and social
construction help them put up some kinds of active or passive resistance and
understand the fear as an empowering tool. Furthermore, more educated women and
those with more social experience chose active strategies while women with less social
experience used passive strategies. It was found that participants typically didn’t
chose solo or adventure travel rather traveled with group of friends or relatives and
often preferred a packaged tour or went to a destination where friends/relatives were
waiting for them to host. These strategies reinforced their feeling of security, although
they limited women’s options and opportunities for female-only travel.

CONCLUSION

Although participants’ experience of female-only travel differs in quality and depth
from the western women, and Iranian women had more conservative orientation,
their path was similar to the extent. The process of fear showed how personal
memories, experiences and socialization process shaped fearful situations and
controlled women’s coping strategies. Those experiences indirectly developed the
process of self-surveillance in women. Findings show that interviewees experienced
some fears but they refused to completely submit to social control and self-
surveillance. They cautiously went outside of their comfort zone step by step,
challenging and evaluating themselves. Subsequently, they improved their
subjective and practical capabilities while encountering fears, limitations and low-
skillfulness. The female-only travel helped them experience and exert their
autonomy with self-determination.

NOVELTY

Although fears of women travelers in the western context have already been
researched upon, such circumstances and coping strategies for women in the semi
modern or traditional context of a non-western Muslim culture have not been taken
into account if not ignored entirely. This research finding cannot be generalized but
findings show that some Iranian middle-class women could challenge their fears in
their own way within the existing social framework step-by-step. The tourism
industry can design and provide more flexible packages for women to give them
more sense of self-governance and self-esteem and less fear. Consequently, this kind
of experiences can gradually change the construction of fear among women.
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INTRODUCTION

Tourism is one of the most favorable leisure activities in many countries and among
all socioeconomic classes. However, the existing body of research shows that the
accessibility of all individuals and social sub-categories to leisure and tourism is not
equal (Rojeck, 2005).

Gender inequality limits women’s access to leisure opportunity. Women's
unequal access to tourism may come from a variety of sources, including their
unequal access to financial resources, leisure time and spaces. Research show that
women experience more fear and insecurity than men for a variety of reasons and
this is a barrier to women traveling alone or in female-only groups. Consequently,
women are unequally deprived of positive psychological, social and economic
outcomes of travel. This is more critical in Iran where the women employment rate
is low and some ethical norms and division of labor provide less opportunity for
outside home experiences. Although, tourism academia started to consider gender
inequality, there are less attention to issues of constraints, and women's perceptions
of fear, risk, threat, and security in Iran.

PURPOSE

The first aim of this research is to explore the fears women experience while
traveling alone or in female-only groups. The second aim is to investigate strategies
women use to cope with their fears while traveling.

METHODOLOGY

A qualitative approach was adopted to understand women’s perceptions and lived
experience. Using the purposive sampling method, 19 semi-structured in-depth
interviews with middle-class women in Mashhad were conducted. Interviews were
recorded and then transcribed. The collected data were analyzed through a thematic
analysis procedure. In the process, six single women, nine married women and four
divorced/widowed ones were interviewed. Their age range was between 20 and 70
years (mean= 42.7). Six cases had high school diploma or less, three cases had
undergraduate degree and seven cases had postgraduate degree. In terms of their
occupation, eight cases were housewives, nine were employed and two were
students.

FINDINGS

Only one of the participants had solo travel while three traveled with their female
relatives and others traveled with friends. In terms of their motivation, four women
traveled for pilgrimage, seven traveled for ecotourism purposes and eight cases
traveled for pleasure or visiting friend or relatives (VFR). In the course of study, three
types of fear (structural, social and personal) and three types of coping strategies
(structural, social and personal) were identified. "Structural” fears or coping strategies
refer to fears and strategies” sources or methods involving social, physical and spatial
structure of a tourist destination. "Social" fears and strategies refer to emotions and
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ABSTRACT

With the beginning of gender studies over two decades ago, issues such as inequality,
constraints, and women's perceptions of fear, risk, threat, and security have gradually
been included by researchers in social and tourism fields. The aim of this study is to
investigate women's fears while traveling and their strategies to deal with those fears. A
qualitative approach was used and in-depth semi-structured interviews with 19 middle-
class female participants based in Mashhad were conducted. In the process, three types
of fear (structural, social and personal) and three types of coping strategies (structural,
social and personal) were identified. In this classification, "structural” fears or coping
strategies refer to their sources or methods involving social, physical and spatial
structure of a tourist destination. "Social” fears and strategies refer to emotions and
reactions appear through interactions. "Personal” fears and coping strategies are related
to the realm of cognitive and personal choices, preferences, abilities, and initiatives.
Findings show that although women experience fears due to their subjective perception,
the objective conditions of tourism environment and social construction help them put
up some kinds of active or passive resistance. They understand the fear as an
empowering tool. These experiences differ in terms of quality and depth from western
context,, and Iranian women have more conservative orientations, but Iranian women
they follow a similar path.

Keywords: geography of fear, single-gendered tourism, tourist gaze, women’s security,
travel
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the same. In this regard, women try to change its meaning through new
interpretations and readings of the content of dominant messages. In other
words, reverse reading and producing new meaning are important tools for
changing power relations at home.

Sometimes, women resist men despite the fact that there isn’t need for
"overt resistance”. However, they sometimes show “obedience" i.e. seemingly
accept and obey something in order to neutralize their husbands' sensitivity,
but in practice, they do something else. Overt obedience but covert
resistance refers to secret politics of women in everyday life. This policy
refers to the apparent obedience of women to gender ideologies but at the
same time having hidden resistance to the same.

Another method of women's cultural resistance is against “gender
stereotypes” which have been the cause of many restrictions on women. For
example, women struggle against the stereotype that they should stay at
home and avoid working outside. With a change in this stereotype, women
can have a paid job and achieve economic self-dependence and gain more
power at home.

CONCLUSION

The present study is a narrative of young women who try to weaken men's
cultural dominance in the family by using different strategies. Women's
cultural resistance may be underestimated, but in reality, this resistance
leads to the weakening of unequal gender culture in the family, changes to
rules of division of domestic work and the development of women's
individual freedoms, and even the production of wealth and property for
women. In this way, young women can be partially free from the dominance
the women of previous generations experienced in Iran.

Increase in women’s education in recent years and their access to new
media (such as satellite networks and social media) have gradually led to an
increase in gender awareness among women. This has also put their cultural
resistance at a much higher level than the previous generations. Today,
young Iranian women are, by no means, passive in the family rather they are
constantly struggling to achieve their desired goals. These indicate that the
complete male dominance in the Iranian family is on the decline, at least in
the new generation of women.
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INTRODUCTION

Over the past few decades, there had been a lot of transformation in the
position of women in the Iranian family has transformed a lot, with many
young women today attaining higher university degrees and entering to
workplaces. The employment rate of women and their cultural capital are
increasing. But the dominant approach in Iranian family studies still relies
on the idea that women remain powerless inside the home environs because
the family is the center of patriarchy. As it is widely believed, patriarchy is a
structure of gender dominance that is very pervasive and can't be easily
abandoned. However, so far, less attention has been paid to the strategies of
women's cultural resistance in the Iranian family structure.

PURPOSE

The main questions in the present study are: How young Iranian women use
“culture" as a tool to resist against male power in the family? How can they
change the power structure in the family to their advantage through culture?
The purpose here is to identify the patterns of women’s cultural resistance in
the family.

METHODOLOGY

A qualitative approach has been adopted in this research. 36 married
women were interviewed in Tehran, the capital of Iran. The sampling was
done using “targeted sampling” method, with the process being based on
themes that could emerge during the analysis. The data collection and
analysis were performed sequentially. Coding and analysis were performed
immediately after each interview. To analyze the data, a thematic method
was used which sought to identify different themes from the text of
interviews.

FINDINGS

One of the centers of women's resistance within the family is the
confrontation with the patriarchal discourse. Unlike previous generations,
young women who are principally educated, do not give up easily in the face
of the exercise of power by a prevailing patriarchal culture, rather they resist
in different ways. In this regard, they try to create meanings and values that
serve their interests. In other words, they try to impose their desired values
and meanings on their husbands as "natural"” values.

In some other cases, women's cultural resistance to the dominant gender
culture is not possible through direct confrontation rather through new
interpretations and the production of desirable and arbitrary meanings of
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