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2. C. Wright Mills
3. media generation
4. Hepp & Berg
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1. media landscape
2. media ecology
3. remediation

4. Goran Bolin
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areas are used for large number of guests. It should be noted that in homes where
there is no hall space -only 20% of housing- many of the social activities take place
in the living room. This space - the hall or living room - is used for socializing
activities in most homes. Research into the social connection reveals that
socialization is vital for the both physical and mental health of all people, but
especially for the Armenian family.

The coffee table is the most important piece of furniture in daily routine of every
Armenian family. Generally, drinking coffee with friends and guests is one of the
most valuable daily activities in an Armenian household and it is somehow the
heart of the home.

In the studied houses, it can be said kitchens, halls and in some cases living
rooms in Armenian housing are the most important spaces because their biological
functions as well as the most important social needs that are met there on a daily
basis.

CONCLUSION

We tried to answer the questions and present the results in this research. We found
that culture and behavioral factors are supportive and in a way represent the
history, identity and the lifestyle of individuals in a housing and community. The
cultural lifestyle has many components, and since humans are social beings, they
know how to associate with their fellow humans in a peaceful manner. These
interactions highlight important principles that can guide us in their daily living,
and ultimately their household environment. Examining the two-way relationship
between the Armenian lifestyle and their homes in a Tehran neighborhood inferred
from social behaviors.

Moreover, the results found the people to be engaged in activities throughout
the day, weeks, months and year, depending on everything that went into their
lifestyle. These are reflected in specific functions at specific places of the house and
eventually, there are spaces that are more important considering Armenians’
activities. Finally, all of these findings and outcomes provide solutions for an
appropriate housing design for Armenians in Tehran.
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INTRODUCTION

The house is a place where people from different backgrounds can find their
identity. Since individual, public relationship and social interaction begin at home,
the culture and lifestyle of an individual or a family plays an important role in
shaping the housing. The mutual relationship between lifestyle and residential
environments is becoming increasingly blurred, which is the most fundamental
issue of this research. The separation of the two components is taking place in any
community, whether minority or majority. The main requirement of this research is
to overcome the disappearance of what is known as Armenian culture and identity.

PURPOSE

The importance of maintaining a consistent home and lifestyle relation is
something that is more pronounced in minority and sparsely populated areas. One
of the most important and effective ways to prevent a society from losing its identity
is to study it, to prove what reflects the identity in real life and also to create a
resource for future researches. The present study attempts to analyze and determine
how different components of lifestyle affect the home (Armenian), as well as to
examine the relationship between the two components. The purpose is to identify
the effects of the social and individual Armenian lifestyle in the neighborhood,
physical structure, and spatial movement and how to use the residential spaces. We
are looking for everything that reflects the everyday life of Armenians in their
homes.

METHODOLOGY

In this research, a combined method was applied in an Armenian neighborhood
that was selected as a case study in Narmak district of Tehran. Also, descriptive,
analytical and logical reasoning methods were used. During the process, the data
were collected through literature study, observation, field survey, interviews,
simulation and finally using the space syntax analysis from DepthMap software.

FINDINGS

The spatial structure of the neighborhood is influenced by the design of a large part of
8th district of Tehran, known as Narmak. The general plan of the area is predictable
with checkered layouts, including 100 public squares. The selected site is located in the
eastern part of the 85th Square. In fact, there is no special symbol or element in the
neighborhood that can differ from a non-Armenian one, still there are many tangible
and immaterial differences found during the course of the study. There is no
Armenian-style architecture in this neighborhood. In other words, the housing design
has no difference from other structures of houses of non-Armenians. The pattern is
the typical east-west geometry in Tehran.

In most cases, the hall is formed after the entrance space where close guests can
be accommodated and entertained. Public spaces such as formal living and dining
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ABSTRACT

A set of legacies associated with individuals in the past are immaterial and intangible,
which is visible in "places” where they live. The house is a reflection of the life style of a
family lives in. One of the most important and effective ways to prevent a society from
losing its identity is to study it and prove its reflection in real life. With regard to
Armenian lifestyle in Iran (in particulate housing) and dealing with it closely, few studies
have been conducted so far. Therefore, a research on the theme is important in terms of
recording and transmitting it to future generations. The present study is based on the
principle that one of the main pillars of housing quality is the connection of houses with
the culture of their occupants. To improve the quality of housing, in which, a family
resides from a certain community and shares common characteristics, it is necessary to
increase a bond between cultural and habitat. This study aims to identify the effects of
lifestyle on housing and subsequent effects of Armenian social and individual lifestyle
patterns on their neighborhood, the exterior and interior layouts. For that purpose, a
mixed research method has been applied to reach the desired objectives, with an
Armenian neighborhood of Tehran being taken as a case study. Also, in the qualitative
part of the study, the daily life of residents in the area and its surrounding, as well as short
interviews with them were conducted and validated using space syntax analysis
techniques. The results show that people engage in activities throughout the day, weeks,
months and year, depending on everything that goes into their lifestyle. These are
reflected in specific functions at specific places of the house and eventually, there are
spaces that are more important for Armenians’ activities. Finally, all of these findings and
outcomes provide solutions for an appropriate housing design for Armenians in Tehran.
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a larger role in shaping the experience of a modern media space. We defined the
media experience theme and outlined the three main categories of media
biographies, generalizing media, and the perspective of the post-Covid interactions
of the elderly with media and technology, based on media experiences before,
during and after the Coronavirus.

According to the theoretical approach, the landscape of media in each period
changes and evolves, at the same time social, economic, political, and cultural forces
play a role in shaping this space. In the media landscape, both material and
symbolic aspects of the media landscape create a structure for individuals, as well as
the experience of the media landscape and the type of internalization it forms.
Generations of print and analog media, in their sense of meaning to this type of
media, internalize it in their lives. The generation of print and analog media is
retrieving a different way of “being” in the new media ecology.

NOVELTY

The issue of this article is one of the most important human biosocial events in the
last two years i.e. during the Covid-19 pandemic.

The modern social experience of the analog media generation and how they deal
with new media is discussed. The target population of this study, namely the elderly,
is of great importance. In sociology, the elderly is considered a group whose rights
are trampled upon. It is valuable to pay attention to one of the denied social
communities for research work.

The third distinctive feature in this research is the use of the phenomenological
method. Through in-depth interviews with participants, this method seeks to
understand the experience the analog generation went through; a sudden switch to
the modern technological media due to the pandemic. This approach has helped us
understand the modern-day media experience of a generation and how they are
interacting with the technology.



FINDINGS

The findings of the research focus on the main themes of "the media experience of
the elderly" and the three categories of "media biography", "generalizing media" and
"perspective of the post-COVID interactions of the elderly with media and
technology".

Media biography: It includes the process of shaping the media experience and the
evolution of its meaning.

Generalizing media: It is about the stage in which the public starts welcoming
media in their everyday life. A combination of acceptance and resistance, based on
which the media finds practical meaning in the context of everyday life. In the
process of generalizing media, participants share their experiences with media
before and during the pandemic.

The perspective of post-COVID interactions of the elderly with media and
technology: Participants who became acquainted with new technology and media
during the pandemic and quarantines, outlined their aspirations for the future and
the aftermath of the pandemic and were classified into two categories of: "disbelief
in previous media”, and "interaction and negotiation with previous media".

Table 1. Conceptual Codes and Themes

Themes: The experience of the elderly in the new generation of media

Sub-themes The main themes

Intensified need for media due to corona
The evolution of media, from the

Changing the meaning of media due to corona
ging s beginning to Corona

Media migration due to corona

Full acceptance of media in the modern view of the global village The meaning of media in the

Resisting media in the modern view of the global village essence of everyday life

Disbelief in previous media Interaction and negotiation with previous | The vision of the post-pandemic

media experience
CONCLUSION

In this article, with a phenomenological approach, we studied the experience of a
generation of media users, most of which interacted with analog and print media,
and discovered the modern world of media in more recent stages of their lives. We
defined the elderly based on their exposure to and coexistence with different media
platforms. Therefore, we use the term "generation media".

In the results of phenomenological interviews, the way we coexist with the media
from the beginning, or in other words, the beginning of the media biography, plays
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INTRODUCTION

In 2020, the world encountered with a novel Coronavirus, and the two phenomena
of "Ageing" and "Mediatization" during the pandemic could change the media life of
people. Before the outbreak of the disease, individual media life of people belonging
to different generations changed with quarantines, and media use became pervasive.
In this research, with qualitative and phenomenological approaches, we studied
biomedia experiences of the elderly and their interaction with the new media during
the Coronavirus and tried to answer the following questions with
phenomenological analysis:

1) Based on what meaning of media and in the face of which media, do the studied
generations shape their world media life?

2) How is the old media generation shape new media platforms based on their
experience in different media perspectives throughout their lifetime?

3) How did the Coronavirus outbreak redefine the meaning of new media space and
living in it for this generation?

PURPOSE

The most important goal of this study was to gain a deeper understanding of the
coexistence of mankind with media and technology. Turning to media creates new
forms of action and reaction in the social world and gives new definitions to "time",
"place”, "space”, "interaction" and "identity". Communication and information
media have been widely developed and the evolution of the process of turning to
media is a natural trait of the world. (Loon Joost Van, 2012, 11)

Another goal is to focus on the elderly as a community whose rights have been
trampled upon. Focus on how they find themselves in the modern media world.
The emergence of any media and its logic in any period of history is considered a
part of the events and historical developments of that period and everyone in that
generation experiences the media in different ways and it becomes a part of their
social life cycle.

METHODOLOGY

The present study was conducted with qualitative and phenomenological
approaches and the new-age-media experience of 13 elderly people during the
Coronavirus was collected through an in-depth interview technique. After
recording and implementing the data, we developed meaningful propositions
through the thematic analysis. We used themes to describe the phenomenological
experience of the participants and provided a combined description that focuses on
their shared experiences.



Journal of Iranian Cultural Research, 14(2), 95-123, Summer 2021

' Barekat, M., Chalengar, Z., & Mohebbi, N. (2021). A phenomenological study of elderly

“ :) biomedia during the Coronavirus: A case study of analog media generation of smartphone.
: Journal of Iranian Cultural Research, 14(2), 125-151. doi: 10.22035/jicr.2021.2753.3141

d | http://dx.doi.org/10.22035/jicr.2021.2753.3141 URL: http://www jicr.ir/article_445.html

2008-1847 / © The Authors. This is an open access article under the CC BY 4.0 license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0).

A Phenomenological Study of Elderly Biomedia during
the Coronavirus: A Case Study of Analog Media
Generation of Smartphone

Mahya Barekat'*, Zahra Chalengar?, Najibeh Mohebbi®
Received: Feb. 23,2021;  Accepted: May. 31, 2021

ABSTRACT

The Coronavirus has had a profound effect not only on people's lifestyles, human
relationships, and media experiences, rather increased their connection with new media.
Members of the analog media generation entered a new space and built their new bio-
world. With an emphasis on theories of Mannheim and reading concepts such as media
landscape and media ecology, the print and analog generation's exposure to new post-
Covid-19 media world and the lived experience of analog media generations in corona-
specific conditions have been studied. This phenomenological study has had in-depth semi-
structured interviews with 13 individuals over 60 years of age. Findings were analyzed by
thematic analysis. Under the sub-theme of "Print and Analogue Generations Biomedia",
three themes: "Media Biography", "Staying at Home" and "Post-Covid Experience
Perspective” were extracted. The findings showed that the biomedia phenomenon during
the Covid-19 pandemic is made up of the following elements: A) How do people
understand the media, their media experience; B) This experience shapes their biomedia
throughout their lives; C) Based on this meaning, an experience of the new media space is
created in their consciousness, through which, biomedia finds its meaning; D) The
Coronavirus outbreak as a break in understanding the qualities of social, economic and
political relations gives a new form to the experience of living in a new media space; E) This
new semantic form also creates the future of the post-COVID media experience in the
consciousness of individuals and creates different qualities in the subjectivity of individuals.
The generation of print and analog media is regaining its presence in the new media
ecology. It means being with full acceptance through resistance.

Keywords: media ecology, phenomenology, Coronavirus, media landscape, media
generation
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this animation causes creating a caricature character in its audience especially in
model-accepting age group. Emergence and formation of a caricature character
avoids reaching evolution and formation of a complete human and it merely
develops and educates the people who have extraordinary abilities in an area and
don’t have necessary abilities in another area and aspect.

NOVELTY

The long history in the production and broadcast of this animation, popularity
among the children, being broadcasted on the national TV and being available in
the home broadcasting channel, lack of sufficient attention to the effects of the
mentioned animation on the children’s various life aspects and insignificance of this
subject among the other research activities have paved the way for the investigation
of this subject.



comparative approach according to Myering theory has been used to collect
information. The validity was confirmed by the experts after frequent
investigations. The reliability of the categories was estimated 0.772 using Scott
coefficient. Furthermore, Shannon Entropy method was employed for the data
analysis.

FINDINGS

242 themes associated to six areas were observed in this animation and the degree of
importance and attention to these areas includes the followings from the lowest to
the highest: belief and moral areas (0.133), scientific and technological areas (0.147),
economic and occupational areas (0.174), aesthetic and artistic areas (0.162), social
area (0.191) and biological and physical areas (0.192). Moreover, 314 themes were
observed in negating six areas that the degree of importance and attention to
negating these areas includes the followings from the lowest to highest: negating
aesthetic and artistic areas (0.062), negating scientific and technological areas
(0.110), negating economical and occupational areas (0.167), negating biological
and physical areas (0.199), negating belief and moral areas (0.226), negating social
area (0.233) while the degree of attention to negative aspects has been more than
positive aspects in the belief and moral as well as social education areas in a way that
in analyzing 96 episodes of this animation, negating the area of social education has
been emphasized 122 times and negating belief and moral areas have been
emphasized 93 times while 60 cases have pointed to positive aspects of social
education area and just 15 cases have pointed to the positive aspects of belief and
moral aspects in all 96 episodes.

CONCLUSION

This study showed that the number of the themes taken from this animation which
negates six educational areas forming the foundation of educational system is more
than the cases which are in coordination with these areas. It is worth mentioning
that the above-mentioned animation is a western one which has been made in the
U.S and appropriate to the culture and ideology of that country and many of the
cases which negate and oppose six areas of education might be popular and
accepted in the origin country; since in most of the western countries, the dominant
culture is liberalism and Sponge Bob animation is also under the effect of this
culture and its characteristics. Liberalism is the individualistic culture and the
society should seek meeting the individual’s needs and be in his service; moreover,
this school considers the individual’s will and desire the origin of the validity of
moral sentences and each individual should create the moral values which are of
high importance for him/her. In addition, lack of balance and proportionate among
six areas of education and concentration mostly on one or two areas or lack of
attention and ignorance of the other areas are seen in this investigation. As a result,
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INTRODUCTION

One of the most fundamental issues which today are proposed in scientific and
educational circles of the world is the human’s education. Early years of every
human which is certainly assumed as his most important and effective life period is
the years of forming the human’s personality. Since the human’s acquired
information, habits and moral features during these years remain deep in his spirit
and make the main structure of his personality and existential framework, attending
to all aspects of the human’s education and development in the childhood is
necessary. Now, one of the most important resources which exist from the early
childhood in the child’s environment and have many effects on the children besides
family and school is the media. The media uses various programs to draw the
children’s attention, the story and novel in the form of animation is a case in point
which creates higher interest in the children (Mousa Pur and Dortaj, 2008, 162-
164). In addition to all apparent attractions, the media enjoys numerous hidden
effects in a way that it can influence the children’s science, beliefs and values, it can
also change their attitude or feelings about different affairs or create attitude in the
manner of dealing with social and personal problems and can cause emerging
special acts and change in behavioral patterns (Gunter and McAller, 1993, 36) to
that extent that Silberman writes in his book “The crisis in the classroom™ the
students learn more from TV than the class. (Ebrahimi, 2017, 8). Now, considering
the importance of the childhood and the children’s high acceptability and their
interest in media specially the animations, Square Pants Sponge Bob was selected to
be analyzed in this study.

PURPOSE

The present study was conducted to have an investigation on educational
implications resulting from Sponge Bob animation according to six areas of
education in order to examine hidden and apparent effects and themes which exist
behind this animation. In addition to extracting the themes which are consistent to
six areas of education and its categories, the themes which negate these areas and
categories have been considered too.

METHODOLOGY

The present study was in applicative type in case of purpose and it was conducted
according to qualitative-quantitative method in case of information collection; that
is, analyzing six areas and determining related categories, animation analysis and
extracting the themes from it were accommodated in the qualitative method and
counting the themes frequency was accommodated in the quantitative method. The
background unit has been 96 episodes of animation. Analysis unit was the themes
which were extracted after watching the animation. Content analysis with



Journal of Iranian Cultural Research, 14(2), 95-123, Summer 2021

' Tasviri, Z., & Athari Isfahani, Z. (2021). An Investigation into the educational implications of
“ :) Sponage Bob animation from the perspective of the negating and requirement of the six areas
of education. Journal of Iranian Cultural Research, 14(2), 95-123. doi: 10.22035/jicr.2021.435
d | httpy/dx.doi.org/10.22035/jicr.2021.435 URL: http://www jicr.ir/article_435.html

2008-1847 / © The Authors. This is an open access article under the CC BY 4.0 license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0).

An Investigation into the Educational Implications of
Sponge Bob Animation from the Perspective of the
Negating and Requirement of the six areas of education

Zeinab Tasviri, Zeinab Sadat Athari Isfahani*?
Received: Oct. 05,2020;  Accepted: May. 31, 2021

ABSTRACT

Due to the sensitive conditions of childhood and the fact that one of the most popular
and influential types of media for children is animation, it is inevitable to study the
effects of observing animations in the education of this period. The present study was
conducted to investigate the negation and necessity of educational implications of
Sponge Bob animation based on six areas of education. The formal validity of the
categories related to the six domains was confirmed by experts. 772 using the Scott
coefficient and the opinions of 4 experts in this field; Finally, Shannon entropy
method was used to analyze the data obtained from the study. Based on the findings
of this study, 242 topics related to the existence of six fields of education in this
animation were observed that the field of biological and physical education has the
highest level of attention and importance and the field of moral education has the
lowest level of attention and importance. Also, 314 themes were observed in the
negation of the six domains; the negation of the field of moral education has the most
attention and importance and the negation of the field of aesthetic and artistic
education has the least attention and importance. Findings indicate that the growth
of human existence has not been considered in a balanced way in SpongeBob
animation, so it is recommended to avoid the formation of caricature characters and
pay attention to all areas of human existence.

Keywords: animation, Sponge Bob square pants animation, child, education, six
areas of education
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CONCLUSION

The research results show that Iranian national music is going through a very
dangerous situation. The distribution of this music is on the verge of serious crisis
and there is growing possibility of removing it from the cultural consumption
basket of Iranian society. Artists' access to new media spaces, direct communication
with the audience, the insignificance of obtaining official licenses from the Ministry
of Culture and Islamic Guidance, and other such issues, somewhat reduce the
existing barriers to the distribution of this music. However, the production still
faces many obstacles. The lack of economic support for producing this music has
caused many musicians to give up their profession and pursue other jobs. This is
especially true about young musicians. There is a serious risk that they will leave the
music production cycle.

Causal Conditions:

Music requirements

¥

. . Central Phenomenon: Contextual Conditions:
Intervening Conditions: National music distribution Sanctions
AbLack O_f suppdort _ Volume of music supply
sence i acacemia \ Format of music supply
Strategy:

Negative role of the government

Y

Consequence:

Crisis in production

Figure 1. Model obtained based on grounded theory

NOVELTY

There is very little research done in the field of Iranian music to discover the
reasons behind the decrease in its social influence. In this paper, researchers have
paid more attention to consumers or audience and little to the reasons, motives and
concerns of activists in the music industry.



(Saldena, 2016, 14). In the process, the researcher is required to use three specific
steps of open, axial and selective coding (Iman, 1397, 70). The final paradigm
consists of the following six parts:

1) The main category or central phenomenon which is the basis of the process.
2) Causal conditions that affect the main category.

3) Strategies or actions resulting from the main category.

4) Underlying conditions that affect the implementation of strategies.

5) Intervening conditions or general contextual factors that hinder the
implementation of strategies.

6) Effects and consequences of adopting the strategies

Open coding is the process of separating raw data and assigning basic concepts
to them (Mohammadpour, 1398, 288). Axial coding is the one that links categories
and creates new categories (Lindelph and Taylor, 2013, 317). Selective coding,
according to Strauss and Corbin, is to achieve a paradigmatic model, and this is
when a researcher has perfected his work of homogenizing meanings and concepts
(Faraskhah, 1397, 186). In this study, the data collection was done through
specialized interviews and continued until the acquired data did not lead to a new
concept and did not change the final theory.

FINDINGS

Iranian national music publishers have been constantly seeking to strengthen the
production and distribution of artistic or non-economic music. They believe that
the only way to preserve and save national music is to produce certain genres of
Iranian music, such as instrumental or solo improvisation even if it leads to
financial losses. In their view, Iranian music is ignored in the country by the mass
media, and foreign publishers, in practice, prevent its entry to the world market for
various reasons, including economic and political sanctions on the country. On the
other hand, efforts of musicians to attract more audience have only led to the
promotion of just one form of Iranian music, namely Tasnif (a kind of Persian
popular song). This has led to a reduction in the diversity and uniformity of music
albums released in recent decades. Iranian musicians still emphasize that there is
necessity to produce music albums as a whole. In their opinion, the meaning of
Iranian music with single tracks uploaded on the Internet cannot be transmitted to
the audience or consumer. Finally, it should be noted that official cultural
institutions do not allocate a share of taxes paid by citizens to support artistic and
original Iranian/national music. It seems that there is no desire to support music in
general and Iranian national music in particular, in cultural programs and
documents.
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INTRODUCTION

Considering an incredibly diverse views in the cultural domain, it is very difficult to
provide a clear definition of the same. However, some common elements in the
existing definitions can be referred to as values, beliefs, patterns or norms, symbols
and actions. In this article, when we talk about cultural categories, we are actually
referring to these key elements in relation to a particular subject, for example music.
Among the different types of music in Iran, only national music, which is the
product of historical and biocultural experiences, has distinctive features of Iranian
culture (Mirzamani, Saadabadi, & Rezaian, 2015, 1).

National music is a concept invented at the end of the nineteenth century
(Doering, 1992, 374) and includes all types of folk (traditional) music created within
the political borders of Iran. The present article focuses on how national music in
Iran during the last decades encountered with a decrease in social influence and
audience. In fact, it involves numerous factors, one of which is its supply or
distribution in Iran which, of course, is a complex process.

The supply or distribution of music in Iran includes: sending the work to the
Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance, reviewing and controlling the contents
of the work, announcing their acceptance to the musician or requiring him to make
corrections and then return it for another review and finally issuing the distribution
license. It can be said that the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance and
relevant departments have the actual say in the distribution of an appropriate
music. In other words, the final decision on the type of music and whether its
content is suitable for consumers is with the official cultural apparatus. It is
interesting to note that although this music does not conflict with the cultural goals
of the Islamic Republic, in practice it has encountered with a decrease in the social
influence. Of course, this issue has several reasons, part of which is related to the
official cultural policy of the country.

PURPOSE

The aim of this study is to discover cultural categories governing the distribution of
national music in Iran. This can help to get out of the current critical situation while
creating a comprehensive understanding of the distribution process of Iranian
national music.

METHODOLOGY

The study uses an exploratory approach (grounded theory) to explain the factors
affecting the distribution of Iranian national music. Among other approaches, data-
based theory and systematic data-based theory have been taken into account. These
approaches eventually lead to developing and presenting a paradigm model
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ABSTRACT

Among the three main domains of production, distribution and consumption,
Iranian national music has specifically received little attention from contemporary
researchers. Music has a special place in the Iranian culture since it is shaped by
historical and biocultural experiences of this society. But in recent years, Iranian
national music has not only lost its social influence but the audience and its social
functions as well. Usually, music is distributed in Iran through its producers after
obtaining official licenses and reviewing the content of a musical piece. Since Iranian
national music is different in contents and requirements compared to other
countries, using Western theories to understand its distribution mechanism in Iran
may not be very helpful. Also, no research has been done so far to understand the
socio-cultural aspects of the distribution mechanism of Iranian national music. This
research seeks to establish a comprehensive understanding of this field with a
heuristic approach as well as by using the systematic grounded theory. Data were
collected via an in-depth interview technique, coded and categorized with three open
and axial as well as selective instructions. 23 concepts and 8 categories were extracted
from the data. Finally, using the paradigm model, the grounded theory is presented
in the form of a story and visual model.

Keywords: Iranian national music, music production, music distribution, Grounded Theory
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complete knowledge of functions and dysfunctions of Ta’ziye music, in addition to
helping to preserve the authenticity of this cultural-religious event, can also be
useful in examining the results of using music in other ceremonies, social activities
and new media. The theoretical findings of this article can also be useful in
investigating musical functions in anthropological studies and strengthening the
theoretical foundations of ethnomusicology.
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FINDINGS

Redefining the concept of function in this paper shows that music in the proposed
list of Merriam can be studied in three different groups including functional-
process, function-result and function-finality. Accordingly, the functions of
"emotional expression”, "aesthetic enjoyment’, "entertainment”, "communication"
and "physical response” can be considered as function-result. The functions of
"symbolic representation”, "enforcing conformity to social norms" and "validation of
social institutions and religious rituals" are also included in the function-process.
The functions of "contribution to the continuity and stability of culture" and "
contribution to the integration of society” can be examined in the function-finality.
Other findings of this study include explaining the concepts of "equivalent function"
and "dysfunction"” and mentioning some examples of Ta’ziye in Xansar Qudjan.

CONCLUSION

Ta’ziye, as a musical religious ritual, plays an important role in preserving and
disseminating religious beliefs and unity of Shia Islam in Iran. Therefore, the final
function of music, as part of the structure of this ritual, corresponds to the realization
of the above goal. In addition, it also has other functions responding to some of the
individual, group or social needs of participants. The study of the musical content of
Qudjan Taziye shows that all musical functions in Alan Merriam’s proposed list fully
express the goals and results of using music in this ritual.

The use of music is not always aimed at achieving specific and largely positive
goals, and in some cases, they may appear in a social institution in contravention of
their functions. These types of musical conditions in human activities can be
investigated under the title "music dysfunctions". Rozexani in Ta’ziye translation of
Ta’ziye-nameh poems, singing for men instead of women, the selection of
inappropriate themes, perform unnecessary tones and characterization by Sabih are
some of the types of music dysfunctions in the Ta’ziye of Qudjan Xansar, which
occurs as a result of the behavior of Sabih-xanan, Moein al-boka and Bani. Paying
attention to the mentioned dysfunctions and eliminating them has an important
role in improving the quality of Ta’ziye scenes and generally increasing the success
of this ritual to its participants. On the other hand, the continuation and spread of
dysfunctions can, by making changes in the way of using music, causes disruption
in the functions of Ta’ziye music and ultimately prevent the realization of the goal
of holding this ritual.

NOVELTY

As a result of lack of proper conception of the goals and results of the use of music
in Ta'zieh, especially in the thought of its organizers, the possibility of a change in
the musical content and perhaps its destruction is not unlikely. Therefore, a
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INTRODUCTION

Ta’ziye is a recreation of a historical-religiously event in Iran to mourn the
martyrdom of Imam Hussein (Prophet Muhammad’s grandson and the third Shia
Imam) and his companions in 680 AD at the hands of then tyrant Yazid. The main
purpose of the ritual is to preserve the Shia religious beliefs and promote the moral
values of Islam and ideals of Imam Hussein in Iran. The structure of this ritual is
based on Iranian cultural and artistic elements that are used to achieve the above
purpose. Music is one of the structural elements of Ta’ziye that gives this ritual a
Musical tenet. To many, Ta’ziye sonic events are not "'music” but "good voice" to
perform devotional activities. This view doesn’t consider the use of music in the
Ta’ziye commemoration. But there is different view in this regard as well, with some
Ta’ziye researchers, while comparing the audio content of this ritual and Iranian
classical music, believe that Ta’ziye music is having a dramatic role during the
event. To this view, music has a special function in the "process” of holding Ta’ziye.
Among the above views, the function of music in meeting some individual and
social needs of those participating in Ta’ziye has not been considered by
researchers.

PURPOSE

Music, as organized human sounds, emerges from individual or group activities of
human beings (Blacking, 1974, p. 10) and helps meet some of their needs.
Therefore, in addition to the functions mentioned above, music has other roles in
societies. In the ethnomusicological literature, these types of musical roles are called
"function” and were first expressed by Alan P. Merriam (1964). In this article, while
revising Merriam’s views, we have examined the functions of Ta’ziye music.
Therefore, the purpose of this article is to study the goals of using music in Ta’ziye
and also to examine its impact on the people participating in this ritual.

METHODOLOGY

This is a fundamental research based on a quality method which has been
conducted with the content analysis. Xansar Qudjan is one of the most important
centers for holding Ta’ziye in Iran, which has been selected as a case study in this
paper. The data are based on field study in the manner of "participant observation”,
collected from Xansar Qudjan. The use of audio-visual files of 70 Ta’ziye
assemblage implemented in Xansar Qudjan. Written resources are other methods of
collecting data. The theoretical framework of this paper is based on redefining the
concept of function based on the ideas proposed in the theoretical tendencies of
functionalism and structural functionalism in anthropology.
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ABSTRACT

Protecting and spreading religious beliefs is an ultimate goal of performing Ta’ziye
(in remembrance of the martyrdom of Imam Hussein and his companions) in Iran, a
ritual that includes several other structural elements, including music. In existing
researches on the subject, influenced by the above approach, none has considered the
use of music essential for this ritual and its participants. The current paper tries to
study the purpose of using music during Ta’ziye and its impact on the people
participating in this ritual. The concept of function as proposed in the basics of
ethnomusicology has formed a theoretical framework for this study. As such, the data
was collected through a field study and library sources and assessed using the content
analysis method. The findings show that all functions of music mentioned by
Merriam applied to Ta’ziye. The findings further suggest that the use of music by an
individual or group may act contrary to the actual musical functions of that activity.
In this article, Xansar Qudjan Ta’ziye has been taken as a case study to show
functions and dysfunctions of music during this religious event.

Keywords: Ta’ziye ritual, music of Ta’ziye, function, dysfunction, Qudjan

1. M.A. in Musicology, Department of Musicology, Faculty of Music, University of Art, Tehran, Iran
2. Associate Professor of Musicology, Department of Musicology, Faculty of Music, University
of Art, Tehran, Iran (Corresponding Author)

P4 meysami@art.ac.ir


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0

Iranian Cultural Research

6

Vol. 14
Issue 2
Summer 2021

Mohaddesi, H. (2011). Sociology of religion: An Iranian narrative (1% ed). Tehran. Iran: Nasr-
e Yadavaran.

Rastovac, H. (2009). Contending with Censorship: The Underground Music Scene in Urban
Iran. Intersections Online. 10(2), 59-82.

Samadzade. M. (2018). Musiqi-ye Irani az Engelab ta konun [Iranian music since the
Revolution]. Radio Zamane. Reterived from radiozamaneh.com/422049

Sarvi, H., Mohadesi, H., & Samim, R. (2019). Contemporary religious attitudes and music
conditions in post-revolutionary Iran. Journal of Iranian Socilogical Association, 20(1),
142-165. doi: 10.22034/]S1.2019.38570

Sarvi. H. (2009). Tahlil-e goftemanha-ye musiqi dar Iran-e mo’aser (1906-2006) [Analysis of
music discourses in contemporary Iran 1906-2006] (M.A. Thesis). Faculty of Social
Sciences, University of Allame Tabataba’i, Tehran. Iran.

Sarvi. H. (2019). Nesbat-e din va musiqi dar Iran-e mo’aser (1971-2015): Motale’e-ye
jame’esenaxti-ye tolid va masraf-e musiqi [The Relationship between religion and music
in contemporary Iran (1971-2015): A sociological study of music production and
consumption]. (Unpublished doctoral dissertation). Faculty of Social Sciences, Islamic
Azad University, Central Branch, Tehran, Iran.

Semati, M. (2017). Sounds like Iran: On Popular Music of Iran. The International Journal of
Media and Culture, 15(3), 155-162. doi: 10.1080/15405 702.2017.1343609

Tagg, P. (2002). Towards a definition of ‘Music’ (N. Choobine, Trans). Journal of Musiqi-ye
Mahur, 16, 149-158.

Weber, M. (2003). Religion, power, society (1* ed.; A. Tadayyon. Trans). Tehran. Iran: Nasr-e
Hermes.

Witkin, R. W. (1995). Art and Social Structure. Cambridge, UK: Polity Press.

Wolterstorff, N. (2015). Din va Zibayienasi [Religion and Aestetistics]. In A. Ramin Rad,
Mabani-ye jame’e- Sendsi-ye honar [Foundations of Art Sociology]. (6% ed.). Tehran.
Iran: Nadr-e Ney.


http://library.alzahra.ac.ir:8080/site/catalogue/281138
http://library.alzahra.ac.ir:8080/site/catalogue/281138
https://depts.washington.edu/chid/intersections_Spring_2009/Heather_Rastovac_The_Underground_Music_Scene_in_Urban_Iran.pdf
https://depts.washington.edu/chid/intersections_Spring_2009/Heather_Rastovac_The_Underground_Music_Scene_in_Urban_Iran.pdf
https://www.radiozamaneh.com/422049/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+radiozamaaneh%2FMTcd+%28Radio+Zamaneh%29
https://www.radiozamaneh.com/422049/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+radiozamaaneh%2FMTcd+%28Radio+Zamaneh%29
http://www.jsi-isa.ir/article_38570.html?lang=en
http://www.jsi-isa.ir/article_38570.html?lang=en
http://www.jsi-isa.ir/article_38570.html?lang=en
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/7eb59a3614fb8a9bac425a1d43cb4549
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/7eb59a3614fb8a9bac425a1d43cb4549
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/7eb59a3614fb8a9bac425a1d43cb4549
https://en.irandoc.ac.ir/
https://en.irandoc.ac.ir/
https://en.irandoc.ac.ir/
https://en.irandoc.ac.ir/
https://en.irandoc.ac.ir/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/15405702.2017.1343609
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/15405702.2017.1343609
http://doi.org/10.1080/15405%20702.2017.1343609
https://www.tagg.org/teaching/musdef.pdf
https://www.tagg.org/teaching/musdef.pdf
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=546718&pageStatus=2&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=546718&pageStatus=2&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://library.lincoln.ac.uk/items/32396
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=1202366&pageStatus=2&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=1202366&pageStatus=2&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=1202366&pageStatus=2&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Al-Farugi, L. I. (2000). Music, musicians and Muslim law. In: M.R. Lotfi, the 4th Sheida Book
year: Collection of papers on Music (PP. 81-124). Tehran, Iran: Nasr-e Xorsid.

Amir Mazaheri, A. M., & Azizi, E. (2013). Xastgah va ¢isti-ye musigi-ye zirzamini az manzar-
e jame’eSenasi [The origin and nature of underground music from a sociological
perspective]. Journal of Ketab-e Mah-e Olum-e Ejtema’i, 72, 54-60.

Asadi, H. (2006). Consolidated Tradition, Frozen Radif: Questioning the Musical Tradition.
[Mahour music]. Journal of Musigi-ye Mahur, 34, 209-220.

Bastide, R. (2017). Honar va jame’e [Art et Societe] (2* ed.; Q. Hoseyni, Trans.). Tehran.
Iran: Nasr-e Tus.

Beygi, S. (2011). Nags-e hokumat dar heliyyat va hormat-e musiqi az didgah-e foqaha [The role
of government in the legitimacy and sanctity of music from the point of view of jurists]
(M.A Thesis). Faculty of Quranic Sciences, University of Quran and Hadith, Tehran, Iran.

Davis. C. (2008). Religion and the making of society: Essays in social theology (1% ed.; H.
Mohaddesi Gilvayi & H. Babolhavaeji, Trans.). Tehran. Iran. Nasr-e Yad avaran.

Giddens. A. (1997). Socialogy (M. Saburi, Trans). Tehran, Iran: Nasr-e Ney.

Haji-yan, Z., Borzu-yi, M., & Zaman mohammadi, A. (2015). Barresi-ye musiqi az manzar-e
fegh [A study of music from the perspective of jurisprudence]. 1* Scientific Research
Conference on the Development and Promotion of Educational Sciences and Psychology,
Sociology and Social Sciences of Iran (Pp 1-13), Tehran, Iran.

Inglis, D., & Hughson, J. (2018). Sociological reflection on art. in The Sociology of Art: Ways
of Seeing (3 ed.; J. Mohammadi, Trans.). Tehran. Iran: Nasr-e Ney. (Original work
Published 2005)

Irani Qomi, A. (1991). Hast goftar piramun-e haqiqat-e musiqi-ye qendyi [Eight speeches on
the truth of lyrical music]. Tehran. Iran: Howze-ye Honari.

Irani Qomi, A. (1995). Musiqi dar seyr-e talaqi-ye andiSe-ha va panj resale-ye feqhi-ye farsi
[Music in the crossroads of thoughts and five Persian jurisprudential treatises]. Tehran.
Iran: Howze-ye Honari.

Lyn, J. (2008). Ce vaqt honar, honar mi$avad? Arzyabi-ye nazariye-ye Meydan-e Honari-ye
Pierre Bourdieu [When does art become art? Evaluation of Pierre Bourdieu Art Theory]
(M. Razavi, Trans). Journal of Art,78, 116-139.

Maghazei, M. (2014). Trends in Contemporary Conscious Music in Iran. LES Middle East
Center Paper Series/ 03.

Meysami, S. H. (2007). Tahlil-e Mabahes-e feqhi ba’d az Engelab-e Eslami va ta’sir-e an bar
hayat-e musiqayi-ye KeSvar [Analysis of jurisprudential issues after the Islamic
Revolution and its impact on the musical life of the country]. Tehran, Iran: Research
Center for Culture, Art and Communications.

Iranian Cultural Research

5

Abstract


http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/1070328
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/1070328
https://www.noormags.ir/view/en/articlepage/1022091/%d8%ae%d8%a7%d8%b3%d8%aa%da%af%d8%a7%d9%87-%d9%88-%da%86%db%8c%d8%b3%d8%aa%db%8c-%d9%85%d9%88%d8%b3%db%8c%d9%82%db%8c-%d8%b2%db%8c%d8%b1%d8%b2%d9%85%db%8c%d9%86%db%8c-%d8%a7%d8%b2-%d9%85%d9%86%d8%b8%d8%b1-%d8%ac%d8%a7%d9%85%d8%b9%d9%87-%d8%b4%d9%86%d8%a7%d8%b3%db%8c
https://www.noormags.ir/view/en/articlepage/1022091/%d8%ae%d8%a7%d8%b3%d8%aa%da%af%d8%a7%d9%87-%d9%88-%da%86%db%8c%d8%b3%d8%aa%db%8c-%d9%85%d9%88%d8%b3%db%8c%d9%82%db%8c-%d8%b2%db%8c%d8%b1%d8%b2%d9%85%db%8c%d9%86%db%8c-%d8%a7%d8%b2-%d9%85%d9%86%d8%b8%d8%b1-%d8%ac%d8%a7%d9%85%d8%b9%d9%87-%d8%b4%d9%86%d8%a7%d8%b3%db%8c
https://www.noormags.ir/view/en/articlepage/1022091/%d8%ae%d8%a7%d8%b3%d8%aa%da%af%d8%a7%d9%87-%d9%88-%da%86%db%8c%d8%b3%d8%aa%db%8c-%d9%85%d9%88%d8%b3%db%8c%d9%82%db%8c-%d8%b2%db%8c%d8%b1%d8%b2%d9%85%db%8c%d9%86%db%8c-%d8%a7%d8%b2-%d9%85%d9%86%d8%b8%d8%b1-%d8%ac%d8%a7%d9%85%d8%b9%d9%87-%d8%b4%d9%86%d8%a7%d8%b3%db%8c
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/263086615_Consolidated_Tradition_Frozen_Radif_Questioning_the_Musical_Tradition
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/263086615_Consolidated_Tradition_Frozen_Radif_Questioning_the_Musical_Tradition
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=5303698&pageStatus=2&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=5303698&pageStatus=2&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/5953d3e64bdb61e9ea1fa3702512d2bc
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/5953d3e64bdb61e9ea1fa3702512d2bc
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/5953d3e64bdb61e9ea1fa3702512d2bc
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=1085978&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=1085978&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=513134&pageStatus=2&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://civilica.com/doc/408410/
https://civilica.com/doc/408410/
https://civilica.com/doc/408410/
https://civilica.com/doc/408410/
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=4301235&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=4301235&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=4301235&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=494124&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=494124&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=99292&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=99292&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=99292&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://www.noormags.ir/view/en/creator/95528/%d8%ac%d8%b1%d9%85%db%8c_%d8%a7%d9%81_%d9%84%db%8c%d9%86
https://www.noormags.ir/view/en/creator/95528/%d8%ac%d8%b1%d9%85%db%8c_%d8%a7%d9%81_%d9%84%db%8c%d9%86
https://www.noormags.ir/view/en/creator/95528/%d8%ac%d8%b1%d9%85%db%8c_%d8%a7%d9%81_%d9%84%db%8c%d9%86
https://www.academia.edu/7446462/Trends_in_Contemporary_Conscious_Music_in_Iran
https://www.academia.edu/7446462/Trends_in_Contemporary_Conscious_Music_in_Iran
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=1718540&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=1718540&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=1718540&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=1718540&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author

the music domain; 2) People interested in music; 3) Official institutions in charge of
music affairs 4) Religious forces affiliated to the tendency of religious protectionism.
Meanwhile, music activists, people interested in music and consumers of musical
products stand side by side but they do not reject the prevailing religious view. But
the forces of the conservative religious tendency are so powerful that in many cases
they question the performance of official institutions in charge of music, such as the
Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance, and in many cases invalidate the licenses
issued by it.

NOVELTY
Research novelties include:
1. Assisting the cultural policy-making in the country's music sector;

2. Assisting the decision-making process and managers as well as senior officials
in the country's music sector;

3. Helping to recognize the cultural atmosphere and existing tendencies of

families towards music on the one hand and Sharia-oriented views on the other.
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data tools. Likewise, statistics published by the Music Division of the Ministry of
Culture and Islamic Guidance were used as a tool in the second approach. Overall,
the research data include three categories: reports presented by music and training
offices as well as through cultural and artistic activities of the Ministry of Culture
and Islamic Guidance. That also takes into account 26 members of the country's
music elite as key informants and news related to conflicts and disputes between
musicians and religious scholars, published between 1971 and 2018.

The research data are classified into three categories: 1) Surveys, opinions,
disputes and controversies between musicians, officials, religious scholars and
sources of emulation during the years 1971 to 2018, 2) Interviews with managers in
the musical domain and prominent music figures in Iran such as singers and etc.
and 3) data related to the volume of production and licenses for various genres of
music during different presidential terms.

FINDINGS

Findings related to disputes and controversies published by the media, interviews
with the country's music elite, and statistics released by the Music Division of the
Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance show that the country's music had faced
various challenges over the past decade hence, apart from jurisprudential and
religious positioning some other factors led to strengthening and sometimes
weakening of music in the country. Also, a comparative data analysis showed that
there is a kind of compatibility and convergence between these findings, that is,
music was completely weakened in the 1980s due to the dominance of the religious
view. Nevertheless, the evolution of the media could change the atmosphere since
the mid-1990s in favor of music publication. With the coming of the reformist
government, which had a restorative religious stance, music became better.
However, conservative tendencies of the Ahmadinejad government, in the turn of
the century, could see music stagnated in production and supply in record. Finally,
in the years 2014 to 2018, during the presidency of Hassan Rouhani, the music
encountered with strong opposition from conservatives.

CONCLUSION

The results of this study showed that sociologically, the dominance of religious
thought in contemporary Iran in the face of social pressure demanding music in the
Iranian society is periodically in retreat and the social credibility of the dominant
religious approach to music is becoming less and less and its ability to withstand the
pressure has been further weakened. The ever-increasing interest in music in
contemporary Iran and its consumption is clearly inconsistent with the dominant
religious attitude in Iran. There are currently four forces that determine the state of
music and among them some forms of friction and conflict prevail: 1) Activists in
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INTRODUCTION

Music is an art arising from the inner instincts of the man and considered to be a
spiritual need and, like any art, can have diverse in forms. Islam’s relations with art
and music are one of the most important and practical issues. The words ‘song’ and
‘music’ are not used in the holy Qur'an, but there are verses, the narration of one of
which is seen to be referring to ‘song’. Currently, music with its various forms is
being used for different purposes and functions hence; many varieties of it are
produced and offered to the audience. These types affect the human as well as their
psyche in different ways. As a matter of fact, there are diverse views and opinions
about music that have led to many changes in their production and consumption in
Iran over the past few decades. That has also gone along with the widespread of
modernity and related elements leading to conflicts between different cultural
arenas. In the meantime, tradition too, sometimes in the form of insight, attitude
and artistic style, and sometimes in the form of religious custom has emerged
against those conflicts. In the Iranian society, due to the prevailing ideology and
legal duty of the government, with regard to their support for cultural production
and consumption and subsequently meeting social and cultural needs of the people
on the one hand and the key role of jurisprudence and its various legal foundations
on the other, it seems that the political system has become more and more confused
about music and despite formal laws, a coherent policy towards this art has not yet
been adopted. This situation has caused officials or individuals such as leaders of
Friday sermons or judicial officials who do not have a direct role in the process of
issuing or revoking official licenses, to enter in this arena and create a kind of
conflict.

PURPOSE

The main purpose of this study is to investigate issues arising from the relationship
between religion and music in contemporary Iran. In order to achieve this goal, the
researchers seek to find answers to these questions: What positions has the
government taken regarding music during 1971 to 2018 and what strategies music
activists have adopted in relation to the positions of jurists in the field of music? In
other words, the study, in order to achieve its main goal, seeks to identify the
strategies of music activists and users by considering jurisprudential postures and
religious approaches to music.

METHODOLOGY

The study has used 1) qualitative approach by taking into account historical method
and oral history and 2) analytical approach based on available data. In the first
approach and in the historical method, historical documents and newspapers, and
in the oral history section, interviews with the country's music elites were used as
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ABSTRACT

This paper discusses the government's view on contemporary Iranian music as well as
the relationship between religion and art during the years 1971 to 2018. Thus, the
relationship between the two institutions of religion and art was examined through
sociological perspectives. For that matter, qualitative and analytical approaches were
applied, with the first relying on historical method where the tool was historical
documents (newspapers) and oral history (interviews with elites) and the second
analyzing the statistics published by the Music Division of the Ministry of Culture
and Islamic Guidance. In terms of data type, this is a historical research. The required
data include three categories published by national press between 1971 and 2018,
data related to interviewees and those published by the Music Division of the
Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance from 1982 to 2018. The results showed that
the media information, interviews and the Music Bureau data are in one direction
with regard to the state of music between 1971 and 2018 in a way that music was
completely weakened in the 1980s due to the dominance of religious view on the
country. The present study, by examining three data groups, showed the stage of
challenges the two institutions of religion and art have faced in contemporary Iran.
These challenges have, sometimes, led to severe stances of active and effective forces
in these two social institutions against each other. However, artistic forces are
gradually in the process to free themselves from the domination of religious
institutions and gain independence.

Keywords: music, religious conservatism, religious restoration, religious reconstruction
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