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1. subsystem
2. Positivisme
3. Modes of Representation
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1. Ernesto Laclau

2. Chantel Mouffe
3. Martin Heidegger
4. Ontic

5. Ontological
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1. Jacques Ranciere
2. Roland Barthes
3. Douglas Kellner
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1. Paul Cézanne
2.S. Hall
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2. Ludwig Josef Johann Wittgenstein
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1. Bernard Clover
2. Pastoro
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1. Isaac Newton
2. Pastoral
3. Corvin
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1. Little Red Book
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CONCLUSION

The results showed that factors such as neglecting the role of citizens, type of
political structure, increasing expectations, and accumulation of poverty and misery
have led to social apathy. Moreover, conditions and factors such as social loafing,
inability to express self, economization of culture, legal gaps, the inefficiency of the
educational system, tradition turmoil, kinship, low efficiency of non-governmental
organizations, the inefficiency of government, social hysteria, and media
dysfunction are the underlying and intervening factors that have caused and
contributed to the phenomenon of social apathy and its strategies. In general, the
abstraction from all categories of the present study manifested the concept of “social
disorganization” as the central and core category. Social disorganization reflects the
results of all interviews and analyses performed in all categories of the study.
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were extracted based on the open coding process. Then, based on axial coding, the
concepts with similar and the same themes were separately divided as sub-
categories. In this stage, 73 sub-categories were extracted. Then, similar themes in
sub-categories were integrated into some core categories that had a higher level of
abstraction than the sub-categories. In this stage, 32 core categories were achieved.
Finally, in the selective coding, all core categories were provided in an abstract and
scientific term under the core category that covered all the concepts of the core
categories and the previous categories.

It should be noted that after the selective coding, a paradigmatic model was used
to link the concepts and categories including the causal conditions, underlying
conditions, intervening conditions, strategies, and consequences.

The following table shows the concepts, sub-categories, and core categories
based on the type of categories.

Table 1. Concepts, sub-categories, and core categories

Type of Category Concept Sub-category Core category
Causal conditions 47 18 8

Underlying conditions 62 21 10

Intervening conditions 24 7

Strategy 18 9

Consequence 58 18

Total 209 73 32

In axial coding and to identify the causal conditions, 8 core categories were
identified as the causal factors. They included neglecting the role of citizens, type of
political structure, increasing expectations, selfish individualism, the decline of
collective loyalty, relationship disorder, socio-economic inequalities, and the
accumulation of poverty and misery.

In addition, 10 core categories were identified as underlying conditions. They
included social loafing, inability to express self, economization in culture, legal gaps,
tradition turmoil, low efficiency of non-governmental organizations, the
inefficiency of the educational system, kinship, distrust trap, and social isolation.

In addition to underlying conditions, intervening conditions also led to
increased or reduced apathy. The present study identified 3 core categories as the
intervening factors. They included inefficient government, social hysteria, and
media dysfunction.

In this regard, the phenomenon of social apathy can be considered as the result
of conditions that cause interactions and lead to consequences.

Iranian Cultural Research

35

Abstract



Iranian Cultural Research

34

Vol. 14
Issue 3
Autumn 2021

INTRODUCTION

One of the most important issues with which developing societies face is the
phenomenon of social apathy. It is a state “in which the person consciously becomes
indifferent or suppressing to environmental, human, and emotional issues and
his/her social life” (Sedaghatifard, 2013, 15). In such a state, the people in social
processes act passively and show little interest in influencing events and decision-
making; therefore, in the form of passive social units, they are deprived of self-
confidence and a collective general orientation (Shahb Samani, 2016, 247-248). The
results of national research and surveys have indicated that Iranian society is
experiencing the phenomenon of social apathy. Social apathy and its persistence in
political actions and imperceptible rise of passive emotions can, on the one hand,
makes the ground for concentrating power on certain individuals and, on the other
hand, these individuals are not criticized socially and politically, and increasingly
ignore the public’s interests (Bashiriye, 1993, 42). In addition, apathy in executive
institutions and various organizations jeopardizes the achievement of
organizational goals, reducing efficiency and effectiveness. “The spirit of apathy in
employees’ behavior demotivates them to work and try, which leads to an apathetic
organization” (Kafe, 2003; cited in Danaei & Eslami, 2011).

PURPOSE

The main purpose of the present study was to investigate the phenomenon of social
apathy in the province of Ilam and to find its causes and consequences. To this end,
the authors sought to investigate the participants’ perception and interpretation of
social apathy and analyze the causal factors, causes, and underlying factors of social
apathy as well as the consequences of the issue from the participants’ points of view.

METHODOLOGY

The methodology used in this study was qualitative and of the “grounded theory”
type. The sampling method was purposive and theoretical. The most important
collecting data tool was the interview, and the researchers achieved theoretical
saturation after 28 interviews. Regarding the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic
and the limitations of face-to-face interviews, the research team decided to conduct
the interviews electronically. The interviews were conducted in two synchronous
and asynchronous forms. Then, all the transcribed interviews were coded in two
stages. Coding reduced the number of concepts and led to categories by which the
core category was achieved. Finally, a conceptual model was provided through
which the causes and consequences of social apathy were determined and analyzed.

FINDINGS

Extracting the texts of interviews with 28 participants and the researcher's personal
experiences and perception, 236 categories were extracted, of which 209 concepts
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ABSTRACT

Apathy is a passive activity in which individuals avoid active engagement and
altruism while lacking interest in or concern about social problems. This paper aims
to analyze social apathy in Ilam province and find its causes and consequences. The
study was conducted by a qualitative method according to the grounded theory
approach and using purposive sampling strategies (theoretical sampling). The
required data were collected through interviews with 28 participants. Data were
analyzed using the Strauss and Corbin coding paradigm in three stages of open, axial,
and selective coding. As the results showed, ignorance of citizens’ role, political
structure, rising expectations, selfish individualism, the decline in collective loyalty,
social trade-offs, socioeconomic inequalities, and the accumulation of poverty and
misery were the causal factors. Besides, the contextual factors included social loafing,
non-assertiveness, economization of culture, legal gap, failure of the training system,
the chaos of tradition, nepotism, low-performance civil organizations, and
isolationism. Finally, government inefficiency, collective hysteria, and media
malfunction were intervening factors. As the findings of the study show, ‘social
disorganization’ was the main core of the research, which results from causal,
contextual, and intervening factors.
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NOVELTY

In Iran, in order to combat the human and financial consequences of COVID-19,
universities were closed in line with global health policies, and virtual classes replaced
the traditional form of education. In Iran, the formation of virtual classes led to some
debates and criticisms from social / educational policy perspectives. The formation of
these classes has been associated with special social consequences for the main actors
of education (professors and students), so that recognizing these consequences can, to
some extent, help education policy makers in removing educational barriers and
facing to this crisis. Based on such a perspective, the present study can be the
beginning of extensive research in this field.
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traditional forms of schooling such as (supervising exams, monitoring research
progress, and complete view of the physical class), a reality that eventually leads to the
fall from their sacred role. Although even in this education system, a professor follows
the banking model of education and, therefore, keeps his/her status to a great extent.
Still, the students express their annoyance and anger toward online classes and the
atmosphere they create. In conclusion, the students who could voice their opinions
more easily, and keep traditional classrooms from becoming dull and lifeless,
expressed their viewpoints alongside the professor's dominion over the class and
advance toward the betterment of their education. However, limitation on the
learning method is an issue that has probably failed to flourish virtual learning.

In addition, another part of the research findings was concerned with the quality
of education, both learning and teaching, in online classes compared to traditional
forms of classrooms (in-person classes). The students and instructors both were of the
opinion that neither of the two took the material and the nature of the classes
seriously. According to the findings, neither party showed any serious interest or
intention in exchanging educational material in the classroom (compared to
traditional forms of classrooms), the reason for such unwillingness is the perceived
transitory and superficiality of the virtual learning environment. In other words,
neither the students show any interest in the profound learning of the material nor the
professors are serious enough to transfer their knowledge and understanding to the
students. In addition, due to the students' widespread interaction with electronic
texts, almost all classes are taking up a form of PowerPoint-based learning and
teaching method, an issue which could eventually turn students indifferent to wisdom
and active life.

Based on the findings, it can be concluded that participating in virtual learning,
due to the country's educational system's structural defects as well as the lack of real
communication and explicit experience of class participation, has given rise to the
formation of a mechanical, behavioral, and mental model of communication between
the student and professor. This has made the students fed up with learning and also
abolished the graceful and respected status of the professor; in a way that the
professors who used to be in close contact with the students in the pre-COVID-19 era,
enjoyed a more physical form of communication with them that was more humane
than what is being offered today in virtual learning environments. In general, the
findings suggest that the use of technology in education defiles professors' holy and
respected status. Most students believe that the online classes are not a suitable
environment for learning but a place where one is obliged to attend for the sake of
passing the mark; in other words, these students sole desire for participating in these
classes was to pass the requirements for moving to a higher level.
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give in to grading mechanisms. Regarding the next category, "changing the role of the
professor in online classrooms; from storing information to knowledge supporters,
and inefficient and ineffective online classes," the findings revealed a considerable
change in the student/professor interactions as a result of the globalization of online
classes, making room for new role models. One such transformation is the concerned
role of professors in such classrooms. In this new environment, the professors are now
the supporters and stimulators of students than the source of information; in other
words, their role has changed from transmitting masses and masses of information to
providing cooperative support for their students. In this new model, the professors are
no longer in the center of classrooms rather they are merely assistants to the students.
In a nutshell, the findings revealed that most students and professors have an
unpleasant online learning experience and believed that these sorts of classes were far
from a desirable learning environment.

CONCLUSION

The findings show that online classrooms are at a great disadvantage compared to the
traditional forms of teaching. As a result, with a change from physical to virtual, many
opportunities, functions, and roles the university previously executed are now lost or
are in decadence. According to most students, the move abolishes the physical
interaction and dialogues between the parties (student/student, student/professor,
professor/professor), replacing it with a mechanical process of transferring teaching
materials from one end (the sender) to another (the receiver); an issue that will
eventually lead to negative impacts on the students' learning process, creativity,
activity, and empowerment. The professors and instructors, too, believe that the
globalization of this form of teaching in Iran has changed its role in online classrooms,
changing from information resources to knowledge supporters. In addition, another
considerable negative impact of such classes has been the loss of interactions and
discussions among academic community (scientific activists) of the university.

Students and professors also expressed contradictory viewpoints regarding virtual
learning. Some emphasized the importance of attending such classes, while others put
more weight on carrying out assigned research projects. Some believed that the new
learning method had abolished the traditional holy and respectful aroma around
professors, while others described online classrooms as perfectly favorable for lazy
students. Students, too, expressed varying viewpoints. Some believed that the
professors had taken the new learning environment too seriously and that their strict
teaching had annoyed them; others described the online classroom environment as
dull, lifeless, and such. In the light of these contradictory viewpoints, the professors, as
superior and with great capital, who enjoyed considerable respect and a sacred status
in the traditional teaching approach, are now faced with a fall from grace, their place
and superiority declining in virtual classrooms. Such an environment limits the
professors' accessibility to their instruments of control, which they could use in



METHODOLOGY

The study uses a phenomenological method to understand the problem of lived
experiences of professors and students in virtual classes that were started in the
aftermath of the Coronavirus outbreak.

FINDINGS

The analysis of the research findings categorized them under various topics such as
"interaction eradication, inadaptable atmosphere, the experience of unpleasant and
non-optional presence in online classes, the failure to internalize shared
communications, showing up to classes for the sake of grades, changing the role of a
professor in online classes; from storing information to knowledge supporters, and
inefficient and ineffective online classrooms." Each category refers to a particular part
of the research findings. The "interaction eradication" refers to the eradication of all
physical interactions and dialogues among students as a result of moving them to an
online environment. These are, instead, replaced with a kind of mechanic and
banking transaction of teaching materials from one end (the sender) to another (the
receiver). The second category refers to the unwillingness and lack of motivation
among students for the exchange of educational materials due to the transitory nature
of the virtual world; in other words, neither the students are eager to the profound
learning of materials, nor are the professors serious enough to transfer their
knowledge and understanding to the students.

In addition, due to the students' widespread interaction with electronic texts,
almost all classes are taking up a form of PowerPoint-based learning and teaching
methods. Based on the findings, the third category points to the experience of many
students who show up to their online classes merely for the sake of getting an
acceptable grades and passing the units, so they do not have to face penalties; their
presence is merely superficial, not really interested in learning the material rather
passing mandatory presence requirements. The fourth category points to the fact that
the students and professors see the online learning space as an obligatory and
unmotivated environment. On the one hand, the professors, who play the role of
information resources, see these online classes as something unwanted and transitory,
who often bring up unrelated discussions, unannounced question-answer sessions,
and protracted roll calls for the sake of wasting away the class time, on the other hand,
the students, too, are mere witnesses to the events of the class, aloof from any
constructive participation, for the sake of passing their unit's requirements. Regarding
the fifth category, some students express their intention to pass as their only desire for
showing up to online classes.

According to testimonies of these students, their only intention in showing up to
online classes is to "pass the mark and move on to higher levels of education.” In such
an environment, the goal is not to understand the material and wisdom offered but to

Iranian Cultural Research

27

Abstract



Iranian Cultural Research

26

Vol. 14
Issue 3
Autumn 2021

INTRODUCTION

In recent decades, Iranian universities, as a social community, have faced certain
challenges leading to the frustration of those institutions in fulfilling their obligations
as places of knowledge and wisdom. Apart from all fundamental and infrastructure
problems, the social status of university in Iran, and indeed all academic communities,
are facing with unprecedented and unforeseen obstacles due to the Coronavirus crisis.
The epidemic has made the traditional teaching approach impossible, at least for the
moment, with professors and students unable to have their physical presence in
classrooms, at least until the COVID-19 crisis is under control. Instead, classrooms
have now moved to the virtual world. At this particular period, due to the global crisis,
a university is not only struggling with the advancement of knowledge but also fails to
fulfill its other functions, including its role as a social hub for academic gatherings,
close student/student and student/professor relationships, etc. In actuality, this crisis
has spread and maimed all the opportunities that the university could offer in its
traditional form, opportunities that were at least sacred for ideological and evaluative
purposes, through which exemplary students could be identified and encouraged to
move on to higher levels of knowledge, also for the generation of an academically
competitive environment. It appears that the COVID-19 outbreak has caused the
university to shed all its false skin, leaving it bear with a mechanical/virtual
mechanism, in which, even the idea of the student as a self-subsisting individual in the
role of an active learner on online platforms has been put aside, shadowed by the
COVID-19 crisis.

It further appears that the country's current higher education system follows a
model based on a superordinate-subordinate relationship between the student and the
instructor. This superordinate-subordinate relationship between students and
professors and their online behavior toward each other has given birth to various
viewpoints on the matter. In this reciprocal system existing between a student and a
professor, the latter is standing superior, in balance with his/her economic, social,
symbolic, and cultural capital he/she supervises, administers, rules, lectures, orders,
distributes, and scores; in other words the entire class revolves around the professor,
while the student does not have much capital and is, therefore, given no other choice
but to follow orders. It appears that this matter has created various viewpoints
regarding the virtual learning, a method that is professor-oriented and gives rise to
contradictory viewpoints between learners and teachers. Based on this prospect, the
current research seeks to investigate the lived experiences of students and professors
in the virtual learning environment during COVID-19.

PURPOSE

This research aims to investigate the lived experiences of professors and students in
online classrooms during the COVID-19 crisis.
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ABSTRACT

Conducted as a phenomenological qualitative research, the present study aims to
explore the lived experiences of university professors and students with online classes
during the Covid-19 pandemic. The statistical population consists of all the
professors and students of the University of Kurdistan who either had taught/taken
online classes before the coronavirus outbreak or experienced them for the first time
during the pandemic. The theoretical saturation was reached after interviewing 31
students and professors. The findings suggest that, as opposed to traditional
education, online classes led to the decline and loss of various academic
opportunities, functions, and roles. According to most of the students surveyed, in
the absence of physical classes, interaction and dialog among and between both sides
(student-student, student-professor, and professor-professor) diminished
dramatically. And, they were rather replaced by a form of mechanical, one-
dimensional transfer of knowledge from a “transmitter” to a “receiver,” negatively
affecting the learning, creativity, productivity, and skills of students. According to the
professors, the rise in online classes in Iran has changed their role from “keepers of
information” to, at best, “protectors of knowledge.” Most of the professors also
believed that another unwanted outcome of the spread of online education had been
the loss of interaction and dialog among the university’s faculty members.
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CONCLUSION

Money still seems to be a serious contradiction to a young Iranian. Though it is an
alternative to his happiness and a facilitator in his life, there exists a serious
contradiction in money itself: inherent limitation. The findings also show that
money is a benchmark for social credibility. Since money is considered to be a
differentiation factor among the younger generation, it could lead to aggregate
disintegration as well as acceptance of voluntary identities, and it might, above all,
cause the dominance of economic rationality and individual accounting on society;
This is largely due to the potential of money in objects valuation. An important
finding is that advising the young to practice morality and encouraging them to do
good deeds would deem useless without considering the role of money in charity
affairs and ways of earning it. Today's youth treat money merely as an end. In a
young's world, the quality of life appears to have been translated as numerical
quantities. In other words, this definition of money makes it necessary to overview
the family positions, religion, politics, and the media; Moral systems are inevitably
feasible in a society that does not exceed the action capacity of that society. It’s the
realistic performance of social institutions that prevent turning morality into a
social ideal and slogan.

NOVELTY

This study has examined the cultural aspects of money and its perception. In
addition, it has dealt with financial actors' experiences from non-economic points
of view at the individual level. Therefore, this work is of innovative importance. The
findings from his study could be useful for planners, managers of public and macro-
financial fields such as stock exchanges, and policymakers in the field of collective
behavior. The major limitation of this study is that it is limited to young economic
activists and could not be generalized.
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INTRODUCTION

Money, as the most prominent characteristic of economic rationality, is the simplest
notion arising from social relations. To possess impersonal elements of society,
money is separated into accountable quantities of human exchange, establishing the
dominance of economic exchange over modern human relations; therefore, money
as the nucleus of the modern economic system, translated as an accepted meaning
of exchange, keeps human's will captive in good fetish and results in the abstraction
of human relations in the context of private property (Frisbee and Fiterstone, 2000).
By this way, understanding the mechanism of action and reflection of this aspect
has been important in the cultural and economic behavior of individuals in society
and thus, it seems essential to identify the contexts that determine the definition of
this variable.

PURPOSE

The purpose of the current study is to answer how the young generation culturally
perceives money as a paper credit and sometimes a digital one and that how this
perception affects their financial and economic behaviors. In addition, this study
seeks to determine and identify those contexts which influence the cultural
perception of money, and have significant impacts on it.

METHOD

This study is qualitative in nature, and has been conducted using content analysis of
interviews as its approach. In this paper, Lincoln and Guba's evaluative criteria
were utilized to confirm the data credibility. Lincoln and Guba's indexes include
four-dimension criteria of credibility, transferability, dependability, and
confirmability. To establish whether the data were credible, two encoders were
employed, with the degree of agreement between two showing the data were
acceptable. To increase transferability, the researcher reported several
characteristics that arose from the study context or belonged to interviewees, such
as laughter, frowning, pausing, and observable emotional expressions. In order to
obtain reliability, the interviews were conducted in parallel and separately. The
results of the interviews were then compared with each other. The high degree of
consistency, as a result, indicated the degree of reliability of the research data.

FINDINGS

The findings show that money is culturally perceived in different ways among the
young generation including money as an end, indicator of social conflict, an
alternative to happiness, and benchmark for social credibility. On the other hand,
these perceptions could be attributed to priority of money function over money
usage, educational conflict, the dominance of thrift, overview of values and money-
based identity, power to will, the social trap of money, and the ambiguity within
monetary authorities.
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ABSTRACT

The economic actors’ behavior could not be understood in isolation, without
considering the influence of cultural factors. Although there has been less attention
paid to the role of culture in economic activism, it is of strategic importance,
especially among the youth because culture can affect their behavior valuation,
behavior purpose, and behavior standard. Therefore, the purpose of the current study
is to investigate the cultural perception of money among the young generation.
Analysis is based on a subtype of qualitative method: content analysis of the
interviews. The study population includes young economic activists aged between 18
and 32 years. The targeted sampling is based on criteria and non-homogeneous
method, reaching the theoretical saturation point with 12 subjects. Data are collected
using semi-structured interviews. The credibility of the collected data is confirmed by
credibility, transferability, dependability, and confirmability indexes, as well as by in
depth description, reference to interviewees, and two encoders. The findings show
that money is culturally perceived as an end, an indicator of social conflict, an
alternative to happiness, and a benchmark for social credibility among the young
generation; on the other hand, these perceptions could be attributed to priority of
money function over money usage, educational conflict, the dominance of thrift,
overview of values and money-based identity, will power, the social trap of money,
and the ambiguity within monetary authorities. In general, findings show that
ambiguity and contradiction in young people's understanding has caused the
perception of money to be changed compared to the past, enriching its function.
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producing new forms and new things, as in the matter of aesthetics, always in the
work of transgression, refusal, becoming, and deviation is from norms and
meanings, and like aesthetics belongs to the world of representations and pretense
or (in Deleuze's words), to the world of schizophrenia. It is as if the body, without
the limbs, rejects identity and opens up to its differences and all other differences.
This pretense is open to both internal and external differences. A clearer statement
is something more than this. In itself, there is a difference; self-difference or
difference in self. The same difference and openness of pretense and representation,
causes the embrace of color to always remain open to what is, and not to avoid
associating or substituting it with politics.

But politics, like Foucault's power, has two faces: positive and negative. What is
happening in the theater of the confrontation of power and resistance in our society
today is mostly a negative face of politics (here, color), because color, as a symbol of
signification, is increasingly on the way to replacing red languages with green heads.
Color is the same as Farabi's cryptography and interstellar writings, which challenge
the established symbolic order and distribution of the tangible (in Rancieére's
expression) and portray the ugliness of politics and power in the mirror of its
"right"; Hence, today we are witnessing a kind of "war of colors” or "war over
colors", in which true color turns victorious.

NOVELTY

Our society today has been increasingly experiencing a kind of politicization of
non-political and trivial matters (mostly concrete and supervising daily life). What
captivates every color is the antagonistic confrontation of power and resistance. In
this theater of confrontation, the more metaphorical and effective its symbolism is,
the greater and wider the possibility and talent of its political representation.
According to Foucault, the political implications of color are a function of the
relations between forces and the technologies of power. Wills for power and
resistance (as a form of power) paint their political cover and make politics out of it.



METHODOLOGY

The narration of a color is a narration as long as it appears only in the awe of one
color, and its narration turns into another the moment it is represented in the form
of a symbolic thing, or plays the role of a "real thing". To put it bluntly, one a
symbolic order paints its veil over reality, the color is emptied of what it was, and
various faces are painted over, and it hears and reads its story in the language and
words of others. Color, after invading the symbolic order, is no longer a color, but
something that can be voiced from a discourse perspective. According to Paul
Cézanne (1906-1839), "color is the place where the mind and the world intersect"
(Abolghasemi, 1397, 16); Therefore, colors are not separate from their
interpretation. Following Stuart Hall, we want to say: "We build and reconstruct the
world through representation .... There is nothing meaningful outside the discourse,
and discourse is a language or system of representation that expands politically and
socially to a set produces and distribute coherent meanings about an important
thematic area. Representation is intertwined with the relationship between power
and resistance; hence, the play of confrontation of power and resistance is the same
scene of the hegemonic game of representations and semantic implications.

FINDINGS

In fact, it is not colors that give meaning to specific political and social movements,
but it is political and cultural movements that give colors a special meaning and in
some cases cause "color phobia". It is obvious that during the war or during peaceful
activities, a storm of colors is created related to those events. The power of colors
has always been used to facilitate the differentiation of a group and to create
solidarity among the supporters of a particular sect, or to draw the line between
themselves and another; like yellow in Turkey, British red coats, French yellow
vests, and Nazi browns. So, color always opens a potential for new experiences of
the painter / politician, and his existence is always evolving.

CONCLUSION

The concept of color, in Wittgenstein’s terms, is an "open concept" that is inherently
challenging; hence, color is an essence of being and becoming: it does not cross a
bridge and a passage, except in this passage and bridge across, it finds a different
meaning. Thus, the concept of color is formed not at the level of intrinsic, but at the
level of references and functions. Hence, we should no longer assume the concept of
color as an advanced gift, we should not even suffice to refine it, but we should
create it ourselves (as Nietzsche wants us to do). This creation, as Deleuze puts it, is
an inherently political activity. The concept of color is created from employment
and the relationship of influence and affectivity with conditions, and like any other
concept, it is "a plurality” (Deleuze). It is precisely at this point that color (as an
aesthetic object) becomes political, and as an aesthetic matter, always in the work of
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INTRODUCTION

This article is a linguistic and aesthetic reflection on "color" until it finds a political
significance and then aesthetic becomes political. Language and speech imply in
both broad and original senses and signify in every said and unsaid word, form and
emotion, color and colorlessness, written and unwritten, sign and symbol and every
visible and invisible thing. In this case, everything and nothingness finds a language
and is spoken and makes something out of nothing and adorns it with arrays of
"political matter". This is how we encounter the policy of Deleuze of the line-
breaking type (a line of creativity, innovation and creation) (Deleuze and Guattari,
2013, 396), Politics is the same as active empiricism, because none of us know in
advance where a line is going to turn; like a body in Spinoza that we still do not
know what it can do. In the light of this aesthetic view and approach, a policy is
created that is incompatible with representation, identity, organism (a generality
limited to one identity and purpose) and mechanism (machine closed to a specific
function), and to a continuous process of connecting with logic. Rhizomatics and
assembly of "and ... and ... and ...", and recognizing the fluidity and variability of
given identities and searching for something that escapes the clutches of these
identities, becomes politics, the possibility and talent of redistribution of the
tangible and construction and replacing different and opposite bonds in contrast to
axiomatic ones finds the dominant power. Politics becomes a creative art that
cannot be encoded; hence, it is defined in a concordant relationship with aesthetics.
So, politics is always more than what we experience. Politics is always accompanied
with surplus or potential and difference, that is, something more than what it is. We
do not really know what politics can do; still we are eager to know. In politics, we
are always confronted with persistent and stubborn presences that are more absent,
not only what really exists; Just like Lacan's reality, which returns like a ghost and
disrupts the order of things; Or, in Marxist or Derrida terms, a ghost, or the very
existence that cannot be referred to, yet everything that is referential, existing,
present, and has a quantitative and qualitative characteristic, comes out of its heart
(fact = ghost), a repetition that comes from the heart (Deleuze and Guattari, 1987).

PURPOSE

The topic intends to discuss what matter is a political one? Obviously, with the
introduction of the concept of "political matter" into the realm of symbolic and
linguistic order, theoretical conflicts of stability over its limits and scope of
signification begin. These same theoretical conflicts have laid the groundwork for a
relatively broad literature on what constitutes a "political matter"; yet man of our
time still faces the thought-provoking question of how to tame its rebellious spirit
with the key to "definition." By defining politics as a "discourse" or a "mental matter"
or a "private matter" or a "social matter" or a "governmental matter", can this long-
standing mental and intellectual turmoil be removed?



Journal of Iranian Cultural Research, 14(3), 57-83, Autumn 2021

' Azadbakht, M., Fahimifar, A., & Tajik, M.R. (2021). Color as political matter: An aesthetic-linguistic
(,j) reflection. Journal of Iranian Cultural Research, 14(3), 57-83. doi: 10.22035/jicr.2022.2497.2930

d | http://dx.doi.org/10.22035/jicr.2022.2497.2930  URL: http://www jicr.ir/article_449 html

2008-1847 / © The Authors. This is an open access article under the CC BY 4.0 license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0).

Color as Political Matter: an Aesthetic-Linguistic
Reflection

Majid Azadbakht’, Ali Asghar Fahimifar’>*, Mohammad Reza Tajik’
Received: Feb. 23,2021;  Accepted: Aug. 21,2021

ABSTRACT

Color in its essence is not only color but a symbol of language, message, significance,
art, power, resistance, and politics. In other words, color is a visual, communicative,
and perceptual element that can stimulate or alleviate people's emotions and inner
self, and change and direct their speeches and behavior. In the teachings of religions
as well as intellectual and political discourses, color has been used as a symbol or
distinguishing factor, and hence, different and conflicting representations and
readings of color and its linguistic and transcendental meanings have been presented.
Among these abundant implications, the current paper through an analytical
approach and using library resources focuses itself on the political implication of
color, and taking into account the relations of color and politics as a hypothesis seeks
to prove or disapprove the same with the notion that: Every colorlessness, when
comes into contact with a symbolic or real color, becomes a political matter (with an
essence of praise or antagonism). This article has two hidden goals: First, to cross the
line of traditional definitions of politics and political matter, and design politics as an
art, and vice versa (theoretical goal), and second, to acquaint political activists with a
different language of politics, which can play a role both as the language of power and
the language of resistance in our society today (practical goal).
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way, the virtual construction of sound in the context of photographs connects it
with the daily life and lived culture of its beholders and leads to different
interpretations based on people’s assumptions.

CONCLUSION

In the context of photographs, audio indexes are present in a metaphorical and
virtual way that help bring back the memory and imagination in their beholders.
This form of perception, which is based not only on visual power but also on
metaphorical auditory qualities, instills a deeper understanding of the context. In
urban photography, sound and auditory perceptions virtually evoke situations that
are specific to a particular beholder who has necessarily understood and lived with
them. Such an understanding of photographs has a special and distinct meaning
while analyzing their forms and structure and presents the function of auditory
perception in the face of the social history document as an important interpretive
arm in understanding them.

NOVELTY

Since the present study has dealt with the historical perception of photographs
through the senses, on the one hand, it can offer critics of photography and art a
new interpretive approach to reach a deeper understanding of the same, and on the
other hand, provides a ground for social historians to pay more attention to the
unique position of social and urban photographs to better understand the history of
daily social life.
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INTRODUCTION

Sound, along with other senses, provides an important part of daily life experiences
as Elizabeth Foyster says, “Our senses and our hearing, are always a part of our
private lives, our thoughts, feelings and memories”. In other words, they are vital
parts of our daily life (cited by Hindi, 2013, x). Thus, a study on auditory
perceptions, in the history of a social population, and people’s daily lives will be of
utmost importance in understanding how they experience their world.

The photograph, on the other hand, is a rich source available to researchers of
the social history of senses. Especially when the issues of vernacular photographs
and types of urban photographs targeting people’s living space are raised in a
historical context of senses, their cultural and social characteristics are perceived
through a sensory recording. Interestingly, photographs are efficient not only at
their visual level rather they are also considered in other ways for expressing
historicity. As such it can be concluded that photographs do not merely visual
histories but they are also indicative of oral histories related to sound, gesture, and
relationships (Edwards, 2005, 27).

PURPOSE

The current paper intends to deal with and analyze the implicit layers of sound in
photographs. Since urban photographs are considered as documents with the ability
to "sensory record” human subjects in urban communities, the power of hearing can
be used as one of the human senses in understanding the photograph in the process
of interpretation.

METHODOLOGY

It is a hermeneutic (interpretive) state that helps historians and researchers of social
history in analyzing photographs in terms of their aspects and contexts as well as in
understanding the daily life of people, including their own. The hermeneutic
analysis, which pays much attention to the "understanding” of man in social actions,
is one of the main explanatory methods in social history. Here, for interpreting
photographic documents, hermeneutic historians use daily biological contents (i.e.
beliefs, customs, social actions, collective behaviors, etc.) of a particular
demographic category based on the data of the social history of senses.

FINDINGS

An analysis of implicit auditory indexes in the content of urban photographs
indicates that it is not the "real" track of sound rather indexes that retrieve sound
and silence "virtually" through the surface of photographs in the mind of their
beholder. In other words, sound and silence provide the possibility of repetition of
imagination, mentality, and memory in a different way than the photo itself. In this
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ABSTRACT

Auditory perception is one of the most important human senses, which is intertwined
with the feeling of one’s presence in lived life. The analytical properties of sound not
only are present in sound physics but also extend to its virtual metaphors. Photographs
as a historical document as well as a place of consensus on visual perception and other
human senses can provide auditory indexes and virtual symbolic representations of
sound in their context. Therefore, in the present paper, the socio-cultural history of
senses is used as a method of researching auditory perception in the context of
photographs in order to interpret and analyze the implicit layers of sound. The
importance of the work is reflected in the fact that urban photographs are considered as
documents that can "sensory record” human subjects in urban communities, hence; the
beholder-interpreter can use the power of hearing as one of the five senses in
understanding the photo within the process of perception and interpretation. Here the
question is, how can the auditory perception in a photograph analysis, which has a
necessary relationship with visual perception, provide historical information about its
text? We hypothesize those urban photographs since they record people's daily lives
and information except their visual form and structure, as implicit data that can be
analyzed and understood through an auditory-historical understanding of the
photographic document. The result shows that the auditory perception when interferes
with visual power in photographic documents, creates a wealth of conscious cultural
information such as nostalgia, memories, and recollections in its particular beholder. In
addition, by tracking auditory indexes as recorded on photographs, the historical,
social, and human contexts as well as quality of life and daily life interactions of a
demographic category can be studied.

Keywords: auditory perception in photography, social history of sound, sensory
photographic recording, social photography, urban photography
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CONCLUSION

The issue of development, beyond its Western and modern narrative, has created
special experiences that have led to much anthropological criticism. On the one
hand, these criticisms are based on indisputable assumptions of Western
development and modernity discourse in its first wave, which have also been
supported by some pro-development and modernist sociologists and, on the other
hand, expresses a local view of culture and attention to "other histories"; processes
by which each society builds itself on its own resources. The experience of
anthropology has shown that this science, more than anything else, is moving
towards a kind of self-critical function for cultures; a critical insight into oneself
through the mirror of others. Anthropologists' critiques of cultural assumptions in
the West have a long history in anthropology. Although, more attention has been
paid to the relationship between anthropology and colonialism, but this critical
aspect of anthropology has received less attention despite being the most prominent
in developmental anthropology.

NOVELTY

In this article, it is shown that anthropology in this culturally changing environment
and emerging indigenous and local anthropology, has tried to move towards a kind
of reconstruction in the field of indigenization; a reconstruction that has led to the
redefinition of research fields as well as new application domains of the indigenous
culture. From the point of view of cultural anthropology, what has enriched and
strengthened human life is the diversity of biocultural forms, and this is a necessity
that must be continued.



One of the most important features of the developmental program in the 20%
century is evolutionary assumptions that are hidden within them. These
assumptions have led to an elitist and top-down view of cultural elements, in a way
that high and low cultural categories are at the foundation and forefront of
development programs, and a cultural/non-cultural dichotomy is introduced based
on this elitist and evolutionary distinctions. This issue that Western agents or pro-
Western trustees apply in development and other related programs in non-Western
countries has led to an unhistorical conception from the cultural and similarly, an
implicit tendency to destroy and suppress their own traditional culture (Scobar,
2005, 17).

For this reason, according to some economists and sociologists of the traditional
paradigm of development, the globalization of economy requires a special cultural
system that is likewise considered as a condition of development and is not separate
from it, whether we consider this accompaniment step by step or as a priority of
culture over development (Davari Ardekani, 2005, 17). According to this group,
development needs a special culture, which is called "culture of development", a
culture that’s implementation requires the absence of barriers to development.

By accepting the principle of the link between culture and development and that
some of the cultural values accelerate the development and some hinder it, cultural
anthropology in its last position has shown more flexibility and seeks to reconcile
the individuality and exclusivism of cultures with the universality of values of
developmental culture. In the meantime, based on the rule of cultural relativity, a
kind of intercultural logic has been given in the confrontation with cultures and
their relationship. Numerous views have been put forward in this regard. For
example, De Coster believes that some themes of the new culture can be gently
placed alongside the elements of traditional and non-Western ones, hence, become
members of that family, and continue their new life (De Coster, 2002, 74).
According to this view, if new cultural themes are calmly and respectfully coexist
with pre-existing cultural values, in the most extreme case, traditional values act
more as a brake on development than an obstruction of development. According to
this claim, although "traditional culture is fundamentally different from today's
culture, [but] can change as a result of contact with it, without shaking the
foundations of the system" (De Coster, 2002, 73).

Another such modification can be developed near anthropologists. Here, in
contrast to the first wave of development, which, from an evolutionary point of
view, evaluates the contribution of various countries in global development
programs and the growth of modern rationality and civilization based on their
distance and proximity to certain ends, they try to suggest a third way under the
influence from some postmodernists and poststructuralists such as Foucault.
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INTRODUCTION

Culture is one of the most important categories of human life. The concept of
culture is an analytical construct that in the context of this concept helps us
highlight the parts and components of the reality of life, think about and plan for
them. Kruber and White consider culture to be an independent phenomenon of
individuals and emphasize its agency (Salehi Amiri, 2007, 42). This means that
because culture, as an intangible phenomenon, determines the direction of the
thoughts and actions of individuals and society, any decision to change the thinking
and behavior of individuals and society requires a change in the foundations of the
prevailing culture, which in itself, is a very complex issue (Mahoozi, 2013).

PURPOSE

This article intends to study the relationship between culture and development from
philosophical and cultural anthropological points of view and show that why any
development program requires cultural considerations whether they are presented
in philosophic language or anthropological language.

METHOD

The ties between culture and development require critical attention. This means
that neither the culture is a rigid category nor is the development a just and decisive
program. Basically, any plan to change the behavior and spirit of societies, as
possibly is technical and economic must be social and cultural as well. As cultures
are formed and continue to function in relation to their current needs and historical
foundations, development and cultural programs must also always be defined in a
flexible and jelly-like manner. This critical approach allows us to look for multiple
versions of two-pronged reconciliation between indigenous cultures and global
development and globalization of development.

FINDINGS

The concept of culture is a central concept and a focal point of cultural
anthropology. This science has been organized and developed in the study of non-
Western societies. In its anthropological sense, culture does not only mean
familiarity with literature, art, and ethics, but in general, it is a collection of more or
less formed ways of thinking, feeling, and action of human beings, which is firstly
acquired, secondly shared by certain groups, and thirdly the factor distinguishing
these groups and communities from other groups and communities (Nik Shaibani,
2002, 117-118). To put it more clearly, culture means the way of life of a certain
people in their own environment; this way of life is meaningful and valuable for the
same lot, and value systems of each culture, too, are formed on the basis of
conditions and contexts of the same culture.
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ABSTRACT

Development, in a new purport, requires its own special culture; in a way that it arises
from within a particular culture and the same is its backer and supporter. Based on
this statement, any state that pursues one of the forms of this development, it must
inevitably also provide its cultural context otherwise; development turns into its
antithesis. But development-oriented cultural transformation is sometimes
accompanied by the omission of some of the pre-existing cultural variables. Cultural
anthropology - a study of culture in general meaning - is in the process to recognize,
on the one hand, the plurality of cultures by accepting the principle of cultural
relativism, and the other hand, consider cultural necessities of development based on
a new wave of development and requirement with a value-based approach. With a
new branch of anthropology called developmental anthropology, this study with the
help of the logic of the lower natives, tries to challenge the developmental elites and
make them aware of the consequences of their hasty decisions. In other words, this
article intends to analyze the challenge of cultural anthropology and propose some
solutions. Today, anthropology seeks to bridge multiple realities of the human world
on the one hand, and preserve cultural pluralism as a source of cultural creativity on
the other.

Keywords: culture of development, Cultural Relativism, cultural anthropology
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