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jurisprudence, using the capacity of civil society to educate vulnerable people and
people at the periphery.

NOVELTY

The necessity of a cultural understanding of the problem of morality, the criteria of
the morality-oriented subject, and the mechanism of their reconstruction in the
family institution in the framework of Alexander's Cultural Sociology pave the way
for recognizing more complex and deeper layers of political action. By focusing on
the semantic implications attributed to the moral subject in relation to the critical
event of Romina's murder, identifying strategies, in which, political actors
reproduce their exclusive position will be feasible. In this view, cultural affairs and
its management are not reduced to a dependent variable that is determined by
political structures and interactions of the realm of power. Rather, semantic
meanings act as a causal and independent variable and are considered as the core of
political activities.



the form of normal behavior so that the people in the family behave under the
supervision and control of the family’s standard and specific formulations. In other
words, moral subjects do not have a mentality of their own and are not independent
of the family. Rather, their existence depends on the will of father, the head and
sovereign member of the family.

In this narrative, the perception of the family institution can be formulated
based on the concept "holy family” which expresses an idealistic, systematic view of
the do's and don'ts rather than a set of existing realities. Three symbols for
formulating this narrative are: paternal paradox, ‘legitimacy of sovereignty and
divine religion.

The second narrative, which is related to dailies Shargh, Hamshahri, and
Etemad-e Melli, presents the components of a moral and normal person in the form
of a "narrative of the salvation of the individualized subjects of psycho-center
specialists” which at the heart of this narrative is the role of psychologists,
paramedics, and psychotherapists. They are focused on producing knowledge about
salvation that, through the development of common guidelines and a system of
specialized knowledge and skills, will have the ability to control all aspects of the
society, including the will, body and life of individuals, in a unified manner. This
narrative consists of three central symbols: Paternal house, dynamic jurisprudence
and people.

CONCLUSION

This research sought to answer two key questions: What are the semantic
implications of the moral and normal subject in the family? And what is the
mechanism for reconstructing such a subject in the family? The first account,
narrated in Kayhan and Javan newspapers about Romina's murder by her father, is
a model of individual morality within the family institution in which individuals are
educated in standard and specific formats under the supervision and control of the
family’s head. The ideal society here consists of non-critical, self-regulating, and
self-observing actors raised in the family under the guidance of father. Mechanisms
for constructing a normal and moral subject within the framework of this narrative
are: promoting the ideal of the sacred family, emphasizing the exclusive legitimacy
of sovereignty in the administration of society, and the religion.

In the second narrative, which was represented in Shargh, Etemad-e Melli and
Hamshahri newspapers, salvation is a kind of exercise of power at micro and macro
levels, which is achieved by using the knowledge of experts and producing normal
and disciplined bodies within the family. The mechanisms for constructing a
normal and moral subject within the framework of this narrative are: education and
culture building, reform of the judicial-legal system by using dynamic
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INTRODUCTION

May 21 in 2020 was a horrendous day for the village of Sefidsangan in Talesh
County, in Iran’s Gilan Province where 13-year-old Romina Ashrafi was killed by
her father. The alleged honor killing provoked harsh public reactions and covered
by both domestic and foreign media. She was murdered because of Bahman
Khavari, her boyfriend who wanted to marry her after two years in relationship.
Romina's father was not only against their decision but he and other family
members resorted to violence against own daughter and boy’s family. The objective
of her father, mother, uncle and other family members of Romina was to remove
what they called immoral stain and shame from the lap of the family.

The widespread media coverage on Romina’s murder turned into a critical
event, in which, the value of honor in the family institution became a problematic
question. Public opinions also raised many questions about the implications of the
meaning of moral and normal subjects.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this study is to identify the semantic implications formulated from
normal and moral subjects in the family. These implications are made by the main
actors in the political arena and in collaboration with those who use to control the
symbolic means of production. In fact, through the media coverage of Romina’s
murder, certain moral components in family relations are shown, natural and
obvious. But behind the natural components, there are hidden strategic interests,
the understanding of which depends on the achievement of deeper layers of
meanings and value systems.

METHODOLOGY

The methodological framework applied in this research is narrative. In this method,
by identifying symbols, codes and narratives within the text and paying attention to
social and political contexts, in which, an event takes place, the main
presuppositions and a thick description of the text are achieved (Webster and
Mertova, 2016, 14-23), with the help of thematic analysis. In doing so, all sections of
Kayhan, Javan, Etemad-e Melli, Hamshahri and Shargh newspapers, including
editorials, headlines, news, events, etc., were examined. Among these, 65 notes and
editorials from the time of Romina's murder on May 21, 2020 until October 22,
2020 were assessed applying the acute case sampling method.

FINDINGS

Kayhan and Javan newspapers formulated the components of moral and normal
subjects in the family in the form of the "integrated holy life of the family
sovereignty" narrative. Here a model of individual morality was reconstructed in
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ABSTRACT

The paper aims to identify the semantic implication of moral and normal subjects,
and mechanisms of their reconstruction in the family institution. For this purpose,
here Stuart Hall’s representation approach and Jeffrey Alexander's strong research
program have been applied to reach the conclusion on the main research questions:
What is the semantic implication of moral and normal subjects in the family? And
what is the mechanism for reconstructing a moral subject in the family? 65 notes and
editorials published in Shargh, Etemad-e Melli and Hamshahri newspapers in one
section as well as Javan and Kayhan were selected and reviewed in the course of the
study. Newspapers in the other section, representing the murder of Romina Ashrafi,
were examined using a narrative research framework and thematic analysis. Findings
reveal that in both sections, similar components of individual ethics in the family
institution are represented as a normal ideal of a unified world in the network of
obedience and submission.
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Sub-themes Main themes

Loving a spouse, falling in love with another, feeling infidelity,
intense love for another, unpleasant experience of married life,
feeling happy in relation with another, feeling guilty, feeling happy.

The duality of love and
fantasy

Lack of understanding of women, women's voices, expression of
men's interest in gestures and actions, late but long commitment of
men, non-acknowledgment, time for male or female solitude, [ack of knowledge of the
forgetting, talking about interests, not being ready for a sexual

- ! . . i B male and female world
relationship, women's particularism, men's diversity.

Thinking about oneself, experiencing sexual issues with others,
using the body to be liked, being attractive, using the beauty of body
to achieve desires, female narcissism.

Self-feminism and transition
to hegemonic femininity

NOVELTY

Considering that most researches, instead of perceiving and interpreting
couples' experiences from the context of divorce, are conducted with a
pathological view of the use of new communication technologies (virtual
social networks), the characteristics of individuals and their motivation for
marriage. Internet addiction, crisis of values, disruption of family
interactions, social isolation, decline in trust and marital intimacy, and
weakness of religiosity have been studied as perceptions of people outside
the relationship. Therefore, understanding and ultimately applying the
experiences of divorced people can be a policy for young people to be
aware of the issue of love and marriage and doubles the necessity and
importance of this type of study. Based on the present study, in addition to
paying attention to the pathological aspects, a phenomenological method
has been used to provide a correct explanation and a suitable model to
investigate the issue of divorce and the formation of the marriage process.



FINDINGS

According to research findings, there is a danger of daily love and
suppression of romance, fading of love scenario, fantasy and sexual
imaginations, change of desire in fantasy and the emergence of another great,
fantasized and distorted love, duality of love and fantasy, selfishness and
transition to hegemonic femininity. In general, the findings show that divorce
does not lead to a sudden relationship break; rather examining the experience
structure of the participants indicates that the dimensions of divorce are
systematic, with rotational context and the marriage process formation.

CONCLUSION

Findings show that divorce does not lead to a sudden relationship break-up
and examining the structure of participants' experience indicates that the

dimensions of divorce are systematic and the context is rotational.

Table 1. The main and secondary themes of the lived experience of the problematic process of divorce

Sub-themes

Main themes

Misconceptions about love, getting better with love, fear of being
alone or hurt, maintaining self-esteem, staying dignified, feeling-
based cognition, lack of commitment, uselessness of expressing
interest, defending oneself, filling loneliness, stubborn marriage,
intimacy and meeting emotional needs, escaping personal problems.

The Danger of love becoming
daily and the suppression of
romance

Loss of love meaning not being loved by husband, changing
relationship after childbirth, strength to leave relationship for men,
women being weak, begging to stay in relationship, getting sick
from separation, not being understood by spouse, men not being
affectionate, violent sex, female body use, male narcissism, female
intolerance to male insensitivity, revelation of facts.

Loss of love scenario

Lack of emotional inclination towards the spouse, wrong choice,
dislike of the spouse, belief in the superiority of love for the partner,
lack of pleasant life experience, difficulty in sexual intercourse,
another need and self-reality.

The illusion of an ideal
spouse and aspiration

Sexually ill, fantasizing about pornographic characters, violence in
life, watching vulgar TV series, negative symbolism in the mind,
getting cold from the spouse, getting tired of married life.

The change of desire in
fantasy and the emergence of
another great

Another embodiment, interest in masculine charms, feeling
infatuated with other men, sleeping together, disliking a spouse,
embodying a spouse with a partner, false infatuation, daydreaming
in intercourse with a spouse.

Mental adultery (sexual
fantasies)

Falling in love and being attracted, expressing love without fear,
being limited to marriage, not being happy after marriage, marriage
preventing from reaching one’s ideal, falling in love again, pure
feeling of loving another.

Fantasy and Distortion of
Love
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INTRODUCTION

Love is a social construct that is regulated by cultural norms, values and
beliefs and is reflected by human actions in their romantic relationships
(Sohrabzadeh, 2014, 472). «Real life» is the product of interruptions in
these sequences, interruptions that require a continuous process of the past
and synthesis (Weinstein, 1983, 91-93). While viewing human culture as a
dialectical relationship, Simmel propounded four terms and collectively
called them the Tragedy of Culture. The Iron Cage (Weber) indicates the
conditions, in which, modern life (as a social product of human beings) has
overcome them and found an independent life (from human life) (Simmel,
2003, 61). According to llves, the end result of this characteristic of the
realm of consumption is the dominance of the principle of "pleasure™ over
human romantic relationships. Commenting on it, he realizes that he has
strayed from the desired path and is walking in the exact opposite direction.
Couples who take a step in the opposite direction pay less attention to the
original cause and purpose of the formation of this life, gradually on very
small and delicate points that could be easily solved, but no effort is made to
solve it and hence, brings cohabitation to a standstill (llves, 2020, 149).

PURPOSE

In this study, the researcher seeks to answer: What is the understanding and
meaning of individual and social issues of marital life for people who reach
to the brink of divorce? What are the predominant factors that can play a
role in the occurrence of this phenomenon (desire for divorce)? What
consequences can this phenomenon have for people?

METHODOLOGY

This is qualitative research which has been accomplished using a
phenomenological approach and with targeted (snowball) sampling
strategies. The required data were 20 couples at risk of divorce to saturation
level and analyzed using semi-structured interviews and the content analysis
method. In this study, after extracting important sentences and words from
the interview text, 213 primary codes were finally extracted, which
according to the purpose and question of the research, divorce contexts are
classified into four major themes: macro, medium, micro and interactive.
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ABSTRACT

The relationship between the rationalization of social relations and individual
freedoms is one of the main themes of sociology. The purpose of this study is to
identify the inclination and desire of couples in a legal process to be separated that
have been either hidden in divorced families or have been discussed less. This is
qualitative research which has been conducted using a phenomenological approach
and targeted sampling (snowball) strategies. The required data were 20 couples at risk
of divorce to the saturation level and analyzed using semi-structured interviews as
well as the content analysis method. After extracting important sentences and words
from the interview text, 213 primary codes were taken out, which according to the
purpose and question of the research are classified into four major themes: macro,
medium, micro and interactive. According to research findings, there is a danger of
daily love and suppression of romance, fading of love scenario, fantasy and sexual
imaginations, change of desire in fantasy and the emergence of another great,
fantasized and distorted love, duality of love and fantasy, selfishness and transition to
hegemonic femininity. In general, the findings show that divorce does not lead to a
sudden relationship break; rather examining the experience structure of the
participants indicates that the dimensions of divorce are systematic, with rotational
context and the marriage process formation.

Keywords: Phenomenology, Selfishness, the other great, mental adultery, divorce,
fantasy
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FINDINGS

Four indicators of food price, food availability, mortality and geographical extent
were identified during the occurrence of famine in World War L. The findings also
showed that people then showed some characteristics such as individualism,
collectivism, anti-authoritarianism and lawlessness, each appeared in different
forms and to different degrees. Collectivism was identified in the form of two
indicators of forgiveness and social participation, which received the highest fuzzy
score. Individualism appeared with indicators such as material and immaterial
benefits, where the first received a higher membership score (0.48). In lawlessness,
various offenses emerged, with the overcharging price having the highest score with
a fuzzy membership score of (0.52). Anti-authoritarianism was also identified in the
form of indicators such as interference and government accountability, in which
government accountability received the highest membership score (0.18). The
findings also show that the main ethos of Iranians in the famine was lawlessness.

CONCLUSION

During World War I, various features were identified such as individualism,
collectivism, authoritarianism, and lawlessness, but lawlessness was found to be the
main ethos of Iranians. Instability, insecurity and resulting conditions caused
people to consider their own benefits. Various crimes became rampant in the
society. The upper classes were engaged in overcharging and hoarding, and the
classes that did not have access to food resorted to cannibalism, theft, and so on. By
recognizing lawlessness (overcharging) as a key indicator, it can be said that
although crimes such as cannibalism seem to be much more severe, what haunted
the Iranian people more during the famine was lawlessness and overcharging. In
other words, the crimes such as overcharging and hoarding had further undermined
the public order and security, leading to more crimes. Finally, it can be said that
ethos, like many concepts, are fuzzy, and using the fuzzy method, a more realistic
analysis can be achieved.

NOVELTY

Numerous researched have been conducted on World War I and its effects on
people’s lives. But no research has been done specifically on the effects of the famine
of World War I on the people's ethos. On the other hand, in this study, a qualitative
fuzzy method was used to study the famine and Iranians’ ethos in particular. This
method made it possible to identify the characteristics of Iranians in anomic
conditions such as famine. Identifying the original ethos allows us to show that the
Iranians’ ethos is relative.
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INTRODUCTION

The question of Iranians’ Ethos was largely raised when the country came into the
direct confrontation with the new Western civilization and defeated by Russians in
the era of Abbas Mizra. Since then, the moods of the Iranians have been studied and
many positive and negative things were attributed to them. People such as Jamalzadeh
(1965), Bazargan (1977), Ghazi Moradi (2002, 2014), Sariolghalam (2008, 2012),
Naraghi (2014) and Sorayya (2011) explained Iranians’ Ethos and often attributed
them to negative, claiming they were the cause of underdevelopment. In contrast,
some researchers such as Faraskhah (2016), Javadi Yeganeh (2017) and Mardiha
(2020) believe that Iranians’ Ethos is relative and should be studied in the context of
the society. One of the dimensions of research that can show the relativity of Iranians'
temperaments is to study the characteristics of people in different events and breaks
against historical occurrences to determine what temperaments Iranians showed in
historical breaks and what was their main ethos in sensitive historical events. In fact,
the study of important historical events that had a great impact on the lives of people
in the past and present is one of the important sources to understand them better and
identify the relative nature of people’s lives. The famine was one of the events that had
a great impact on the lives of Iranians and undoubtedly brought about fundamental
changes to their social, economic, political and cultural life. The Fuzzy method is one
that can show the relativity of different aspects of human life, including during the
famine. Using this method, it is possible to identify the different characteristics of
Ethos both quantitatively and qualitatively.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this study is to investigate the famine of World War I and its effect
on people's Ethos using a qualitative fuzzy method. With this method, the
characteristics of Iranians in this case can be examined. The main Ethos can also be
identified. In other words, identifying the main Ethos of each event could shed light
on the fact that characters such as individualism, authoritarianism, etc. has not
always prevailed in the Iranian society, and the change in Iranian attitude and ethos
potentially had different situations.

METHODOLOGY

In the present article, a qualitative fuzzy method has been used to analyze the
documents related to Iranians’ ethos during the famine of the First World War.
Documents are largely collected from libraries and then analyzed qualitatively. The
steps taken during the course of the study include: identifying research concepts,
constructing a concept tree, defining a calibration framework, using a calibration
framework for data, assign membership scores to concepts (Ghasemi, 2020: 98;
Ghasemi and Mehdizadeh and Bastani, 2020: 229).
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ABSTRACT

The Iranians’ Ethos is one of the issues that have been taken into account by
researchers in recent decades. This article takes up the issue using a fuzzy method
and attempts to show that ethos like many other concepts is fuzzy. For that purpose,
break points and sensitive historical events were selected that had a great impact on
the mood of Iranians, including the famine during the First World War. The war in
the early 20th century had also adversely impacted the economic, social and cultural
life of Iranians, which in this study specifically examines as the Ethos of Iranians. The
results show that the people during the famine demonstrated characteristics such as
individualism, collectivism, anti-authoritarianism and lawlessness, each of which too
prevailed to some extent among Iranians. Collectivism emerged in the form of two
indicators of generosity and social participation, individualism as consideration to
material and immaterial interests, with the material having a higher membership
score (0.48). On the discussion of lawlessness, various crimes emerged and
overcharging had the highest score with 0.52 points of fuzzy membership. Anti-
authoritarianism was also manifested in the form of indicators such as interference in
the government’s affairs and accountability, in which the latter received the highest
score with 0.18 member score. The final analysis of the concepts also shows that
overcharging was the main Ethos during the famine of the First World War. Finally,
it can be said that Ethos is like many fuzzy concepts and using this method can
provide more appropriate results.

Keywords: Iranians’ ethos, famine, World War 1, qualitative fuzzy method
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There is also a significant and positive relationship between moral individualism
/ extreme individualism and the behavioral tolerance dimension. In other words,
with increasing moral individualism / extreme individualism, behavioral tolerance
also increases. Behavioral tolerance is gentleness and kindness towards individual
and social behaviors in group communication. Because individualists are very
social, they are tolerant of legal and illegal individual and social behaviors.

In general, as Tocqueville, Durkheim, and Merton believe, individualism as one
of the cultural evolutions of modernity and an inevitable part of human condition
in the modern world, like modernity itself, has several consequences that are
considered both positive and negative. One of its positive consequences is the
increase in the level of social tolerance (political, identity and behavioral) in the
social system. This effect is very important in societies that are exposed to intense
ethnic diversity due to the coexistence of different ethnicities, urbanization and
migration. And it can provide a good platform for the peaceful coexistence of
different cultures in order to form a strong and cohesive society.

NOVELTY

Toleration is the allowing, permitting, or acceptance of an action, idea, object, or
person which one dislikes or disagrees with. In the theoretical literature on
tolerance a distinction is proposed between coexistence and respect tolerance. This
study in novel in the sense that it has investigated the positive aspects of
individualism in relation to social tolerance, in which, the coexistence of various
ethnic groups (Kurds, Turks, Persians, Turkmen and Tat) found to be important for
overall development of a society despite being diverse culturally and socially.
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Individualism emphasizes independence, self-belief, and personal needs and
desires, and tolerance is the acceptance of cultural diversity and respect for different
ways of human being and the recognition of universal rights and freedoms. Thus,
individualistic cultures provide a good platform for the spread of tolerance in the
modern society. So today, there is a different expression of individualism that relies
on the concept of tolerance to determine how we react to different lifestyles,
ideologies and cultures of our own. This type of individualism unconditionally
accepts differences as a way of coping with differences.

CONCLUSION

The descriptive findings of the study showed that the level of social tolerance among
respondents was moderate (48.5). The results of Pearson test showed that moral
individualism (0.551) / extreme individualism (0.448) had a positive effect on social
tolerance. That is, with increasing moral individualism / extreme individualism, the
degree of social tolerance increased. The results of multivariate regression showed
that moral individualism and extreme individualism explained 34% of the
dependent variable changes (social tolerance). In individualistic cultures, there are
no very superior or inferior behaviors. People focus on their own needs, rights, and
capabilities, and were more likely to address themselves and value fair exchange.
These people are very social, have a special emphasis on fairness in the distribution
of facilities, and are in favor of equal human rights.

There is also a significant and positive relationship between moral individualism
(0.211) / extreme individualism (0.254) and the dimension of political tolerance. In
other words, as moral individualism / extremist individualism increases, so does
political tolerance. Individualism, while respecting the beliefs of others, provides the
basis for the acceptance of different and sometimes opposing political views, and by
increasing political tolerance leads to the emergence and survival of democratic
institutions, resulting in the emergence of civil society that opposes discrimination
against human welfare. It will promote democracy and respect for gender equality.

Moral individualism / extreme individualism also has a positive effect on the
dimensions of social tolerance (political, identity and behavioral). There is also a
significant and positive relationship between individualism and the dimension of
identity tolerance. In other words, with the increase of moral individualism /
extreme individualism, identity tolerance also increases. This relationship is very
important in Iranian societies such as Bojnord, which has ethnic diversity and
consequently different cultures. Individualism takes a firm step towards accepting
unequal identities by promoting egalitarian values and accepting the aspirations of
modern man.



extreme individualism (0.254) and the dimension of political tolerance at the 99%
confidence level. Thus, with the increase of moral individualism / extreme
individualism, the level of political tolerance in the youth increases. Also, the results
of Pearson test show that there is a significant and direct relationship between
moral individualism (0.320) / extreme individualism (0.192) and identity tolerance
of young people. In other words, with the increase of moral individualism / extreme
individualism, the level of identity tolerance in young people increases, as well.
There is a significant and direct relationship between moral individualism (0.138) /
extreme individualism (0.138) and behavioral tolerance. That is, with increasing
moral individualism / extreme individualism, the level of behavioral tolerance in
young people also increases.

Table 1. Pearson correlation coefficient between independent and dependent variables

Assumptions Correlation Coefficient  Significance Level Description
Moral individualism / Social 0.551 0.000 Conf}]rmat‘non of
tolerance relationship
Extreme individualism / Social 0.448 0.000 Conf.irmat.lon of
tolerance relationship
Ethlca.l individualism / 0179 0.000 Conf‘irmat‘lon of
Behavioral tolerance relationship
Extre@e individualism / 0.090 0012 Conf.irmat.lon of
Behavioral tolerance relationship
Ethical individualism / Identity 0.320 0.000 Conf.irmat.lon of
tolerance relationship
Extre@e individualism / 0.192 0.000 Conlfirmatlon of
Identity tolerance relationship
Moral individualism / Political 0211 0.000 Conf.‘lrmat.ion of
tolerance relationship
Ext}re(me individualism / 0254 0.000 Co;lﬁrma%ion of
Political tolerance relationship

Table 2 shows that according to beta coefficient, there is a significant and
positive relationship between moral individualism (0.437) / extreme individualism
(0.235) and social tolerance. In other words, the higher the degree of individualism,
the greater the degree of social tolerance. Also, the adjusted coefficient of
determination (0.341) shows that the independent variable explains 34% of the
variance of the dependent variable.

Table 2. Multiple regression analysis statistics

Non-standard Coefficients Standard Coefficients

B | StdError Beta t Significance Level
Constant Value 59/150 5/200 11/375 0/000
Moral individualism 1/793 0/221 0/437 8/121 0/000
Extreme individualism 0/388 0/089 0/235 4/372 0/000

Determination coefficient: 0.346 Modified coefficient of determination: 0.341 Standard error of estimation: 13/36258
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INTRODUCTION

Cultural diversity and differences in contemporary societies and their familiarity
and interaction with each other is a fundamental issue, because differences affect
social ties. Such conditions provide grounds for various kinds of rupture in the
society. In such situation, it is tolerance that prevents violence and conflict.
Tolerance is a prerequisite for the formation of civil society (Phelps, 2004, p. 287).
The importance of tolerance in a society is such that lack of it will cause many
problems, so that people will see violence as the only way to deal with differences
(Whitenberg and Butters, 2012 p. 68). But, according to Habermas; "We live in a
world that is threatened by a mixture of collective globalization and ideological
individualism” (Milner and Bravit, 2018, p. 116). The engine of individualism is
moving with all its might and a society that is the joint product of collective
globalization and individualism has certain characteristics of tolerance.
Individualism, due to the acceptance of individual desires and respect for other
aspirations and desires, is a positive factor in social tolerance in a society where
there is cultural diversity and differences.

PURPOSE

Tolerance is very important in Iran and consequently in North Khorasan, which has a
wide variety of ethnic groups (Kurds, Turks, Persians, Turkmen and Tat) and
individualism is also spreading, especially among young people. Because young
people guarantee the future and progress of any society, and the existence of tolerance
among them in the new environment can have an important impact on the fate of that
society. Therefore, the main purpose of this study is to investigate the effect of
individualism on social tolerance in Iran with an emphasis on the youth of Bojnord.

METHODOLOGY

This research has been done with a positivist approach and a descriptive-
explanatory type in terms of applied purpose and survey method. The statistical
population is all young people living in Bojnord in 2020. The sample size was 825
using power sampling method ie., "multi-stage cluster”. Cronbach's alpha
coefficient was used to determine the reliability of questionnaire, whose alpha
coefficient was calculated higher than 0.8. Pearson correlation coefficient and
bivariate regression were used to analyze the data through SPSS 22 software.

FINDINGS

The results of Table 1 show that there is a significant and positive relationship
between moral individualism (0.551) and extreme individualism (0.448) with social
tolerance at the 99% confidence level. Thus, with increasing moral individualism /
extreme individualism, social tolerance among young people increases. Also, there
is a direct and significant relationship between moral individualism (0.211) /



Journal of Iranian Cultural Research, 15(1), 43-68, Spring 2022

' Afra, H. (2022). Social tolerance in an individualistic society: Studying the effect of

e f) individualism on social tolerance of young people in Bojnord. Journal of Iranian Cultural
-' Research, 15(1), 43-68. doi: 10.22035/jicr.2022.2832.3202

d. hitpy//dx.doi.org/10.22035/jicr.2022.2832.3202 URL: http://www jicr.ir/article_462 html

2008-1847 / © The Authors. This is an open access article under the CC BY 4.0 license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0).

Social Tolerance in an Individualistic Society: Studying
the Effect of Individualism on Social Tolerance of
Young People in Bojnord

Hadi Afra’
Received: Jul. 20,2021;  Accepted: Jan. 16, 2022

ABSTRACT

In a contemporary individualistic world with a significant diversity of groups,
institutions, identities, and attitudes, cultures are likely to collide, especially among
young people. In such circumstances, it is social tolerance that prevents the eruption
of violence and conflict in a culturally diverse society. Therefore, the present study
aims to study the relationship between individualism and social tolerance in the
youth of Bojnord. A total of 825 young people were selected by the multi-stage cluster
sampling technique and interviewed through a questionnaire. Its reliability and
validity are confirmed by Cronbach's alpha technique and face validity. The findings
show that there is a significant and direct relationship between moral individualism
and social tolerance, extreme individualism and social tolerance, as well as between
moral individualism / extreme individualism and the three dimensions of social
tolerance (political, identity, and behavior). The results of the regression coefficient
show that moral individualism and extreme individualism explain about 34% of the
variance of social tolerance. Thus, with the spread of one of the cultural consequences
of modernity, namely individualism, social tolerance increases in society.

Keywords: Individualism, cultural diversity, social tolerance, modern society

1. Visiting Assistant Professor of Sociology, Faculty of Humanities, University of Bojnord,
Bojnord, Iran
P4 hadi.afra@ub.ac.ir


https://dx.doi.org/10.22035/jicr.2022.2832.3202
https://dx.doi.org/10.22035/jicr.2022.2975.3316
https://dx.doi.org/10.22035/jicr.2022.2975.3316
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0




BIBLIOGRAPHY

Balamirzaei, H., & Alborzi, F. (2018). Investigating the sensory perceptions of place in
architectural spaces from a phenomenological perspective: The evolution of the
phenomenology of architectural space. Fourth National Conference on Architecture and
Urban Planning. Islamic Azad University, Qazvin Branch. Iran.

Brown, B. B, & Werner, C. M. (1985). Social Cohesiveness, Territoriality, and Holiday
Decorations: The Influence of Cul-de-Sacs. Environment and Behavior, 17(5), 539-565.
doi: 10.1177/0013916585175001

Cooper C. M. (2003). The house as a symbol of self, Philosophical and psychological
foundations of space perception. Isfahan, Iran: Khak Institute .

Doh, M. (2006). Change Through Tourism: Resident Perceptions of Tourism Development
(Unpublished doctoral dissertation). A&M University, Texas.

Falahat, M. S. (1385). The Concept of Sense of Place and Its Shaping Factors. Journal of Fine
Arts, 26(1), 57-66.

Forouzandeh, A., & Matlabi, G. (2012). The Concept of Sense of Belonging to a Place and Its
Components. City Identity.

Fried, M. (1963). The Urban Condition: People and Policy in the Metropolis. New York:
Simon and Schuster.

Giuliani, M. V. (1993). Place attachment in a developmental and cultural context. Journal of
Environmental Psychology, 13, 267-274.

Heidari, A., & Motalebi, G. (2014). Analysis of the physical dimension of the sense of place in
traditional houses and modern residential complexes. Journal of Fine Arts, 3(19), 86-75.

Hidalgo, M. C., & Herna'ndez, B. (2001). Place attachment: conceptual and empirical
questions. Journal of Environmental Psychology, 21, 273-281.

Husserl, E. (1386). Cartesian reflections, an introduction to phenomenology (A. K. Rashidian,
Trans.). Tehran, Iran: Ney Institute.

Johnson R.W. (1997). The impact of clearing on brigalow communities and consequences for
conservation. In: P. Hale, & D. Lamb, (Eds). Conservation outside nature reserves. (359-
363). Brisbane: The University of Queensland.

Lak, A. (2015). Bam earthquake and residents' semantic perception of impaired attachment
to place. Journal of Housing and Rural Environment, 15(2), 17-30.

Lewika, M. (2011). Place attachment: How far have we come in the last 40 years? Journal of
Environmental Psychology. 31(3), 207-230. doi: 10.1016/j.jenvp.2010.10.001

Lynch, K. (1997). The theory of good shape of the city (S. H. Bahreini, Trans.). Tehran, Iran:
University of Tehran Press.

Iranian Cultural Research

11

Abstract


https://www.sid.ir/fa/seminar/ViewPaper.aspx?ID=89606
https://www.sid.ir/fa/seminar/ViewPaper.aspx?ID=89606
https://www.sid.ir/fa/seminar/ViewPaper.aspx?ID=89606
https://www.sid.ir/fa/seminar/ViewPaper.aspx?ID=89606
https://www.sid.ir/fa/seminar/ViewPaper.aspx?ID=89606
https://doi.org/10.1177/0013916585175001
https://doi.org/10.1177/0013916585175001
https://doi.org/10.1177/0013916585175001
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/609955
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/609955
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/609955
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/609955
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/609955
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0160-7383(94)90124-4
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0160-7383(94)90124-4
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0160-7383(94)90124-4
https://jhz.ut.ac.ir/article_12321_0.html
https://jhz.ut.ac.ir/article_12321_0.html
https://jhz.ut.ac.ir/article_12321_0.html
https://jhz.ut.ac.ir/article_12321_0.html
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.17359562.1390.5.8.3.7
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.17359562.1390.5.8.3.7
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.17359562.1390.5.8.3.7
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.17359562.1390.5.8.3.7
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiT6ZjxxID5AhXMiP0HHf6RDF8QFnoECAYQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Flawcat.berkeley.edu%2Frecord%2F94533%3Fln%3Den&usg=AOvVaw2CD_rcngpw5nxC3MQNZn7p
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiT6ZjxxID5AhXMiP0HHf6RDF8QFnoECAYQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Flawcat.berkeley.edu%2Frecord%2F94533%3Fln%3Den&usg=AOvVaw2CD_rcngpw5nxC3MQNZn7p
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiCxJGMxYD5AhVmhf0HHZQ0BHMQFnoECAgQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.semanticscholar.org%2Fpaper%2FPlace-attachment-in-a-developmental-and-cultural-Giuliani-Feldman%2F501618a8d716005feb64859ef41ac18950b393d8&usg=AOvVaw3Ebsy6gbKyhBvCIMfP9u8M
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiCxJGMxYD5AhVmhf0HHZQ0BHMQFnoECAgQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.semanticscholar.org%2Fpaper%2FPlace-attachment-in-a-developmental-and-cultural-Giuliani-Feldman%2F501618a8d716005feb64859ef41ac18950b393d8&usg=AOvVaw3Ebsy6gbKyhBvCIMfP9u8M
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiCxJGMxYD5AhVmhf0HHZQ0BHMQFnoECAgQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.semanticscholar.org%2Fpaper%2FPlace-attachment-in-a-developmental-and-cultural-Giuliani-Feldman%2F501618a8d716005feb64859ef41ac18950b393d8&usg=AOvVaw3Ebsy6gbKyhBvCIMfP9u8M
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiCxJGMxYD5AhVmhf0HHZQ0BHMQFnoECAgQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.semanticscholar.org%2Fpaper%2FPlace-attachment-in-a-developmental-and-cultural-Giuliani-Feldman%2F501618a8d716005feb64859ef41ac18950b393d8&usg=AOvVaw3Ebsy6gbKyhBvCIMfP9u8M
https://dx.doi.org/10.22059/jfaup.2014.55409
https://dx.doi.org/10.22059/jfaup.2014.55409
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi-zcmAxYD5AhXu8LsIHbOqCNIQFnoECAcQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sciencedirect.com%2Fscience%2Farticle%2Fpii%2FS027249440190221X&usg=AOvVaw1n0gnJYQiEQzCxshq559pB
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi-zcmAxYD5AhXu8LsIHbOqCNIQFnoECAcQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sciencedirect.com%2Fscience%2Farticle%2Fpii%2FS027249440190221X&usg=AOvVaw1n0gnJYQiEQzCxshq559pB
http://ensani.ir/fa/article/92708/%D9%BE%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%B4%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B3%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%85%D9%88%D9%86%D8%AF-%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%B1%D9%84-%D9%88-%D9%87%D8%B1%D9%85%D9%86%D9%88%D8%AA%DB%8C%DA%A9
http://ensani.ir/fa/article/92708/%D9%BE%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%B4%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B3%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%85%D9%88%D9%86%D8%AF-%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%B1%D9%84-%D9%88-%D9%87%D8%B1%D9%85%D9%86%D9%88%D8%AA%DB%8C%DA%A9
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwic4pzp1KD3AhVm_bsIHUpuCIAQFnoECAIQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.awe.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fenv%2Fresources%2F2edcda80-d9b7-49d4-9e97-36236b91e9f9%2Ffiles%2Fmvg6-nvis-acacia-forests-and-woodlands.docx&usg=AOvVaw1HH6WecaKmQuwJrVyH8aqo
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwic4pzp1KD3AhVm_bsIHUpuCIAQFnoECAIQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.awe.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fenv%2Fresources%2F2edcda80-d9b7-49d4-9e97-36236b91e9f9%2Ffiles%2Fmvg6-nvis-acacia-forests-and-woodlands.docx&usg=AOvVaw1HH6WecaKmQuwJrVyH8aqo
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwic4pzp1KD3AhVm_bsIHUpuCIAQFnoECAIQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.awe.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fenv%2Fresources%2F2edcda80-d9b7-49d4-9e97-36236b91e9f9%2Ffiles%2Fmvg6-nvis-acacia-forests-and-woodlands.docx&usg=AOvVaw1HH6WecaKmQuwJrVyH8aqo
http://jhre.ir/article-1-861-fa.html
http://jhre.ir/article-1-861-fa.html
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvp.2010.10.001
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvp.2010.10.001
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvp.2010.10.001
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvp.2010.10.001
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvp.2010.10.001
http://dlib.ical.ir/site/catalogue/271766
http://dlib.ical.ir/site/catalogue/271766

NOVELTY

So far, very little research has been done on the sense of attachment, using a
phenomenological approach to place (interpretation of individuals' existential
experiences) separately. Therefore, this research can add a new section to the
scientific body of the issue of the sense of belonging to the place, and in particular
to the top of phenomenological attitudes and lived experiences of people.
Therefore, this research can be the first in this field.
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outside should be considered as the basic feature of that place. The components
obtained in the first Level or Coding (1) can be classified into two categories:

1) Internal dialectic: features and factors related to the interior of the house that
cause a sense of attachment to the house.

2) External dialectic: features and factors related to the outside of the house that
make a sense of attachment to the house.

Table 3. Second level of findings from returning to interviews (Coding 2)

Coding Components from First Level (Coding 1) Second Level of Coding (Coding 2)
Ownership

Quality of comfort

The physical quality of the house Internal dialectic

Quality of neighborhood satisfaction and positive
emotional relationships at house
The quality of the exterior of the house

- - - - External dialectic
Quality of neighborhood reputation and security

The sense of attachment to a place includes dimensions beyond the sense and is
considered as an emotion that plays a decisive role in any place and situation, in
order to meet the needs and the constant presence of residents. This sense is related
to man in a way that it is as if the man considers himself a part of the place and as a
result, the place becomes respectable and important to the person. In fact, the sense
of attachment to the place can be considered as a kind of symbolic relationship that
is created by the person to the place. Of course, the sense of attachment of different
people vary according to each person's perception - through emotional, perception,
cognitive process - which is influenced by factors such as gender, culture, economic
status, etc. Accordingly, the man considers himself as a part of the place and based
on lived experiences, imagines a role in that place in his mind.

CONCLUSION

Based on the analysis of interviews that have reached a theoretical saturation, the
phenomenological report shows that two categories of factors can be effective in the
sense of attachment of residents to the house: external dialectic: features and factors
that are related to the outside of the house (i.e., the quality of the exterior appearance
of the house, neighborhood reputation and security) and internal dialectics: features
and factors that are related to the inside of the house (i.e. ownership, quality of
comfort, physical quality of the house, neighborhood satisfaction and positive
emotional relationships inside the house). These factors affect the formation of
residents' attachment to house as a category of "human-house interaction™ that in the
re-analysis of interviews and Coding 1 and 2, were identified as the core of research.
From a phenomenological point of view, the sense of belonging means the
interrelationship between human and the environment.
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INTRODUCTION

The sense of belonging to a place is one of the important meanings in improving the
quality of urban and human environments. This feeling, which is an important
factor in the formation of communication between users and the environment, will
eventually lead to the creation of quality environments. With development and
change in lifestyle and people’s living standard, the attention of architects to the
design spaces and environments made to improve the quality of space has increased
and design has become a tool to shape the living space and meet human
expectations and needs. Of course, it should be noted that the need to create a sense
of attachment to the place, designers and architects pay attention to the quality of
places and built environments and try to improve these qualities in meeting human
needs. For this reason, one of the most important issues for architects and designers
is to promote a sense of belonging among the inhabitants of social spaces.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this study is to achieve effective factors in the formation of a sense
of attachment to the house, by recognizing the characteristics of the house that play
key role in creating or promoting this link. Therefore, our research begins with the
question: Among the characteristics of the house, which factors play more effective
role in creating a sense of attachment?

METHODOLOGY

This research, with a phenomenological approach in the form of a qualitative
research, has been conducted in an existential way and based on the lived
experience of people in the study area. This research also used three types of
informal (conversational), semi-structured and in-depth (structured) interviews as
data tools. The sample size is specific to field-qualitative research and the
researcher has been personally involved in data collection and analysis objectively
and experimentally. The interviews were conducted by asking questions about each
participant's biological experience of attachment to the house and understanding the
factors that affect the attachment. Data analysis was done through coding. Line-by-
line analysis, labeling, and classification of data and characteristics of a sense of
house attachment are presented in two types of Coding (1) and (2). In general, to
compare the validity of the research, a continuous comparison technique has been
used, which has been done by returning to the data several times during the analysis
to identify the categories and their overlap.

FINDINGS

The phenomenological analysis of individuals' biological experiences has been
performed in order to reach the main coding from indicators and analysis at Level
(1). In the second level, the analysis is performed on the data return and the Coding
(2) is explained. One of the most important features of any place is how it relates to
the one with which it has a structural relationship, and the subject of inside and
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ABSTRACT

Place and the sense of attachment to a place are among the topics that are considered
in this study in which people are shown to have internal relationship with the
environment. In fact, the feeling of belonging and attachment to a place play a
decisive role in any situation and space, in order to benefit and maintain human
presence there. This sense leads to the connection in such a way that man considers
himself as a part of the place. The spatial attachment is a relationship of belonging
and identity to the environment in which one lives. For this reason, the purpose of
this study is to achieve the effective factors in the formation of a sense of attachment,
by recognizing the characteristics of the place. This research is qualitative in nature
and is conducted with an existential phenomenological approach in which three
types of informal (conversational) and semi-structured interviews and in-depth
(structured) interviews are used as data tools. Findings show that two categories of
factors can be effective in the sense of attachment of residents to the house: external
dialectic and factors that are related to the outside of the house (i.e., the quality of the
exterior appearance of the house; neighborhood reputation and security) and internal
dialectics factors that are related to inside (i.e. ownership; quality of comfort; physical
quality of the house; neighborhood satisfaction and positive emotional relationships).
These two categories influence the formation of residents' attachment to house i.e.
"human-house interaction" and have been identified as the core of research. In the
phenomenological approach, the sense of belonging means the inter-relationship
between human and the environment, which includes all indicators.

Keywords: sense of attachment, phenomenology of place, sense of place, existential
experience
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CONCLUSION

Emphasis on the student life world has led to the findings that can be traced back to
the spirit of "independence and individualism" in the student community in relation
to the professor, major, classmate, and virtual media and this lifeworld can be
divided into two categories: Lifeworld with a positive function that is related to the
importance of knowledge, the importance of the field for the student and a
conscientious attitude towards the university and society. Negative functions in this
lifeworld are bitter with negative view of the professor, the field and the knowledge
being studied, and the insignificant feeling of higher education and the lack of a
bright future in the light of scientific endeavors.

According to this study, solutions can be provided for the university, professor,
student, the type of interaction between classmates, the university and the labor
market, the sense of seriousness of science and knowledge and the role played in the
research and development environment of the country. The most important point
that emphasized in studying the lifeworld of Tehran University students was trying
and planning to strengthen the "sense of membership of students and graduates"
and having a "nostalgic sense of intimacy with good feelings in the university
environment." It seems that the feeling of being a student in the University of
Tehran was a characteristic that accompanied by pride as low among students.

On the other hand, due to life in transition and the emergence of a "gap and
comprehensive knowledge competition” between knowledge-based science and
technology and modern knowledge before the emergence of new science and
technology as well as the advent of the Internet, which had figured out disconnected
university space from other universities and knowledge linked to cyberspace, which
has narrowed the gap between "university space” and, in a way, increased the
competitive arena of universities. There are serious differences that had a major
impact on the student world. Based on this, we need a kind of research policy for
the new academic environment and strengthening the infrastructure related to new
scientific knowledge and the role of teamwork with knowledge.

NOVELTY

The student lifeworld is a field that discusses student life and time, and identifies the
characteristics, challenges, and opportunities of that time. Since the student
lifeworld has wide dimensions, it has been studied from different perspectives and
angles. Trying to address student lifeworld from a student perspective is a new
dimension that has been explored in research. The student lifeworld is not defined
by quantitative and statistical criteria but by student actions, terms and interactions
within the university. Finally, what was intended in this research was to define the
student lifeworld from the students' own point of views.



semi-structured interviews with students were conducted between half to one hour
period. With a total of 30 students at the University of Tehran were interviewed
through semi-structured interviews until they reached the theoretical saturation.
Thereafter, the data were categorized using qualitative content analysis and finally
formed the image of the student lifeworld at the university.

FINDINGS

According to the classification method, student lifeworld categories include the
definition of student, professor, classmate, student idioms, cyberspace media, field
of study, dormitory and university. In each of these categories, actions were
performed as communicative or strategic. Communication action in the student
lifeworld is an action that leads to the production of science and knowledge. In
contrast, strategic action is the one that not only hinders the production of science
and knowledge, but also creates problems for the survival of the student world. So,
in every category, there are activists such as students, professors and universities,
who can play a role in the student lifeworld with their actions. Based on this
tieldwork, the following model was prepared on the student lifeworld.

@ ‘

Field of Study <:| lisft:vgcill:j |:>

Cyberspace media

Chart 1. The student lifeworld pattern
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INTRODUCTION

The study of the student lifeworld is important as a correlation exists between the
student, the university, and the production of knowledge, and ultimately the
progress and development of the country. The student as an expert force plays an
undeniable role in the development of the society. The university is a scientific
system that by planning and studying social conditions provides ways for
cultivating specialized force. The student lifeworld is precisely a crossroad and
central point of interaction between the university and the society. In other words,
the scientific foundations of a society are planned in the university and thus it can
be said that it is the beginning of the scientific life. Interactions between students,
students and faculty, interpersonal interaction of students, plans and programs of
university determine the scientific direction of society and knowledge production.
Therefore, paying attention to the student lifeworld and research on it can improve
policies and infrastructure of knowledge production.

PURPOSE

The term student lifeworld consists of two parts: the first is the concept of lifeworld
and the second is the students themselves. As much as the word “student” is a
familiar, “lifeworld” seems unfamiliar. The living world can be defined as "all the
essential experiences, activities, and contacts that make up the world of personal or
group life” (Oxford, 2014). Trying to identify student actions, quality of interactions
between students and the university, understanding the scientific atmosphere in the
university, students' views on their role as a professional force, etc. are the
characteristics that can be achieved by research in the field of student's lifeworld.
Therefore, we face with this question that what sections and categories do the
student lifeworld consist of? From the perspective of students, what’s the
relationship between this living world and the university?

METHODOLOGY

The present study is based on an ethnographic methodology approach and semi-
structured interview while participatory observation techniques have been applied
to collect data. Students from the faculties of Electrical and Computer Engineering,
Mechanical Engineering, Surveying Engineering and Spatial Information were
selected from the Technical Campus, the Faculty of Medicine, the Faculty of
Medical Sciences, Drama and Music from the Faculty of Fine Arts and the Faculty
of Social Sciences were collected and interviewed. The researcher observed the
sample by attending the play, and workshop of the School of Drama, attending the
CT and courtyard of the Medical School, attending the site, reading house and
laboratory of the Faculty of Engineering, attending the library and the scientific
association of the Faculty of Social Sciences. After attending each of the faculties,
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ABSTRACT

Given that the University of Tehran is one of the key institutions of knowledge
production, two main questions arise in this regard: What is the student lifeworld at
the University of Tehran? What is the connection between this lifeworld and the
university? In the course of this research to reach the actual answer to the problems,
theoretical views of lifeworld and communication action were taken into account.
Field information was obtained using ethnographic methodology as well through two
tools, namely participatory observation and semi-structured interview. The sample of
the study was 30 students who were interviews. They were from different colleges
such as medical sciences; electrical, electronic, and mechanical and civil engineering
departments and technical campus, theater and music from the faculty of fine arts,
faculty of social sciences. The student's world was defined by eight categories:
student, professor, classmate, academic terms and field of study, cyberspace, media,
university, and dormitory. Results was obtained from qualitative interviews, with
emphasis being on the existence of a semantic disorder for the "sense of being a
student”, the spirit of scientific cooperation and the horizon of looking to the future
in the light of active and effective role of students and universities for the
development of the country.

Keywords: lifeworld, university, student, sense of being student, connecting with
world, University of Tehran
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